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Despite Canadian closure, cross-border 
meet-ups continue at Peace Arch Park

While the U.S./Canada border 
remains closed, Peace Arch Park 
has been a meeting point for 
many families and couples sepa-
rated by the border. B.C. officials 
closed the Canadian side of the 
park on June 18 due to claims 
of overcrowding and safety con-
cerns. However, there is yet an-
other loophole that allows loved 
ones to continue to meet on the 
American side of the park.

After the War of 1812, a battle 
between the U.S. and Britain over 
a violation of maritime rights, the 
two countries signed the Trea-
ty of Ghent in 1814. During the 
war, some American territory was 
besieged by the British colony of 
Canada while some Canadian ter-
ritory was taken by Americans. But 
when the treaty was signed, end-
ing the war, the two parties agreed 
to return to pre-war boundaries 
under the condition that neither 
country can erect a barrier within 
10 feet of the border.

This condition remains to this 
day, which is why Canadians are 
unable to stop their citizens from 
crossing into the neutral Peace 
Arch Park. Though the Cana-
dian side of the park is closed, 
including the parking lot, Cana-
dians may still enter the Amer-
ican side by walking across 0 

Avenue, which borders the park 
on the American side. However, 
with 20 acres less land and no-
where to park, overcrowding will 
be more of an issue than before, 
said Blaine immigration attorney  
Len Saunders.

“I think they’ve put themselves 
in a difficult position, they’ve cre-
ated more of a problem, which I 
don’t think legally they can stop 
under the treaty,” Saunders said.

If the Canadian government 
were to put up a fence on 0 Av-
enue, it would be in violation 
of the treaty and would lose 
parts of Canada that were be-
sieged during the War of 1812, 
according to Saunders. The only 
way to stop traffic to the park 
would be to close the American 
side, which doesn’t seem likely,  
Saunders said.

For some folks separated by 
the border, this newfound loop-
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hole was great news, especially 
after the Canadian side of the 
park closed. B.C. resident Kae-
lynn Ball and her American fi-
ancé David Hogsten spent last 
weekend reuniting at Peace Arch 
Park. Ball walked to the park 
from her nearby home, crossing a 
ditch on 0 Avenue, while Hogsten 
flew in from Maryland to meet 
her. The couple, who met online 
in 2018, got engaged a week be-
fore Covid-19 shut down their re-
spective countries. This was their 
first time seeing each other in  
person since.

“We’re happy to see each oth-
er, to be outside moving around, 
and to see him is a blessing and a 
privilege,” Ball said.

The connection betwee the 
couple was evident as they 
clutched each other’s hand, a re-
minder that even a border closure 
can’t stop love.

s Rosemarie Tom, l., blows 
bubbles in Peace Arch Park 
with partner Andrew Gemino on 
Thursday, July 2. The cross-bor-
der couple meet at the park fre-
quently with Gemino’s dog, Jireh. 
“This is the extent of our rela-
tionship right here,” Tom said, 
because of the border closure.

T Kaelynn Ball of Surrey, B.C., 
l., and fiancé David Hogsten of 
Maryland pose in front of their 
“picnic tent” at Peace Arch Park 
on Thursday, July 2. The two 
spent the weekend together at 
the park, lounging in their tent. 
“I’m overjoyed we can still see 
each other,” Ball said.
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Thank you to all our 
customers who put 

their trust in us!

6811 Guide Meridian  l  Lynden, WA
360-398-1234

www.vanderyachtpropane.com

Servicing Whatcom, Skagit, 
Snohomish & Island Counties

Please Join Us

 Virtual VBS 2020
July 27 - July 31 • 9am-noon

Kit Pickup Thursday, July 23, 2020 • 1-3 P.M.

Free! 
Ages 3 years - 5th Grade 

(2020/21 school year)

Grace Lutheran Church 
& Preschool

702 G St., Blaine

Register online: blaine-grace-lutheran.org

5519 Hovander Rd.
Ste. 109 

Ferndale, WA 98248

360-384-3861
gymstarsports.com

Summer Camp
Hours: 9am - 12pm

2020
SPORTS CENTER SCHOOL AGE 5 AND UP

July 13-17
Ready, Set, Olympics!

July 20-24   Parkour

July 27-31
Tramp & Tumbling

Aug 3-7
Moovin’ & Groovin’

Aug 10-14   Cheer

Aug 24-28
Flips & Fitness

CAMP $172/week

PRESCHOOL 3-5 YRS
July 6-9

Monster Mash

July 20-23   Circus

July 27-31
Super Hero

Aug 3-6
Dinosaurs & Unicorns

Aug 10-13   Ninja Warrior

Aug 24-27
Bugs, Bugs, Bugs

CAMP $145/week

PRESCHOOL DANCE CAMP
July 13-17     Super Hero

July 20-23, Aug 3-6     Olaf’s Summer Adventure

July 24-30     Frozen

CAMP $145/week


