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Members of the Moses Lake chapter of the Experimental Aircraft Association at the club’s 50th anniversary meeting (from left): Larry Wheat, Phil Stout, Darel Fuller
with grandson Daniel Fuller, Ron Piercy, Jim Link, Richard Pearce, Dwain Forester, Rod Richeson, Jason Fry, and Don Floren.
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By CHARLES H. FEATHERSTONE
Staff Writer

MOSES LAKE — The list hanging on the
clubhouse wall is faded and hard to read.

But it’s the list of the pilots who, 50 years
ago, signed on to become Chapter No. 355 of
the Experimental Aircraft Association at the
Moses Lake Municipal Airport.

“Feb. 13, 1970, was when the original
club list was signed,” said pilot and aircraft
mechanic Ron Piercy, club president and
owner of Rainbow Flying Service, which spe-
cializes in repairing and rebuilding airplanes.

It may be a few months late, but the associ-
ation celebrated its 50th anniversary last week

the skies

with a corn feed — Piercy grows his own corn
— and some time for its members, nearly all
pilots, to get together and talk about airplanes.

“It’s neat to have people who have the same
interests you do,” said pilot and retired farm
appraiser Jerry Richardson. “I'm hoping we
can get some young blood in here to carry on,
because we’re all getting old.”

According to Piercy, the club was started
by enthusiasts who built their own airplanes
and would get together to help with bigger club
rebuilding and refurbishing projects.

“Today, it’s kind of a misnomer. We
embrace all kinds of aviation, and it should
probably be called the Sport Aviation
Association,” Piercy said.

Based in Oshkosh, Wisconsin — home to

Moses Lake air club
celebrates 50 years

one of the largest airshows in the country —
the EAA advocates for private pilots, provides
training and insurance, lobbies government for
legislation friendly to pilots and helps promote
local events like fly-ins.

The Moses Lake group meets every third
Tuesday at 6 p.m. for dinner and then at 7 p.m.
to work. The club’s current project is rebuild-
ing a 1946 Ercoupe (pronounced “aircoupe”),

a plane that was designed to be so easy and
foolproof to fly that the pilot needed only a
driver’s license.

Darel Fuller opens the side door to the han-
gar where the association is working on the
74-year-old blue-and-white plane. It’s nearly
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Darel Fuller, a member of the Moses Lake chapter of the Experimental Aircraft Association, shows the club’s current rebuilding project, a 1946

Ercoupe.
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When you SHOP & DINE
LOCAL, even remotely,
you INVEST in our
COMMUNITY!

#MaskUp So we can
STAY OPEN
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Old (Brady), young (Mahomes),
different Super Bowl 99 awalts

By EDDIE PELLS
AP National Writer

For Tom Brady, anoth-
er trip to the Super Bowl
— but this time, in a
Tampa Bay uniform.

And for his new team,
the Buccaneers, a first-of-
its-kind home game, but
without the usual home-
field advantage.

To put a bow on this
make-it-up-as-we-go NFL
season — a campaign
upended but never fully
undone by the coronavi-
rus pandemic — it comes
as no surprise that there
is no such thing as a
straightforward storyline.

Because of restrictions
in place due to COVID-19,
Tampa Bay’s home sta-
dium will only be about
a quarter full when the
Buccaneers host the
Kansas City Chiefs on
Feb. 7 in the Super Bowl.
The Chiefs opened as a
3.5-point favorite.

The 43-year-old Brady
will expand on his record
by playing in his 10th
Super Bowl, hoping
to expand on another
record by winning a sev-
enth title, but the first
one in his new home of
Tampa Bay.

And 25-year-old
Patrick Mahomes of the
Chiefs will be trying for
back-to-back titles, some-
thing no quarterback has
done since — who else?
— Brady, back in his
2003-04 heyday with the
New England Patriots.

The showdown will
take place at Raymond
James Stadium in
Tampa, Florida, where
Brady’s Bucs will be the
first team in the 55-year
history of the Super
Bowl to play on home
turf.

“Whoever would’ve
thought a home Super
Bowl for us? But we did

AP Photo/. on

Kansas City Chiefs quarterback Patrick Mahomes (15)
scrambles up field ahead of Buffalo Bills defensive end
AJ Epenesa (57) during the first half of the AFC cham-

pionship football game Jan.

it,” said Brady, who led
the wild-card Buccaneers
to a 31-26 win over Green
Bay on Sunday to make
it three straight road
playoff wins on the way
back home for the Super
Bowl.

But home-field advan-
tage won’t mean as much
as it normally might.
This will be the first
Super Bowl not played
in front of a capacity
crowd since the first one
— Kansas City vs. Green
Bay at the LA Coliseum
— in 1967.

In a nod to how the
pandemic has changed
everything, the crowd for
America’s No. 1 sports
spectacle will be limited
to 22,000 in the 75,000-
seat stadium, with vacci-
nated health-care work-
ers getting 7,500 of those
precious tickets.

And even the visiting
team — the Chiefs —
won’t be staying in a
hotel all week, the way
both conference cham-
pions usually do for
the Super Bowl. ESPN
reported that Kansas
City doesn’t plan to

24, in Kansas City, Mo.

arrive in Tampa until
the day before the game.

Most interview avail-
abilities, as they have
all season, will take
place on Zoom from the
teams’ hometown prac-
tice facilities. The farce
that has become the
Super Bowl’s “Opening
Night” media session
will be a virtual affair,
as well. In short, teams
will basically treat this
like a regular road game
(or, in the case of the
Bucs, a regular home
game), and the Super
Bowl city will not much
resemble the overflow-
ing party hub it usually
does as the big game
approaches.

Despite all that, this
has the makings of a
good matchup, featuring
the league’s top (Chiefs)
and seventh-rated (Bucs)
offenses, each with
multiple ways to strike:
Receiver Tyreek Hill and
tight end Travis Kelce
are standouts for KC
and former Patriots tight
end Rob Gronkowski is
on Brady’s long list of
options for Tampa.
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When you shop and dine

L LOCAL, even remotely,

wtmemm | you INVEST in our
COMMUNITY!

www.dairyqueen.com
i} Please #MaskUp to save my business!
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Clickit RV
12976 N Frontage Rd., Moses Lake | 509-765-2966
https://tinyurl.com/Clickit-RV

Rory Knapp DDS
949 E Nelson Rd., Moses Lake | 509-765-8831
roryknappdds.com
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Silver Sage Lifestyle
606 W. Broadway Ave. | Moses Lake
www.silversagelifestyle.com

Local businesses are

e | ready to serve you...

your health and safety
is our #1 priority.

We are committed to ensuring we are
Janae’s Barber Shop fOIIOWing all the pUbllC health guidelineS fo
518 W 3rd Ave, Moses Lake |509-765-8371

https://tinyurl.com/Janaes-Barber-Shop keep you, your Ioved Ones’ and our Communlty
. gy N safe during this unprecedented time.
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Feller Orthodontics

1405 S Pioneer Way, Moses Lake | 509-766-9744 #allinthistogether #covidsafe #newnormal #communityminded #maskup

evaldm
https://drfellerortho.com/
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Los Cocos Girill
321 W Broadway Ave | 509-707-0145
https://tinyurl.com/Los-Cocos-Girill

Shirt Builders Lakeside Dental
206 Fir St, Moses Lake | 509-765-3885 1708 S Clover Dr, Moses Lake | 509-764-0307
www.shirtbuilders.com www.lakesidedentalml.com
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Mack’s Mocha
213 Royal Ave NW, Royal City | 509-346-1201
https://m.facebook.com/macksmocha

Skaug Bros. Carpet One Floor & Home
222 E. Third Ave., Moses Lake | 509-765-0633
www.Skaugbrotherscarpetimoseslake.com

Stella & Me
210 W. Third Ave., Moses Lake | 509-366-1873
https://tinyurl.com/Stella-Me

Tiddaly Dlddaly s P|zza & More
20140 Rd 24 SW, Mattawa | 509-932-5020
https://tinyurl.com/tiddalyDiddalys

Alsted Real Estate
823 W. Broadway Ave., Moses Lake | 509-766-2902
https://www.moseslakeproperties.com

-

US Cellular
509 Main St S, Desert Aire | 509-932-5066
https://tinyurl.com/uscellularwireless

Tri - State Outfitters
1224 S. Pioneer Way, Moses Lake | 509-765-9338
www.t-state.com

Pita Pit
26 Basin St SW, Ephrata |509-754-7172
https://tinyurl.com/PitaPitsEphrata

Edward Jones | James Shank Fmancnal Advisor
123 W. Third Ave. Moses Lake | 509-855-5556
https://tinyurl.com/EdwardJonesJamesShank

When you shop and dine
LOCAL, even remotely,
you INVEST in our
COMMUNITY!

Local businesses are
ready to serve you...

your health and safety
is our #1 priority.

We are committed to ensuring we are
following all the public health guidelines to
keep you, your loved ones, and our community
safe during this unprecedented time.
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Time Out Pizza
1025 E Main St, Othello | 509-488-2788
http://www.timeoutpizza.com

People For People
843 Kittelson Rd., Moses Lake | 509.765.9249
www.pfp.org





