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An Okanogan County sheriff’s deputy was treated at and released from Mid-Valley Hospital, Omak, 
on Friday evening, Sept. 18, after his patrol SUV was involved in a two-vehicle accident in the Omache 
Shopping Center parking lot. Sheriff Tony Hawley said Deputy Greg Lee and his K-9 partner, Lando, were 
assisting the Omak Police Department with a report of a suspicious man near Xpress Lube and Wash 
and its coffee stand. The man was last seen walking toward Safeway. Lee had entered the parking area 
from Quince Street and stopped at the intersection between Pizza Hut and Safeway when his vehicle 
was struck from behind, said Hawley. The SUV spun around and the side curtain air bags deployed. The 
collision was investigated by the Omak Police Department and Washington State Patrol. The other driver, 
Robert Bucsko, 48, Twisp, was investigated on suspicion of driving under the influence. Bucsko was not 
injured, nor was Lando. Lee’s vehicle will need significant repairs, Hawley said.

Deputy’s vehicle damaged Inslee gives 
forbidden fruit 
to wildfire areas
Olympia-grown 
Honeycrisps found 
to host apple maggots

By DEE CAMP
The Chronicle

BRIDGEPORT — Gov. Jay Ins-
lee’s gift of apple maggot-infested 
Honeycrisp apples to fire-impacted 
areas of eastern Washington has 
growers and community members 
upset and crying foul.

Inslee said he and his wife, 
Trudi, picked the apples from 
trees at the Governor’s Mansion in 
Olympia. They were transported 
out of Thurston County, part of 
the state’s apple maggot quaran-
tine area, into eastern Washington 
when Inslee visited fire areas the 
weekend of Sept. 11-12.

Most of eastern Washington is 
not under quarantine. Exceptions 
are the Methow Valley from Gold 
Creek northward, part of Chelan 
County from the Blewett Pass turn-
off on Highway 2 westward, the 
upper Yakima Valley and Spokane 
County.

“Last week Trudi and I wanted 
to express comfort for the commu-
nities suffering from devastating 
fires,” Inslee said. “When I visited 
some of these areas, I took some 
apples we picked from our tree in 
Olympia. We regret this mistake.

“This a good reminder of the 
importance of awareness around 
apple quarantine. We appreciate 
the Washington state Depart-
ment of Agriculture’s efforts to 
help recover these apples and we 
are assisting to help make that 
happen.”

Aside from some people in 
Bridgeport expressing dismay 
over Inslee bringing apples to an 
apple-growing region, the fruit, 
when cut open, revealed the apple 
maggots.

Dan McCarthy, Okanogan 
County Horticultural, Pest and 
Disease Control Board agent, 
said he is baffled as to why Inslee 
would bring infested fruit into a 
“highly important commercial tree 
fruit-growing community” in viola-
tion of state law.

“Apple maggot is a serious pest 
of concern to the apple industry 
due to phytosanitary restrictions 

in the all-important export markets 
around the world,” said McCarthy. “I 
would have to dismiss the idea that 
he intentionally brought infested 
fruit to Okanogan and Douglas 
counties, so it would have to be 
through his and his staff ’s ignorance 
or he is dismissive of the economic 
value of the tree fruit industry in 
eastern Washington. In either case, 
it is unacceptable.”

Inslee said he was thinking about 
people who lost their homes “and 
we went too fast.”

He said he and his wife would 
make donations to food banks in the 
affected areas.

Some of the apples were left at 
an Omak retirement home and in 
Whitman County’s Malden, which 
had some 80 percent of its buildings 
destroyed by fire about the same 
time the Cold Springs and Pearl Hill 
fires were raging across Okanogan 
and Douglas counties.

“Apple maggots are an incredibly 
serious pest and could have dire 
consequences for the orchardists of 
Douglas County if we are unable to 
find the infected apples and miti-
gate the effects immediately,” said 
the Chelan-Douglas Horticultural 
Pest and Disease Control Board.

“Douglas County orchardists, reg-
ulators and processors have worked 
tirelessly to ensure that our area 
stays free of apple maggots and this 
event could have serious implica-
tions for the region,” said the board. 
“It is of the utmost importance 
these apples are safely disposed of 
immediately.”

The state Department of Agricul-
ture works hard to enforce the quar-
antine, said Tim Kovis, spokesman 
for the Washington State Tree Fruit 
Association.

“Sadly, this incident shows how 
a lot of people don’t know about 
the quarantine or forget why it is 
important to ensure home-grown 
fruit from a quarantine area does 
not enter a production area,” he 
said. “This can result in serious 
adverse economic impact and 
potential disruption to export 
markets.”

The maggot also can infest pears, 
plums and other members of the 
rose family.

“Fruit infested with apple maggot 

See INSLEE, page A2

Fire acreage tops 400,000 acres
Cold Springs Fire burns 
130-plus buildings

By DEE CAMP
The Chronicle

OMAK — The Cold Springs Fire is 
more than 90 percent contained after 
burning more than 130 buildings and 
blackening 189,923 acres of land.

The blaze began Sept. 6 southeast of 
Omak at the north end of Cold Springs 
Road west of Omak Lake. Driven by a 
north wind, the fire raced southward 
across the Colville Indian Reservation 
and jumped the Columbia River about 
3 a.m. Sept. 7 and continued burning 
south in Douglas County to Highway 2.

The fires actually are one, but have 
been separated administratively by 
county. The Douglas County portion, 
dubbed the Pearl Hill Fire, burned 
across 223,730 acres of land.

Combined, they total 413,653 acres, 
or about 157,545 more than the 2014 
Carlton Complex fire and 109,267 less 
than the combined Okanogan Com-
plex, Tunk Block and North Star fires 
of 2015.

In Okanogan County, the Cold 
Springs Fire destroyed or damaged 78 
homes and 60 secondary buildings, 

according to Northeast Washington 
Interagency Incident Management 
Team No. 2. The team turned over 
management of the fire to local agen-
cies Sept. 19.

The cause is under investigation.
All evacuation orders have been 

lifted.
Crews are continuing to rehabilitate 

roads and fix fences that were dam-
aged during the initial fire attack. Dirt 
road repairs continued Monday on 
roads that were damaged by firefight-
ing vehicles.

Chipping operations on the north-
east portion of the occurred during the 
weekend.

The Okanogan County Sheriff’s 
Office continues to investigate the 
death of a 22-month-old boy and inju-
ries to his parents. They were caught 
in the fire the night of Sept. 6-7, aban-
doned their pickup truck and fled to 
the Columbia River bank, where they 
were picked up Sept. 9 by a Colville 
tribal search boat.

The child, Uriel Hyland, died before 
the family was found.

Jamie, 27, and Jake Hyland, 32, were 
flown from Three Rivers Hospital in 
Brewster to Harborview Medical Cen-
ter in Seattle, where they are being 
treated.

As of Monday, Sept. 21, both had 
undergone surgeries and were partic-
ipating in physical therapy, accord-
ing to a gofundme.com page set up 
for their benefit. Both are alert; on 
Thursday she got out of bed and into 
a wheelchair and was taken to his 
room, where he sang happy birthday 
to her, said the gofundme.com page, 
which was started by the wife of Jake 
Hyland’s cousin.

The fundraiser has taken in 
$317,312 toward a $400,000 goal, 
according to the page.

Cards may be sent to them at P.O. 
Box 361, Maple Valley, WA 98038.

The incident team said donation 
centers for people who lost their 
homes are full and items are being 
distributed. Monetary donations can 
be made to the Okanogan County 
Long-Term Recovery Group or the 
Community Foundation of North 
Central Washington.

Hay and supplies for displaced ani-
mals are being taken at the Okanogan 
County Fairgrounds, 175 Rodeo Trail.

All roads in the burn area opened 
Sept. 21, according to Okanogan 
County Emergency Management.

Nespelem Valley Electric 

Four new deaths attributed to COVID-19 in past week
Cases climb to 1,037 
in Okanogan County

By BROCK HIRES
The Chronicle

BREWSTER — Okanogan County 
Public Health is reporting four new 
COVID-19-related deaths in the past 
week.

According to Okanogan County Pub-
lic Health Community Health Director 
Lauri Jones, two were men and two 
were women.

“Unfortunately, all were in their 60s,” 
she said. “It isn’t what you think of as 
being elderly by any stretch. What I 
do know is that all four were leading 

a normal, healthy life until they got 
COVID.”

To date, the county has reported 
1,037 cases of the novel coronavirus.

“The more we learn about this 
(COVID), the crazier it gets,” she said. 
“It’s really sad. I knew one of the four…
they died before they were supposed to. 
It’s just tragic — any loss of life.”

She said two residents were trans-
ported to Confluence Health (Central 
Washington Hospital) in Wenatchee, 
and one was transported to Spokane, 
and another to the Tri-Cities for med-
ical care because Confluence Health 
was on diversion. 

As of Monday, there were no Okan-
ogan County resident hospitalized at 
Central Washington Hospital, according 

to Confluence Health. 
Of the COVID patients at the facility, 

four are from Chelan County, one from 
Douglas County, and three are from 
Grant County.

The hospital said three patients are 
on ventilators, and five are in COVID 
isolation.

To the north, in Ferry County, 29 
cases have been reported, including 
one in the past 14 days, according to the 
Northeast Tri-County Health District.

Reopening schools

Jones said efforts are underway to 
offer free testing to local school-aged 
children, as a push to help reopen 
schools.

“We’re hoping that the schools are 
going to embrace this,” she said, add-
ing testing will be available to both 
public and private schools. “We’re 
going to hopefully go to each school 
and do it like a drive-thru.”

She said LifeLine Ambulance will 

assist with coordinating the testing, 
with results being sent to the same lab 
that did the National Guard-assisted 
testing last month. 

“We really need to get our kids back 
in school, but we need to do it safely,” 
Jones said. “The more testing, the bet-
ter our rates look.”

In addition to youth testing, Jones 
said her agency has received 1,000 
free home self-swab kits from the 
state Department of Health. Residents 
who would like to swab themselves 
can contact Public Health at 509-422-
7140 for additional details.

“They’re really slick,” she said. “These 
are free to anyone that wants them.”

She said Internet access is required, 
but each kit includes pre-paid postage.

“The more we learn about this (COVID-19), the crazier it 
gets. It’s really sad. I knew one of the four…they died before 

they were supposed to. It’s just tragic - any loss of life.”
Okanogan County Public Health Community Health Director Lauri Jones

See FIRES, page A6
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is unfit for human consump-
tion, affecting marketing 
yields and, ultimately profits,” 
according to a research report 
by Washington State University 
scientists.

“We are desperately seek-
ing help of all Bridgeport and 
Douglas County residents or 
anyone who may have any 
information to help us locate 
the apples that were brought 
to Bridgeport,” said the Chel-
an-Douglas Horticultural Pest 
and Disease Control Board.

The board said there is rea-
son to believe the Bridgeport 
apples may have been dumped 
in a local orchard or trans-
ported with other, non-contam-
inated apples from the area.

Late last week, Will Car-
penter of the Chelan-Douglas 
board said most of the tainted 
apples had been located. He 
investigated the case.

“There has never been an 
apple maggot found in a com-
mercial orchard in Washington 
state, but it is a substantial 
threat to the industry,” said 
McCarthy.

Apple maggot evolved from 

the native host hawthorn to 
domesticated apple species 
in the northeastern United 
States about 150 years ago 
and is believed to have been 
accidentally spread to the 
western states.

The adult fly lays eggs 
inside the fruit, then the 
larvae consume the fruit, 
causing it to bruise, decay and 
often drop before ripening. 
The insect overwinters as a 
pupa in the soil.

People who received fruit 
brought to the area by Inslee 
are asked to place it in a plastic 
zipper-top bag and seal it, then 
call one of the best boards to 
pick it up for proper disposal, 
McCarthy said.

Contacts for turning in the 
apples are McCarthy, 509-322-
1286, or Carpenter with the 
Chelan-Douglas board, 509-
393-0975, 509-667-6677 or will.
carpenter@co.chelan.wa.us.

OMAK — Mid-Valley Hos-
pital’s communications and 
electrical systems went down 
during the Cold Springs Fire, 
prompting implementation of 
incident command No. 2.

The hospital already had 
incident command No. 1 set 
up for COVID-19, said Execu-
tive Assistant Megan Barton.

The fire began Sept. 6 and 
spread southward during the 
night, then was joined the next 
morning by a blaze rekindled 
from a late July fire. The fire 
damaged electrical, land line, 
cellular, radio and Internet 
infrastructures.

“Mid-Valley Hospital lost 
power in the afternoon of the 
seventh and was running on 
emergency power from the 
generator,” said Barton.

With phones down at 
both the hospital and clinic, 
only Verizon cell service was 
working, yet it was unstable 
and intermittent. Internet 
connections, including 
redundant connections, were 
disconnected.

The hospital’s Internet tech-
nology department was on 
site to repair the connection 
to Cerner, the electronic med-
ical record keeping system, 
and to support other hospital 
services. Cerner connectivity 
was restored at 1 a.m. Tuesday 
morning, Sept. 8.

Staff used down time proce-
dures during the Internet out-
age in lieu of Cerner, she said.

On Tuesday, the hospital’s 
incident command met first 
thing in the morning to review 
the previous 24 hours and 
to determine the next steps. 
Mid-Valley Clinic was closed 
due to lack of phone and 
Internet service and hospital 
elective procedures were 

canceled for the day.
Those were the only services 

directly impacted and for one 
business day only.

The incident command cell-
phone was set up to make and 
accept calls using Wi-Fi calling 
deployed for use at the emer-
gency room nurses’ station, said 
Barton.

IT personnel worked with 
the hospital’s service provider 
to route the hospital’s main 
number to hospital-owned cell-
phones being monitored by the 
emergency room admissions 
office and main admissions 
office. Calls were answered 
and messages forwarded to the 
intended recipient.

Hand-held radios were 
deployed to hospital 
departments for internal 
communications.

On Tuesday afternoon Mike 
Worden, Okanogan County 
Sheriff Office chief deputy of 
special operations, met with 
hospital incident command 
“notifying us the hospital’s 
HEAR Radio tower had been 
destroyed,” said Barton.

The tower was located on 
Pitcher Mountain. Worden 
assisted the hospital district by 
connecting it to a vendor for 

a temporary emergency radio 
connection while a permanent 
replacement is sought.

HEAR Radio is vital for com-
munications among the hos-
pital, LifeLine Ambulance and 
other first responder services.

“The district wishes to 
express sincere gratitude to the 
officers and ambulance crews 
that assisted in relaying mes-
sages on our behalf until the 
temporary radio system was up 
and running,” she said.

Hospital officials met 
Wednesday with Okanogan 
County Emergency Manger 
Maurice Goodall and received 
an update on the status of road 
closures and fire activity. On 
Wednesday evening, Racom 
Communications assisted the 

emergency department in set-
ting up a temporary radio to 
connect with LifeLine and first 
responders.

It will be in place until the 
new tower is complete.

Throughout the week, the IT 
department worked with state, 
LocalTel, AT&T, CenturyLink 
and other carriers to restore 
land line access. Land phones 
were fully restored Thursday 
afternoon. 

“Early in the week it was dis-
covered that the satellite phone 
we have no longer works. Emer-
gency management is assist-
ing us with identifying viable 
options to replace the current 
satellite phone,” Barton said.

HEPA air purifiers have been 
in place throughout the hospital 
and clinic since onset of the 
fires. 

“We have continually posted 
updates to our social media 
accounts about impacts to our 
communications and services, 
and shared updates from emer-
gency management and public 
health as appropriate,” she said.
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Tonasket

Used to measure crop 
development. They are determined 
by subtracting 50 from the day’s 
mean temperature with negative 
values counting as zero.

66°/47°

A couple of 
showers

Thursday

Total for the week 0.06”
Total for the month 0.06”
Normal for the month 0.36”
Total for the year 4.64”
Normal for the year 9.69”

Last week’s high/low 84°/45°
Normal high/low 77°/47°
Record high/low 99°/27°

Omak through Sunday, September 20

First
Sep 23

Full
Oct 1

Forecasts and graphics provided by 
AccuWeather, Inc. ©2020

Wed. 6:47 a.m. 6:53 p.m. 2:42 p.m. 10:57 p.m.
Thur. 6:48 a.m. 6:51 p.m. 3:43 p.m. 11:53 p.m.
Fri. 6:49 a.m. 6:49 p.m. 4:32 p.m. none
Sat. 6:51 a.m. 6:47 p.m. 5:10 p.m. 12:56 a.m.
Sun. 6:52 a.m. 6:45 p.m. 5:41 p.m. 2:03 a.m.
Mon. 6:54 a.m. 6:43 p.m. 6:05 p.m. 3:12 a.m.
Tues. 6:55 a.m. 6:41 p.m. 6:26 p.m. 4:19 a.m.

Shown is Wednesday’s weather. Temperatures are Wednesday’s highs and 
Wednesday night’s lows.

North-Central Washington: Periods of rain 
Wednesday. 1-3 inches of snow; storm total 2-4 inches 

in the mountains. Cooler toward Winthrop. Clouds and 
sun Thursday with a couple of showers. Periods of snow, 

accumulating 1-3 inches in the mountains; cool toward 
Winthrop.

Sunday 12
Season to date 2841
Normal season to date 2360

Roosevelt 1280.80 +0.40
Rufus Woods 780.30 +2.00
Osoyoos 911.70 none

Temperature-Humidity Index 65
Cattle Stress Cat. Safe
Poultry Stress Cat. Safe
Swine Stress Cat. Safe
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 Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday Monday Tuesday

Bellingham 65/55/r 63/53/r 64/50/sh 65/54/r 67/53/sh 68/52/s 69/51/s
Brewster 63/54/r 68/49/sh 70/45/sh 71/48/pc 77/56/sh 81/52/s 82/53/s
Bridgeport 64/54/r 68/50/sh 69/44/sh 70/51/pc 76/56/sh 80/52/s 81/53/s
Curlew 59/50/r 64/43/sh 63/39/sh 66/42/c 67/47/s 74/46/s 73/47/s
Elmer City 67/56/r 68/52/sh 68/47/sh 69/51/pc 74/52/s 80/55/s 81/54/s
Grand Coulee 67/55/r 67/51/sh 67/44/sh 69/49/pc 73/51/s 79/54/s 80/55/s
Inchelium 56/48/r 59/42/sh 58/40/sh 60/42/pc 70/47/s 76/45/s 77/44/s
Kennewick 80/60/c 73/55/c 70/46/pc 73/47/pc 77/51/s 80/54/s 82/55/s
Loomis 57/48/r 64/43/sh 66/41/sh 67/44/r 74/50/sh 75/52/s 74/51/s
Mazama 56/47/r 57/44/sh 57/37/sh 63/43/r 67/49/sh 77/49/s 76/48/s
Moses Lake 74/56/c 71/52/pc 70/45/pc 73/49/pc 78/50/s 78/49/s 80/50/s
Nespelem 62/52/r 64/48/sh 65/45/sh 66/50/pc 74/55/s 76/51/s 75/52/s
Okanogan 62/53/r 67/47/sh 69/44/pc 70/50/c 75/54/sh 80/53/s 79/52/s
Oroville 61/51/r 68/47/pc 68/42/sh 69/46/r 76/50/sh 78/52/s 77/53/s
Osoyoos, BC 63/52/r 62/48/pc 62/46/r 64/50/r 72/53/sh 78/52/s 76/53/s
Pateros 62/52/r 67/48/sh 69/44/sh 70/48/pc 77/56/sh 81/50/s 82/51/s
Penticton, BC 61/52/r 61/50/pc 60/45/pc 61/51/r 71/53/sh 73/53/s 71/54/s
Republic 57/48/r 61/42/sh 61/38/pc 63/43/c 67/47/s 74/44/s 73/43/s
Riverside 62/55/r 67/49/sh 69/46/pc 71/52/c 76/54/sh 79/54/s 78/53/s
Seattle 65/55/r 62/54/r 63/52/sh 68/57/r 67/57/s 70/58/s 71/57/s
Spokane 69/52/r 62/48/pc 61/47/sh 65/49/pc 71/52/s 75/51/s 77/50/s
Tonasket 62/54/r 67/47/sh 69/44/pc 70/51/r 76/52/sh 78/52/s 77/53/s
Twisp 59/50/r 63/45/sh 65/42/pc 66/46/c 75/54/sh 81/46/s 80/45/s
Wenatchee 64/53/r 65/50/sh 65/48/pc 68/51/pc 75/54/sh 78/55/s 79/56/s
Winthrop 59/50/r 62/45/sh 64/41/sh 65/46/c 74/53/sh 82/46/s 81/47/s
Yakima 68/51/r 69/46/sh 68/44/pc 73/47/pc 79/48/s 81/49/s 80/48/s

62/54

Levels as of 7 a.m. Sunday (in feet)

62°

Periods of rain

Wednesday

53°

An evening 
shower or two

Wed. night

Mountain Passes
Snoqualmie Pass: 
Rain Wednesday.

Stevens Pass: Rain 
Wednesday.

Disautel Pass: 
Periods of rain 

Wednesday.
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Hospital faces communications challenges
“Early in the week it was discovered that 

the satellite phone we have no longer 
works. Emergency management is assisting 

us with identifying viable options to 
replace the current satellite phone.”

Mid-Valley Hospital Executive Assistant Megan Barton 

INSLEE
Inslee brings 
forbidden fruit

from page A1

ROGER HARNACK | Cheney Free Press
Gov. Jay Inslee (right) presents a box of Honeycrisp 
apples that he said he and wife Trudi picked personally 
for fire victims in Malden. A similar box was donated to 
fire areas in Bridgeport and Omak.
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