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Rain doesn’t deter Black Lives Matter protesters

s A crowd of people listen to speakers at a Black Lives Matter rally in Blaine on Friday, July 3.                                           Photo by Kyra Planetz
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County’s first 
low-barrier 
Covid-19 testing 
site opens July 10

For two days starting Friday, July 10, it 
will be possible to get tested for Covid-19 
in Whatcom County without a referral 
from a healthcare provider.

The Whatcom County Health Depart-
ment and Whatcom Unified Command are 
partnering with Northwest Laboratory and 
the city of Bellingham to pilot a low-barri-
er drive-through testing facility at the Civ-
ic Field Athletic Complex, at 1355 Civic 
Way, in Bellingham.

The testing site will be open on Friday 
and Saturday, June 10 and 11, and will be 
open to everyone. Testing won’t require in-
surance, a healthcare provider’s referral or 
an appointment.

“Opening an additional, low-barrier, 
drive-through testing facility in What-
com County will create new capacity to 
test individuals for Covid-19. This model 
will also make it easier for people to access 
testing without the need for a referral from 
their healthcare provider,” said health de-
partment director Erika Lautenbach, in a 
July 7 press release.

The press release didn’t say what time 
the facility would be open, or which days 
it would be open beyond the initial two 
days. In a Whatcom County Council com-
mittee of the whole meeting on July 7, 
Lautenbach said those involved were still 
planning the facility.

“There’s a lot of details to be worked out 
and of course we want to tinker with the 
model to make sure we can operate as effi-
ciently as possible and to be as available to 
people as we can,” Lautenbach told county 
council.

Lautenbach said the facility would ideal-
ly be able to adjust capacity to respond to 
demand for testing.

“There may be a period where this is 
three days a week and that is sufficient. 
There may be a period where this is seven 
days a week,” she said.

Lautenbach encouraged people who had 
any issues with getting tested to email the 
health department at covid@co.whatcom.
wa.us.

“If we don’t know about it, we can’t do 
something to fix it,” Lautenbach said.

More details about the facility will be an-
nounced later this week, according to the 
health department’s press release.

Support for the Black Lives Matter rally 
garnered around 80 protestors huddled in 
the rain at G Street Plaza on Friday, July 
3. Cardboard signs that read, “Say their 
names,” “I will never understand but I 
stand” and “Racism is a pandemic too” 
dotted the notably young crowd that had 
children to seniors in attendance.  

The rally came to fruition after Payton 
Ives, Blaine High School 2020 graduate, 
messaged Jaelin Ford, class of 2019, on 
June 30 about starting a rally after seeing a 
lack of action in the Blaine community fol-
lowing the death of George Floyd, a Black 
man killed by Minnesota police officers on 
May 25, which started Black Lives Matter 
protests across the world.

Ford was moving to San Diego on July 5 
where she attends college at the University 
of California San Diego. As a Black wom-
an, she felt Blaine’s lack of diversity wasn’t 

conducive to her growth. “‘I told her, ‘We’d 
need to do it in the next three days,’” Ford 
recounted her conversation with Ives.

By Friday, Ives and Ford had recruited 
2020 graduates Claire Cooper and Anni-
ka Soderberg to help organize the event 
because of their social media activism for 
Black Lives Matter. The four Borderite 
alumnae contacted Blaine High School 
teacher Michael Dahl, who helped with the 
sound system, Blaine police chief Donnell 
Tanksley, who was in the crowd without 
uniform, and city manager Michael Jones, 
who advised the group on the regulation 
for a freedom of speech event at the plaza.

Ford started the event at 5:04 p.m. giv-
ing a speech about her experience moving 
to Blaine in 2015 hoping to see communi-
ty members who looked like her. Instead, 
she was called the n-word within her first 
month in Blaine. It wasn’t until college 
that Ford realized that she didn’t have to 
wear paler makeup and straighten her hair 

to fit in. 
Within five minutes of Ford’s speech, 

two white trucks with Trump 2020 flags 
drove northbound and then southbound 
on Peace Portal Drive, revving their  

Black Lives Matter rally addresses racism in Blaine

(See Rally, page 16) 
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engines. 
Each of the eight speakers 

spoke to different issues includ-
ing experiences of racism in 
Blaine, white privilege, the pris-
on-industrial complex and What-
com County’s history of racism. 

“This is strictly a peaceful ral-
ly. We are educating and bringing 
awareness to the community and 
in no way are we trying to pro-
voke anybody,” Ford said. 

The speakers consisted of six 
recent Borderite alumnae, one 
alumna from the class of 2000 
and Bellingham child abuse at-
torney Christina King. 

Among the speakers who 
shared experiences of racism in 
Blaine was Jessica Drake, who 
said she remembered holding her 
father’s hand as a child in Cost 
Cutter to deter wary stares from 
her father, who she described as a 
large Black man. She then recom-

mended people watch “13th,” a 
Netflix documentary on the crim-
inalization of Black people in U.S. 
prisons, and read “Me and White 
Supremacy” by Layla Saad.

The rally ended with a moment 
of silence for Breonna Taylor, Eli-
jah McClain, Eric Garner and ev-
ery other Black person killed by 
the police.

Of the 5,600 Blaine residents 
estimated in the U.S. Census, 78 
percent of Blaine residents iden-
tified as white while 0.7 percent 
identified as Black.

Masks were required at the ral-
ly due to Covid-19 but physical 
distancing of six-feet was not 
widely followed. The event ended 
around 7 p.m. 

Claire Cooper, an event orga-
nizer, said she hopes the support 
for Black Lives Matter contin-
ues in Blaine and wants to see a 
change in the Blaine school dis-
trict curriculum, which she be-
lieves currently leaves out critical 
information on U.S. history.

“The youth are really involved 

Q&A with Blaine musician Gina Williams on race
Gina Williams, a Blaine mu-

sician, hosted a Facebook Live 
forum on race on June 25. The 
Northern Light followed up with 
Williams after her forum to talk 
about what she sees in the Blaine 
community when dealing with 
race. The interview was edited 
for clarity and brevity.

TNL: Can you tell us about 
your perspective on anti-bully-
ing education in schools?

GW: My main point to the 
schools would be more from an 
anti-bullying perspective because 
not everyone understands rac-
ism but we all understand the 
concept of bullying, even if we 
weren’t bullied.

And a lot of times when people 
are able to verbalize what makes 
sense in their head of what being 
kind looks like, then it’s easier to 
do it than to have someone else 
tell you to “go do this.” It’s about 
empowering the kids so that they 
can make a difference and start 
looking outside the box.

I know stereotypes are set up 
but to be able to break through 
those things and allow all peo-
ple of all ethnicities to shine, the 
way they’re meant to shine, be-
cause none of us are born in box-
es. We take on the boxes as life  
shapes us. 

I respect the fact that not ev-
erybody can handle a certain 
amount of shock value, but un-
fortunately, racism doesn’t wait 
until you grow up before people 

are calling you nigger and spit-
ting at you. I was six. The soon-
er we can get rid of these weird 
things that we’re taught, we can 
help educate our parents and our 
parents’ parents. 

Based on your experience, 
what do non-Black people in 
Blaine need to do to become bet-
ter allies for their Black neigh-
bors?

There was a sign near where I 
live that said “Love your Black, 
brown neighbor” and I loved that 
because it was just about love. 
Love has never been meant to be 
racial or political. It’s just who  
we are.

If you don’t know, just smile or 
nod. Just acknowledging some-
one’s presence is enough for me. 
Especially in Black culture, when 
we see another nod and smile, it’s 
an unspoken way of saying “I see 
you. I acknowledge you taking 
up space in this world.” The more 
we’re grateful where we’re at, the 
more we can show grace and 
kindness toward someone else. 
It’s the silence that gets us. Saying 
nothing, talking about everything 
but ‘it.’ It’s risky to be nice these 
days and it really shouldn’t be. 

I know there aren’t a whole lot 
of Black people in Blaine. People 
know I’m a safe house, for lack of 
a better term, when it comes to 
these sensitive issues because I 
don’t care how racist the question 
might sound. I’ve heard it all. 
There isn’t a question that some-
one can ask me that I probably 
haven’t already heard. I’m not one 

to judge anyone who wants to 
know. The best thing for people 
to do is to take in all the realities, 
the good, the bad, the ugly just so 
your awareness is complete and 
not one-sided or narrow. 

For some people, they don’t 
want to hear anything negative 
to ruin their day. Then it’s like 
clearly you don’t understand race 
relations if you can’t hear any-
thing negative because it’s one 
of the most messy, ugly sides of 
humanity. But I think we can get 
through it. That’s the part that 
saddens me most is when people 
launch into their experiences as 
opposed to saying, “Hey, what’s 
up with you? How are you taking 

this? What happened with you?” 
I’m always open to hearing where 
other people are coming from 
with their reality but you’ve got 
to hear a piece of mine.

I think where a lot of our white 
brothers and sisters shy away 
from us Black people is getting 
into the heavy nitty-gritty be-
cause racism in its fullest glory 
is horrible. It’s incredibly tragic. I 
don’t have another word. I think 
a lot of our white brothers and 
sisters don’t want to know all of 
that. We as Black people need 
to be sensitive that some people 
might need the shallow end be-
cause not everybody can swim 
in deep waters. But going into 

the water is always healing for 
everybody. It just takes one per-
son who doesn’t like the way you 
look and that’s something that I 
don’t think people really under-
stand. It just takes one person 
and my life is over. 

What changes would you like 
to see in the Blaine community?

For me, I would like people 
who are struggling with how they 
see Black people and are really an-
gry with where they’re at to reach 
out. Just for people to say “I don’t 
get it. I really don’t get what this 
is about,” and to be open enough 
to let me explain it in a way that 
might make sense. 

There’s a tiny part of human-
ity that says “I know this isn’t 
right but,” and we hold onto the 
“but.” It’s that “but” that I hope 
people will feel safe with me at 
some point to be able to share. 
It goes deep but it’s important. 
People shouldn’t feel like they 
should only show one side or 
the safe side or the public side 
of themselves and have a certain 
side around certain people. They 
should be whole individuals. 

I might not know what to say 
but I’m willing to deal with that 
level of discomfort if something 
can come out of it that is helpful 
because hiding parts of oneself 
takes more work than to come 
out and to feel free. I feel a good 
chunk of Blaine is too quiet.

For more information about 
Gina Williams and her music visit 
Facebook.com/GinaSounds.
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in this. We aren’t just kids who 
don’t know what we’re talking 
about. We’re pushing for change 
in our country and won’t give up 
on that,” Cooper said.

In attendance were Elaine Alp-
ert and Bill Marsh of Blaine, both 
of whom identify as anti-racist al-
lies who began protesting during 
the Vietnam War in the '60s.

“In a place like Blaine, it’s easy 
to say ‘Well, we don’t really have 
a problem here’ but it’s not the 
time to take the easy way out,” 
Marsh said.

Marsh said a powerful mo-
ment during the rally was when 
one speaker announced the most 
patriotic thing someone can do 
for their country, especially on 
the Fourth of July, is to point out 
its shortcomings and work to 
fix them. For Alpert, a first step 
would be for the city of Blaine 
to proclaim itself as actively an-
ti-racist or create an interagen-
cy taskforce to address racism 
through the city.

“We’re just getting started,” 
Marsh said. “The time is now.”

Rally ...
From page 1

About 80 people gathered in the G Street plaza in Blaine for a Black 
Lives Matter Rally on July 3

Photo by Andrew Grubb

Speaker Nasreen Mughal-Barrows shares her experience growing up in Blaine as a woman of color at the 
Black Lives Matter rally. 

Photo by Kyra Planetz

Event organizer and speaker Pay-
ton Ives addresses the crowd.
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Gina Williams performing in Kiev, Ukraine in December, 2019. 

Photo courtesy Gina Williams


