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Featured businesses are selected randomly from the Blaine Community Chamber of Commerce membership.

This is a monthly feature sponsored by the Blaine Community Chamber of Commerce     
www.blainechamber.com  •  (360) 332-4544  •  Join the chamber today ... membership has its privileges!

Member of the Month
Living Pantry
684 Peace Portal Drive, Blaine, WA 98230
360-393-4362  •  www.LivingPantry.com

Number of staff: We are a family-run business of three; Shawna and 
Seppi, with help from our son Jonathan.
 
How long in business: We opened the doors September 2020.
 
Description of the business: We are a bulk refillery market, where 
one can fill their own container with everything from toothpaste, 
shampoo, lotion, essential oils, CBD to laundry soda, soap, hand 
sanitizer to flours, grains, granola, honey, and spices. We sell containers 
too for your convenience. We also offer a wide variety of household and 
body care accessories made of sustainable alternatives to plastic. In the 
spring through fall, we also offer fresh locally grown produce.
 
How the business started: We wanted to create a community hub 
where folks could not only come to shop for quality, natural, and 
sustainable products, but also feel a sense of connection and inspiration for conscious consumerism.

Future goals: We look forward to being a long-term presence in Blaine and being part of the growth of this wonderful town. 
We endeavor to continually provide high quality products and service that reflect our own learning about sustainable living 
and practices. We commit to providing our community with customer service filled with care, friendship, and joy. Thank you 
for supporting us and making our day!

ALLEY AUTO INC

We Install Quality NAPA Parts.

365 D Street  •  360-332-7018
 MON-FRI 8AM TO 5:30PM

We won’t be 
undersold on all 

truck, car and 
motorhome tires!

We’re small, but we have it all! 
In stock, same day or next day service!
Your one-stop shop for all your 
automotive needs!

Leonard D.M. Saunders, Attorney at Law

The Immigration Law Firm

360-332-7100
www.blaineimmigration.com • 435 Martin St., Suite 2010 • Blaine, WA

• U.S. green cards / naturalization
• Work / investor visas
• Denied entry waivers
• Removal hearings • NEXUS appeals

www.blaineimmigration.com • 435 Martin St., Suite 1010 • Blaine, WA

• U.S. green cards / naturalization
• Inadmissibility waivers
• TN (NAFTA) work permits
• U.S. Citizenship claims

Leonard D.M. Saunders, Attorney at Law

360-332-7100

Community members show interest in 
city council seat; 5 selected for interviews
B y  G r a c e  M c c a r t H y 

Blaine City Council unani-
mously voted to accept appli-
cations that were submitted af-
ter the deadline for the at-large 
councilmember position, former-
ly held by Alicia Rule, and moved 
forward five applicants to be in-

terviewed February 1.
During a January 25 special 

meeting, council discussed re-
ducing the number of applicants 
to be interviewed, which they can 
do according to the council rules 
of procedure. The city received 
13 applications, some of which 
were submitted past the January 
15 deadline because the posi-
tion was advertised as open until 
filled.

“I think we can all agree the 
number of applicants is real-
ly cool,” councilmember Garth 
Baldwin said. “It’s great the num-
ber of people who want to help 
our city.”

Council has procedures to ap-
point new councilmembers but 
doesn’t for reducing the number 
of applicants, according to the 
city. Councilmembers ultimately 
voted 6-0 to move forward by ap-
proving the applications submit-
ted after the deadline.

During discussion period, 
councilmember Eric Davidson 
asked Baldwin to recuse himself 
due to a statement Baldwin made 
in a previous meeting when he 
asked council to consider select-
ing a female candidate or candi-
date similar to Rule, because that 
is who residents voted for. David-
son argued this statement created 
a seed of doubt that if a woman 
were selected, it would only be 
for her gender.

Mayor Bonnie Onyon clarified 
that Baldwin was expressing his 
own opinion, not council’s, and 
therefore did not need to be re-
cused.

Councilmembers then con-
vened in executive session to 
discuss candidate qualifications. 

After the executive session, coun-
cilmembers unanimously voted 
on five candidates who would 
move forward for interviews. 
Applicants moving forward in 
the process will be interviewed 
during a February 1 special coun-
cil meeting.

Applicants to be interviewed:
John Calvin Armerding

Armerding is a current math 
teacher at Meridian High School. 
He earned his bachelor’s degree in 
aerospace engineering at the Uni-
versity of Washington in 1989 
and completed the Washington 
state post-baccalaureate teaching 
program in 2004. 

Armerding has served on the 
city of Blaine’s planning commis-
sion since about 2012, serving 
the past three years as chair of the 
commission. He is also president 
of Combat Veteran’s Internation-
al, a veteran’s nonprofit he has 
been a member of since 1998.

“I joined the planning commis-
sion because I wanted to ensure 
that we maintained our trajecto-
ry of reasonable growth and at-
tractiveness to visitors while not 
losing the small town feel that 
originally caused me to purchase 
a home here,” he wrote in his ap-
plication, later adding, “I believe 
that city council needs to contin-
ue to carefully weigh the advan-
tages and disadvantages of any 
proposal that spends the money 
of the residents to ensure that we 
are efficiently utilizing our hard 
earned dollars.”

Sukhwant Singh Gill
Gill has been a business owner 

for over 26 years in Blaine, run-

New county mental health and detox center
aims to reduce incarceration, treat behavioral crisis
B y  c o n o r  W I l s o n 

(See Center, next page) 

(See Applicants, next page) 

s The Crisis Stabilization Center, located at 2026 Division Street in Bellingham.                   Photo by Conor Wilson

After nearly a decade of plan-
ning, a new mental health and 
detox facility opened its doors to 
patients in Whatcom County on 
January 4.

The Crisis Stabilization Center 
will replace the Whatcom Coun-
ty Triage Center as the only facil-
ity of its kind in the county for 
treating those experiencing men-
tal health or substance abuse cri-
ses. The new center at 2026 Di-
vision Street in Bellingham adds 
an additional 12,000 square feet 

and 19 beds compared to the old 
facility.

The 24,450-square-foot cen-
ter will be split into two 16-bed 
sides, one for mental and behav-
ioral health stabilization and the 
other for substance withdrawal 
and detox. The mental health ser-
vices will be managed by Com-
pass Health and the detox side 
will be run by Pioneer Human 
Services. 

Patients at the facility will re-
ceive 24/7 nursing and most are 
expected to stay between three 
and five days. Upon discharge, 

patients will be provided ongo-
ing treatment options focused on  
recovery. 

The center cost $12.5 million; 
the state Department of Com-
merce provided $7 million, the 
North Sound Behavioral Health 
Organization contributed $2.5 
million and the county’s behav-
ioral health fund contributed the 
remaining $3 million. Blaine Po-
lice Department sergeant Michael 

Munden said the center provides 
an alternative to incarceration 
and will help those experienc-
ing behavioral health crises seek 
treatment as an alternative to the 
county jail system.

“As state-run behavioral health 
facilities have closed, more and 
more people with behavioral 
health issues are homeless and 
unable to care for themselves,” 
he said. 

The increased capacity is also 
expected to reduce the number of 
individuals seeking treatment at 
PeaceHealth St. Joseph’s Hospital. 

The center will primarily serve 
those seeking voluntary treat-
ment. Currently, the center is 
not allowed to involuntarily hold 
patients, but Compass Health is 
working on getting a certification 
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Commitment 
Special 2021  
Call to learn how 

to earn free classes
973-865-2764

Whole Pilates
of Birch Bay

We now offer... AUTOMOBILE DETAILING

Full Car or Truck Detail

Starting at  
$249+tax

some exclusions apply

• Exterior wash & dry
• Steam clean seats
• Steam clean & degrease 
  engine bay
• Steam clean wheel 
  wells/trims
• Removal of road tar & pitch
• Exterior hand wax
• Compound, polish & buff
• Interior vacuum

• Clean door jambs, seams 
  & hinges
• Steam clean & extract carpets
• Clean interior/exterior glass
• Wipe & polish dashboard
• Ultraprotection on 
  vinyl/leather
• Tire dressing
• Bumper & rubber dressing
• Air freshener

We offer pick up & delivery service

GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE

A U T O  S A L E S
&  D E T A I L I N G

360.739.8233 
to schedule

6885 Guide Meridian, Lynden
www.ChadChambersAutos.com

Office Phone: 
360.392.8703

Detail to include:

ning a gas station, gift store and 
restaurant. He attended universi-
ty in India before becoming a cer-
tified nursing aid in Washington.

Gill serves on the Blaine tour-
ism advisory committee and has 
been president of Guru Nanak 
Guru Sikh Temple for three years 
and served on its board for eight 
years. During the pandemic, the 
temple has been serving food and 
clothing to Whatcom County res-
idents in need. In his application, 
Gill said he has a strong working 
knowledge of Blaine’s economy 
and experience managing large 
budgets through economic fluc-
tuation.

“I’m a hard working commu-
nity member with deep under-
standing of needs of our city,” 
Gill wrote in his application. “I 
have a goal for the city of Blaine 
to be a great place for living, great 
place for business and tourism 
with great opportunity for recre-
ation, while preserving neighbor-
hood character and our historic 
landmarks.” 

Kerena Higgins
Higgins received her bache-

lor’s degree from the University 
of Vermont and law degree from 
Seattle University. In her applica-
tion, Higgins said over 20 years’ 
of public service has taught her 
the complexities of large budgets, 
balancing competing interests 
on complicated issues and the 
importance of listening to stake-

holders.
Higgins is currently the manag-

ing attorney at Regional Services 
Division who provides client ad-
vice and coordinates legal ser-
vices to higher education in the 
area, including Western Wash-
ington University and Education-
al Service District 189.

“I have lived in the city for 
years, and am excited about the 
opportunity to put my skills and 
voice to use,” Higgins wrote in 
her application. “I appreciate that 
now is an especially challenging 
time, and I feel it’s important now 
more than ever to do what I can 
to be a positive influence on our 
community.”

Sheli Moore
Moore attended Blaine High 

School before receiving her as-
sociate’s degree from Edmonds 
Community College and going to 
Bellingham Technical College for 
bookkeeping. Moore is the co-
vice chair of the Salishan Neigh-
borhood Association, a member 
of the neighborhood’s gardeners 
market and commissioner for the 
Blaine-Birch Bay Park and Recre-
ation District 2.

“[I] would like to become in-
volved with the city of Blaine and 
learn all that is going on and help 
it become the best city it can be,” 
Moore wrote in her application.

Sharon Somers-Hill
Somers-Hill is a registered 

nurse in Washington and former-
ly Canada, New Zealand and Cal-
ifornia. She is a former co-owner 
of an importing business in New 
Zealand. She attended Orange 

Investigators have determined 
that nearly 30,000 gallons of oil 
leaked from train cars during the 
December 22 Custer derailment.

Authorities have yet to pub-
licly announce what caused the 
108-car train to derail in Custer, 
toppling ten cars from the tracks 
that forced evacuations. 

Washington State Department 
of Ecology (DOE) reported on 
its website that 28,962 gallons 
of oil either burned, evaporated 
or were recovered. Workers were 
unable to recover 5,400 to 8,000 
gallons of the highly flammable 
Bakken crude oil.

To remediate the remaining 
contamination, crews have in-
stalled a bioventing system that 
pipes oxygen into the ground and 
over time breaks down petroleum 
hydrocarbons.

DOE spokesperson Ty Kelt-
ner said this is not guaranteed to 
clean up all of the contamination, 

but is a method that BNSF has 
used to effectively clean up other 
oil spills in the past.

Dave Byers, DOE response sec-
tion manager, said the cleanup 
process will take years until ful-
ly complete. “It won’t be a time-
frame of a few weeks or months,” 
he said.

DOE workers will construct 
groundwater monitoring wells 
at the site next month to detect 
off-site oil migration. Testing of 
nearby wells has shown no evi-
dence of contamination, the DOE 
reported.

BNSF Railway engineers can 
better estimate how long the 
cleanup will take once they know 
more about the organic content 
of the soil, particle size and po-
rosity of soil, Byers said.

Crews completed excavat-
ing contaminated soil and add-
ing new soil on January 6, DOE 
reported. Air monitoring also 
stopped that week after finding 
no air quality concerns.

Byers said it’s difficult to com-
pare this accident to other de-
railments because all accidents 
are slightly different. The Custer 
derailment stood out from other 
incidents in that the resulting fire 
burned off oil, the contamination 
is not suspected to have escaped 
the derailment site and there is 
no evidence of harmed wildlife.

Byers’ last crude oil derailment 
experience was the 2016 de-
railment in Mosier, Oregon. Al-
though not in the state, Washing-
ton DOE responded to the scene 
where 16 of the 96 cars derailed 
about 600 feet from the Colum-
bia River, releasing about 47,000 
gallons of oil.

Trains, pipelines and vessels 
transport over 20 billion gallons 
of oil through Washington per 
year, according to DOE data. 
Since 2005, the state has had a 
goal of zero spills and U.S. Coast 
Guard data shows Washington 
maintains one of the lowest spill 
rates in the U.S.

“Fortunately, our experience 
with crude oil derailments and 
fires isn’t too deep,” Byers said.

Crude oil shipments have con-
tinually increased since 2012, 

when it first started being trans-
ported by rail in Washington, ac-
cording to DOE’s latest quarterly 
report on crude oil shipments by 
rail and pipeline. 

Custer derailment leaked nearly 30,000 gallons of crude oil
B y  G r a c e  M c c a r t H y

s Crews completed excavating contaminated soil and adding new soil 
on January 6.                    
                                               Photo courtesy Washington State Department of Ecology

Coast College in California be-
fore graduating from the former 
Vancouver General Hospital 
School of Nursing. She also stud-
ied theology and leadership at 
Fuller Theological Seminary in 
California. 

“When people feel their voic-
es are heard, they find it easier 
to become engaged and are more 
likely to begin to care about their 
neighborhoods and their neigh-
bors,” Somers-Hill wrote in her 
application. “Instead of Blaine 
being cut up into neighborhoods 
we could all feel as one, that we 
all have a voice, and we are all 
valued.”

Applicants ...
From previous page

Center ...
From previous page

to allow holds up to 12 hours for 
behavioral crises. Holds will not 
be used on the detox side.

Whatcom County Council 
identified the increasing need for 
the stabilization center in 2015, 
and made it a key priority of the 
Incarceration Prevention and Re-
duction Task Force, according 
to the county website. Jack Hov-
enier, co-chair of the task force, 

said the county started fund-
ing the project a decade ago but 
construction was delayed due to 
uncertainty on how the county 
would provide long-term fund-
ing for staff and maintenance, 
as well as how to cover costs for 
individuals needing care without 
insurance. 

The facility’s goal is to not turn 
anyone away, Hovenier said. This 
means state funding will be need-
ed to provide services to those 
who do not qualify for Medicaid 
or cannot afford it. 

“Study after study suggests the 
time to help someone stop using 
is when they’re motivated to do 
it,” he said. “If you tell someone, 
‘Great, we will help you detox in 
three days,’ the odds of them re-
turning aren’t that high. Having 
the capacity to meet people at 
the time they’re ready to stop is 
huge.”

Despite the increase in facility 
capacity, Munden said he expects 
availability will continue to be an 
issue.

“The sad fact is every commu-

nity in Whatcom County faces 
this issue, so we will all be com-
peting for space,” he said. “Often 
this means we are only able to 
help those who are clearly not ca-
pable of caring for themselves or 
that pose a danger to themselves 
or the community.” 

Long-term funding assurance 
for the facility, beyond a few 
years, is not guaranteed, Hove-
nier said. However, he said he is 
optimistic Whatcom County will 
find a way to fund the facility, 
given the wide support from the 

county government and county 
executive Satpal Sidhu.

 “Most studies indicate when 
you spend money on these 
services, the social good more 
than pays off the investment you 
make,” he said. “It’s smart pub-
lic policy, and it’s compassion-
ate, but it’s also quite practical in 
terms of minimizing harm to the 
rest of society.”

To access the center’s services, 
call 360/676-2020.


