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Shorecrest author 
publishes book
Page A-10

Shelton senior soccer 
player leads defense
Page A-31

INSIDE TODAY
Daylight Savings Time 

Begins Sunday at 2:00 a.m.

Remember to Set Your Clocks 
Ahead One Hour

House fire
A fire severely damaged an older single-family residence Sunday on Walnut Street in Shelton. The fire was 
reported about 10:40 p.m. and Central Mason Fire & EMS units arrived about five minutes later. Five oc-
cupants and a dog escaped the blaze without injury. Firefighters rescued a cat from inside the home. 
Fire investigators determined the cause was accidental and estimated damage to be $100,000. Fire dis-
tricts No. 4 and No. 11, along with Mason County Public Utility District No. 3, assisted with the response.  
Journal photo by Shawna Whelan

By Gordon Weeks
gordon@masoncounty.com

On Monday, for the first time in a year, stu-
dents at every grade level will be inside all eight 
schools in the Shelton School District.

Returning in a hybrid model of in-person and 
distance learning will be students in grades two, 
three, four, six, eight, nine, 10, 11 and 12. On 
Feb. 22, the district welcomed students in pre-
school through first grade, fifth grade and sev-
enth grade back to the classrooms in the blended 
model.

“We’ve double-checked everything, crossed 
our T’s, dotted our I’s, and I’m glad to say we are 
prepared and ready to go,” Maryann Marshall, 
the district’s executive director of instructional 
programs PK-12, told the Shelton School Board 
on Tuesday. “We’ve looked at staffing and prac-
tices and procedures over and over again.”

“It’s been a tremendous team effort, it was all 
hands on deck to get this done,” said Superinten-
dent Alex Apostle. “I’m sure March 15th will be 
another great day in the Shelton School District.”

Under the reopening plan, students are di-
vided into two groups and use either Schedule A 
or Schedule B. The Schedule A students attend 
class in-person on Mondays and Tuesdays, and 
online Wednesdays through Fridays; students 
on Schedule B are online Mondays through 
Wednesdays, and in the classrooms Thursdays 
and Fridays. The school buildings are cleaned on 
Wednesdays.

Shelton students 
return Monday

By Katie Hayes
katie@masoncounty.com

Jim Byrd remembers the moment he fell in love 
with his late wife, Laurie. He was a commercial fish-
erman, fixing his net and put-
ting supplies in his boat at the 
Hoodsport Dock, when Lau-
rie — who he didn’t know at 
the time — walked toward his 
boat.

“I kept looking at her,” Byrd 
remembered. “She locked her 
eyes on me and she didn’t take 
her eyes off me. She walked 
right down to the side of my 
boat and we started talking 
about fishing and stuff.”

When Byrd invited Lau-
rie fishing, she climbed in the 
boat and they were together 
from that day on. Two years 
later, in 1979, the pair mar-
ried and Laurie took the last 
name “Byrd.” When asked if he remembers the mo-
ment he fell in love, Jim said without hesitation, 
“probably from the minute she said ‘hello.’ ”

Jim and Laurie Byrd had three children, nine 
grandchildren and one great-grandchild. They spent 
their 42-year marriage as Skokomish Nation resi-
dents, until Laurie died Feb. 3.

The family had a celebration of life service for 
her Saturday at Hood Canal School. On their way 

to the service, however, Jim, his daughter and his 
granddaughter were hit head-on by a car driving the 
wrong direction on U.S. Highway 101.

Jim said he saw a Dodge Durango drive the wrong 
way up an offramp and head straight toward him. 
The Durango then hit Byrd’s 2008 Honda Civic.

Jim and his daughter Misty Byrd, 41, were trans-
ported to Mason General Hospital. Jim was knocked 
unconscious and said he regained consciousness in 

the ambulance. The next thing 
he remembers is waking up in 
the emergency room, explain-
ing to a nurse that he would 
have to tell his wife they no lon-
ger had a car. Then he remem-
bered they were on the way to 
her funeral.

Jim was discharged from the 
hospital, but said he has a bro-
ken bone in his back, bruises on 
his chest and ribs, and that his 
neck is sore. 

Misty Byrd, who was in 
the passenger seat, was lat-
er transported to Harborview 
Medical Center and has a shat-
tered knee. As of Monday, Jim 
said she had one surgery but 

would require another. Misty’s 21-year-old daughter 
— Jim’s granddaughter — is doing OK, Jim said.

“I don’t know what hurt worse,” Jim said. “Being 
in the wreck or having to miss the funeral.”

Jim remembers his wife as someone who was cre-
ative and kind, and loved the outdoors. She hiked, 
swam, kayaked, dove, camped and hunted. Her first 

‘Something special about her’
Driver strikes family 
en route to funeral

see WRECK, page A-15

“I don’t know what 
hurt worse. Being in 
the wreck or having  
to miss the funeral.”

Jim Byrd, whose vehicle was  
stuck by a wrong-way driver  

Saturday morning on U.S. 101 
on the way to the funeral  

of his late wife, Laurie

see SCHOOLS, page A-2

By Gordon Weeks
gordon@masoncounty.com

A proposed 400-unit housing  
development deal between the City of 
Shelton and a Virginia-based company 
is dead.

City Manager Jeff Niten announced 
in a news release last week that the 
city had removed any items about 
the property from next week’s Shel-
ton City Council meeting agenda. On 
Tuesday, he confirmed to the Shelton-
Mason County Journal that the pro-
posal was no longer being considered.

“The council is reviewing all  
options for all city-owned parcels,  
including the parcel discussed for 
workforce housing,” Niten wrote.

That declaration seemingly ends 
EquityPlus’s effort to develop an  
affordable-housing neighborhood 
on the city’s watershed and largest 
greenbelt.

The city was considering selling  
86 acres near the intersection of Wal-
lace Kneeland Boulevard and East 
Brockdale Road to EquityPlus for a proj-
ect called Shelton Workforce Housing  
Development. The company proposed 

City rejects 
housing 
proposal

see HOMES, page A-11
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time hunting, Jim said, was just after they were mar-
ried and she was pregnant with their first daughter. 
While hunting elk, they came upon a herd and she 
exclaimed, “Oh, look, a herd of horses!”

“Pretty much after that she was hooked on it,” 
Jim said “She wanted to go all the time.” 

Jim added that they played a lot of softball togeth-
er and belonged to a co-ed team for several years. 
Laurie earned the nickname “Scooter” because “she 
could really jet around the bases.”

When their first daughter was born, Laurie went 
to the early childhood education program Head 
Start with her. Ultimately, Laurie began working 

for Head Start and stayed until all her children went 
through the program. She later taught in the Hood 
Canal School District.

“She loved just being with kids,” Jim said. “There 
were a lot of troubled kids that loved her. She would 
show them how to do the work and they would do 
it. They would get really good. But other teachers 
couldn’t do that. She was a very special woman.”

Until Laurie became ill, Jim said, she enjoyed go-
ing on school trips.

Laurie was diagnosed with a rare form of can-
cer, Jim said, with only 20 known cases in the U.S. 
and 200 in the world. He took care of her for three 
years before she died. A few days before Christmas, 
he said, Laurie was undergoing chemotherapy treat-
ment and asked the doctor when she would be cured. 

The doctor told her there was no cure.
“When she was in the hospital, the last day that 

she was breathing, I kissed her on her forehead and 
I kissed her on her lips and told her I loved her,” Jim 
said. “She squeaked out, ‘I love you’ and that was the 
last thing she said.”

“There was something special about her,” Jim 
said.

The driver who caused the crash, a 39-year-old 
Shelton man, was arrested Saturday on suspicion 
of two counts of vehicular assault. As of 12 p.m. on 
Tuesday, the Mason County Prosecuting Attorney’s 
Office had not filed charges. According to a news re-
lease from the Washington State Patrol, drugs or al-
cohol were involved. Both cars were totaled.

continued from page A-1

Wreck: Husband remembers late wife as creative and kind

Clockwise from above: Laurie Byrd is seen selling fireworks at Thunderbird Fireworks in the 
2000s. Laurie and Jim Byrd are seen with their three children Misty, Jimmy and Willow (from 
left to right). Photos courtesy of the Byrd family

Jim Byrd shares a picture on his cellphone of Laurie Byrd making Christmas decorations 
Monday afternoon on the Skokomish reservation. Jim Byrd shares a picture of Laurie Byrd 
kayaking, one of her favorite hobbies. Journal photos by Katie Hayes, 
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