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Early childhood development continues 

virtually amid coronavirus crisis
By Heather Spaulding

Reporter

Parenting can be difficult 
during the best circumstances, 
parenting in the midst of a 
pandemic is even more so. For 
those with infants and toddlers 
who may have concerns, there 
are programs that offer assistance.

“I am not sure parents are aware 
of what is out there,” Tess White, 
a teacher at Toddlers Learning 
Center, said. “If you are wonder-
ing at all about your child’s behav-
ior, we can answer questions and 
do an intake screening over the 
phone.”

Toddler Learning Center is 
a 30-year-old nonprofit orga-
nization that provides therapy, 
education, and parent support for 
children 0-36 months with devel-
opmental delays. TLC began on 
Whidbey Island and expanded to 
include both Island and San Juan 
counties. The cost of the program 
is variable and is often completely 
subsidized by grants, donations 
and insurance policies. Screening 
and intake are free for everyone.

White has been with the center 
for nearly seven years. She has 
been working with kids since 

she was a teenager, she said, but 
became focused on early child-
hood intervention after the birth 
of her daughter, who is on the 

autism spectrum.
“I got very interested in chil-

dren’s development because I had 
a child that was developing a little 

differently,” White said.
White has a master’s degree in 

early childhood special educa-
tion. Her clients include seven 

families in San Juan County and 
other families on Whidbey. She 
works with toddlers who are 
experiencing speech delays, as 
well as young children with more 
complex physical and learning 
issues. When White talks about 
her job, however, she talks in 
terms of the entire family.

“We are here for family and 
parental support, as well as 
the child,” White said. “It is the 
parents who are in the child’s life 
on a daily basis, so we provide 
them with the tools.”

White added that she wished 
there had been an early child-
hood intervention program like 
the center for her daughter. Such 
programs help parents under-
stand their child’s unique needs. 
For the toddler with developmen-
tal delays, the program can help 
ensure they have the environment 
and learning opportunities that fit 
their situation.

San Juan islander Kailey 
Genther and her husband first 
discovered the Toddler Learn-
ing Center through Washington’s 
Early Support for Infants and 
Toddlers program when their son 
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Left: Mom Kailey Genther with daughter Aisling. Right: Genther’s son Caden.
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Unapproved COVID-19 ‘vaccine’ 
causes stir on San Juan Island

Coronavirus has saturated the 
daily lives of people around the 
world. Many scientists are work-
ing tirelessly to find a vaccination 
or a cure for the deadly disease 
the virus causes — COVID-19. 
To date, 14 cases of the virus 
have been identified in San Juan 
County.

Seattle-based scientist Johnny 
Stine is a long-time friend of 
Friday Harbor Mayor Farhad 
Ghatan. In a public post on 
Ghatan’s Facebook, Stine asked 

the mayor when he would like 
Stine to give him his “vaccine.” 
The post sparked a debate on 
social media last week.

“I was asked to come visit a 
long time friend who had an 
interest in my work with [COVID-
19] antibodies and immunogen, 
the spike protein,” Stine told the 
Journal. “I never said that I was 
coming to sell anything or to visit 
anyone else. I was [there] because 
a friend asked for my help.”

To date, no vaccine has been 
approved for defense against 
COVID-19 and it will likely still 
be a year or more before a vaccine 

is widely available, according to 
Dr. Anthony Fauci, director of the 
National Institute of Allergy and 
Infectious Diseases. The World 
Health Organization announced 
on April 25 that possessing the 
antibodies for COVID-19 has not 
been proven to protect someone 
from contracting the disease.

San Juan County Health Offi-
cer Dr. Frank James reiterated the 
need for hypervigilance regarding 
supposed cures or vaccines.

“I just want to highlight that 
in these times of uncertainty, 
unfortunately, there are those 
with bad intentions who will take 

advantage of this situation for 
financial gain or to further their 
own personal agendas,” James 
told the Journal. “Many self-pro-
claimed experts are providing 
information, paid services, or 
advice, much of which is inac-
curate, and some of which is 
outright dangerous.”

The controversy
Though no specific date was 

discussed on the public post, 
community members ques-
tioned the mayor’s thinking on 

By Mandi Johnson

Editor
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H
ey there!  My name is Jason Gross and 
I have been a deputy here on Orcas for 
almost 4 years. I like to tell people that 

ask, that this is my one and only “Cop job.”  

I had never been in law enforcement before 

and I can’t imagine working anywhere else.  

I love the fact that we get to do community 

policing and have time to be involved with 

the great community we have on Orcas. 

I grew up in Tumwater, WA and shortly after 

I graduated high school I enlisted in the 

Marine Corps. I got to honorably serve and 

went over sea’s a few times. After getting 

out of the service I worked for The YMCA 

down in Olympia for 6 years, running before 

and after school programs and summer 

camps. I went to work for Home Depot after 

that for about a year. I felt like something 

was missing in my life so I decided to try 

and work in law enforcement as I knew 

what it felt like to serve my country and  

now I wanted to serve my local community.  

I was blessed to get the job up here and 

have never looked back!

The best thing about moving up here for 

the job was that it gave me the opportunity 

to meet my beautiful wife! I never imagined 

that I would not only find someone that 

was from the islands but also wanted to 

stay here for the rest of our lives! It is a 

wonderful feeling that not only do we have 

a chance to raise our future family here but 

that her family is here as well.  

A few questions that were asked us of in this 

segment (thank you Colleen) to help people 

get to know us were; What do you do for 

fun? What would you be doing for a career 

if you weren’t in law enforcement? Where 

would your dream vacation be?

Once all this pandemic stuff is over I love 

spending time with my family. If I wasn’t 

in law enforcement I most likely would 

be doing something in the child care 

department whether it be at Orkilia (which 

I wish I knew about a long time ago!) or 

going to college to get my teaching degree. 

Last but not least, my dream vacation would 

be to just travel anywhere that we wanted!  

I would love to go back to Ireland!
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Caeden, who is now 4 and 
has aged out of the program, 
needed assistance with his 
speech. White became his 
speech therapist and comes 
to their house once a week.

“He is always excited 
to see her,” Genther said, 
adding that White has 
become another positive 
adult in her son’s life.

Now, White works with 
Genther’s daughter, Aisling, 
who is 15 months old and 
has experienced social 
apprehension.

“All moms have a sense 

of what’s up with their 
children,” Genther said. 
“They know if something 
isn’t quite right. Working 
with Tess [White] and the 
Toddler Learning Center 
gave me that validation.”

Genther’s children have 
different needs and the fact 
the staff has the ability to 
address such a wide variety 
of situations is a testament 
to the Toddler Learning 
Center, Genther said.

Doctor referrals are not 
required, and intake screen-
ing can be done over the 
phone or via online during 
the COVID epidemic, White 
explained. The screening 
focuses on the five areas of 

development which include 
cognitive development, 
such as the child’s ability 
to learn and solve prob-
lems; social and emotional 
development; speech and 
language development; fine 
motor skills, like holding 
utensils; and gross motor 
skill development, like 
walking. Screening ques-
tions center around how the 
child functions during their 
daily routine.

According to White, the 
staff at the center is happy 
to answer any parental 
concerns, including what to 
expect, and what is typical 
behavior for toddlers and 
infants. Staff will also refer 
families to other programs 
that could offer general 
support, should the child 
not qualify at the center.

White also provided a few 
tips for parents struggling 
through school closures 
and sheltering in place. 
Her first suggestion was to 
try maintaining a schedule, 
or at least some structure, 
so children know what to 
expect.

“Some kind of routine 
helps all ages feel a little 
more normal,” White said, 
adding that her family 
walks every day, it’s now 

expected. “Feeling over-
whelmed, especially right 
now, is normal. Don’t be 
too hard on yourself.”

Genther and her family 
have been keeping daily 
journals as part of their 
daily quarantine routine. 
The entries might sound 
pretty basic, including 
chores like feeding the 
animals, Genther said with 
a laugh, however, in years to 
come, it might be interest-
ing to read about how they 
coped during the COVID-19 
epidemic.

New technology has been 
extremely helpful during 
these times. Currently, 
meetings with White occur 
virtually rather than face-
to-face, but they have still 
been invaluable, Genther 
explained.

“Early Childhood devel-
opment intervention has 
really given the whole 
family support and the tools 
to move forward,” Genther 
said. “It made us realize 
these issues were not bad 
horrible things, we just 
needed to work on them.”

For more information 
about TLC, call 360-370-
7518 or visit https://www.
tlcwhidbey.org/.
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inviting someone from off 
the island amid a health 
order restricting travel and 

accommodations to the 
islands.

“Johnny offered me his 
vaccine over a month ago 
but was too busy to come 
to the island. In comments 
made on a Facebook post 
we discussed having him 
come up in the near future 
to see me if I still wanted 
to be treated,” Ghatan told 
the Journal. “Having this 
discussion during a period 
when travel to the islands 
was strongly discouraged 
was simply wrong and I am 
sorry. It was also wrong to 
discuss a private medical 
issue on a public forum 
and that this error in judg-
ment turned into a forum 
for public debate.”

In addition to the conver-
sation on Farhad’s Face-
book page, a March 2 
post from Stine’s personal 
page was circulated on 
local social media groups 
wherein Stine was offering 
his vaccine to people he 
knows for $400 per person 
for a primary vaccination 
and two boosters.

Stine responded to the 
community calling him a 
“snake-oil salesman,” by 
lashing out, using vulgar 

language and name-calling 
on the social media posts.

“It’s very easy to get trig-
gered by insults, especially 
when you’re working hard 
to help so many,” Stine said, 
adding that he has been 
working long hours and 
was “obviously triggered” 
by the response.

Ghat a n ,  t o o,  wa s 
offended, but for the 
community he serves, he 
explained. Ghatan said a 
number of island residents 
contacted him regarding 
Stine’s verbal attacks on 
community members and 
noted that he does not 
approve of the language 
used.

Many of those involved 
in the group discussion 
claimed that they’ve noti-
fied several authorities 
including the Washing-
ton Department of Health, 
the Washington Attorney 
General and the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation.

About Stine and his 
injection

In 2005, Stine founded 
the company Spaltudaq, 
which later changed 
its name to Theraclone 

Sciences. In 2008 he 
launched North Coast 
Biologics, which he has 
since closed. He is listed 
as a co-author on a hand-
ful of studies, primarily 
regarding HIV antibody 
research. Stine noted that 
he doesn’t have a P.h.D. 
because he never defended 
his doctoral thesis.

Stine told the Journal the 
injection he is using is an 
immunogen – which is typi-
cally a protein placed under 
the skin to elicit an immune 
response. He said he has 
given himself the injection.

“I have been designing 
immunogens for 34 years to 
study, identify and neutral-
ize various targets,” Stine 
explained.

His immunogen was 
derived using a spike 
protein that was discov-
ered by the University of 
Texas in February. The 
mapping of this protein 
paves the way toward a 
vaccine, according to the 
study published in Science 
magazine in mid-March. 
Read the study at https://
science.sciencemag.org/
content/367/6483/1260/
tab-pdf.

A warning 
regarding 
unapproved 
vaccines

Federal, state and local 
government and health 
organizations across the 
globe warn people to 
beware of any unproven 
cure or vaccine that is being 
advertised.

“I encourage everyone 
— businesses, individuals, 
media, government staff, 
and others — to be thought-
ful about what information 
you choose to believe and 
share, and to look to only 
the most trusted sources 
for your facts,” James told 
the Journal. “In general, 
if it sounds too good to 
be true, it probably is. 
If anyone comes across 
something that is clearly a 
scam, please report it to the 
Washington State Attorney 
General’s Office.”

A complaint form for the 
Attorney General’s office 
can be found at https://
fortress.wa.gov/atg/form-
handler/ago/Complaint-
Form.aspx.

Injection
Continued from Page 1


