
By Briana alzola 
balzola@goanacortes.com

The first few min-
utes of Barbara Mead-
ers’ first-grade class are 
a flurry of activity, with 
students checking tech-
nology, finishing their 
breakfasts and greeting 
their friends.

The start  of  c lass 
also comes with a few 
moments of “Show and 
Tell.”

“Do you want  to 
see my baby brother?” 
shouts one student, while 
another holds up a new 
Pokemon card. Later, 
another student wil l 
address the class with a 
baby chick perched on 
her head and one will 
introduce a stuffed ani-
mal.

Anacortes students 
have been getting used 
to their new version 
of  onl ine educat ion. 

Schools buildings have 
been closed since March 
18 and will not reopen 
this school year to on-
site learning.

So far, these online 
meet ings  have  been 
optional and ungraded 
chances to connect and 
review material. Some 

students have participat-
ed; others have not.

But that will  soon 

By Briana alzola 
balzola@goanacortes.com

Outside the windows 
of the Birth Center at 
Island Hospital, expect-
ant and brand-new moth-
ers and fathers can nor-
mally see some bushes 
and flowers, a bit of sky 
and maybe a bird or two.

These days, there’s 
another view – faces 
peering back at them 
through the glass, some 
camped out with folding 
chairs and snacks.

Family members are 
finding new ways to con-
nect with those inside 
giving birth as the hospi-
tal limits visitors inside 
the center during the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

J e n n i f e r  L e a h y 
brought a chair  and 
snacks  wi th  her  on 
April 14 as her daughter 
labored inside the hospi-
tal. She spent most of the 
day outside the hospital, 
her phone on speaker 
p h o n e  a n d  a n s w e r-
ing questions from her 
daughter and offering 
support. She went home 
and slept for a few hours 

before coming back the 
next day.

“It wasn’t how I imag-
ined it would be,” she 
said of the birth of her 

first grandchild. But she 
still felt like she got to 
be a part in the birth and 
was able to stay connect-
ed to new parents Darian 

and Andrew the entire 
time.

She was able to keep 
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room with a view

Contributed / island Hospital

proud first-time grandparents, andrew and sally azure, joyfully welcome the 
newest member of their family, Kion, as they peer through the window and 
speak through their cell phones to parents, Haley azure and Jose Zaval.

Families meet through glass 
at hospital’s birth center

Safety still 
goal decade 
after fatal 
explosion

Pandemic adds 
challenges to 
pool’s plans

Teachers, students prepare to finish 
school year with virtual learning

By Monique Merrill
mmerrill@skagitpublish-
ing.com

Fidalgo Pool and Fit-
ness Center commission-
ers are working on ways 
to stay out of the red dur-
ing the closure caused by 
the COVID-19 pandemic 
while they consider how 
to move forward with 
efforts to replace the 
aging pool facility.

At a virtual board 
m e e t i n g , E x e c u t i v e 
Director Mitch Ever-
ton reported that he had 
applied for the Paycheck 
Protection Program loan 
to cover the next three 
months of payroll and 
benefits, with plans to use 
leftover funds on utilities.

He said most employ-
ees filed unemployment 
claims, and he is hope-
ful that the PPP loan 
will be forgiven, which 
would save the pool from 
coming in $30,000 short 
of budget by the end of 
March next year.

M a r c h  f i n a n c i a l s 
showed a $24,000 drop 
in revenue but also an 
$18,000 drop in expenses.

“Our monthly finan-
cials are basically going 
to lose much of their 

meaning, for obvious 
reason,” Everton said. 
“There’s value in keeping 
track of the financials, the 
variance has pretty much 
gone out the window.”

Everton suggested 
that the pool should look 
into hosting virtual yoga 
classes or any fitness 
programs that can be fol-
lowed along at home in 
the downtime. Instruc-
tor and marketer Sarah 
McCabe said she would 
look into the possibility.

The momentum of the 
city and the pool’s pos-
sible joint community 
center came to a halt 
when COVID-19 spread 
to the community, and 
Everton said all the joint 
meetings planned had 
been canceled. Commis-
sioner Andrew Olson 
suggested the pool con-
tinue to move forward so 
that when, or if, the city 
is ready to return to the 
topic, progress will have 
been made.

Prior to the shutdown, 

By richard Walker
rwalker@goanacortes.com

Ten years after the 
state’s deadliest oil indus-
try accident killed seven 
people at Tesoro refinery 
in Anacortes, a former 
union president who had 
worked for years on safe-
ty legislation to prevent 
such accidents is optimis-
tic new safety standards 
could be enacted this year.

Former local union 
president Steve Garey 
said standards adopted 
in 1992 told refineries 
what they “should” do 
to ensure worker safety. 
The updated standards, 
he said, essentially change 
“should” to “shall” and 
“must.”

The explosion at Teso-
ro occurred at 12:35 a.m. 
April 2, 2010. The efforts 
to enact stronger safety 
measures started long 
before that.

“We’ve been working 
on this since 1998,” said 
Garey, a retired machin-
ist at the refinery, which is 
now owned by Marathon 
Petroleum. He served 
for six years as head of 
United Steelworkers 
Local 12-591 and is one 
of seven labor represen-
tatives on L&I’s Process 
Safety Management Advi-
sory Committee, which 
is updating Washington 
Administrative Code 296-
67 — Safety Standards for 
Process Safety Manage-
ment of Highly Hazard-
ous Chemicals.

The proposed revised 
standards and current 
standards are available 
online at Washington 
Labor and Industries and 
Washington Legislature 
websites.

Deadly explosion
In the Tesoro explo-

sion, a carbon-steel pipe 
in the heat exchanger — 
a system used to remove 
impurities from raw naph-
tha — ruptured, causing 
an explosion and fire. The 
federal Chemical Safety 
Board determined that 
the rupture was caused 
by stress-related fissures 
in the interior of the pipe. 
The board determined 
Tesoro relied on faulty 
data regarding the struc-
tural integrity of the pipes; 
did not measure operating 
temperatures and pres-
sure; and failed to fix leak-
ing flanges where con-
necting pipes are bolted 
together.

The state Department 
of Labor and Industries 
faulted Tesoro for “fail-
ing to inspect equipment 
consistent with recognized 
engineering practices and 
industry standards; fail-
ing to test for cracks and 
other defects in equip-
ment prone to damage 
from thermal fatigue 
(and) chemical exposure; 
and failing to implement 
its own corrosion aware-
ness and management 
program.”

The Chemical Safety 
Board called for improve-
ments in the refinery’s 
equipment maintenance, 
inspections and r isk 
assessments. It also called 
for states to exercise reg-
ulatory authority over 
refinery safety.

The Anacortes Ameri-
can reached out to Mar-
athon Petroleum for  
comment, but received 
no response. Two repre-
sentatives of Tesoro, now 

Contributed / barbara Meaders

students in barbara Meaders’ first-grade class offer views of their artwork 
during a recent Zoom call. Meaders hosts the calls daily for whichever 
stuednts want to check in.

Contributed / island Hospital

Jennifer leahy waits outside island Hospital with anticipation for the arrival of granddaughter sophia. 
although she could not physically be in the room, leahy peaks through a window and speaks with her 
daughter, darian sanchez, by cell phone as sanchez goes through labor.

See Pool, page A8

See Babies, page A6

See Learning, page A4

See Tesoro, page A8
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ALBERT L.
BUD  HAYNES

September 3, 1931 -
April 1, 2020

Albert L. Haynes (Bud)
took  his  last  breath  on
Earth and his first breath
in  Heaven  on  April  1,
2020  at  7:00pm.  He  was
surrounded  by  his  3
daughters  who  adored
him  and  whom  he
adored,  as  well  as  his
granddaughter  with
whom  the  sun  rose  and
set  according  to  her
Grandfather.  God  was
gracious  to  give  his
daughters,  granddaugh-
ter,  grandsons,  and  son-
in-law's  time  to  express
their  love  and  gratitude
to the man who lived his
faith in Jesus through his
unconditional and selfless
love for family.

Bud was  born  in  Ana-
cortes  on  September  3,
1931 to Albert and Edith
Haynes.

His  life  in  Anacortes
was  marked  with  many
highlights.  In  his  youth,
he  was  a  natural  athlete
and at 6'2  was a member
of  the  Blackhawks  bas-
ketball  team.  The  mem-
bers  of  the  Blackhawks,
Skip,  Merle,  Pete,  AJ,
Clink,  and  Noel became
lifelong  friends  and  he
enjoyed many years  and
memories  with  these
men.

He  loved  his  beautiful
small  town of Anacortes
and supported the youth
by sitting in the bleachers
with his fellow sports en-
thusiast buddies.

He  graduated  from
Anacortes High School in
1949.  He  served  with
great  pride  in  the  U.S.
Air Force beginning De-
cember  1950  until  being
honorably  discharged
with  the  rank  of  Staff
Sergeant  in  1954.  He
served at the Air Defense
Command  at  Ent  Air
Force  Base,  Colorado
Springs and at Kimpo Air
Force Base, Korea. Serv-
ing the country he loved
was a defining time in his
life and he loved sharing
pictures  and  stories  of
those adventures.

Bud  went  to  work  at
Shell Oil Refinery during
their start-up in 1955. He
retired after 34 years as a
Safety  Supervisor.  Bud
continued  to  meet  with
his retired co-supervisors
for lunch for many years. 

His  years  were  also
filled  with  joyful  times
spent  with  his  beloved
church  family  at  Ana-
cortes  Christian  Church.
He served his Savior and
his church faithfully. 

He  instilled  within  his
children  and  grandchil-
dren a sense of self-worth
and  confidence  through
his unfailing love and en-
couragement.  He  was  a
man  of  great  faith  and
showed  his  family  who
Jesus is through his deep
love  and  selflessness  to-
ward  others.  Family was
everything to him and he
expressed it selflessly and
devotedly through acts of
kindness and love.  Love
of  family  is  one  of  the
greatest  legacies  that  he
has passed along. He was
a loyal friend and would
drop  everything  when
someone needed  a  help-
ing hand. His sense of hu-
mor and huge welcoming
smile  were  known  by
many. 

He  was  a  man  of  in-
tegrity, a gentleman at all
times,  a  leader,  and  a
man of immense generos-
ity.  He  was  sharp  as  a
tack  and  passed  on  his
crazy knack for numbers
to his Grandson, Erik.

In his words, God has
blessed my life with my 3
daughters,  who I love so
very  much  and  with
whom  I  am very  proud.
They  have  given  me  6
grandchildren that I love
so very much. What more
can  a  man  ask  of  God.
My cup runneth over.

He  is  survived  by  his
three daughters,  Candise
Van  Dyke  (Larry),
Christi Sandvik, and Lisa
Kelly  (John).  He  is  also
survived  by  his  grand-
daughter,  Chloe  Hays
(David),  his  grandsons,
David  Van  Dyke
(Linda),  Shawn  Van
Dyke (Katie), Todd Van
Dyke (Sarah), Erik Sand-
vik  (Marissa)  and  Jack
Kelly.  He  was  blessed
with  11  great-grandchil-
dren.

He  was  preceded  in
death  by  many  family
members  including  his
Mother,  Father,  Sister
Dolores  Van  Camp  and
long-time  girlfriend,
Alyce Andrews.

He  was  laid  to  rest  at
Fernhill  Cemetery  in
Anacortes  on  April  11,
2020, with a private, inti-
mate ceremony.

His life will be celebrat-
ed  with  a  memorial  in
August  at  Anacortes
Christian Church.
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DEATH NOTICE
LUCY S. OREB

Lucy  S.  Oreb,  89,  of
Anacortes,  passed  away
in Anacortes.

Arrangements  are  in
the care of Evans Funeral
Chapel  and  Crematory,
Inc., Anacortes, WA and
the San Juan Islands.

FRANK MORRIS
HANSEN

June 11, 1937 –
April 11, 2020

Frank  Morris  Hansen
(82)  of  Anacortes,  WA
peacefully  passed  away
with family by his side at
Island Hospital  on April
11, 2020. 

Born  on  June 11,  1937
in Seattle,  WA to Frank
Benjamin  and  Murrel
“Oralea” Hansen. 

As an infant, his parents
left  Seattle  to  return  to
Brayton,  IA  where  he
was raised with grandpar-
ents, numerous aunts, un-
cles,  and  cousins.  It  was
here  that  Frank  devel-
oped his quiet but strong
mid-western  personality
that would surely become
his most defining charac-
teristic.

After  graduating  vale-
dictorian  from  Exira
High  School  in  1955,  he
and  his  family  moved
back to Seattle where he
attended  the  University
of Washington. 

He received his Bache-
lor of Science in Electri-
cal  Engineering  in  1959
and  shortly  afterwards
began  working  for  the
Boeing Company on the
B-52 program. After five
years  there,  he  realized
his  heart  was  elsewhere;
he decided to enlist in the
Army  and  returned  to
school at U.W. where he
was  accepted  into  medi-
cal school. He earned his
Doctor  of  Medicine  in
1967  and  received  his
board  certifications  in
both Diagnostic Radiolo-
gy and Nuclear Medicine.

After graduating, Frank
was  stationed  in  Land-
stuhl, Germany for a few
years  providing  medical
support  to  base  families
as  well  as  wounded  sol-
diers  returning  from
Vietnam. As a Major, he
was  honorably  dis-
charged in June of 1975.

Frank  settled  in  Ana-
cortes and started Island
Radiology  and  Nuclear
Medicine  in  1975,  divid-
ing  his  time  between
Whidbey General and Is-
land Hospital. 

He  led  the  effort  in
bringing to the communi-
ty, along with his partners
John  Bame,  M.D.  and
Brad Jones, M.D., the ar-
rival  of  the  MRI,  CT
scanner,  mammography
& ultrasound equipment,
and state of the art digital
imaging.  Frank  was  also
instrumental in the estab-
lishment of Island Hospi-
tal  Foundation,  a  non-
profit whose mission is to
fundraise  in  support  of
the  hospital  &  its  com-
mitment  to  community
health.

He  met  his  love  Bar-
bara  Suver  and  shortly
after marrying, they built
a home in Anacortes and
started their family. 

Frank had a passion for
cars,  antique  clock  col-
lecting,  and  spending
summer  days  at  the
beach  with  friends  &
family.  Papa  Frank  re-
ceived  the  greatest  joy
from  his  grandchildren
who  always  made  him
laugh.

A  year  after  retiring
and  enjoying  “the  good
life”,  he  decided  he
missed  work  and  re-
turned,  but  this  time  to
Whidbey  Naval  Air  Sta-
tion  Hospital,  Oak  Har-
bor,  where he concluded
over  thirty-five  years  of
service to the community
he  cared  for  so  fondly.
The  lives  Frank  helped
save  and  the  people  he
impacted,  whether  it  be
from his  keen  diagnostic
skills  or  his  dry  &  stoic
nature,  leaves  a  lasting
legacy  and  he  will  be
missed.

Frank is survived by his
wife,  Barbara  Suver,
brother  Roger  Hansen,
DDS  (Jackie  Hardesty),
three  children,  Forbes
Hansen,  Lauren  Lucky
(Michael),  and  Christina
Ettedgui  (Jeremy),  as
well  as  3  grandchildren,
sisters-in-law,  brothers-
in-law,  nieces,  and
nephews. 

He  was  preceded  in
death  by  his  parents,
Frank & Oralea Hansen.

Frank  will  be  laid  to
rest at Holy Cross Ceme-
tery  in  Ellensburg,  WA.
Due  to  COVID-19,a
small  immediate  family
graveside  service  will  be
held. 

In  lieu  of  flowers,
please  consider  making
donations to Island Hos-
pital Foundation.

To  share  memories  of
Frank, please sign the on-
line guestbook at 

www.evanschapel.com.
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attended  the  University
of Washington. 

He received his Bache-
lor of Science in Electri-
cal  Engineering  in  1959
and  shortly  afterwards
began  working  for  the
Boeing Company on the
B-52 program. After five
years  there,  he  realized
his  heart  was  elsewhere;
he decided to enlist in the
Army  and  returned  to
school at U.W. where he
was  accepted  into  medi-
cal school. He earned his
Doctor  of  Medicine  in
1967  and  received  his
board  certifications  in
both Diagnostic Radiolo-
gy and Nuclear Medicine.

After graduating, Frank
was  stationed  in  Land-
stuhl, Germany for a few
years  providing  medical
support  to  base  families
as  well  as  wounded  sol-
diers  returning  from
Vietnam. As a Major, he
was  honorably  dis-
charged in June of 1975.

Frank  settled  in  Ana-
cortes and started Island
Radiology  and  Nuclear
Medicine  in  1975,  divid-
ing  his  time  between
Whidbey General and Is-
land Hospital. 

He  led  the  effort  in
bringing to the communi-
ty, along with his partners
John  Bame,  M.D.  and
Brad Jones, M.D., the ar-
rival  of  the  MRI,  CT
scanner,  mammography
& ultrasound equipment,
and state of the art digital
imaging.  Frank  was  also
instrumental in the estab-
lishment of Island Hospi-
tal  Foundation,  a  non-
profit whose mission is to
fundraise  in  support  of
the  hospital  &  its  com-
mitment  to  community
health.

He  met  his  love  Bar-
bara  Suver  and  shortly
after marrying, they built
a home in Anacortes and
started their family. 

Frank had a passion for
cars,  antique  clock  col-
lecting,  and  spending
summer  days  at  the
beach  with  friends  &
family.  Papa  Frank  re-
ceived  the  greatest  joy
from  his  grandchildren
who  always  made  him
laugh.

A  year  after  retiring
and  enjoying  “the  good
life”,  he  decided  he
missed  work  and  re-
turned,  but  this  time  to
Whidbey  Naval  Air  Sta-
tion  Hospital,  Oak  Har-
bor,  where he concluded
over  thirty-five  years  of
service to the community
he  cared  for  so  fondly.
The  lives  Frank  helped
save  and  the  people  he
impacted,  whether  it  be
from his  keen  diagnostic
skills  or  his  dry  &  stoic
nature,  leaves  a  lasting
legacy  and  he  will  be
missed.

Frank is survived by his
wife,  Barbara  Suver,
brother  Roger  Hansen,
DDS  (Jackie  Hardesty),
three  children,  Forbes
Hansen,  Lauren  Lucky
(Michael),  and  Christina
Ettedgui  (Jeremy),  as
well  as  3  grandchildren,
sisters-in-law,  brothers-
in-law,  nieces,  and
nephews. 

He  was  preceded  in
death  by  his  parents,
Frank & Oralea Hansen.

Frank  will  be  laid  to
rest at Holy Cross Ceme-
tery  in  Ellensburg,  WA.
Due  to  COVID-19,a
small  immediate  family
graveside  service  will  be
held. 

In  lieu  of  flowers,
please  consider  making
donations to Island Hos-
pital Foundation.

To  share  memories  of
Frank, please sign the on-
line guestbook at 

www.evanschapel.com.

JEFFREY
GORDON
RADKE

September 17, 1941 -
April 9, 2020

Jeff was  born  in Madi-
son,  WI,  on  September
17, 1941. 

He passed away peace-
fully at his home in Ana-
cortes,  WA  on  April  9,
2020.

After  graduating  from
high school in New Ulm,
MN,  Jeff  served  in  the
United  States  Marine
Corps. He was a percus-
sionist in the U.S. Marine
Corps  Forces  Pacific
band  stationed  at  Pearl
Harbor.

After discharge he pro-
cured a Bachelor of Sci-
ence degree in Music Ed-
ucation,  a  Master's  De-
gree  in  School  Adminis-
tration  and  a  Specialist
Diploma  in  School  Ad-
ministration.  He  was  a
band  director,  a  high
school principal, and then
a  financial  planner  and
regional  manager  work-
ing for AAL/Thrivent.

Jeff was devoted to his
God,  his  family,  his
friends,  and  his  country.
He  loved  the  outdoors,
fishing  and  hunting,  the
beauty  of  nature,  travel,
games  and  puzzles.  He
was  a  loving  husband,
dad, grandpa, and friend,
and  was  a  generous
provider and protector. If
there  was  humor or  fun
to be found, he found it.

He is survived and cele-
brated by his wife of 54
years,  Hildy,  (his "great-
est  blessing"  he  would
say),  daughters:  Kelly
(Seattle)  and  Shannon
(Geoff  Jones)  of  New-
port,  WA,  granddaugh-
ters Chloe and Anna, sib-
lings Rebecca Bodenstab,
Jill  Jamison  and  Ross
Radke (all of IL). 

Daughter  Patrice  Ann
preceded  him  to  life  in
heaven's eternal glory. 

Services are pending.
To  share  memories  of

Jeffrey,  please  sign  the
online  guestbook  at
https://www.evanschapel.
com
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MAXINE MARIE
TAYLOR

MCCURLEY
January 12, 1921 -

April 15, 2020

Maxine  Marie  Taylor
McCurley,  99,  of  Ana-
cortes,  died  April  15,
2020, at age 99.  She had
resided at Rosario Assist-
ed  Living  in  Anacortes
since  December  2017
with full intentions of re-
turning  to  her  home  in
Anacortes. 

Maxine  was  born  Jan-
uary  12,  1921,  in  Hills-
dale, OK, where she grew
up on her mother and fa-
ther's farm.  

After high school grad-
uation,  she  attended
Northwest  College  in
Alva,  OK,  majoring  in
home economics.  There
she met and married Paul
McCurley  in  1941.   The
couple  had  homes  and
raised their  two children
in Kansas, Colorado and
Washington.  

Maxine was preceded in
death by her son Michael
in  1986,  her  husband in
2007,  her  parents  Docia
and  Ogie  Taylor,  and
brothers Dale and Dean.

She  is  survived  by  her
daughter,  Megan  Paster-
nak  and  her  husband
Walt  of  Sitka,  Alaska;
her  son's  widow  Gloria
Lantz  and  her  husband
Michael  of  Bellingham,
WA;  her  sister  Ruth
Porter  and  her  husband
Jack  of Cedaredge,  Col-
orado;  and  a  niece  and
three nephews.  

Maxine  was  an  active
member  of  United
Methodist  Church  of
Anacortes and requested
cremation,  ashes  scat-
tered and no service.  

Family  thanks  the staff
at  Rosario  Assisted  Liv-
ing and her caring neigh-
borhood  and  church
friends.  

Friends are encouraged
to  make  a  donation  to
their favorite charities in
her name.  

Her  picture  was  taken
at her well attended 99th
Birthday Party.  

Arrangements  are  in
the care of Evans Funeral
Chapel  and  Crematory
Inc.,  Anacortes  and  the
San Juan Islands. 

To  share  memories  of
Maxine,  please  sign  the
online  guest  register  at
www.evanschapel.com

The Anacortes Police 
Department responded to 
130 dispatches from April 
13-20, including these:

Saturday, April 11
• A white Ford F350 

pickup with Oregon plate 
number 617GRB was sto-
len from the 2400 block 
of 13th Street sometime 
between midnight and 
8 a.m. The owner told 
police that the vehicle 
was locked, and no one 
should have had access to 
it. Anyone with informa-
tion can call 360-428-3211 
and reference case num-
ber 20-A02286.

• A 47-year-old Ana-
cortes woman was arrest-
ed on suspicion of domes-
tic violence assault and 
malicious mischief and 
taken to county jail late in 
the day. During an argu-
ment with her mother, she 
allegedly pushed her and 
intentionally broke the 
car key off in the ignition 
while the car was running. 
The suspect was report-
edly intoxicated when she 
was arrested.

Sunday, April 12
• A local 35-year-

old motorist accelerated 
quickly onto northbound 
Commercial  Avenue, 
causing his sports car to 
fishtail and strike the driv-
er’s side of an oncoming 

SUV. Both vehicles had 
to be towed, but no one 
was injured. The suspect 
driver was given a ticket 
for improper lane use.

• A local woman called 
police about 6 p.m. to 
report that her 34-year-
old brother hit her in the 
face and took her vehi-
cle. An officer noticed 
bruising on the woman’s 
face. She told the officer 

she was driving with her 
brother in the passen-
ger seat as an argument 
began. The man struck his 
sister in the face and got 
out of the car, then came 
back to the driver’s side 
of the vehicle, struck her 
again, forcibly removed 
her from the vehicle, and 
drove off with her vehicle. 
The woman’s vehicle was 
later found at her home, 
but her center console 
was damaged. Just after 1 
a.m. on the 13th, officers 
located the brother and 
his vehicle at a local con-
venience store and took 
him into custody. He was 
booked in the county jail 
on burglary, assault and 
malicious mischief charg-
es.

Monday, April 13
• An officer spoke with 

an 18th Street resident 
about her two dogs after 

someone called police and 
said the dogs were con-
tinually barking. The dogs’ 
owner said she recently 
adopted the dogs and was 
having a hard time con-
trolling their behavior, 
adding that her resources 
were limited because of 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 
She was referred to the 
animal control officer for 
guidance.

• A 10th Street resi-
dent reported that her 
car’s front passenger tire 
was slashed. The woman 
drove her car midday 
the day prior and did not 
notice anything. She said 
the puncture to the side-
wall of her tire rendered 
it useless and irreparable.

Tuesday, April 14
• Officers investigated 

a report of a prowler on 
H Avenue just after 3 a.m. 
When they arrived, offi-

cers heard yelling from 
the back of the house 
and quickly responded 
to the upper floor where 
the home owner was 
involved in a heated ver-
bal exchange with a local 
28-year-old man who was 
standing outside. The 
28-year-old struggled 
briefly with officers as he 
was taken into custody. 
Investigation revealed 
that the suspect climbed 
to an upper-story door 
and began knocking, 
waking the occupants 
who then called police. 
The suspect was taken to 
county jail and booked on 
an investigative hold for 
residential burglary and 
resisting arrest.

• A pickup parked 
on 28th Street was dam-
aged in a vehicle prowl 
sometime between the 
evening of the 12th and 
the morning of the 13th. 

The pickup’s owner said 
his gas tank was drilled to 
steal $45 worth of gas. The 
gas tank will cost $800 to 
replace.

Wednesday, April 15
• A 50-year-old Mount 

Vernon man was tres-
passed from a local retail-
er for one year after he 
allegedly threatened staff. 
Investigation revealed 
that no crime was com-
mitted; however, staff 
asked police to serve a 
trespass notice.

Thursday, April 16
• An unknown suspect 

wrote on a city-owned 
sign at the head of the 
Guemes Channel Trail. 
The vandalism caused 
$250 in damage to the 
sign.

— Anacortes Police 
Department

offering advice to her 
daughter  unt i l  baby 
Sophia was born April 15.

“I can’t imagine miss-
ing it completely, that 
would be devastating,” 
Leahy said. “But she’s 
here and she’s healthy, 
and I’m beyond happy to 
be a grandma.”

Center Director Tonja 
Dunton said it has some 
different policies and a 
new entrance, but for 
the most part things are 
“business as usual.”

“Babies are always 
going to come, through 
any type of disaster,” she 
said.

E x p e c t a n t  m o t h -
ers may have one helper 
come into the hospital 
through a designated 
entrance, Dunton said.

Everyone entering the 
birth center is screened 
for possible COVID-19 
symptoms.

If a patient did test 
positive for the virus, she 
would be placed in a spe-
cial room with reverse 
airflow to keep everyone 
safe, Dunton said.

Births have definite-
ly been a little different 
with just one support per-
son per woman in labor. 
With patient permission, 
though, family members 
are finding creative ways 
to take part.

“We are lucky to be on 
the ground floor,” Dunton 
said with a laugh.

One of the duos who 
came by to meet their 
new grandchild were Sally 
and Andrew Azure of La 
Conner.

Their daughter Hailey 
Azure lives in Anacortes 
and was at home for most 
of her labor, but her par-
ents arrived at the hos-
pital just after she gave 
birth on April 14.

“He’s perfect, and they 
are both healthy,” Sally 
said.

She said the staff at 
Island Hospital raised 
the curtains for her, and 
her daughter’s boyfriend 
wheeled baby Kion over 
to the window so they 
could see him.

“It couldn’t have gone 
better,” Sally said.

Dunton said in an 
email that the Birth Cen-
ter nurses have taken on 
more responsibility dur-
ing the pandemic.

“They’re coming in 
beyond scheduled hours, 
even when called in at 
night, and following every 
safety precaution to the 
letter as they face the 
same family challenges as 
the rest of the communi-
ty,” Dunton said.

Babies
Continued from page A1
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