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By K en S ter n

No fooling, the national cen-
sus, the Constitutionally man-
dated every 10 years count of 
every person n the United States, 
kicked off pril 1st. Because we 
all count, it is critical that we all 
get counted. Federal funds for our 

communities and our state, and 
districting boundaries for state 
and national legislative seats are 
shaped by census results. If folks 
are missed, don’t get counted, ev-
eryone loses.

Door-to-door canvassing is 
limited by the COVID-19 virus 
pandemic. Your patriotic duty is 

to complete the census, for your 
good and the support of your 
neighbors and your community.

Spread the word and get every-
one you know counted, so they 
count.

Complete the census with a 
phone call, toll free, 844-330-
2020, or via 2020census.gov. 

Census count on now

By Bill Reynolds

The COVID-19 pandemic that 
led to a statewide Stay ome or-
der has been brutal on local busi-
ness owners and employees alike.

It has also been tough on those 
who gladly work for free.

La Conner area volunteers who 
log hours for service clubs, char-
itable organizations and a host of 
community-based programs and 
projects have had to adapt in real 
time with daily life being shut 
down to stem spread of the coro-
navirus.

“CO I -19 has done a fine job 
of slowing down almost all vol-
unteering,” lamented Town Parks 
Commissioner Ollie Iversen, also 
a La Conner otarian who in nor-
mal times is a regular behind the 
counter at the Chamber of Com-
merce Visitors Center.

But these aren’t normal times.
The Friends of the Library 

closed its thrift store in mid-
March and won’t re-open until 
it becomes safe for volunteers to 
return to work.

“ ow ironic,” mused riends 
of the Library President Joan 
Scarboro, “that we had spent the 
first two months of the year assur-
ing the public that we were still 

open and seeking donations and 
now to be putting up signs saying 
‘closed, no donations, please.’”

That’s not all.
Friends of the Library has 

nixed its monthly meetings until 
more than 10 people can gather in 
one place, Scarboro said.

“When that happens,” she 
vowed, “we look forward to wel-
coming Jared air, the new Li-
brary irector, with a party.”

That could be awhile, howev-
er, longtime La Conner volunteer 
Peter oldfarb acknowledged.

“The Stay at ome’ uarantine 
is the only way to slow down this 
persistent virus. We are all vul-
nerable,” said oldfarb, whose 
ties to the La Conner Chamber 
extend back a generation.

“As Cindy Verge at the Tulip 
Festival said,” Goldfarb add-
ed, “most of the volunteers she 
depends on are in their 70s and 
80s, the very vulnerable ages, so 
(they) should not be exposed to 
the virus or flu.”

La Conner Sunrise ood Bank, 
which is officially and emotion-
ally an essential business, has 
implemented enhanced public 
health safety measures during the 
virus outbreak – a period that has 
seen increased demand for its ser-

vices.
The La Conner pantry, manned 

by volunteers, has launched a 
curbside pickup system to assure 
social distancing during food dis-
tribution.

Such practices are vital, said 
food bank director and La Conner 
Weekly ews eneral Manager 
Michelle avist.

“The reality is, at this time, 
we don’t know who’s a carrier 
of this virus,” avist told food 
bank volunteers. “And if one of 
us contracts CO I -19, we will 
all probably have to isolate for 14 
days, which means the food bank 
closes, too.”

Some volunteers, with avist’s 
blessing, have opted to remain 
home during the virus crisis.

“Kitchen volunteers and every-
one else who is staying home, we 
miss you terribly,” avist said, 
“but we are all happy that you 
continue to stay home and stay 
well.”

The La Conner chapter of So-
roptimist International has had 
to temporarily close its Vintage 
Store at Third and Morris and 
cancel the group’s annual awards 
ban uet.

Volunteers put out of work by virus crisis

By K en S ter n
March was unusually cold, 

though not as cold as 2019, the 
century’s coldest March. The av-
erage low of 35.5 degrees was 
two degrees above last year’s. But 
2020’s average high of 50.5 was 
four degrees lower than 2019’s, 
dropping the average daily tem-
perature to 42.4 degrees, 2.5 de-
grees below the century’s average 
daily average. The average low 
of 36 degrees was pulled down 
by 13 mornings of frost, includ-
ing the week of 14-20, with 26 
degrees March 17 the coldest day.

The average high was 51 de-
grees. It never reached 60 de-
grees; 59 degrees on the 20th was 
the month’s high.

Skagit farm fields were able 

to dry out in March. Rainfall to-
taled 2.84”. Most of the rain came 
at the beginning and end of the 
month: The 1.2” of rain March 
3-5 and the inch on the 29-31 was 
over three- uarters of the month’s 
precipitation, with 0.80” the 30th 
28% of the month’s total. 

There were 16 days of no rain 
and less than one-tenth inch fell 
eight times In the 25 days be-
tween the 5th and 29th, less than 
an inch of rain fell and it didn’t 
rain the 11 days between the 12th 
and 22nd. 

March’s rain was almost 10% 
below the century’s average, 
though it was more than twice 
2019’s record low rainfall. These 
last three years have been unusu-
ally cold and dry for this century.

March cold and dry overall
Rain Report:

MARCH
Rain last week, March 29-April 
  4: 1.17
Rainfall in March: 2.84
Number of rain days: 16
Least rain, one day: 0.01,
  March 27
Most rain, one day: 0.79,
  March 30
Least rain: 1.35, 2019
Most rain: 5.01, 2017
Average rainfall, 2000-2021:
  3.14
Rainfall last month, Feb.: 4.82

All totals in inches. Data from 
WSU Mount Vernon.

By K en S ter n
Business owners, get online now and apply for federal funds 

now. ll area businesses, self-employed persons and nonprofits are 
eligible.

The Weekly ews has already applied for the conomic Injury 
isaster dvance Loan. un by the Small Business dministration, 

it provides up to $10,000 and becomes a grant: It does not have to 
be repaid when program re uirments are met. 

The SB  webpage reads  
“In response to the Coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic, small 

business owners in all .S. states, Washington .C., and territories 
are eligible to apply for an Economic Injury Disaster Loan advance 
of up to $10,000.

“This advance will provide economic relief to businesses that are 
currently experiencing a temporary loss of revenue. unds will be 
made available within three days of a successful application. This 
loan advance will not have to be repaid.”

It took 15 minutes to apply. Needed are the legal business name, 
your I , mployer Identification umber, and your gross income 
and Cost of Goods Sold, COGS, for Jan. 31, 2019-Jan. 31, 2020. 

ll website urls are below.
The Paycheck Protection Program is a second loan program 

from the CARES Act passed by Congress and signed by President 
Trump. It is a nearly $350-billion program intended to provide 

merican small businesses with eight weeks of cash-flow assis-
tance through 100 percent federally guaranteed loans.

This loan has a maturity of two years and an interest rate of 1%.
SB  will forgive loans if all employees are kept on the payroll 

for eight weeks and the money is used for payroll, rent, mortgage 
interest or utilities. The loan covers expenses from Feb. 15-June 30, 
2020. There is no cost to apply.

orgiveness is based on the employer maintaining or uickly 
rehiring employees and maintaining salary levels. 

pply through banks authorized to handle SB  loans. The web-
site listed hundreds of nearby branches.

ownload a four page form  There are two pages to fill out and 
two pages of instructions and conditions. se dobe eader to type 
answers and for initials and signatures. It took 25 minutes to fill 
out. Needed are the business’ legal name, EIN and average monthly 
payroll numbers.

Businesses: Apply NOW 
for Disaster Loans

By Anne Basye

“ xpected eturns on Most orthwest g Commodities Level-
ing p” was the optimistic headline of orthwest arm Credit’s 
uarterly Market Snapshot in January.
The April 2 Snapshot says that in sector after sector, forecasts 

now range from “variable profitability” to “unprofitable returns”.
“It’s all so new and changing so fast, it’s hard to get a clear 

picture,” said Don McMoran, director of the Washington State Uni-
versity Skagit County Extension. “It’s super clear that people are 
not buying flowers, bulbs or coming to the Tulip estival, which is 
having a huge impact.

“If you are a food producer and you are not dealing with the 
export market, those kinds of crops will be trending upward. If you 
produce commodities that are not shelf stable, like the dairy indus-
try, you are taking a big hit.”

Milk prices had been forecasted to increase 50 cents per hundred 
pounds in 2020 after hovering just above break-even through 2019.

“We thought we’d have a decent year, and then prices were cut 
across the board.” said Jason ander ooy of armony airy on 
Beaver Marsh oad.

Shuttered restaurants and schools have depressed demand for 
milk just as grass starts growing and production goes up. Product is 
sitting in warehouses. Plants set up to produce 40-pound blocks of 
cheese and 55-pound barrels of sour cream for institutional clients 
like Pizza ut and omino’s can’t retool for the consumer market, 
where milk is still in great demand.

bout 40 percent of the powdered milk produced by arigold’s 
Lynden plant is exported. With ports closed, sales have slowed. 
“There are no shipping containers in Seattle because no vessels are 

D ai ri es  and gr owers  ali k e

Farmers facing COVID-19 impacts

EVERYBODY COUNTS --The sign above, located in Swinomish Village near Rainbow Bridge, is a remind-
er of how important it is to stand up and be counted for the 2020 Census. Conducted every 10 years, the 
Census helps establish levels of federal funding for communities, schools, hospitals, roads and other key 
services and programs. It also serves as the basis for determining political representation. 
                                                                                                                                         – Photo by Ken Stern

AND THEN THERE WERE FIVE – Last week The Slider Café and 
Santo Coyote closed. Open are COA, Nell Thorn, Oyster & Thistle 
and Seeds. Once again the La Conner Tavern is open Fridays. The 
list of closed eateries is, sadly, much longer.            – Photo by Ken Stern

(Continued on Page 2)
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By Bill Reynolds

Though La Conner rests along the w ell-traveled Sw inomish 
Channel, its tow n government is entering uncharted w aters in 
terms of mapping a fi nancial game plan for 2021. 

The reason is COVID-19. 
Despite prospects of a much-anticipated vaccine being available 

next year, the coronavirus pandemic has cast its shadow  on munic-
ipal budgeting, Mayor Ramon H ayes noted in a year-end message 
to the Tow n Council last w eek. 

H ayes shared his thoughts prior to the Dec. 8 adoption by 
Council members of a 2021 budget leaner than w hat w as approved 
a year ago. 

“This,” H ayes said, “is a budget message I never imagined 
having to submit.” 

The Council approved a 2021 budget anticipating   $5,001,339 in 
revenues and   $5,182,623 in expenditures during its Z oom meeting. 
The $181,284 defi cit will be covered from the $3,247,056 fund 
balance.

Public works staff  will receive a 3.25% wage increase; other 
staff  get 2% increases. Sales tax revenues are reduced by 30% in 
anticipation of next year’s impact of COVID-19 on the economy.

The Town’s 2020 planned expenditures were 12% larger, at 
$5,860,929. 

H ayes said shrinking revenues linked to COVID-19 coupled 
w ith increased costs in certain areas, including code and law  en-
forcement, proved challenging.

“We are likely months away from knowing the full fi scal impact 
of COVID-19 and, in turn, w e do not yet have all the answ ers,” 
H ayes said. 

“Each department,” H ayes noted, “has w orked diligently to keep 
expenses dow n w ithout compromising services to our citizens.” 

“The year 2021,” H ayes predicted, “w ill be a time to take stock 
and plan for a healthy future. 

Council support for the new  budget w as not unanimous. 
Member John Leaver said his dissent hinged on the cost of con-

tracting with the Skagit County Sheriff ’s Offi  ce for law enforce-
ment services in La Conner. 

The sheriff ’s offi  ce contract will be $331,097, up 3% or $ 9,644. 
Leaver, who serves on the Council’s fi nance, facilities, and 

2021 Town budget approved

By Bill Reynolds

Lighting Rainbow  B ridge and 
brightening a local holiday sea-
son marred by the COVID-19 
pandemic involved more than 
merely fl ipping a switch. 

Much more, in fact. 
“This story goes back qui te a 

few  years w ith a promise I made 
to Don Scott,” Mayor Ramon 
H ayes told the Weekly New s last 
Saturday. 

Scott, a longtime La Conner 
business ow ner, had for years led 
a private eff ort to light the much 
photographed arched span, w hich 
is ow ned by Skagit County. It 
has helped defi ne the community 
since its dedication in 1957. 

B ut beset w ith liability con-
cerns, county offi  cials issued 
Scott a cease and desist order and 
the bridge w ent dark. 

Shedding  light on lighting the Rainbow Bridge

“Don met w ith the county,” 
H ayes recalled, “but they w ere 
w orried that they couldn’t take on 
the liability. So, I made a promise 
to Don that w e w ould do every-
thing w e could to get it lit again.” 

That promise has now  been 
kept. 

A combination of new  tech-
nology that dramatically reduced 
costs and cooperative interlocal 
agreements betw een the Tow n, 
Skagit County and Port of Skagit 
has the bridge aglow , again. 

Many hurdles, some seemingly 
higher than the bridge itself, had 
to be cleared beforehand. 

Initial estimates received by the 
Tow n put the cost of commercial-
ly lighting the bridge at around 
$150,000, said H ayes. 

“That,” he said, “made it cost 
prohibitive.” 

The Tow n turned to Skagit 

County offi  cials, who committed 
to seeking grant funding for the 
project. B ut they cautioned that 
approval for those monies could 
take from three to fi ve years, 
H ayes said. 

Fortunately, technology w as 
evolving at a much qui cker pace 
w ith a new  generation of LED 
(light emitting diode) bulbs at 
greatly reduced costs. 

H ayes immediately contacted 
Tow n Public Works Director B ri-
an Lease. 

“I got ahold of B rian and he 
stepped up and said, ‘let me re-
search this,’” H ayes said. “H e 
discovered w e could obtain 600 
lights for less than $5,000.” 

It took a few tries to fi nd indus-
trial strength magnets that w ould 
adhere to the bridge surface 

By Bill Reynolds

The Sw inomish Tribal Com-
munity has gone the extra mile to 
combat the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Make that 259 miles. 
Sw inomish has joined together 

administrative offi  ce units trans-
ported from the Salem, Oregon 
area that w ill provide safer and 
more socially distanced w ork 
spaces for tribal employees. 

A local contractor, Colacurcio 
B rothers, began installing the 
units on site at Pioneer Parkw ay 
and Moorage Way, just north of 
the Rainbow  B ridge, in Novem-

ber. Project manager Robert Pell 
has overseen the w ork. 

Substantial project completion 
is anticipated this month, tribal 
offi  cials project. 

A 500-ton crane from Ness 
Campbell Crane &  Rigging in 
Mount Vernon placed the units, 
w hich the tribe ordered from the 
Oregon fi rm Blazer Industries, 
said Stephen LeCuyer, director 
of the Swinomish Offi  ce of Trib-
al Attorney, w ho is also serving 
as the tribe’s interim co-general 
manager. 

“The modular building recently 
delivered to the reservation w ill 

provide the tribe w ith addition-
al space necessary to ensure the 
Sw inomish government can con-
tinue to deliver critical programs 
and essential governmental ser-
vices to tribal members and the 
reservation in a safe manner,” 
LeCuyer told the Weekly New s. 

“As an employer,” he said, “the 
tribe takes seriously its responsi-
bility to provide safe w orking en-
vironments.”

LeCuyer said tribal offi  cials 
opted to order the modular offi  ce 
units after undertaking a compre-
hensive needs assessment of its 

New Swinomish modular
building walls off offi ce staff

By Anne Basye

Since 2009, half a million kilow att hours of electricity have been 
produced on B eaver Marsh Road. 

The source of that pow er?  Cow s. 
While the plant just north of Summers Drive still produces up to 

750 kilowatt hours a day – enough to power 550 homes – seismic 
shifts in energy policy and dairy farming are aff ecting its business 
plan. 

Co-founders Kevin and Daryl Maas of Mount Vernon started 
Farm Pow er Northw est w ith federal and state grants plus startup 
funds from local investors, including this reporter’s family. 

Once online, Farm Pow er’s Rexville anaerobic manure digester 
began converting methane gas captured from cow  manure into 
electricity. A lucrative contract from Puget Sound Energy, plus car-
bon off set credits and tipping fees from companies that contribute 
food w aste helped Farm Pow er Northw est build four more biodi-
gesters adjacent to dairy farms in Lynden and Rainier, Washington 
and tw o near Tillamook, Oregon. 

La Conner resident Joan Cross w as an early investor. “I w anted 
to contribute to alternative energy and Farm Pow er w as at the fore-
front,” she said. “Plus it w as local, and it helped our farmers.” 

Through the Rexville biodigester, Jason Vander Kooy of H ar-
mony Farms has reduced greenhouse emissions w hile processing 
w aste produced on his dairy farm. 

Inside the air-tight digester, composted cow  manure and cow  
bedding are warmed to 100 degrees – the temperature of a cow’s 
stomach. 

“Cow  manure provides the bugs, and the substrates, or w aste 
from food processors like Draper Valley, are the energy,” said 
Vander Kooy. “When you put the bugs and the energy together, 
that’s how  you make the gas.” 

Manure processed by the digester becomes liqui d fertilizer for 
forage crops in just 28 days. Straw , corn, grass and other solid 
fi bers that cows do not digest are recycled into clean cow bedding. 

“We take a nasty product and convert it into something beau-
tiful,” said Vander Kooy. “We’re changing w aste into something 
very useful, like energy and nutrients.” 

That was then … 
Farm Pow er w as part of “a big w ave of on-farm dairy digesters 

installed 10 to 15 years ago,” said Peter Moulton, senior energy 
policy specialist and state bioenergy coordinator for the Washing-
ton State Department of Commerce. “The USDA w as providing 
substantial fi nancial assistance to help cover initial capital expense 
and utilities w ere trying to ramp up green pow er.” 

At the time, PSE’s price for digester-produced pow er w as 
among the highest in the US. 

While contracts in Oregon are good for six more years, PSE 
contracts in Washington State have already or w ill soon expire. 
The Rexville digester now  sells its electricity for several hundred 
thousand dollars less than it did last December. 

“Not only is natural gas practically free these days, w ind and 
solar are getting cheaper and are eff ectively unlimited,” said Maas. 
“A Northw est utility can get w ind or solar from Montana or south-
ern Idaho for as little as three cents a kilowatt hour – less than 
w hat w e are getting now .” 

In addition, the digesters themselves are aging, and some dairy 
farms are struggling. 

The lid of the digester in Lynden partially caved in at the end of 
June. Insurance may pay for repairs – but that may be moot, since 

The scoop on cow power

G ETTING  THEM  BACK  ON CAM PUS – That is not j ust a student slogan, or desire. The new administration 
building on the Swinomish Indian Tribal Community reservation will be ready for employees to return to 
in-person work in Ja nuary. The building is on the northeast corner of Reservation Road and M oorage Way. 
It is unlikely that the fi nished roof will be blue, as it was in this mid-November photo.      –Photo by Ken Stern

IT’S A WRAP: EARLY COMMUNITY CHRISTMAS PRESENT – Friday the offi  cial, your-governments-at-
work lights on our landmark Rainbow Bridge came on at dusk. Like everything else in 2020, it was a q uiet, 
isolated event:  no crowd, no ribbon cutting, no speeches, no applause. The lights now simply brighten our 
night. Reports are they can be seen from SR 20.                                                                 – Photo by Nancy Crowell
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I always receive the BEST service
at Dr. Cornwell’s office. They make
you feel like family, have competitive
pricing, and they go above and
beyond for their patients.

A Google Review from Matt

We’d love to be your
eye people too. Please

call or text us for an
appointment.

See Eye Care & Wear
940 South Burlington Blvd.

Burlington, WA 98233
360-899-4699

Shop La Conner, buy gifts and 
get free gift wrapping for your 
purchases. Lori Clark and Julie 
Krause are wrapping gifts again 
this weekend. Find them at 109 
Commercial Street, across from 
Maple Hall and get expert wrap-
ping, 1-4 p.m. Dec. 19-20. 

Thank Clark and Krause for 
caring about La Conner. They 
know that shopping local brings 
tangible benefi ts to our local mer-
chants.

Gift wrapping free this weekend
Prove their slogan true: Sup-

port the community: Shop local.

By Ken Stern
New businesses are betting 

on tourists coming to La Conner 
next year, opening in the midst of 
a pandemic and as social restric-
tions tightened. On First Street, 
Winston’s General, owned by 
handmade la conner’s Robyn 
Bradley, opened Dec. 4. Yvonne 
Corbett’s Ladders Clothing & Co. 
Boutique expanded from its fi rst 
Stanwood location at the end of 
October. Anne Callaghan’s Bun-
nies by the Bay hopped to 710 
First Street, from Step Outside, 
moving across the street from its 
2019 location.

Kay Trelstad, owner of The 
Stall, modestly expanded into the 

New businesses boldly opening
Cottons space in November.

Mary Davis has sold some of 
her Vintage Lighting store inven-
tory to employee Mark Joseph. 
He will off er design and repair 
work from space in the old Palm-
ers Restaurant on First Street.

Wood Merchant owner Mark 
Carrier has delayed his expansion 
into the Courtyard Gallery build-
ing he bought until 2021.

Latitude Longitude, believed to 
be a men’s clothing store, will be 
opening in the Bears & Friends 
space, the old La Conner Library 
building, next year.

Demetrio (DJ) and Keneisia 
Gallego bought the Scone Lady 
from Christie Eichler and are 

wholesaling to Stompin’ Grounds 
and at the Bellingham farmers 
market. They bake in the same 
Lime Dock space.

Nathan Salter will open the 
Salted Grape Bistro, at 110 N. 
First Street, Whitey’s BBQ, 
across from the Lime Dock. He 
has applied for a sign permit from 
the Town. Salter has a café of the 
same name in Bothell.

Pam and Doug Alvord are the 
new owners of the building Mary 
Davis’s store occupied, the old 
fi re station. This is an expansion 
for the owners of the La Conner 
Brewery. The Alvords are also 
opening a coff ee shop next to The 
Sliders Café across the street on 
Morris.

Kim Broadhead moved Stomp-
in’ Grounds across the street in 
September, expanding to the big-
ger space at 603 Morris Street.

the partner dairy has gone out of 
business. 

“Without the cows our business 
model doesn’t work,” said Maas. 
“We could switch to food waste 
only, but the digester would work 
diff erently, we would be regulat-
ed as a solid waste facility and 
what we produce would be treat-
ed as garbage.” 

Flanked by the Vander Kooy 
and Kuipers dairies, the Rexville 
digester has enjoyed a steady 
source of manure. But last year 
Gerritt Kuipers sold his farm to 
the Vander Kooys and relocated 
to Oregon. Slightly less manure 
is provided through the combined 
operation. 

So what’s next? Moulton sees 
two ways digesters can profi t in a 
low-cost energy landscape. 

One is to sell power into Cal-
ifornia or Oregon, “which off er 
a pretty substantial agreement to 
use green power to power electric 
cars and off set vehicle carbon,” 
he said. The other is to invest in 
conditioning equipment to con-
vert raw biogas into renewable 
natural gas. “Natural gas utilities 
are now under the same pressure 
that electric utilities were 10 
years ago to de-carbonize the fos-

sil natural gas supply.” 
However, connecting to a gas 

line costs about a million dollars 
a mile. As for electric cars, “you 
have to somehow connect that 
electricity to an electric vehicle 
using that energy directly,” said 
Maas. “Unfortunately, we are not 
in California.” 

For now, the Rexville and 
Rainier digesters are only break-
ing even, but Farm Power will 
continue to run them “while we 
fi gure out how we can switch to 
electric vehicle fuel,” said Maas. 

While “wheeling” or selling 
electricity across state lines is 
complicated and expensive, if 
Washington’s legislature were to 
adapt a low-carbon fuel standard, 
“that would bring the market 
closer to home,” said Moulton. 

“Some opportunities are com-
ing up, I think,” said Vander 
Kooy. “If I had to do it all over 
again, I would. A lot of lessons 
learned, I have to admit, but the 
digester has been good to us.” 

“I think it’s wonderful that 
this grew out of a farming com-
munity,” said Cross. “We should 
give credit to the farmers who are 
thinking ahead.”

ROGUE BOATS PROVIDE AN IMPROMPTU PARADE – Full speed ahead, COVID-19 be damned. And so, 
from a Facebook events post: “It’s time to spread some Christmas cheer and enjoy the lights of Christmas 
on the Swinomish channel. Unoffi  cial volunteers will decorate their vessels to share. Decorate and bring your 
boat to commence at 6P, December 12th, 2020. No boat? Make sure you social distance, mask up and come 
have a look.” Many did. The photographer’s report:” I was grateful to have been there. It was lovely with the 
b ridge  lighting! “                                                                                                                 – Photo by Sarah Walls

By Rabbi Daniel A. Weiner
I fi nd myself counting down 

the days at this time of year. Not 
in anticipation of the end of the 
pandemic, the New Year, or in the 
hopes of getting “the perfect gift” 
driven by consumerism. Though 
I have lived in this region for al-
most 20 years, it is not the gray 
or rain that overwhelms me, but 
the dark. That third week in De-
cember that augurs the Winter 
Solstice, and thus the darkest day 
of the year, marks the nadir of my 
energy, my focus and even my 
broader perspective on life and 
the world. I do not clinically suf-
fer from SAD (Seasonal Aff ective 
Disorder), but I am acutely aware 
of the drain on my psyche and 
spirit. And so, I count ... down 
to the winnowing light of the 
solstice, and then up again, mo-
ment by moment, to the zenith of 
brightness in the last half of June. 

The literal darkness of this year 
is amplifi ed by the fi gurative, 
myriad darkness of our current 
moment – with its challenges to 
health, our political system and 
our social fabric. And yet, perhaps 
we can embrace the enlightened 
symbolism of winter celebrations 
– whether the Jewish celebration 
of triumph over religious oppres-
sion, or the Christian rejoicing at 
the birth of Jesus – in a more thor-
ough and impactful way. 

For at our most refl ective, we 
appreciate the tenuousness of 
each moment – fl eeting glimpses 

that can overwhelm us in their up-
lift or their despair. Jewish tradi-
tion teaches the axiom “gam zeh 
ya’avor ... this too shall pass.” It 
is both a warning and an inspira-
tion. In moments of unqualifi ed 
joy, we are encouraged to fully 
embrace the blessings that are as 
precious as they are infrequent. 
And even in the throes of struggle 
and suff ering, there lie the seeds 
of faith, promise and a path to a 
brighter future. 

As we kindle the Chanukah 
lights or reaffi  rm the illumina-
tion brought into the world by 
the birth of the Son of God, let 
us more fully and essentially nur-
ture the spark of hope that lies 
in our hearts and in the heart of 
this nation: for a coming vac-
cine that will bring an end to this 
pandemic; for a renewed answer 
to the call to common cause and 
common purpose; for our ability, 
through our actions, our attitudes 
and our aspirations to become 
agents of holiness, goodness and 
blessing that is the true founda-
tion of our redemption. As our sa-
cred texts confi rm, the primordial 
light of that fi rst day of creation 
lies not in the combustible reac-
tions of stars, but in the deepest 
recesses of inspired souls, await-
ing the needs of the moment and 
the will of the spirit.

Daniel A. Weiner is rabbi at 
Seattle’s Temple De Hirsch Sinai.

Have Faith — Shine a Light

Two Holiday “Selfi e” Banners 
created by the Rotary Club of La 
Conner are on Morris Street at the 
old Library Thrift Store and at the 
Washington Street Park Gaze-
bo. Take self-portraits and create 
holiday cheer while keeping our 
residents and visitors safe and 
compliant to the CDC guidelines.

Take selfi e photos
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