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“Do your french fries fight 
climate change?” the ad asks. 
What about pork katsu or 
egg rolls? Yes! It’s a thing—
fryer grease can become low 
carbon clean fuel. Affordable, 
sustainable, and healthy? 
Some think so. Supporters are 
campaigning for the passage 
of House Bill (HB) 1091, 
proposing a clean fuel standard 
to reduce the carbon intensity 
of transportation fuel. Used 
cooking oil may become a hot 
commodity in the future.

On Feb. 24, a coalition of 
environmental groups, all 
holding signs with the slogan 
“Clean Fuel Now,” gathered 
in the back parking lot of 
Uwajimaya on 6th Avenue 
South to celebrate “Circular” 
Restaurant Week. The event 
highlights 30 Chinatown-
International District (ID) 
businesses who participate in 
waste cooking oil recycling. 

Biofuel production companies 
have been collecting used 
cooking oil from food-related 
businesses and turning them into 
clean fuels for years. By keeping 
the used oil “in the loop” longer, 
the circular process minimizes 
the use of limited resources 
and eliminates waste. It is a 
preferred sustainable approach 
to the traditional linear economy 

of “take, make, and dispose.” 
Last December, Gov. Jay 

Inslee announced an ambitious 
climate policy package for 2021–
2023, aiming to reduce 35% of 
carbon emissions by 2030. A 
clean fuel standard is part of the 
policy package and necessitates 
fuel suppliers to sell cleaner oil 

see CLEAN FUELS on 8

■ ENVIRONMENT

Fryer grease plays a role 
in Clean Fuel Standard 

Supporters of Clean Fuels Now rally in the ID on Feb. 24. 

Ali Lee speaks at “Circular Restaurant Week,” a Clean Fuels Now event.
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DHARMSALA, India (AP) — The 
Dalai Lama, the 85-year-old Tibetan 
spiritual leader, was administered the 
first shot of the coronavirus vaccine 
on March 6 at a hospital in the north 
Indian hill town of Dharmsala.

After receiving the injection, he 
urged people to come forward, be 
brave and get vaccinated.

“In order to prevent some serious 
problems, this injection is very, very helpful,’’ he said.

Dr. G.D. Gupta of Zonal Hospital, where the shot was 
administered, told reporters that the Dalai Lama was 
observed for 30 minutes afterward. “He offered to come to 
the hospital like a common man to get himself vaccinated,’’ 
he said. 

Ten other people who live in the Dalai Lama’s residence 
were also vaccinated, Gupta said. All eleven received 
the Covishield vaccine, which was developed by Oxford 
University and U.K.-based drugmaker AstraZeneca, and 
manufactured by the Serum Institute of India. 

India has confirmed more than 11 million cases of the 
coronavirus and over 157,000 deaths. The country, which 
has the second-highest caseload in the world behind the 
U.S., rolled out its vaccination drive in January, starting 
with health care and front-line workers. Earlier this month, 
it expanded its inoculation drive to older people and those 
with medical conditions that put them at risk. 

■ ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

By JAKE COYLE
AP FILM WRITER

NEW YORK (AP) — The riverbed, more than anything 
else, needed to be exactly right. 

In Lee Isaac Chung’s Arkansas-set family drama, 
“Minari,’’ land is something more than a setting. It’s a 
future. It’s a dream. Jacob Yi (Steven Yeun) has moved his 
family to a wide-open Arkansas plot to farm the land and, 
hopefully, release him and his wife from years of toil at 
poultry plants. He tills it not for the area’s typical crops but 
for vegetables common to Korean cooking that he believes 
will feed other Korean immigrants like himself. His 
mother-in-law (Youn Yuh-jung) also finds a gentle creek 
bed to grow minari, the leafy vegetable popular in Korea. 

In Chung’s film, the watery basin throbs with 
significance—a physical symbol of putting roots down, 
of Korean American harmony, of resiliency. At first, 
everywhere Chung looked, the soil was wrong, the flow 
not right. A location scout mentioned a place he had played 
as a child. Chung, in the midst of making a deeply personal 
story about his own upbringing, liked that connection. 

Chung planted the spot with minari plants his father had 
been growing in Kansas City. The director had been too 
frightened to tell his family he was making a film about 
them, so his borrowing of the minari was mysterious. It 
was trucked in crates to the Oklahoma shoot. The minari 
in “Minari’’ was sowed by Chung’s father—an almost 
impossibly poignant bit of set dressing in a film that blooms 
in the gap between generations. 

“That wasn’t lost on me,’’ Chung chuckles, speaking from 
Los Angeles. “I think he kind of knew what I was getting 
at with the film but we were just not talking about it. He 
wanted to come to the set and see what we were doing but 

I kind of said no. We had some friction during production, 
to be honest, and it didn’t go away until I showed him the 
film and then it kind of alleviated all the tension we had.’’

“Minari’’ wasn’t a large production. It was made for less 
than $10 million. It’s modestly registered to the pace of 
life and the intimate scale of family. But the film, a Plan B 
production (Brad Pitt is an executive producer), has steadily 
gathered force since its premiere at Sundance, where it won 
the top drama prize.

The Golden Globes spawned a controversy by limiting 
“Minari’’ (a deeply American film, with dirt in its fingers, 
and largely Korean dialogue) to its foreign-language film 
category. But the movie has racked up awards elsewhere, 

including a bushel of nominations from the Screen Actors 
Guild, a reliable Oscar bellwether. And perhaps most 
importantly, its honest and authentic rendering of an Asian 
American family, in an entertainment world so often reliant 
on stereotype, has resonated meaningfully for many.

But before all that, “Minari’’ moved the parents of its 
makers first. At Sundance, Chung, Yeun and producer 
Christina Oh—all the children of first-generation 
immigrants from Korea—brought their mothers and 
fathers to the premiere, putting them up at the same Park 
City condo complex. Oh could feel her mother during the 
movie squeezing her arm in delight. When Yeun and his 
father stood up at the end, they hugged, and sobbed. 

“I could hear Steven’s dad watching the film and getting 
emotional at times,’’ remembers Chung. “When I saw the 
way those two embraced after the screening, it was almost 
a mirror image to the way my dad and I embraced after I 
showed him the film. I guess that feeling felt very new to 
me.’’

For Yeun, the Seoul-born 37-year-old actor of “Burning“ 
and “The Walking Dead,’’ the film is about that emotion. 
Yeun’s family emigrated when he was 4 and ultimately 
settled in Michigan.

“This movie is a feeling for me. The feeling is the thing 
that keeps it connected to everybody,’’ said Yeun by phone 
from Los Angeles. “I don’t know how it’s getting its way 
out there, specifically. But I just do know the feeling is 
getting out there.’’

Chung, 42, had made three movies before, including the 
Rwanda-set “Munyurangabo.“ But when he sat down to 
write what became “Minari,’’ he began differently. He just 
started listing memories of his childhood in Arkansas. 

see MINARI on 10

In ‘Minari,’ harvesting an 
American dream

Tibetan spiritual 
leader Dalai 
Lama gets 
vaccine shot
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with lower carbon. Almost half 
of the state’s greenhouse gas 
emission is from the transportation 
sector. Fuels with less carbon emit 
less greenhouse gas. The result is 
cleaner air.

In 2016, the Puget Sound Clean 
Air Agency conducted a study 
of the air quality in the ID with 
multiple monitoring points. The 
one-year study measured 100 
air toxins in the community and 
found 14 above its screening value 
of potential cancer risk. With 
I-5 and I-90 crisscrossing above 
the neighborhood, to no one’s 
surprise, the major pollutant in the 
ID is from fossil fuel exhaust, the 
study found. 

Exposure to air pollutants can 
compromise the body’s respiratory 
system—-a compromise that 
is risky, especially during the 
outbreak of the coronavirus that 
attacks the lungs.

According to the 2020 Healthy 
Community Action Plan for 
CID, the neighborhood’s “poor 
air quality contributes to more 
asthma, respiratory, and cardiac-
related hospital visits per capita 
than 99% of other Puget Sound 
neighborhoods.”

Ali Lee with King County 
Climate Reality Project believes 
clean fuel will help clean up the air 
in CID. “We want to highlight the 
businesses that are doing their part 
in cleaning up the air that we are 
breathing,” she said. She wants the 
legislators to do their part, too.

“Clean fuels are a way to build 
our community. When you eat 

out and order a meal from one of 
the restaurants in the area, you 
are helping Washington state by 
increasing jobs, supporting our 
small businesses, cleaning the 
air we breathe, and helping our 
climate,” Lee said.

Tomio Moriguchi, owner of 
Uwajimaya, recalled making fish 
cakes with his father and wondered 
what happened to the used oil in 
those days. 

“We probably just dumped it. I 
hate to say it,” he said. 

Many businesses still just 
dump it, adding to problems of 
clogged pipes or blocked filters at 
wastewater treatment plants. More 
resources are required to remove 
the fat, oil, or grease. The most 
efficient way is to stop it at the 
source.

Moriguchi believes in 
innovation and appreciates the 
opportunity to participate in a new 
technology that allows Uwajimaya 
to recycle the waste oil and benefit 
the environment.

Mahoney Environmental-Neste 
(ME-N) and SeQuential are two of 
the waste oil recycling companies 
represented at the ID event. The 
companies supply the receptacles 
that businesses fill with discarded 
cooking oil. Trucks with stainless 
steel tanks make the rounds in the 
ID several times a week to pump 
out the dirty oil, usually late at 
night when businesses are closed. 
ME-N collects about 20,000 
gallons annually from the ID. The 
service is free, and in return the 
company profits from the oil and 
finished products.

The waste oil is processed at 

refineries. Most of the clean oils 
are shipped elsewhere in a viable 
market where there are incentives 
or clean fuel standards. California 
and Oregon are such markets. 
Although Washington was a top 
10 biodiesel producer in 2018 with 
1.9 million barrels (80 million 
gallons), the state didn’t crack the 
top 10 as a consumer, according 
to data collected by U.S. Energy 
Information Administration. 
Proponents hope with the passage 
of HB 1091, demand for clean oil 
will increase. Perhaps with it also 
comes jobs.

Elijah Worley, regional account 
manager with ME-N, surmised 
that not everyone is on board with 
the idea of recycling used cooking 
oil. The lack of awareness of the 
benefits to the business and the 
environment contribute to the 
hesitancy. 

“The Clean Fuels Now 
movement is so important to the 
efforts of educating the public and 
other business owners,” Worley 
stated. 

Legislators need to be educated, 
too. On Feb. 27, HB 1091 passed 
in the House chamber with a vote 
of 52-46. The bill was scheduled 
for debate in the Senate in early 
March. 

For a list of the participating 
restaurants, go to 
cleanfuelswork.com/restaurants.

Becky can be reached at 
info@nwasianwekly.com.

Dalai Lama


