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Numerous organizations on the 
Plateau are gearing up to hand out 
free masks and hand sanitizer to 
residents.

In a July 15 press release, King 
County announced it bought five 
million cloth masks — enough 
for each person in the county 
to receive two — and 20 million 
disposable masks. In order to get 
these masks to the public, the 

county is first disseminating the 
materials to various King County 
Library System buildings to then 
be given to nearly 650 organiza-
tions and municipalities around 
the county.

Local organizations participating 
in this mass mask measure include 
the Enumclaw Plateau Farmers’ 
Market, the Calvary Presbyterian 
Church, the Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter-day Saints, the Enumclaw 

Enumclaw, nonprofits and churches get masks from King County

A new “contactless” market has 
opened up for local farmers, food 
producers, and their customers.

It’s called a REKO Market, and 
while it appears to be common 
across the Atlantic, it’s starting 
to gather popularity here in the 
states.

The acronym REKO, said 
co-organizer Julie Kintzi, stands 
for rejäl konsumtion (Swedish) 
or reilua kuluttamista (Finnish), 
which means “fair consumption.”

“My interpretation of that, 
and the reason why I pursued 
this concept, is to make it easier 
for farmers and producers like 
bakers to sell directly to consum-
ers,” said Kintzi, who herself 
sells pre-ordered turkeys for the 

Välkommen to the Enumclaw REKO Market
By Ray Miller-Still

Editor
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Everything you see 
on these tables 
have already been 
ordered, bought, 
and paid for by 
customers of the 
Enumclaw REKO 
Market, so all they 
have to do is drive 
up to the local 
Fantello Creamery 
to pick up their 
order. Pictured 
is REKO Market 
organizer Julie 
Kintzi in the flower 
mask and Steve 
Neason from Cedar 
Springs Farm, who 
was standing in for 
Cascadia Greens. 

See REKO, Page 6

The most recent gathering of the 
Enumclaw City Council concluded 
with Mayor Jan Molinaro follow-
ing through on a promise. Money 
had been raised and the mayor 
departed City Hall with a shaved 
head and without his familiar 
goatee.

The spectacle – carried live on 
ECTV and now available for view-
ing on the city website – began 
with a challenge. Molinaro noted 

publicly that he had bypassed hair-
cuts since February and was sport-
ing a length reminiscent of his high 
school days.

He vowed to the Enumclaw 
community that if enough money 
was pledged to a pair of nonprofit 
entities, he would undergo a seri-
ous scissoring. The beneficiaries 
were Plateau Outreach Ministries 
and the Rainier Foothills Wellness 
Foundation. If $10,000 was raised, 
Molinaro said, he would consent to 
a public crew cut; if donations hit 
$15,000 he agreed to have his head 

shaved; and, if folks were gener-
ous enough to pledge $20,000, he 
added his whiskers to the deal.

Molinaro’s fate was sealed when 
donations not only topped $20,000, 
but continued to roll in. By the time 
the July 13 haircut rolled around, 
the total had eclipsed the $28,000 
mark.

Participating in the ceremonial 
shearing was longtime Enum-
claw barber Chuck Anselmo. And 
co-starring in the event were a 
quartet of Enumclaw High School 
wrestlers.

Prior to the mayoral shearing, 
members of the City Council – 
who were once again participating 
remotely – took about 45 minutes 
to work through their agenda. 
Among the items of business to be 
acted upon, the council:

• Locked in future prices the 
city will pay for natural gas, a not-
uncommon move that aims to 
provide rate stability for custom-
ers of the city utility.

For the past decade, the city has 
contracted with IGI Resources 
to secure future purchases of 

natural gas at a fixed price. That will 
continue into 2025.

A report from Ed Hawthorne, the 
city’s natural gas manager, stated 
“Recent events have impacted 
pricing to the point that staff 
recommends taking advantage of 
historically low pricing.”

• Signed off on a project that 
saw Railroad Street substantially 
upgraded.

It was last November when the 
council awarded a contract to 

By Kevin Hanson

Senior Writer

As promised, clippers clean mayor’s locks
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Enumclaw Mayor Jan Molinaro was shaved by local barber and former City Councilman Chuck Anselmo, who oversaw four Enumclaw High School graduates and wrestlers — Drew Krehbiel, 
Brandon Cromier, Aiden Carroll (pictured), and Cole Bower — as they made first contact with the mayor’s shaggy mane. After the cut, Molinaro then shaved his goatee and posed with Plateau 
Outreach Ministries Director Elisha Smith-Marshall and Suzanne Lewis, treasurer at the Rainier Foothills Wellness Center, the recipients of more than the $28,000 this haircut raised. 

See MAYOR, Page 8

See MASKS, Page 8

By Ray Miller-Still

Editor
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In addition to King County giving Enumclaw thousands of masks, the city also received a donation of masks from 
the Seattle-based Taipei Cultural Economic Office, headed by Alex Fan, left. “Even though we only donated 1,000 
mask to Enumclaw this time, we believe it could open up opportunities for mutual sharing and foster deeper 
relationship in near future,” said Fan’s secretary, Vicki Shih. According to Fan, Taiwan’s efforts to fight against the 
COVID-19 pandemic have resulted in less than 500 cases, and deaths have yet to reach double-digits; this is due 
to the fact that the country was hit hard by a SARS outbreak in 2003, and the country now requires all medical 
institutions to conduct yearly pandemic training. During a small ceremony outside city hall, Fan and Mayor Jan 
Molinaro exchanged gifts, which included gifting a copy of the locally-written “There’s Only One Enumclaw,” by 
Louis Poppleton to Fan, who lives in Seattle. 



The following is a press 
release from the Washington 
state Employment Security 
Department:

Unless Congress acts 
to extend or adjust it, the 
additional $600 per week in 
Federal Pandemic Unem-
ployment Program (FPUC) 
benefits, available under 
the federal CARES Act, will 

stop after the week ending 
Sat., July 25, 2020. FPUC is 
entirely federally funded 
and available only at federal 
discretion. State employ-
ment agencies adminis-
ter the benefits but do not 
have a say in whether these 
benefits are extended.

“We are committed to 
supporting both workers 

and employers as they navi-
gate the changing workforce 
landscape,” said Employ-
ment Security Department 
Commissioner, Suzi LeVine. 
“ESD and our partners in 
the WorkSource system are 
here to help in the search 
for a new job or a new 
career, or maintain benefits 
if you cannot yet go back to 

work. Despite the COVID-
19 crisis, many employers 
are still hiring across the 
state, and with the expira-
tion of the additional $600 
in benefits on the horizon 
it is a good time to look 
for your next opportunity. 
WorkSource offices around 
Washington offer online 
workshops, training oppor-
tunities and virtual one-on-
one help with everything 
from writing resumes 
and cover letters, to job 

application assistance and 
interview preparation. Go 
to WorkSourceWA.com for 
information about your 
local WorkSource office 
as well as job listings and 
resources for job seekers 
and employers.”

Nearly all individuals 
currently receiving unem-
ployment benefits, or 
benefits under the federal 
CARES Act programs, 
receive the additional 
$600 per week on top of 

their base weekly benefit 
amount. For those eligible 
for benefits between April 
4, 2020 and July 25, 2020, if 
they should get resolution 
on their claims after the 
July 25, 2020, they are still 
eligible for back payments 
of FPUC funds for all 
weeks for which they were 
eligible.

As of July 11, Employment 
Security has distributed a 
total of $4,425,152,128 in 
FPUC benefits.
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GOT IT, What now?

GET EDUCATED 
& ask questions
Dave - metastatic PC (253) 377-0835

Larry - robotic surgery (253) 797-9072

Bill - doing surveillance (253) 350-8697

George - did radiation (360) 825-4181

Bill - having 2nd thoughts (253) 219-7075

holidays.
The idea to start the 

market here in the ‘Claw 
came from, what else, the 
COVID-19 pandemic; “It 
was uncertain if farmers 
markets would start this 
year or what they would 
look like,” Kintzi continued, 
adding the market opened 
on Facebook in mid-May. 
“Our plan is to keep this 
going at least until Novem-
ber of this year… Depend-
ing on how successful this 
is, we may continue next 
year.”

Lorraine Larsson of Lars-
son’s Delectable Delights, 
one of the regular REKO 
producers, said she and 
her husband normally 
sell their items at farm-
er’s markets, but “we like 
the ‘safety’” of this online 
market.

“Several weeks in, we’ve 
established some regular 
customers and it’s fun to 
see them every Saturday 
afternoon,” she contin-
ued. “I’m finally getting 
to a place where I’m able 
to recognize them by their 
vehicles!”

Shopping at the market 
is simple, and you start 
by becoming a member 
of the Enumclaw REKO 
Market Facebook group 
at www.facebook.com/

groups/528024898100679/.
Once a member, users 

can see producers post 
various items for sale like 
fresh greens and veggies, 
but also cheese, baked 
goods, and pre-made 
salads.

Users then post their 
order in the comment 
section of the post with an 
email so the producers can 
contact them for payment. 
Orders are due noon on 
Fridays.

“Each producer has their 
own payment system,” 
Kintzi said. “That’s what 
makes it easy, at least for 
the producers.”

Once the products are 
ordered and paid for, users 
then visit Fantello Cream-
ery (39719 236th Ave S.E. 
Enumclaw) between 2 and 
3:30 p.m. on Saturday to 
pick up their order.

“People literally just 
drive up and they don’t 
get out of their car, which 
is another reason why it’s 
so COVID-friendly,” Kintzi 
continued.

The Facebook page 
already has more than 
1,100 members, but Kintzi 
warned the REKO Market 
can’t survive on interest 
alone.

“It’s one thing to sign up 
— people get excited and 
they sign up for something 
— but they don’t necessar-
ily participate. In order to 
keep this going, in order to 
justify it for the producers, 

we really need more people 
to buy,” she said. “We have 
our loyal customers that 
buy every week, and we 
really appreciate them.”

While the local busi-
nesswoman wouldn’t 
argue that REKO Markets 
are more or less successful 
than traditional farmer’s 
markets, there are some 
perks to doing everything 
over Facebook and only 
supplying what’s been 
sold.

“We’re not financially 
invested like we would be 
at a farmer’s market, where 
it takes quite a bit of work 
to get it started — I know 
this, because I helped start 
the Enumclaw Plateau 
Farmer’s Market,” Kintzi 
said. “We have room for 
both, especially right now.”

Like a farmer’s market, 
though, you know that 
the food you’re getting is 
from licensed farmers and 
producers.

“There are no hobby 
farms. We are all legitimate 
businesses,” she contin-
ued. “All the farmers and 
producers come into this 
knowing what regulations 
they have to follow.”

It should be noted that 
the Enumclaw REKO 
Market Facebook page 
removes posts after orders 
are completed and the 
week is finished, in order 
to cause no confusion as 
to what products are being 
offered in the current week.

REKO
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Pictured is Paul Fantello of Enumclaw’s Fantello Creamery, giving a customer her order. The 
creamery was chosen as the location for the REKO Market in part because of its circular 
driveway, which allows REKO Market patrons to easily enter, snag their orders, and leave. 

Additional $600 for unemployed workers set to end July 25
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Black Diamond Automotive
Complete Auto Repair

and Muffler Shop

Keith Hutchinson

32607 3rd Ave.
Black Diamond, WA 98010

360-886-2800

• We Service Flywheels!

• We Buy Scrap Batteries

It’s Camping Season!
The City of Enumclaw has requirements

for Recreational Vehicle, boat and 
trailer parking.

EMC 19.14.040(A)(2)(a) -Recreational vehicles, 
boat trailers, and all other vehicles not in daily use 
may be parked in the required front yard for no 
more than 48 consecutive hours, and may be 
parked in the required rear yard without time limit.

Please call us with any questions about
theserequirements. 360-825-3593

1730 Railroad Street, Enumclaw  |  360-625-6192
Worx@Metzano.com  |  www.Metzano.com

Centrally located in downtown Enumclaw, Metzano Worx is the only 
co-working facility on the Plateau. All-inclusive private offi  ces available 

on a daily, monthly or annual basis – all you need is a computer!

Includes: Furnished offi  ce with desk, task chair and lockable door – pricing runs from 
$20 a day or $300 - $750 a month based on size  •  Includes all utilities, 5G high-speed 
internet, free parking, printer, coff ee & water  •  Comfortable, quiet environment 
enables high productivity  •  Perfect for remote workers, small businesses, students 
and more  •   Large conference room/event center

Live Locally? “Working” from home?
(or trying to)

Come take a tour and receive
one complimentary day use!


