
Many people enjoy Indig-
enous American artwork 
and products — but how 
can you be sure that bead-
work or dreamcatcher you 
purchased was authen-
tic, and not just “Native 
inspired”?

Courtney YellowWolf 
Graham Wilson, an Enum-
claw resident and member 
of the Choctaw Nation, is 
making it her mission to 
put together a directory 
of not just Native Ameri-
can artists, but indige-
nous business owners of 
all kinds, so anyone and 
everyone can be a part of 
an indigenous culture with-
out participating in cultural 
appropriation.

The idea for the direc-
tory, called Native Owned 
& Operated (https://www.
ndnoando.com/), came 
out of the business trou-
bles YellowWolf Graham 
Wilson was having when the 

pandemic 
started.

Yellow-
Wolf 
Graham 
Wilson is 

a medicine woman and 
therapist, and is specially 
trained in Basic Body 

Reflex Evaluation (finding 
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GOT IT, What now?

GET EDUCATED 
& ask questions
Dave - metastatic PC (253) 377-0835

Larry - robotic surgery (253) 797-9072

Bill - doing surveillance (253) 350-8697

George - did radiation (360) 825-4181

Bill - having 2nd thoughts (253) 219-7075

Now Meeting 

Virtually, 

call for details.

Black Diamond Automotive
Complete Auto Repair

and Muffler Shop

Keith Hutchinson

32607 3rd Ave.
Black Diamond, WA 98010

360-886-2800

• We Service Flywheels!

• We Buy Scrap Batteries

360-829-529228833 Hwy. 410 E, Buckley
www.acaringplace.net

Heritage House Assisted Living 
includes a variety of services:

From all of us at...

Heritage House

• Medication reminders & 
management

• Short stay, or respite services

• Mobility assistance

• Transportation

• Cognitive support

• Assistance - Bathing/dressing

• Full service dining

• Housekeeping & personal laundry

• Memory Care

Heritage HouseHeritage House

“Wonderful Life” presented 
remotely by EHS drama

The classic holiday story “It’s a 
Wonderful Life” will be brought to life 
by the Enumclaw High School Drama 
Department.

The cast and crew – which includes 
EHS students, alumni and teachers, 
many performing multiple roles – have 
been rehearsing since November for this 
week’s performances.

Like everything else, this version of “It’s 
a Wonderful Life” has been shaped by the 
ongoing pandemic. Rather than being 
performed on stage, it’s a “virtual” effort; 
the audience will watch on their screen of 
choice while performers act from remote 
locations.

The live show will be offered at 7 p.m. 
on Dec. 17, 18 and 19. Tickets are avail-
able online at: enumclawperformingarts.
com. The tickets are free, though there is 
a transaction fee; also at the time there is 
the opportunity to donate to EHS artistic 
efforts.

After registering, a link will be 
sent allowing access to the virtual 
performance.

This version of Frank Capra’s classic 
1946 film has been adapted as a radio 
play by Philip Grecian. If features an origi-
nal score by Ben Barker, band director at 
Enumclaw High.

The story of “It’s a Wonderful Life” is a 
familiar one: an angel is sent from Heaven 
to help a desperately frustrated business-
man by showing him what life would have 
been like if he had never existed.

The cast includes Patrick Hill-Halv-
erson, Harry Gomes, Mateo Cuadros, 

Mercer Akeson, Augy Hall, Eric Fiedler, 
Micah Robinson, Elizabeth Tolbert, 
Jessica Duthie, Shealynn Varnadore, Ana 
Vasquez, Emma Fehr, Sophie Williams, 
Kiley Aaby, Nicole Laborte, Gunner Argo, 
Isaac Soltero, Emma Murphy, Taylor 
Travis, Malynn Williams, Jade Brewer, 
Shaelynn Shook, Sylvia Lortie, Kaya 
Albright, Alexandria Harrington, Adele 
Razor, Estefania Tabarez, Christy Wein-
brecht, Breanna Gutierrez and Hannah 
Collins.

Technicians are stage manager Nolan 
Cooper and Morrgan Cooper, sound.

This is the second live-stream effort 
by the Drama Department, coming on 
the heels of an October performance of 
“Frankenstein.”

By Kevin Hanson

Senior Writer

Local woman publishes 
directory of Native-owned-
and-operated businesses

By Ray Miller-Still

Editor

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Local resident Courtney YellowWolf Graham Wilson is a 
medicine woman, Enumclaw-based counselor, and curator 
of the new Native Owned and Operated business directory, 
which focuses on all sorts of businesses run by indigenous 
peoples. 

See BUSINESSES, Page 8



and resolving where in the body emotion 
is being manifested physically) and Neuro-
Linguistic Programming. But all the self-
care techniques she’s learned didn’t 
prepare her for the economic downturn 
of the pandemic, and because she’s self-
employed, didn’t have access to the same 
social safety net available to other workers.

“I didn’t get any of the grants, didn’t get 
any Paycheck Protection, because I work 
by myself… and they told me I didn’t qual-
ify for unemployment, so I didn’t have any 
help,” she said in a Dec. 9 interview. She 
remembers thinking: “There has to be a lot 
of other people like me who need help like 
this.”

But YellowWolf Graham Wilson wanted 
to focus specifically on Native Ameri-
can businesses because they’re so often 

overlooked by mainstream America.
For example, the Navajo Nation sued 

Urban Outfitters in 2012 over the compa-
ny’s “Navajo” fashion line, which had little 
— if anything — to do with the tribe or its 
culture, let alone provide the tribe any profit 
from those products. The suit was settled in 
2016 and allowed for a “supply and license 
agreement” so that the Navajo Nation and 
Urban Outfitters could collaborate on a 
jewelry line, the Guardian reported. Urban 
Outfitters had been producing the “Navajo” 
line since 2001.

It’s instances like this that can cause 
real harm to Native American communi-
ties; according to Poverty USA, more than 
25 percent of Native Americans lived in 
poverty in 2018, the highest poverty rate of 
any race.

“There’s a lot of cultural appropriation 
out there. ‘Native inspired.’ And that really 
harms us, and hurts us as First Nations. It’s 
stealing our cultural and sacred designs and 
what we do and making money off of us,” 
YellowWolf Graham Wilson said.

She thought at first that she’d manage a 
small list of Native American businesses 
on her Instagram, but requests to be in the 
directory poured in by the hundreds, so she 
opted to build a whole website.

“I literally sat down for three days straight 
and made it. I’m still working out some 
kinks and I’ve got to go back and check all 
the links to make sure everything is good, 
but it’s a way to get the word out hopefully 
in time for people to buy Christmas stuff to 
help support these businesses,” YellowWolf 
Graham Wilson continued.

The directory is filled with links to various 
businesses across the U.S. and even beyond. 
There are artists like Isabelle Zwicker (White 
Buffalo Crafts by Isabelle), Stacey Littledeer 
(Spirit Fire Art), and Jeremy Salazar (Three 
Feather Studios), but also restaurants and 
food providers like Off The Rez (Seattle) 
and Passamaquoddy Maple (Maine); book-
stores like Redplanet Comics (Albuquerque, 
NM) and Iron Dog Books (East Hastings, 
Vancouver, BC); beauty product busi-
nesses like Woke Soap and Ah-Shi Beauty; 

motivational speakers like Brian Frejo and 
Dyami Thomas; podcasters like Let’s Talk 
Native with John Kane and Native Opinion; 
comedians like the 1491s and Tonia Jo Hall; 
plus powwow suppliers, nonprofits, grants, 
IT, authors, fashion, beadwork, clothing, 
news, and more.

“Anyone can go to this website and feel 
good about what they’re buying and who 
they’re buying from,” YellowWolf Graham 
Wilson said.

Anyone who wishes to be a part of this 
directory can email YellowWolf Graham 
Wilson at NDNOandO@gmail.com; 
please include in the email a link to your 
website (or Facebook, Etsy, etc.) and any 
First Nation or Tribe you may be enrolled 
in (those that are not enrolled in a tribe, 
please provide a short 
explanation of how you are 
contributing to your tribe’s 
community and how you 
are sustaining your tribe’s 
culture, traditions, teach-
ings, etc.).
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NEW LOCATION! 29393 State Route 410 E, STE. D (By IGA)

Recreational
MARIJUANA

*No medical card needed.

360.761.7540 MRBILLSOFBUCKLEY.COM
This product has intoxicating eff ects and may be habit forming. Marijuana can impair concentration, coordination, and judgment. Do not 
operate a vehicle or machinery under the infl uence of this drug. There may be health risks associated with consumption of the product. 

For use only by adults twenty-one and older. Keep out of the reach of children.

OPEN DAILY  •  8AM - 10PM
“FIRST AND FINEST IN BUCKLEY”

SECURE, PROFESSIONAL,
 EXPERT SALES STAFF!

OPEN 8AM - 9:45PM EVERY DAY

and Now Open:

Donation Locations: 

• Fugate Ford

• Vehicle Parked Outside 

of Grocery Outlet

• Purchase Food at QFC to 

be donated there directly.

Please help! 

No donation is too small!

Please join our 

Food and Toy Drive  
to help support our local families.

526 Roosevelt Ave • ENUMCLAW • 360-825-7731

FUGATEFORD.COM

FUGATE         FORD

Thank You
for voting us #1 Auto Dealership on the Plateau 6 years in a row!America’s Best Selling Brand

Go Further

ENDS 

DEC 24TH

Ugly
Sweather!
TIME TO 
DON YOUR 

TO ENTER, GO TO... 
www.CourierHerald.com

The contest runs until 

December 31st 
Winners and prizes announced in the

January 13, 2021 edition.

Come see me today!
RICK KRANZ

253.261.6972

Last 
Minute 
Specials

for a 

Special 
Holiday

M
ik

e’s Western Supplie

rs

CL Western Apparel

Your 
One Stop 
Western 
Shops 

for Horse 
and Rider

Limited to stock on hand. Prices good until Christmas.  
We accept all major credit cards. We ship anywhere.

Gift Certificates!!
Open till 4 pm Christmas Eve

Leanin’ Tree

Christmas Cards .........  50%
off

Christmas
Ornaments ...................  50%

off
All Brands in Stock
Jeans ..............................  20%

off

Men’s, Ladies’ & Kids’

Shirts & Tops ...............  10%
off

Resistol, Stetson & Rodeo King

Hats ..............................  20%
off

          Powder River, Cinch, Wrangler & Outback

Coats ............................  10%
off

Montana Silversmith

Jewelry .........................  20%
off

Breyer Collectibles ..............  10%
off

Montana Lifestyles

Statues ..........................  25%
off

Entire Stock Justin, Tony Lama, Ariat, HH

Boots ............................  10%
off

Purses, Wallets 
& Accessories ...............  10%

off

OPEN TILL 
4PM

CHRISTMAS
EVE!

www.mikeswesternsuppliers.com

Hours: Mon-Sat 10 am - 6 pm, Sun Noon - 4 pm

Auburn/Enumclaw Hwy. • 22929 SE 436th St, Enumclaw

360-825-3991

Businesses
From Page 3




