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Online music classes
have different rhythm

By Anne Basye

The Gilkey Square tree light-
ing. Fall and spring concerts.
Regional music educator festi-
vals. Christmas wreath sales. Pep
band. Maybe Disneyland.

COVID-19 wiped the 2020-
21 school music calendar clean,
leaving La Conner Director of
Bands and Choirs McKenzie
Clark and his students to make
music on-line.

That is a challenge for an es-
sentially face-to-face endeavor.

When meeting in person, mu-
sic classes begin with call-and-re-
sponse warm-up exercises. Clark
sings or plays a line; students re-
peat it. Online, he sings or plays
— and does not hear a thing.

“Students are muted because of
the lag time between what they
hear and their response,” says
Clark. Twenty students means
“20 different starting points to a
song” —a recipe for cacophony. “I
can only hope they are singing it
back.”

In person, McKenzie can re-
hearse singers in sections, pull-
ing them back together to polish
a piece as an ensemble, often
with this reporter at the piano.
Tiny, separate squares on a laptop
screen do not foster this natural
rhythm of rehearsal and feed-
back, so he is teaching pieces that
are sung or played in unison. The
high school band has been work-
ing on “Cool Blues”, the high
school and middle school choirs
on “We Shall Overcome” and the
“On, La Conner!” fight song.

After Clark teaches a passage,
students practice it off-line be-
fore submitting a video or audio
recording of their work. Through
the La Conner school district’s
on-line platform, Canvas, “I give
them feedback as if [ were in per-
son. I tell them, ‘check your key
signature’, ‘check your note’ or
‘you played all notes and rhythms
right, now make it masterful.””

Since there is no way to play or
sing together, Clark often intro-
duces musical literacy topics like
note values and clefs. Sophomore
choir member Hadley Shears
finds that helpful. So does fresh-
man Sammy Williams, who plays
the trumpet.

“It helps me figure out what
things mean more than on the
surface, that helps me play bet-
ter,” says Williams. “I am not
just playing notes, I understand
how the piece works and what it
means and why.”

In-person classes teem with
connection and belonging. “It’s
hard to get that right now,” says
Clark. “When we meet in person,
our most active topic is how to we
make music and ourselves sound
better. Belonging is an awesome
byproduct. Since we can’t sing
together now, and we don’t have
pep band, I focus on creating that
feeling.”

Recently he had students do
Show-and-Tell, “a fun silly thing
to connect in a different way,”
says Shears.

Williams felt that feeling of be-
longing when he represented La
Conner Schools at the Honor Fes-
tival sponsored by the San Juan
Music Educators Association.
This annual event selects top re-
gional music students to rehearse
and perform under a guest con-
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By Lucie Winborne

« Pine cones have genders. Male pine
cones shed pollen and female pine
cones make seeds. When the wind
blows pollen into the female cones, the
seeds become pollinated.

 Cats are believed to be the only
mammals that don’t taste sweetness.

« In 1978, DC put out a “Superman
vs. Muhammad Ali” comic book.
While the plot deals with hostile
aliens, the book’s main highlight is the
whooping Superman gets in a sparring
match with “The Greatest™!

e The first-ever fashion magazine
was sold in Germany in 1586.

» Early cosmetic surgeons used a
procedure known as paraffin wax rhi-
noplasty, in which they would inject
hot liquid wax into a patient’s nose
and mold it into the desired shape. Not
only was this dangerous, but, no sur-
prise, it really didn’t work.

e Canada eats more macaroni and
cheese than any other nation in the
world.

» A French general, the Marquis de
Lafayette, gave John Quincy Adams
a pet alligator. Our sixth president not
only kept it in a White House bathtub,
but enjoyed showing it off to visitors.

ductor.

Instead of meeting at Western
Washington University, students
met on-line with the conductor
and a tech assistant. Then, from
home, they made two recordings
of themselves playing their part —
one audio, one video — that will
be mixed into one group perfor-
mance video.

“I love being in a band and this
was just like normal band but a
whole lot larger than La Conner,”
he says. “Seeing all the different
instruments and parts, [’'m excited
to see how it turns out.”

Next semester, middle school
band begins. Many sixth graders
were just learning their instru-
ments when band was cut short
last March. “It will be a challenge
to teach sheer beginners on the
internet but I’m looking forward
to it, and if there are opportunities
for in-person classes in the spring
we will use them,” says Clark.

As they fine-tune their virtual
teaching skills, music educators
like Clark are pondering how and
when young musicians can per-
form together safely.

For guidance, they look to
best practices emerging from
the Aerosol Research Study for
the performing arts led by the
University of Colorado, which
is investigating the effects of
COVID-19 aerosol transmission
in performance settings.

Studying events like last
spring’s Skagit Valley Chorale
super-spreader rehearsal have re-
vealed that performing outdoors
is safer than indoors; low volume
is safer than loud; small groups
are safer than large; shorter is bet-
ter than longer (aerosols quickly
accumulate indoors); and social
distance is safest. Singers should
use specially designed singer’s
masks; wind and brass players
should use instrument covers.

Whether La Conner musicians
can gather in person this spring
or next fall, “that first day when
we’re back together will be spe-
cial,” says Clark.

Shears agrees. “Choir is a fun
class no matter what format it is,
but in person it’s fun to sing as a
group because on Zoom we can’t
really do that.”

Says Clark, “in the long run, I
think kids will be grateful to have
had these strange opportunities
to invest in themselves as musi-
cians.”

New school
superintendent
survey

The La Conner School Board
has a survey for community in-
put about leadership character-
istics and qualities needed in the
next District Superintendent. The
Board will use the results of this
survey in its search process for a
new superintendent. Community
stakeholders need to respond be-
fore March 12, 2021. Go to:

https://www.surveymonkey.
com/r/LaConnerEnglish

https://www.surveymonkey.
com/r/laConnerSpanish

Source: The La Conner School
District

» There is a town in India called San-
ta Claus.

* Ever wonder how the tradition of
leaving hand and footprints in front
of Grauman’s Chinese Theater in
Hollywood got started? By accident
— when silent film actress Norma Tal-
madge stepped on wet cement.

* Cellophane, invented in 1908, was
originally intended to protect table-
cloths from wine spills.

* Those old witch potions aren’t quite
as gross as you think: Eye of newt, toe
of frog and wool of bat are actually
archaic terms for mustard seed, butter-
cup and holly leaves.

« Selfies now cause more deaths than

shark attacks.
skskosk

Thought for the Day: “My father
always said, ‘Never trust anyone
whose TV is bigger than their book-
shelf” — so I make sure I read.” —
Emilia Clarke
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Send address changes to us at:
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La Conner, WA 98257
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AND THE BAND PLAYED ON, BACK IN THE OLD DAYS — Way back in March the La Conner school pep
band could pile in a bus, go over the mountains to Spokane and pep up the high school girls basketball team
and its many fans in the arena. In La Conner, practices were in a room, together, without face masks.
Those were the days, my friends. Stay masked and away from each other to hasten their return

—Photo courtesy of McKenzie Clark

Delay of game: COVID-19 holds
up high school sports schedules

By Bill Reynolds

The tipoff to the La Conner
High basketball season has been
delayed once again.

The reason is the COVID-19
pandemic, which has rebounded
this fall: a tenacious, relentless
full-court press.

Because of statewide spikes
in coronavirus cases, the Wash-
ington Interscholastic Activities
Association (WIAA) executive
board has delayed the start of
Season 2, including boys’ and
girls’ basketball and wrestling,
from Dec. 28 to Feb. 1.

The delay is the latest in a se-
ries of high school sports’ sched-
ule changes prompted by the pan-
demic.

In response to the COVID-19
emergency, the WIAA had re-
aligned its traditional three-sea-
son sports schedule (fall, winter
and spring) into four shorter sea-
sons. The WIAA, which governs
high school sports in Washington
state, pushed activities consid-
ered at higher risk for COVID-19
exposure later in the school year
in hopes the virus would be con-
trolled by then.

The newest adjustment further
shortens sports seasons across
Washington. State championship
tournaments have also been nixed
to avoid long distance travel and
overnight stays.

“All T know,” La Conner High
head girls’ basketball coach Scott
Novak told the Weekly News,
“is that we are (now) scheduled
to begin on Feb. 1 with a sev-
en-week season but I'm sure
that can change depending on
COVID. That’s all I know at this
point.”

The girls placed a program-best
second at the 2B Hardwood Clas-
sic in Spokane last March, a last
major high school sports event
held prior to campuses in Wash-
ington state being shut down later
that month.

Under the new plan, basketball
season would conclude March 20
with regional tourney play.

Most traditional fall sports, in-
cluding volleyball and soccer, are

tentatively set to launch their sea-
sons on March 15.

The La Conner High volleyball
team is the two-time defending
state 2B title winner. The Lady
Braves would have been odds-on
favorites this year to complete a
state three-peat and capture the
La Conner net program’s sixth
crown under head coach Suzanne
Marble.

Marble, assistant coach Pam
Keller and the team are now hop-
ing to salvage a seven-week cam-
paign culminating with regional
action May 1.

“At this point,” Marble said,
“it’s all so crazy and up in the air.”

The new schedule allows foot-
ball practices to begin March
8 and extends until Jan. 23 the
off-season coaching and workout
window that had been in place
since late September.

“The window allows for coach-

es in all sports to work with stu-
dent-athletes in the same fash-
ion as the summer -coaching
window,” according to a WIAA
spokesperson.

Season 3, composed of track
and field, baseball, softball, golf
and tennis, now runs April 26-
June 12.

While the executive board ap-
proved the framework for each
WIAA season, flexibility remains
at the local level due to public
health protocols in effect during
the pandemic.

“If less than 50 per cent of
schools in a classification are able
to compete in a sport, in accor-
dance with Department of Health
guidelines, the executive board
will make an adjustment to the
scheduled season in order to al-
low the chance for greater partici-
pation,” a WIAA rep said.

Gifts for Kids Under the

La Conner

Kiwanis Club

Pick up a tag beginning Nov.30

Drop-off wrapped gifts
before Dec.16 at
Edward Jones,
708 E Morris Street
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