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FEBRUARY 
RETURN?

Coaches ready, but 
uncertainty remains:

Local Sports, Page A5

By Kelly Moyer

Post-Record editor

The letter from the board presi-
dent did not mince words. 

“It would be an understatement 
to say that this year has been a 
challenge for our preschool,” Mindy 
O’Neil wrote to hundreds of alumni 
families who have sent their chil-
dren to the Camas-Washougal Par-
ent Co-op Preschool over the years. 
“We have been feverishly working 
over the last few months to pull in 
as many students as possible and 
keep our school open. This week, 
we learned that our finances will no 
longer allow us to do that.” 

The nonprofit preschool — Clark 

County’s oldest continuously run-
ning cooperative preschool — had 
been a community staple since 
1940, but the pandemic’s impact 
was something O’Neil and other 
board members couldn’t ignore. 

“Our school year started with full 
rosters and high hopes,” O’Neil told 
the alumni. 

But when COVID-19 cases start-
ed to surge and local school districts 
decided to begin the 2020-21 school 
year with online-only classes, 
O’Neil said the preschool’s enroll-
ment took a hit. 

Overnight, the preschool lost half 
of its enrolled students and the vol-
unteer board members started to 
wonder how they would be able to 
pay the school’s teachers and keep 

the doors open. 
By mid-December, the school 

had depleted its emergency savings 
and board members knew, if they 
couldn’t raise more money, they 
would have to close the 80-year-old 
school for good.

“If we can’t keep it open this year, 
we can’t register kids for next year,” 
O’Neil told the Post-Record. “We do 
have staff members who are volun-
teering their time at this point. We 
did not want them to have to do 
this, but they offered that up.” 

Board members also reached out 
to alumni and the general commu-
nity via an online GoFundMe fun-
draiser. 

‘Small, but mighty’
80-year-old Camas-Washougal preschool co-op struggles to stay open during 

COVID-19 pandemic; asks alumni, community for help

By Kelly Moyer

Post-Record editor

Camas School District 
leaders this week clarified 
a plan to bring all K-12 
students back to the class-
room for limited, in-person 
opportunities, beginning 
with first- and second-
graders on Jan. 19, 2021. 

The district’s new plan 
to bring the area’s young-
est learners back first for 
in-person learning follows 

the partial-day, twice-
weekly classroom schedule 
that has been in place for 
more than 75 percent of 
the district’s kindergarten 
students since Nov. 9.

The district will contin-
ue to offer a fully remote 
learning option for families 
who do not want to send 
their children back to the 
classroom during the CO-
VID-19 pandemic. 

Camas sets timelines for 
K-12 return to classrooms

By Doug Flanagan

Post-Record staff writer

2020 has been a big year for 
the massive Steigerwald Recon-
nection Project happening at the 
national Steigerwald Lake wild-
life refuge located on the edge of 
Washougal. 

“I would say we had a success-
ful, productive year,” said Chris 
Collins, a principal restoration 
ecologist for the Portland-based 
Lower Columbia Estuary Part-
nership, which is working with 
the United States Fish and 
Wildlife Service (USFWS) and 
the Port of Camas-Washougal to 

reconfigure the existing Colum-
bia River levee system to reduce 
flood risk, reconnect 965 acres of 
Columbia River floodplain at the 
refuge and increase recreation 
opportunities.

Several of the project’s major 

tasks — raising Highway 14 to 
a level matching the Columbia 
River’s 500-year flood level, re-
aligning a portion of Gibbons 
Creek and building the founda-
tions for two setback levees — 
wrapped up in late October. 

“We’re on schedule. We’re 
within our budget,” Collins said. 
“The critical tasks that we really 
needed to accomplish this year, 
we hit those within the time 
frame. I think we’re well posi-
tioned to have a successful year 
next year and to wrap things up 
in early 2022.”

Collins said the project will 
take on “a very different” look in 
2021. 

“The nature of the work will 
change quite a bit,” he said. 

2021 will be “primarily about 
two things,” Collins said: com-
pleting the earth work required 
to build the setback levees and 
finishing the trail system. 

Collins said construction 
crews have nearly 30 percent of 
the earth work done on the set-
back levees.

“So next year we’ve got 70, 75 

Steigerwald project had ‘productive year’

By Kelly Moyer

Post-Record editor

Teachers union leaders 
in Camas and Washougal 
say local educators’ reac-
tions to recent news that 
both school district plan 
to bring many students 
back to the classroom soon 
after the winter break — 
despite the fact that Clark 
County COVID-19 infec-
tions remain on an up-
ward trajectory — run the 
gamut, from apprehensive 
to exuberant. 

“I’ve heard mixed re-
views,” said Shelley Houle, 
president of the Camas 
Education Association, 
the union that represents 
more than 460 Camas 
educators. “Some teachers 
are really excited and oth-
ers have concerns about 
safety protocols.” 

Eric Engebretson, presi-
dent of the Washougal 
teachers union, agreed. 

“There are some who are 
concerned, which is not un-
usual, seeing that we’re in 
a pandemic,” Engebretson 
told the Post-Record on 
Saturday, Dec. 19, one day 
after that school district 
announced it would bring 
first-, second- and third-
graders back for a hybrid 
of in-person and remote 
learning in mid-January 
2021. 

The Washougal School 
District announcement 
came four days after Cam-
as school board members 
unanimously committed 
to bringing first- and sec-
ond-graders back to the 
classroom on a limited, 
part-time basis in January 
2021 and to having in-per-
son learning opportunities 
for every K-12 student by 

the end of March 2021. 
“We kind of knew it was 

coming,” Houle said of the 
revised reopening plan, 
“and that it would be done 
in phases.” 

Gov. Jay Inslee also an-
nounced a change in the 
state’s guidance for school 
reopenings last week. 
The new guidelines group 
schools into three catego-
ries, with low, moderate 
and high COVID-19 rates, 
when it comes to offering 
in-person instruction. 

Counties where COV-
ID-19 cases are over 350 
per 100,000 residents — 
including Clark County, 
where rates are over 400 
cases per 100,000 resi-
dents — are considered to 
be in the “high” category, 
with a state recommenda-
tion that schools in these 
counties “should only offer 
in-person instruction for 
elementary and high-need 
students in small groups of 
15 students or fewer.”

Camas and Washougal 
school districts have been 
offering small-group, in-
person learning to high-
need students since the 
summer and to kinder-
garteners since early No-
vember. The districts’ new 
plans call for a continua-
tion of that small-group 
learning, with up to 15 
students per group, be-
ginning with elementary 
students in January 2021, 
then expanding to include 
middle and high school 
students.

The state’s new guide-
lines recommend a 
phased-in plan for in-
person learning “starting 
with elementary students 
not already attending in-

Teachers unions: 
safety top concern
Union leaders react to reopenings, urge 
community to help reduce COVID rates 

By Doug Flanagan

Post-Record staff writer

Several dozen parents 
and students gathered in 
front of the Washougal 
School District office on 
Dec. 17 for an informal 
rally, waving signs in front 
of honking automobiles 
and calling for the district 
to reopen its buildings for 
in-person instruction.

One girl, a fifth-grader, 
held a sign that said, “All 
I want for Christmas is 
school.” 

Washougal schools 
superintendent Mary 
Templeton saw the sign 
through her office window, 
went outside, approached 
the girl, nodded to the 
sign and said, “We’re on 
it. We have new informa-
tion, and you’ll be back in 
the classroom with your 
teachers very soon.”

The next day, on Fri-
day, Dec. 18, the district 
announced that it will of-
fer its first-, second- and 
third-grade students in-
person instruction two 
days per week starting 

Jan. 19, 2021.
The district said it hopes 

to bring back fourth- and 
fifth-graders “shortly 
thereafter.”

“I think that every-
body — myself, the entire 
staff, the families and 
the students — feels opti-
mistic and excited about 
these next steps as more 
children return to us in 
person,” Templeton said. 
“That’s always been the 
goal, and we always knew 
it would happen. We just 
didn’t know when. It will 
be so exciting and so won-
derful to see that many 
children back in the build-
ings. We’re looking for-
ward to it.”

School district leaders 
moved swiftly to imple-
ment the hybrid model af-
ter Washington Gov. Jay 
Inslee updated the state’s 
recommendations for re-
opening schools during 
the COVID-19 on Dec. 16.

According to the new 
guidelines, schools in 
counties with fewer than 
50 COVID-19 cases per 
100,000 residents can re-
sume in-person learning 
at all grade levels; schools 
in counties with between 
50 and 350 cases per 
100,000 can bring back el-
ementary and high-needs 
students; and schools in 

Washougal greenlights school reopenings
Students in grades 1-3 head back to 
school Jan. 19 for in-person learning

See Washougal, page A6 See Camas, page A6

ContriButeD photo Courtesy oF MinDy o’neil

Teacher Becky Mininger works with Carson Stowe, 3, at the Camas-Washougal Parent Co-op Preschool in Camas.

Refuge restoration is 
on schedule, within 
budget; completion 
expected in early 2022

ContriButeD photo Courtesy oF Chris Collins

Construction crews construct a floodwall near the Steigerwald Lake National 
Wildlife Refuge in 2020, as part of the Steigerwald Connection Project.

See Refuge, page A6

See Union, page A2See Preschool, page A3



Prepare for unexpected 
power outages with a 
Generac home standby 
generator

FREE 7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

SCHEDULE YOUR FREE IN-HOME 
ASSESSMENT TODAY!
888-674-7053

O� er valid August 24, 2020 - December 31, 2020

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval *Terms & Conditions Apply  

Individuals • Couples • Families

Martha A. Martin, Ph.D.
Psychologist

Now taking clients via telepsychology
Evening appts. available

82 Washougal River Rd., Suite 110
360-835-1070

Insurance Accepted • License No. PY2476
www.marthamartinphd.com

PROFESSIONAL COUNSELINGPROFESSIONAL COUNSELING

Reg. #AYOURTC021OT

“A” Your Town Chimney Inc.
FIREPLACE & STOVE SHOP

Dan & Marsha Dilley
2126 E Street

Washougal, WA 98671
(360) 835-1366

AYourtownChimney@comcast.net
www.ayourtownchimney.com

Wood • Gas • Pellet
Big Green Egg • Hearth Accessories

.
Celebrating the

Gospel and 
living it to the 

world.
10:30 a.m. • Worship

Choir & Worship Team at service
10:30 a.m. • Children’s Education

Nursery Care

St. John’s
Presbyterian

1206 N.E. Birch St., Camas
(2 blocks south of Crown Park)

(360) 834-3281
www.sjpc-camas.org

CHURCH OF CHRIST
3337 “L” St., Washougal

Message: 835-2976
Sunday: Classes 10 a.m.
Worship 11 a.m. & 6 p.m.
Wed: Bible Study 7 p.m.
www.washougal-churchofchrist.com

BETHEL
Community Church

Worship ................ 9:00 a.m. & 10:45 a.m.
Children’s Ministries • Nursery–4th grade
Youth ..................................5:00–7:00 p.m. 

15th & B St., Washougal • 835-8714
www.bethelcommunitychurch.org

ADULT AND YOUTH DISCIPLESHIP GROUPS
Little Lamb Preschool

Advertise your 
church services 

here.
Call Shelly at 

834-2141 or 
735-4671

for more details.
Visit these 
churches  

websites for 
possible online 

services

17
32

30

1235 “E” St., Washougal
835-2153

www.gatewayweb.org

Worship Services
Sundays: 9:00 am, 11:00 am, 

and 5:00 pm
Children’s Church during all services

Saint Anne’s  
Episcopal Church

2350 Main St.  
Washougal WA 98671  

(360) 835-5301

Sunday Services 9 am & 11 am

ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH, ELCA
4th & Garfield, Camas

Traditional Worship .........................9:00 a.m.
Contemporary Worship ..................11:00 a.m.

Nursery available 8:45 a.m.–12:15 p.m.
Susan Dollinger, Associate Pastor

834-4201 • www.zionluthcamas.org
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“I am reaching out to 
you to let you know how 
heartbroken we are to be 
in this position,” O’Neil 
wrote in her letter to alum-
ni. “If we cannot complete 
this school year, we do not 
realistically think that we 
will ever be able to reopen 
our doors again.” 

The board also has 
implemented several cost-
cutting measures, O’Neil 
added, and reached out to 
corporations known to sup-
port educational organiza-
tions. 

The final step was to ap-
peal directly to alumni and 
the greater Camas-Wash-
ougal community.

“For 80 years, our small 
but mighty co-op has pro-
vided a safe and enriched 
environment in which 
thousands of students 
have learned and grown,” 
O’Neil said. 

The school is unique 
among other preschools 
due to the fact that it op-
erates as a cooperative, 
with parents and caregiv-
ers heavily involved in the 

daily school operations. 
“Co-op preschools are a 

dying breed,” said Maria 
Lattanzi. “And this one 
is just such an important 
part of the community.” 

Lattanzi taught at the 
school for 27 years, begin-
ning in the mid-1980s, 
sent her own children to 
the preschool and has a 
grandson who will attend 
the school in January. 

“It was a wonderful ex-
perience,” Lattanzi said of 
her time at the preschool 

co-op as a parent and a 
teacher. “We were very in-
volved in the community.”

The preschool children 
often trek with their class-
mates into nearby down-
town Camas to learn about 
the community and visit 
places like the post office 
and fire station. 

Lattanzi said she is 
hopeful the preschool can 
raise the necessary funds 
to keep its door open long 
enough to survive the pan-
demic. 

“Hopefully the commu-
nity will be able to come 
together to help them,” she 
said. 

O’Neil said the initial re-
sponse has been hearten-
ing, and that the preschool 
has even had a few new 
enrollments from families 
who liked the idea of send-
ing their youngest children 
to a preschool that empha-
sizes parent and caregiver 
involvement. 

“We got a ton of enroll-
ments this week,” O’Neil 
said on Dec. 18. “We still 
have about 20 to 22 open-
ings.”

Parents or caregivers, 
which can include nan-
nies and grandparents 
or other family members, 
must pass a background 
check and commit to work-
ing 10 to 20 hours a year 
for the school, attending 
two board meetings a year 
and volunteering in their 
child’s classroom roughly 
once a month. 

O’Neil said the preschool 
appealed to her and her 
husband, because they 
wanted to be more involved 
in their children’s educa-
tion than a traditional pre-
school would have allowed. 

“This is my fifth year at 
the co-op. It’s unique be-

cause parents are in the 
classroom every single day, 
supporting the kiddos,” 
O’Neil said.

The parent time com-
mitment has been hard for 
many of the co-op’s fami-
lies who are also juggling 
remote jobs and remote 
schooling for their older 
children, O’Neil said. 

Board members hope 
more families might be 
able to return to the pre-
school now that both the  
Camas and Washougal 
school districts have an-
nounced plans to return 
students to the classroom 
on a part-time basis begin-
ning in January 2021. 

“We hope that will have 
an impact,” O’Neil said. 

For families wondering 
about COVID-19 safety 
protocols, O’Neil said the 
preschool has implement-
ed several precautions, in-
cluding a requirement that 
teachers, volunteers and 
older siblings wear face 
coverings at the school. 

The preschool’s students, 
who are all 4 years and 
younger, are not required 
to wear face coverings.

“The kids are there for 
two and a half hours a day, 
so we didn’t want teachers 
to spend that time policing 

masks,” O’Neil explained.
The school also has stag-

gered the times students 
go to recess and enter/
exit the building to reduce 
crowding, and has a porta-
ble hand-washing station 
and sanitation protocols. 

O’Neil said her own chil-
dren love going to the pre-
school. 

“I have two kiddos there, 
a 2 year old and a 4 year 
old. They are so happy 
and just seem so fulfilled,” 
O’Neil said. “They come 
home happy and proud of 
themselves.”

O’Neil said she also 
sees that her older child, a 
second-grader, has seemed 
more lonesome and dis-
couraged being away from 
their teachers and friends 
at school. 

“I see both sides of it,” 
she said of her children’s 
remote and in-person 
learning opportunities. . 
“That’s why I’m pushing so 
hard to keep (the preschool 
co-op) going.”

To learn more about the 
Camas-based preschool 
co-op, visit cwcoop.org/
co-op-preschool. To view 
the school’s GoFundMe 
campaign, visit gofundme.
com/f /save-the-camas-
washougal-coop-preschool.  

Preschool:
From page A1

City of Camas 
updating HOA list

The city of Camas is up-
dating its list of officers for 
homeowner associations.  

When homeowner as-
sociations are initially 
formed, the city is often 
provided a list of officers, 
but when officers change 
or move on, the city is not 
always notified of those 
changes. This information 
is important so that home-
owner associations can be 
notified of construction 
projects or other important 
notices that affect their ar-
eas.  

The city is asking officers 
of Camas homeowner asso-
ciations to send a current 
list of officers to Ronda Sy-
verson, city of Camas, 616 
N.E. Fourth Ave., Camas, 
WA 98607, or via email to 
rsyverson@cityofcamas.us 

or by calling 360-817-7256 
or faxing 360-834-1535. 

Camas-Washougal 
Rotary Club helps 
victims of Santiam 

Canyon wildfire
Camas-Washougal Ro-

tary Club members re-
cently traveled to Oregon 
to deliver $9,430 worth of 
household goods to benefit 
approximately 800 fami-
lies in the vicinity of Sub-
limity, Oregon, who were 
devastated by the 2020 
Santiam Canyon wildfire.

In coordination with the 
Santiam Canyon Wildfire 
Relief organizations, a 
team of Rotary members 
rallied behind the project 
raising funds, soliciting 
donations and assembling 
supplies for the families. 

On Nov. 14, a group of 11 

Rotarians delivered essen-
tial items including space 
heaters, brooms, rain suits, 
tarps, batteries, flash-
lights, lanterns, household 
cleaning goods, linens, air 
mattresses, prepaid gas 

cards and mini refrigera-
tors. In addition, they col-
lected and delivered over 
20 bags of donated clothing 
and children’s toys.  

“Our local Rotarians 
in Camas and Washougal 

were deeply moved by the 
plight of our neighbors to 
the south. In Southwest 
Washington we have also 
been impacted by wild-
fires, so answering the call 
for help from our neighbors 
in Sublimity was not a dif-
ficult decision. When the 
opportunity arose, we ral-
lied together club members 
and local businesses to 
help,” said club president 
Richard Renton.

Support for the proj-
ect was made possible by 
grants from the Camas-
Washougal Rotary Club, a 
Rotary District 5100 and 
the Camas-Washougal Ro-
tary Foundation in addi-
tion to private donations 
and in-kind donations from 
Lutz Hardware in Camas. 

“Helping our neighbors 
in Oregon was a project 
completely aligned with 
the charitable objectives 

of our organization,” said 
Camas-Washougal Ro-
tary Foundation President 
Kathy Bussman. “What 
really hit home was when 
we arrived with our loads 
of supplies, one of the relief 
volunteers pulled me aside 
and said, ‘That you came 
so far to help means so 
much. Just you being here 
tells us we are not forgot-
ten.’”

Camas-Washougal Ro-
tary Club is a registered 
member Club of Rotary 
International, an interna-
tional service organization 
whose purpose is to bring 
together business and pro-
fessional leaders to provide 
humanitarian service and 
to advance goodwill and 
peace around the world. It 
is an apolitical, non-reli-
gious organization that is 
open to all.

Contributed photo Courtesy of Camas-Washougal parent Co-op presChool

A sign outside the Camas-Washougal Parent Co-op Preschool in 
Camas gives contact information for the 80-year-old cooperative 
preschool. 
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Contributed photo Courtesy of the Camas-Washougal rotary Club

Members of the Camas-Washougal Rotary Club gather on 
Nov. 14, 2020, in Sublimity, Ore., to help victims of the Santiam 
Canyon wildfire.


