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By Ken Stern

No fooling, the national cen-
sus, the Constitutionally man-
dated every 10 years count of 
every person n the United States, 
kicked off April 1st. Because we 
all count, it is critical that we all 
get counted. Federal funds for our 

communities and our state, and 
districting boundaries for state 
and national legislative seats are 
shaped by census results. If folks 
are missed, don’t get counted, ev-
eryone loses.

Door-to-door canvassing is 
limited by the COVID-19 virus 
pandemic. Your patriotic duty is 

to complete the census, for your 
good and the support of your 
neighbors and your community.

Spread the word and get every-
one you know counted, so they 
count.

Complete the census with a 
phone call, toll free, 844-330-
2020, or via 2020census.gov. 

Census count on now

By Bill Reynolds

The COVID-19 pandemic that 
led to a statewide Stay Home or-
der has been brutal on local busi-
ness owners and employees alike.

It has also been tough on those 
who gladly work for free.

La Conner area volunteers who 
log hours for service clubs, char-
itable organizations and a host of 
community-based programs and 
projects have had to adapt in real 
time with daily life being shut 
down to stem spread of the coro-
navirus.

“COVID-19 has done a fine job 
of slowing down almost all vol-
unteering,” lamented Town Parks 
Commissioner Ollie Iversen, also 
a La Conner Rotarian who in nor-
mal times is a regular behind the 
counter at the Chamber of Com-
merce Visitors Center.

But these aren’t normal times.
The Friends of the Library 

closed its thrift store in mid-
March and won’t re-open until 
it becomes safe for volunteers to 
return to work.

“How ironic,” mused Friends 
of the Library President Joan 
Scarboro, “that we had spent the 
first two months of the year assur-
ing the public that we were still 

open and seeking donations and 
now to be putting up signs saying 
‘closed, no donations, please.’”

That’s not all.
Friends of the Library has 

nixed its monthly meetings until 
more than 10 people can gather in 
one place, Scarboro said.

“When that happens,” she 
vowed, “we look forward to wel-
coming Jared Fair, the new Li-
brary Director, with a party.”

That could be awhile, howev-
er, longtime La Conner volunteer 
Peter Goldfarb acknowledged.

“The ‘Stay at Home’ quarantine 
is the only way to slow down this 
persistent virus. We are all vul-
nerable,” said Goldfarb, whose 
ties to the La Conner Chamber 
extend back a generation.

“As Cindy Verge at the Tulip 
Festival said,” Goldfarb add-
ed, “most of the volunteers she 
depends on are in their 70s and 
80s, the very vulnerable ages, so 
(they) should not be exposed to 
the virus or flu.”

La Conner Sunrise Food Bank, 
which is officially and emotion-
ally an essential business, has 
implemented enhanced public 
health safety measures during the 
virus outbreak – a period that has 
seen increased demand for its ser-

vices.
The La Conner pantry, manned 

by volunteers, has launched a 
curbside pickup system to assure 
social distancing during food dis-
tribution.

Such practices are vital, said 
food bank director and La Conner 
Weekly News General Manager 
Michelle Havist.

“The reality is, at this time, 
we don’t know who’s a carrier 
of this virus,” Havist told food 
bank volunteers. “And if one of 
us contracts COVID-19, we will 
all probably have to isolate for 14 
days, which means the food bank 
closes, too.”

Some volunteers, with Havist’s 
blessing, have opted to remain 
home during the virus crisis.

“Kitchen volunteers and every-
one else who is staying home, we 
miss you terribly,” Havist said, 
“but we are all happy that you 
continue to stay home and stay 
well.”

The La Conner chapter of So-
roptimist International has had 
to temporarily close its Vintage 
Store at Third and Morris and 
cancel the group’s annual awards 
banquet.

Volunteers put out of work by virus crisis

By Ken Stern
March was unusually cold, 

though not as cold as 2019, the 
century’s coldest March. The av-
erage low of 35.5 degrees was 
two degrees above last year’s. But 
2020’s average high of 50.5 was 
four degrees lower than 2019’s, 
dropping the average daily tem-
perature to 42.4 degrees, 2.5 de-
grees below the century’s average 
daily average. The average low 
of 36 degrees was pulled down 
by 13 mornings of frost, includ-
ing the week of 14-20, with 26 
degrees March 17 the coldest day.

The average high was 51 de-
grees. It never reached 60 de-
grees; 59 degrees on the 20th was 
the month’s high.

Skagit farm fields were able 

to dry out in March. Rainfall to-
taled 2.84”. Most of the rain came 
at the beginning and end of the 
month: The 1.2” of rain March 
3-5 and the inch on the 29-31 was 
over three-quarters of the month’s 
precipitation, with 0.80” the 30th 
28% of the month’s total. 

There were 16 days of no rain 
and less than one-tenth inch fell 
eight times In the 25 days be-
tween the 5th and 29th, less than 
an inch of rain fell and it didn’t 
rain the 11 days between the 12th 
and 22nd. 

March’s rain was almost 10% 
below the century’s average, 
though it was more than twice 
2019’s record low rainfall. These 
last three years have been unusu-
ally cold and dry for this century.

March cold and dry overall
Rain Report:

MARCH
Rain last week, March 29-April 
  4: 1.17
Rainfall in March: 2.84
Number of rain days: 16
Least rain, one day: 0.01,
  March 27
Most rain, one day: 0.79,
  March 30
Least rain: 1.35, 2019
Most rain: 5.01, 2017
Average rainfall, 2000-2021:
  3.14
Rainfall last month, Feb.: 4.82

All totals in inches. Data from 
WSU Mount Vernon.

By Ken Stern
Business owners, get online now and apply for federal funds 

now. All area businesses, self-employed persons and nonprofits are 
eligible.

The Weekly News has already applied for the Economic Injury 
Disaster Advance Loan. Run by the Small Business Administration, 
it provides up to $10,000 and becomes a grant: It does not have to 
be repaid when program requirments are met. 

The SBA webpage reads: 
“In response to the Coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic, small 

business owners in all U.S. states, Washington D.C., and territories 
are eligible to apply for an Economic Injury Disaster Loan advance 
of up to $10,000.

“This advance will provide economic relief to businesses that are 
currently experiencing a temporary loss of revenue. Funds will be 
made available within three days of a successful application. This 
loan advance will not have to be repaid.”

It took 15 minutes to apply. Needed are the legal business name, 
your EIN, Employer Identification Number, and your gross income 
and Cost of Goods Sold, COGS, for Jan. 31, 2019-Jan. 31, 2020. 
All website urls are below.

The Paycheck Protection Program is a second loan program 
from the CARES Act passed by Congress and signed by President 
Trump. It is a nearly $350-billion program intended to provide 
American small businesses with eight weeks of cash-flow assis-
tance through 100 percent federally guaranteed loans.

This loan has a maturity of two years and an interest rate of 1%.
SBA will forgive loans if all employees are kept on the payroll 

for eight weeks and the money is used for payroll, rent, mortgage 
interest or utilities. The loan covers expenses from Feb. 15-June 30, 
2020. There is no cost to apply.

Forgiveness is based on the employer maintaining or quickly 
rehiring employees and maintaining salary levels. 

Apply through banks authorized to handle SBA loans. The web-
site listed hundreds of nearby branches.

Download a four page form: There are two pages to fill out and 
two pages of instructions and conditions. Use Adobe Reader to type 
answers and for initials and signatures. It took 25 minutes to fill 
out. Needed are the business’ legal name, EIN and average monthly 
payroll numbers.

Businesses: Apply NOW 
for Disaster Loans

By Anne Basye

“Expected Returns on Most Northwest Ag Commodities Level-
ing Up” was the optimistic headline of Northwest Farm Credit’s 
quarterly Market Snapshot in January.

The April 2 Snapshot says that in sector after sector, forecasts 
now range from “variable profitability” to “unprofitable returns”.

“It’s all so new and changing so fast, it’s hard to get a clear 
picture,” said Don McMoran, director of the Washington State Uni-
versity Skagit County Extension. “It’s super clear that people are 
not buying flowers, bulbs or coming to the Tulip Festival, which is 
having a huge impact.

“If you are a food producer and you are not dealing with the 
export market, those kinds of crops will be trending upward. If you 
produce commodities that are not shelf stable, like the dairy indus-
try, you are taking a big hit.”

Milk prices had been forecasted to increase 50 cents per hundred 
pounds in 2020 after hovering just above break-even through 2019.

“We thought we’d have a decent year, and then prices were cut 
across the board.” said Jason Vander Kooy of Harmony Dairy on 
Beaver Marsh Road.

Shuttered restaurants and schools have depressed demand for 
milk just as grass starts growing and production goes up. Product is 
sitting in warehouses. Plants set up to produce 40-pound blocks of 
cheese and 55-pound barrels of sour cream for institutional clients 
like Pizza Hut and Domino’s can’t retool for the consumer market, 
where milk is still in great demand.

About 40 percent of the powdered milk produced by Darigold’s 
Lynden plant is exported. With ports closed, sales have slowed. 
“There are no shipping containers in Seattle because no vessels are 

Dairies and growers alike

Farmers facing COVID-19 impacts

EVERYBODY COUNTS --The sign above, located in Swinomish Village near Rainbow Bridge, is a remind-
er of how important it is to stand up and be counted for the 2020 Census. Conducted every 10 years, the 
Census helps establish levels of federal funding for communities, schools, hospitals, roads and other key 
services and programs. It also serves as the basis for determining political representation. 
                                                                                                                                          – Photo by Ken Stern

AND THEN THERE WERE FIVE – Last week The Slider Café and 
Santo Coyote closed. Open are COA, Nell Thorn, Oyster & Thistle 
and Seeds. Once again the La Conner Tavern is open Fridays. The 
list of closed eateries is, sadly, much longer.            – Photo by Ken Stern
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“The ‘Stay at Home’ quarantine 
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By Bill Reynolds

Expect to see more masked men – and women – in La Conner 
when they step inside stores, to eat or reserve their lodging.

The Town Council last week unanimously adopted a resolution re-
quiring persons entering stores or unable to maintain six-foot social 
distancing outside to wear masks while here.

La Conner is no Lone Ranger when it comes to mandating use of 
masks to stem spread of the coronavirus.

The Town is drawing upon mask requirement language previ-
ously enacted in Langley on south Whidbey Island, a similar sized 
community to La Conner and which is also a popular draw among 
tourists.

Still, the Town has no plans to deploy fashion police to nab those 
not wearing masks where required.

“This is less about enforcement,” Mayor Ramon Hayes told 
Council members during their June 9 tele-conferenced meeting. “It’s 
more about what we can do to encourage people to comply.”

The public’s health provided the impetus to pass the resolution, 
Town officials said.

“I’m concerned about the safety of our shop owners and their 
staff,” said Council member Mary Wohleb. “I’m for anything we can 
do to support them.”

Wohleb said that by passing a formal resolution, the Town 
removes the burden of compliance from merchants and business 
owners.

“We can make a resolution to require masks that protects busi-
nesses and allows them to point to the Town and say we’re the 
heavies,” she explained.

The Council action followed a busy weekend in town.
First Street was filled with people enjoying sunny weather follow-

ing Skagit County’s much anticipated entry June 5 into Phase 2 of 
the state’s COVID-19 Safe Start plan. La Conner Planning Commis-
sion member Marna Hanneman noted that social distancing was near 
impossible to maintain downtown.

Upon her suggestion, the Council is now studying whether to 
close First Street to traffic over the July 4th weekend, which despite 
cancellation of the annual fireworks show is still expected to attract 
throngs of visitors.

All are agreed such a move would require a delicate balancing act.
“I know right now,” Hanneman stressed, “that we want our busi-

ness people to be successful.”
But a temporary street closure, she noted, could prove beneficial 

on both the public health and business sides, creating a weekend 
walking plaza for shoppers.

“Leavenworth has done it,” Hanneman said, “and I know it’s been 
successful.”

Council member John Leaver is conducting a survey on social 
media to determine the level of local support for a temporary street 
closure.

Town Public Works Director Brian Lease recalled when First 
Street was closed for the Smelt Derby and limited to one-way traffic 
during the Tulip Festival. A weekend closure is doable though “a lot 
of signage is required,” he said.

In related notes:
• Director Heather Carter said the La Conner Chamber of Com-

merce move to the Fireside Room at Maple Hall, in response to 
COVID-related economic factors, has gone well. “It’s a little cozy,” 
she noted, alluding to the smaller office space, “but we’re starting to 
get steady calls daily on the status of La Conner.” See story page 5.

• Hayes predicted financial reports addressing the impact of 
declining Town revenues linked to COVID-19 will turn bleak in the 
weeks ahead. “Prepare for the next couple months,” he said. “That’s 
when you’ll probably see the real downturn.”

Town Council measure makes
masks mandatory in stores

By Bill Reynolds

The 126th annual La Conner 
High graduation ceremonies 
were truly the first of their kind.

With the COVID-19 pandem-
ic having nixed traditional in-
door commencement exercises 
marked by large crowds, cel-
ebratory music, tossed mortar 
boards and release of balloons 
and confetti, the school’s Class 
of 2020 still wasn’t denied fan-
fare.

La Conner High seniors were 
honored Thursday evening with 
a drive-thru graduation event 
outside Landy James Gym fol-
lowed by a car parade through 
town led by firefighting and 
emergency services vehicles 
with horns blaring and sirens 
blazing.

Prior to the festivities, the 
public was able to access on 
phones and electronic devices 
student graduation speeches and 
the announcement of awards 
and scholarships pre-record-
ed and arranged by La Conner 
Schools Technology Director 
Ryan Hiller.

Hiller’s behind the scenes 
work didn’t go unnoticed.

“Ryan has been amazing in 
making this tech magic happen,” 
said La Conner Schools Super-
intendent Dr. Whitney Meissner, 
who joined school counselor 
Lori Buher and school board 
president Susie Gardner Deyo 
in presenting seniors their diplo-
mas on the northwest landing of 

the gymnasium.
“Ryan did an incredible 

amount of work,” Buher said 
Thursday morning, “to record 
and produce a celebration honor-
ing those students who received 
awards as well as today’s event.”

The awards and scholarships 
segment, always among the 
highlights of commencement, 
was presented virtually the 
Tuesday prior to graduation.

La Conner High Principal 
Todd Torgeson praised Hiller 
for seamlessly weaving together 
different components within the 
virtual segments of this year’s 
ceremony.

“He really got into the plan-
ning of all of it,” Torgeson said. 
“One of the things he did was 
use multiple cameras with dif-
ferent angles. It was all pretty 
amazing because this is some-
thing we hadn’t done before.”

Because the La Conner cam-
pus, like others across the state, 
has been closed since March due 
to the virus crisis, spectators oth-
er than immediate family mem-
bers and guests were not able to 
view the diploma presentations.

And those present had to do 
so from within their vehicles or 
standing or sitting in the parking 
lot or street.

Again, Hiller had an answer. 
He was able to livestream the 
ceremony on a YouTube chan-
nel.

In addition, Weekly News 
contributor Sarah Walls volun-
teered to take photographs of all 

the graduates with diplomas in 
hand.

The car parade that followed 
was greeted by well-wishers 
who gathered not just downtown 
but along the entire route.

“Sixth Street was fun, too,” 
La Conner resident Rick Dole 
said afterward. “A couple dozen 
folks turned out to cheer them 
on.”

People began milling about 
at the intersection of First and 
Morris a half hour before the 
vintage 1941 white La Conner 
fire truck arrived at the head of 
the parade.

Many of the graduates cap-
tured the festive scene by shoot-
ing their own videos while rid-
ing in the serpentine.

The tone had been set the 
day before when Swinomish 
honored tribal high school and 
college graduates with a car 
parade starting at John K. Bob 
Ball Park. Tribal members and 
employees lined streets in Swin-
omish Village to support the 
graduates.

“It was an absolutely joyful 
experience,” said Meissner, who 
was among the participants.

Others agreed.
“It was amazing,” said Ka-

tie Bassford of the Swinomish 
Youth Center. “I love how ev-
eryone was involved. It should 
definitely be a yearly event.”

Hopefully as part of future 
graduation weeks anchored by 
indoor commencements.

La Conner High seniors show drive
during revised graduation week

STEPPING INTO HER FUTURE – Yareli Lopez graduated in real time with her 32 fellow La Conner high 
school seniors Thursday. The one-at-a-time ceremony was also one of a kind: the graduates stepped out 
of their cars, walked up the steps of the Landy James Gym and received their diplomas. Honks abounded, 
as graduates-to-be and family members watched and waited from their cars in the school parking lot.  
                                                                                                                                         – Photo by Ken Stern

By Ken Stern

Now that Skagit County is near the end of its second week in 
Phase 2 of Gov. Jay Inslee’s Safe Start Plan for reopening Washing-
ton’s counties and economies during the COVID-19 pandemic, what 
is the path to advance to Phase 3?

Most of the county’s retail, service and manufacturing sectors are 
open at limited capacity under state guidances.

The Skagit County commissioners can apply to the secretary of 
Health to move to Phase 3 on June 24. The three week period allows 
a complete disease incubation period and an additional week to com-
pile complete data and confirm trends.

The application will assess the progress of the County in five 
metrics the state is tracking for tackling the pandemic: COVID-19 
activity, testing, healthcare system readiness, case investigations and 
contact tracing, and the protection of populations at higher risk. 

Skagit County met all five metrics for the two week period ending 
June 13 as shown on the Washington Department of Health’s risk 
assessment dashboard.

The 19 cases are fewer than 25 per 100,000 population. The 149 
people tested for each new case reported is greater than the goal of 
50. The 0.7% of individuals testing positive for COVID-19 during 
the past week beat the 2% goal. For hospital bed capacity, the 
availability of licensed hospital beds for all patients and those with 
COVID-19 exceeds the state metrics.

Skagit County’s more current data on its Public Health Depart-
ment website lists 23 cases from May 31-June 13. Eight cases were 
diagnosed from June 7-13.

The metric goals are targets, not hardline measures, according to 
the Washington State Department of Health website, and are to be 
considered in whole for reducing risk of disease transmission. 

Getting to Phase 3 in Skagit County

GROUND CONTROL – The Swinomish canoe “Little Salmon” was no mere fish out of water last Wednes-
day. Mounted on a trailer and pulled by a pickup, the sleek canoe joined a long vehicle parade launched 
from John K. Bob Ballpark that honored this year’s Swinomish high school and college graduates. Drive-thru events 
replaced traditional commencement celebrations in the La Conner area in the wake of the COVID-19 pan-
demic.                                                                                                                         – Photo by Bill Reynolds


