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Adam Michael Kelly was sentenced 
to 68 months in prison for the death 
of local musician Jarrod Bramson 
in Jefferson County Superior Court 
Thursday.

Kelly was arraigned in 2019 on a con-
trolled substance homicide felony charge 
after prosectors alleged he provided 
drugs to Bramson and then left him 
in a car in the parking lot of Jefferson 
Healthcare after Bramson had suffered 
an overdose.

Bramson, 43, was discovered by 
Jefferson Health Care Center medical 
personnel at the hospital in his vehicle 
March 27, 2019.

After his arrest, Kelly was charged 
in April 2019 with six counts of sale, 
delivery or possession with intent to 
sell or deliver a “Legend drug” (a drug 
approved by the U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration) in a school zone.

Kelly’s trial had been scheduled to 
start July 20.

But earlier this month, he entered an 
“Alford plea,” in which he denied com-
mitting the crime but acknowledged a 
jury would fi nd him guilty.

The case has drawn intense public 
interest.

Nearly 20 spectators lined up early 
Thursday afternoon to get a seat in the 
courtroom, where space was limited due 
to social distancing requirements stem-
ming from the COVID-19 pandemic.

That number grew to more than 40 
before the scheduled 2:30 p.m. start of 
the sentencing hearing.

Seating — individual chairs spaced 
6 feet apart in fi ve rows — was avail-

able for 39 members of the public. The 
seating area fi lled up 10 minutes after 
the courtroom was opened to the public, 
and after all the seats were fi lled more 
than a dozen other people lined the back 
wall of the courtroom.

HEART WRECHING MEMORIES
Seven members of Bramson’s family 

came to the sentencing, with some 
taking the chance to confront Kelly 
while telling Superior Court Judge 
Keith C. Harper about how Bramson’s 
death had shattered their lives.

“I never dreamed my entire life 
I would be considered a victim but 
you have made me one,” said Cindy 
Mangutz, Bramson’s mother.

“You held his very life in your hands, 
that most horrible night of all of our 
lives. You could have saved him, easy. 
No questions asked.

“But you chose self over his life. 

And you not only robbed one family 
of this dearest, awesome human, but 
you actually cheated the world not of 
just him but of his incredible music yet 
to come,” she said.

“You killed my baby,” Mangutz said.
Kelly never looked over at her.
Friends and family said Bramson 

had never taken heroin before, and they 
said Kelly had intentionally injected 
Bramson with a dose that was twice 
the amount that would have been fatal 
to a regular heroin user. Kelly had 
been angry, they said, at Bramson’s 
wife because she had told Kelly’s wife 
to leave Kelly because of his abusive 
behavior and drug use.

A LIFE LOST TOO SOON
His family and friends recalled 

Bramson as an inspiring and loving 
man, a talented musician, and “the cool-
est guy ever.”

If Kelly had been a real friend to 
Bramson, they said, he would have 
called 911 instead of leaving Bramson 
dead in his own car, left in a remote spot 
outside the hospital’s ER that couldn’t 
be seen by staff.

Both of Bramson’s 21-year-old twin 
daughters, Ana Sage and Aurora Daija 
Bramson, spoke before Kelly was sen-
tenced, as did his wife Emily Madden, 
the other half of their musical duo, a 
group called Solvents.

After Sage began to speak, Kelly con-
tinued to look away from the microphone 
where his survivors were speaking.

“Look at me!” Sage demanded.
Kelly did.
“Look at what you’ve done; he was 

my best friend. Everything,” she added.
“You’re the lowest scum of this 

earth,” Sage said. 
“This is not for me. This is for justice; 

what we can scrape up of it...You need 
to never see daylight, stars or humans 
again. You deserve the maximum 
punishment.”

“My dad’s legacy is his love. His 

music, that brings so many people 
together,” Sage said.

“Adam, your legacy is murder. It’s 
tweaker. It’s steroid junkie and heroin 
trash. You are a sick, evil person. You 
deserve to die in prison.”

Shannon Summers DiNova, a friend, 
said Bramson built an amazing commu-
nity of people around him who loved him 
dearly.

“To be loved by Jarrod Bramson has 
been  one of the greatest honors of my 
life,” Summers said.

She said she would never forget 
seeing Bramson’s car covered in police 
tape, with offi cers standing nearby, 
taking photographs. She later sat with 
friends, going over police reports and the 
autopsy, trying to fi nd answers.

“You freaked out and panicked. You 
tried to do CPR but you didn’t call 911.”

“Why? Why didn’t you call 911?” 
Summers asked. “I get it; you were 
scared and you had a drug lab... You 
said he was your friend. I’ll never under-
stand it as long as I live. You took him 
away. 

“You aren’t his friend. You had a 
friendship in the past, until he found out 
what you were all about. You did abso-
lutely nothing to save him,” she said.

The sentiment was echoed by Deputy 
Prosecuting Attorney Chris Ashcraft, 
who asked for a sentence at the top end 
of the 51- to 68-month range.

Ashcraft said Kelly had a long-
running drug lab where he appeared 
to be making an “exorbitant amount of 
money,” and gave Bramson the drugs 
that caused his death.

“He didn’t call 911. He didn’t take the 
actions that possibly could have saved 
Bramson’s life,” Ashcraft said.

“It wasn’t an accident,” he added.

WAIVER SOUGHT BY DEFENSE
Kelly’s lawyer, public defender 

Richard Llewellyn Davies, asked that 
Kelly be granted a waiver as a fi rst-time 
offender, and noted that Kelly was going 
to enter a plea on pending weapons and 
drug charges in federal court, where he 
will face a sentence of 66 months.

Davies said Kelly was seeking 
treatment for his drug addiction, and 
would be able to get it if he was given a 
fi rst-time offender waiver and then pros-
ecuted on federal charges that Kelly is 
facing.

“Once he’s in federal court, there’s no 
looking back,” Davies said.

Ashcraft disagreed. And he noted 
that while three charges of possession of 

see GUILTY, Page A20
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For the new owners of Aldrich’s Market, the journey 
from regular shoppers to owners of the 125-year-old 
market was a fast one.

While visiting their mother in Port Townsend this 
past April, siblings Yos and Christa Ligtenberg of Port 
Townsend and Rachel Ligtenberg of Seattle were dis-
cussing ideas for a new project they could collaborate 
on. Ever since their father passed away in 2018, the trio 
had grown closer than ever, and wanted to fi nd a way to 
work together. Rachel, who had retired from REI, was 
recruiting Yos, who had recently been furloughed from 
his job in the wine distribution industry, to the leader-
ship and business consultancy fi rm she was launching. 

Then, the subject of the just-shuttered Aldrich’s 
market came up.

“Why not Aldrich’s?” Rachel remembers one of them 
asking. Perhaps, they thought, this could be their new 
venture.

With the help of a lawyer, they contacted the owner 
of the building, and within a month, the space and the 
historic business was theirs. 

“It happened very, very quickly — just from the gen-
esis of the idea to the actual getting the keys to the place 
to the deconstruction mode we’re in now,” Yos said.

The Ligtenbergs knew that they had a task before 
them. They were, after all, restarting a business from 
the ground up during a global pandemic; a pandemic 
that the previous owners cited as the “tipping point” for 
the undoing of their business. The previous owner also 
cited heavy competition from Port Townsend’s larger 
grocery stores for Aldrich’s demise, and that situation 
hadn’t changed.

However, the Ligtenbergs believe that they have 
what it takes to make the oldest continuously-run 

see ALDRICH’S, Page A9

Siblings seek to 
bring back glory 
days for Aldrich’s
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It’s a Monday, one of the hottest of the year, and 
Port Townsend is packed. Downtown Water Street usu-
ally boasts an array of bustling visitors to the town, 
ready to explore the shops that line the waterfront. This 
year, they’re all required to wear masks.

I took an observational walk around on Friday and 
Monday afternoons, watching interactions between 
customers and staff, and talking with the shopkeep-
ers on shift about their experience enforcing the mask 
mandate, which requires 
Washingtonians to wear 
a face-covering in public 
spaces and indoors.

Out of the 25 busi-
nesses that I went into, 
15 had clear plastic shields 
creating a barrier between 
employees and custom-
ers, 19 had hand sanitizer 
available upon entry, and 
24 were being manned by 
an employee wearing a 
mask.

Lesley Shelton was working at Summer House 
Design when I came in, and in the middle of a quandary. 
She had been winding up a small trinket on the desk 
when a young boy, wearing his small mask, reached up 
to play with it. In normal times, Shelton would have 
encouraged handling products placed at the counter. 
Now, not so much. 

She asked the adult who had accompanied the boy 
into the store what could be done, and the two resolved 
that if everyone sanitized their hands before and after, 
he could touch the toy.

“What do you do in that situation?” Shelton said 
afterward. “I know that people just want to get outside 
and feel good.”

Aside from wanting to help children, there are also 
obligations that businesses have to themselves to always 
be pushing products, making sales, driving up revenue 
that has been so low for so long. 

IT’S COMPLETE COVERAGE

Informal survey of 
face masks in 

downtown PT inspires 
wide range of emotions

see MASKS, Page A20
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Adam Michael Kelly, right, watches as his attorney goes over court documents with him after his sentencing in Jefferson County 
Superior Court Thursday for the death of Jarrod Bramson. Leader photo by Brian Kelly

Local musician’s killer 
gets 68 months in prison

A security guard stands in the doorway of 
the Jefferson County Courthouse as a crowd 
waiting to attend the sentencing hearing for 
Adam Michael Kelly grows in size. Leader photo 
by Brian Kelly
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It’s diffi cult for businesses in 
downtown Port Townsend which 
rely heavily on seasonal tourism to 
turn away customers.

Luckily, tourists and locals alike 
have been generally compliant. Last 
weekend was the busiest in a long 
time for the Northwest Man, but 
David Valley said that he only had 
to tell two people to mask up out 
of the hundreds that crossed the 

threshold. 
Now that masks are required 

statewide, enforcing that policy 
within businesses has become 
easier. Workers at Sirens Pub and 
William James Bookseller both said 
that customers are wearing masks 
much more, and are more receptive 
to requests to do so, now that it is 
a law. 

Working in retail now requires 
one to be “constantly vigilant,” said 
Paul Stafford of William James 

Bookseller.
Not everyone agrees with the 

mask mandate. 
Among businesses, Derr Jewelry 

was the only one of the 25 I went 
into that did not have all employees 
wearing masks, nor were there clear 
plastic face shields in place between 
customers and staff. Shop owner 
Jeffrey Derr declined to elaborate 
on his business’s policies regarding 
the mask mandate.

Among customers, the lack of 

adherence to the mandate comes in 
various forms. Marvin Copeland-
Griggs, who works at the Green 
Eyeshade, has received resistance 
to requests for customers to wear 
their masks, or wear them properly. 
Twice, he said, he asked people to 
pull their masks up over their nose, 
and the individual “stomped out.” 

Copeland-Griggs also said that a 
customer had cited a constitutional 
violation in response to the request 
to wear a mask.

Several of the shopkeepers 
noted a difference between locals 
and tourists in rates of mask-
wearing. Employees and owners at 
Joglo, the PT Shirt Company, the 
Conservatory, and the Lively Olive 
Tasting Bar all explained that the 
two groups treat the mandate dif-
ferently; in general, locals wear 
their masks on the streets without 
being asked, while visitors to town 
are more likely to only don masks 
upon entering a business. 
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heroin and methamphetamine were 
being dropped, Kelly will still face 
charges on operating an illegal drub 
lab and was expected to be taken 
into federal custody.

“There is nothing here that 
shows he’s a person that deserves 
that fi rst-time chance,” Ashcraft 
said.

“I don’t think he has any 
intention of really rehabilitating 
himself,” he added.

Judge Harper said he would not 
consider what may happen in fed-
eral court, however.

Harper said he saw two themes 
in the case.

“One is the extraordinary 
and remarkable impact that Mr. 
Bramson had on so many people, 
family members and the commu-
nity,” Harper said.

“I never met him,” the judge 
added. “I frankly had not heard 
of him until this happened. Not 
very many people when they pass 
away are spoken of as highly as 
Mr. Bramson has been described. 
For me, that’s quite impressive. It’s 
quite extraordinary the support 
... at different levels of this com-
munity, from all kinds of different 
people, and how all of those people 
and family members, and so forth, 
feel the loss that they do.”

Harper also noted how Bramson 

was treated by Kelly as he neared 
death that March night in 2019.

“But the second theme to me 
is the way that Mr. Bramson was 
treated after he apparently was 
overcome by heroin or whatever it 
was that he ended up taking,” he 
added.

Kelly had opportunities to call 
911, the judge said, or to contact 
staff when Bramson was brought 
to the hospital.

“It seems to me like there were 
a number of opportunities where 
Mr. Kelly could have made different 
decisions,” Harper said.

Harper then repeatedly shook 
his head.

“That’s quite extraordinary. Also 
very remarkable and very tragic,” 
Harper said.

Kelly stared briefl y at the judge 
while Harper spoke, then stared 
for several long moments out the 
window of the other side of the 
courtroom, before turning his head 
back to the judge’s bench.

As Kelly was led from the court-
room in red handcuffs, and shackles 
on his ankles, Bramson’s friends 
and family gathered in small groups 
and shared tearful hugs.

Kelly faced a multitude of felony 
charges after his arrest last year: 
controlled substance homicide; 
sale, delivery, or possession with 
intent to sell or deliver a “Legend 
drug”; manufacture of a counterfeit 
controlled substance in a school 

zone; possession of a punch die in 
a school zone; possession of heroin 
in a school zone; unlawful use of 
a building for drug purposes in a 
school zone; and fi ve counts of sale, 
delivery, or possession with intent 
to sell or deliver a Legend drug in a 
school zone.

A HORRIBLE DISCOVERY
Police were called to the emer-

gency room at Jefferson Health 
Care Hospital just after 8 p.m. 
March 27, 2019 after Bramson was 
found slumped in the passenger 
seat of a 2007 Ford Focus that had 
been parked in an emergency vehi-
cle space near the ambulance bay.

Attempts to revive Bramson 
with CPR were unsuccessful and he 
was pronounced dead at 8:33 p.m.

Bramson was discovered by hos-
pital staff after an emergency room 
nurse said she had gotten a phone 
call from a woman who asked if her 
friend had  been checked in, and 
that he was not feeling well and had 
gone to the ER.

When the woman was told he 
was not checked in, the caller said 
he might still be in the parking lot.

The nurse and other hospital 
staff went out to the parking lot and 
found Bramson in the car, without 
a pulse.

Police reviewed video footage 
taken outside the hospital, which 
showed a vehicle pulling into the 
parking lot at 8:02 p.m. and a man 

and woman walking quickly away 
from the parking lot a short time 
later. An officer recognized the 
woman, named in police records as 
Female 1, and police quickly iden-
tifi ed Kelly as someone who might 
have information about Bramson.

When Kelly was questioned 
at his home, he admitted that he 
had seen Bramson that night and 
claimed he was on drugs. He said he 
later found Bramson unresponsive 
after he had gone upstairs to talk 
with Female 1 but returned down-
stairs. Kelly also admitted that he 
and Female 1 carried Bramson to 
the car and then left Bramson at the 
hospital.

Police got a search warrant for 
Kelly’s 12th Street home and found 
a clandestine steroid drug lab with 
four processing stations. Offi cers 
seized hundreds of pills and glass 
vials fi lled with an unknown liquid 
substance, as well as printing labels 
with different makeups of what 
appeared to be steroid-based names. 
A ledger was found that listed more 
than 50 different types of drugs, 
including brands such as Cialis 
and Viagra. Offi cers also found hun-
dreds of used hypodermic needles 
in the residence, as well as a “drug 
kit” on the kitchen counter that had 
two needles fully loaded with what 
appeared to be heroin. 

A binder containing hundreds 
of different drop-off locations, 
detailed customer lists and product 

orders was also discovered. Offi cers 
believed Kelly’s drug lab was oper-
ating internationally, and federal 
Drug Enforcement Administration 
agents discovered Kelly had been 
paid or transferred more than 
$26,000 in the two days before the 
investigation into Bramson’s death 
had started, according to court 
documents.

A REFUSAL TO HELP
In an interview with police, 

Female 1 told Kelly to call 911 after 
she came downstairs and found 
Bramson without a pulse, but Kelly 
refused. 

When they got to the hospital, 
Female 1 asked Kelly to go inside or 
call the hospital, but Kelly refused. 
He then said he wanted to go back 
to his house to get a “burner phone” 
to call the hospital so the phone call 
could not be tracked by police.

After Female 1 used Kelly’s 
normal cell phone to call the hospi-
tal, Kelly told her that he had given 
Bramson “his fi rst shot.”

The woman also said that Kelly 
had told her he was selling the 
drugs in his home to “the cartel” 
and was “working with a busi-
ness partnership with the Aryan 
Brotherhood,” according to court 
documents.
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Masks: Tourists believed to be ones most reluctant to cover up

Guilty:  Accused killer still facing charges in federal court

Catching the morning sun
A fi shing trawler makes its way past Point Hudson Tuesday morning at sunrise. Skies will remain clear and sunny, and the temperatures will stay in the low 70s, through Saturday. Leader photo by Brian Kelly


