
An Enumclaw eighth-grader is 
making the holiday season a lot 
brighter for a young boy in need.

Aside from his learn-at-home 
schedule, Eli Murphy has kept 
busy modifying a rideable elec-
tric toy car for a 3-year-old with 
physical and speech disabili-
ties. He invested about 75 hours, 
spread over two-plus months, on 
the project.

The completed rig was boxed up 
and shipped to Denver last week 
so young Ollie Horton receives 

his special gift and can be riding 
around on Christmas.

The car project was inspired by 
the “Go Baby Go” national move-
ment to adapt toy cars for children 
with mobility issues. The project 
is funded by the California-based 
nonprofit Harbor Freight Tools for 
Schools as a pilot to demonstrate 
how skilled trades classes can be 

SOUND PUBLISHING, INC.  COURIERHERALD.COM $1.00 WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 16, 2020   

New directory of Native-owned businesses |  Page 3

P
R

S
R

T
 S

T
D

U
S

 P
o

s
ta

g
e

P
A

ID

S
o

u
n

d
 P

u
b

lis
h

in
g

9
8

2
0

4

C
o

u
ri

e
r-

H
e

ra
ld

 1
1
8

6
 M

y
rt

le
 A

v
e

. 
E

n
u

m
c

la
w

, 
W

A
 9

8
0

2
2

PHOTOS BY RAY MILLER-STILL

Close to two dozen homes and businesses in Buckley will be participating in the first-ever Merry and Bright holiday lights competition organized by the 
city. Judging was originally scheduled for Dec. 15, but has been moved to Saturday, Dec. 19. If you would like to drive around town for a self-tour of the 
light show, you can head to https://www.cityofbuckley.com/ to download or print a map, or pick up a physical map at the Buckley library. Pictured are a 
few houses that already have their lights up.

Buckley is Merry and Bright

Enumclaw is playing host to a 
new COVID-19 testing site that is 
free for local residents.

The testing site will be open Tues-
days, Thursdays, and Saturdays 
from 10:30 a.m. to 6:30 p.m., and is 
located at 1512 Wells St., right across 
from City Hall. Testing began with 
Mayor Jan Molinaro on Dec. 10.

“I’m so pleased that the city of 
Enumclaw is able to support and 
partner with Mutual of Enumclaw 
and Public Health – Seattle & King 
County for a testing site in our area,” 
Molinaro stated in a press release. “I 
encourage residents in Enumclaw 
and the surrounding communities 
to take advantage of this test site 
so as a community we continue to 
battle down COVID and move to 
everyone’s goal of lifting restrictions 
as soon as possible.”

According to Public Health 

— Seattle & King County, Enum-
claw’s COVID-19 rates and hospi-
talizations are higher than in 
King County as a whole, and “the 
number of people getting tested 
for COVID-19 is lower than in other 
parts of King County.”

King County’s COVID-19 dash-
board shows Enumclaw is expe-
riencing a positive case rate of 
2,532 cases per 100,000 residents, 
compared to the county’s over-
all rate of 2,289 cases per 100,000 
residents.

The county’s hospitalization rate 
is 158 hospitalizations per 100,000 
residents; Enumclaw’s is 311 hospi-
talizations per 100,000 residents.

Enumclaw’s testing rate is 25,541 
people tested per 100,000 residents; 
the county’s overall testing rate is 
31,433 per 100,000 residents.

“This new testing site will help us 
serve people in rural King County 
who would otherwise face a long 
journey to get tested,” said King 

County Executive Dow Constan-
tine. “As we all know, testing is 
just one of our safeguards against 
the threat of this virus - a threat 
we can dramatically reduce by 
taking actions such as mask wear-
ing and being careful about social 
distancing.”

People who want to get tested 
can walk or drive up to the testing 
site, but are encouraged to register 
for a time slot by heading to www.
solvhealth.com/book-online/
pYWRj0.

Test results are returned in 24 to 
48 hours.

Local residents can get COVID test in Enumclaw
By Ray Miller-Still

Editor

In seemingly unrelated inci-
dents, two local men were 
recently arrested in child 
pornography cases.

The first was Aaron Myers, 
46, who until his arrest was a 
Black Diamond Elementary 
school psychologist. He has 
since resigned from his position, 
the Enumclaw School District 
confirmed.

Little information is available 
about Myers. Even though he 
was arrested by State Patrol in 
Bonney Lake and booked into 
the Pierce County Jail on Dec. 
3, he has yet to be charged, and 
the investigation is ongoing as of 
Dec. 14.

Jessica McCartney, the school 
district’s public information offi-
cer, released the following state-
ment to media:

“Enumclaw School District 
continues to remain first and 
foremost focused on providing 
its students with a safe learning 
environment where they may 
experience the greatest degree of 

Enumclaw 
school 
psychologist, 
Black Diamond 
resident arrested 
for child porn

By Ray Miller-Still

Editor

Enumclaw eighth-grader 
makes season brighter for 
Colorado boy in need

By Kevin Hanson

Senior Writer

PHOTOS PROVIDED BY ENUMCLAW SCHOOL DISTRICT 

Enumclaw eighth-grader Eli Murphy spent an estimated 75 hours 
modifying an electric car for a Colorado boy with special needs. Above, 
Eli modifies the vehicle’s seatbelt; additional photos can be found on 
page 11.

See CRIME, Page 9

See CHEER, Page 11
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Enumclaw Mayor Jan Molinaro had his first-ever COVID test at the new 
Enumclaw testing site as its first patient.

12% of beds at 
St. Elizabeth 
taken by 
COVID 
patients, new 
data shows

A new tool allows Plateau 
residents to check out how well 
their local hospital is faring with 
the COVID-19 pandemic, and it’s 
looking like St. Elizabeth is under 
some duress.

National Public Radio (NPR) 
reported Dec. 9 that the federal 
government recently released 
hospital-level data that includes 
how many inpatient beds are 
being taken by coronavirus 
patients.

Using that data, NPR and 
the University of Minneso-
ta’s COVID-19 Hospitalization 
Tracking Project created this new 
tool, which shows that across 
King County, about 9 percent 
of hospital beds on average are 
occupied by COVID-19 patients.

Over in Pierce County, 14 
percent of beds on average are 

By Ray Miller-Still

Editor

See OCCUPANCY, Page 9



success. The District is coop-
erating with law enforcement 
at this time.”

Anyone who has specific 
concerns can contact 
McCartney at 360-802-7109 
or jessica_mccartney@
enumclaw.wednet.edu.

The second man arrested 
was Brad Allan Norgate, 52, 
who was taken into custody 
by Black Diamond police on 
Dec. 7.

According to Officer 
Tim Crooker, the BDPD 
became aware of a potential 
child porn suspect on Nov. 
23 when the department 
received two reports from 
the National Center for Miss-
ing and Exploited Children.

The reports, which were 
made by Google, indicated 
the internet protocol (IP) 
address of the suspect was 
located in Black Diamond.

On Dec. 7, Crooker — 
along with other BDPD offi-
cers, three detectives with 
the Coalition of Small Police 
Agencies in King County, two 
Seattle Police Department 
officers, and one Homeland 
Security agent — arrived at 
Norgate’s home at approx-
imately 8:30 a.m. for the 
arrest.

After being taken to the 
police department, Norgate 
told officers he would visit 
the website 4chan to view 
child pornography, but since 
posts on 4chan are tempo-
rary, he would save the 
photos to his Google Drive.

Norgate was then brought 
back to his residence for 
officers to access his secure 
hard drive. At first, Norgate 
declined to give officers the 
code for the hard drive, but 
after officers stated “that 
several hundred photo-
graphs” of child porn had 
already been recovered from 
his computer, he relented, 
and also told officers that 
there were additional images 
on his office computer.

Norgate was officially 

charged Dec. 9 with two 
charges of possession 
of depictions of a minor 
engaged in sexually explicit 
conduct, one in the first 
degree and another in the 
second. According to the 
King County Prosecut-
ing Office, his arraign-
ment is scheduled for Dec. 
17 at the Maleng Regional 
Justice Center in Kent; he is 
“expected to enter a plea.”

INCREASES IN CHILD 
PORN CASES

According to Deputy 
Prosecuting Attorney Laura 
Harmon, who handles inter-
net crimes against children 
for the King County Prose-
cuting Office, there has been 
a sizeable increase in child 
pornography cases in this 
past year.

Norgate’s case marks King 
County’s 64th child pornog-
raphy case this year (cases 
include possession, distribu-
tion, production, and view-
ing); last year, KCPAO filed 
48 cases.

“We’ve seen an uptick in 
filed cases so far this year. 
I know that all the investi-
gating agencies that I work 
with have seen a huge spike 
in cases during COVID,” 
Harmon said in a Zoom 
meeting on the topic on 
Dec. 7. “There has been a 
huge increase in the trad-
ing of these pictures online 
between offenders and 
uploading them to public 
websites and forums where 
they are seen and visible.”

Harmon added that it 
appears the spike in these 
cases are stemming from 
the fact that people are home 
more often due to the coro-
navirus pandemic.

“It’s created a perfect 
storm for offenders to seek 
out children, offenders to 
seek out other offenders,” she 
continued. 
“The numbers 
that haven’t 
yet come to 
our office are 
also looming 
large.”
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Enroll at iGrad...
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Enrolling students ages 16-21 who are not projected to graduate high school by age 21. 

Come to iGrad to continue your education!

Call Today!
253-373-GRAD (4723)
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Visit our on-line calendar for dates and 
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Post-secondary Transitioning, Mental Health & Substance Abuse, Social Work, 
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• The #1 selling brand of handheld power equipment in America. • Stihl Elite Dealership  
• Gold Certified Technicians  • Independently Owned
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around suburban yards
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being used by coronavirus 
patients.

Of course, these patients 
are not spread evenly around 
their respective counties, and 
some hospitals are dealing 
with higher stress levels than 
others.

For example, St. Eliza-
beth Hospital in Enumclaw 
appears to have 12 percent of 
its inpatient beds occupied by 
COVID-19 patients. Accord-
ing to Lauren Sauer, an assis-
tant professor of emergency 
medicine at Johns Hopkins 
University who studies hospi-
tal surge capacity, hospi-
tals exceeding 10 percent of 
COVID patients “signals an 
increasing risk that the health 
care system could soon be 
overwhelmed,” she told NPR 
in a Nov. 10 article.

“We start to pay attention 
above 5 percent,” Sauer said. 
“Above that, 10 percent is 
where we think, ‘Perhaps we 
have to start enacting surge 
strategies and crisis standards 
of care in some places.’”

Luckily, it appears St. Eliz-
abeth’s total capacity can 
handle that sort of stress 
right now, as only 53 percent 
of all its beds are occupied, 
and the hospital only sees a 
7-day average of four COVID-
19 patients per day as of 
Wednesday, Dec. 9.

But other hospitals in the 
area have tighter margins.

For example, Federal 
Way’s St. Francis Commu-
nity Hospital is dealing with 
15 percent of its beds being 
occupied by victims of the 
virus, and 77 percent of its 
beds are currently occupied 
overall. It’s 7-day average 
daily intake of COVID-19 
patients is 18.

Renton’s Valley Medical 
Center is also dealing with 
15 percent of its beds being 
used by COVID-19 patients, 
though overall, just 68 
percent of its beds are being 
used. However, the hospital is 
seeing 51 COVID-19 patients 
per day on a 7-day average.

Hospitals in Pierce County 

appear to be under much 
more stress than those in 
King County.

One of Tacoma’s three 
hospitals, Tacoma General 
Allenmore Hospital, has 17 
percent of its beds being used 
by COVID-19 patients, and 
the hospital has 86 percent 
of its beds occupied. It sees 62 
virus patients daily, accord-
ing to its 7-day average.

The Multicare Good 
Samaritan Hospital in Puyal-
lup also has 17 percent of its 
beds taken by virus patients, 
and overall, 88 percent of its 
inpatient beds are occupied, 
with a daily intake of 51 virus 
patients, according to its 
7-day average.

“Anything above 20 percent 
represents ‘extreme stress’ for 
the hospital, according to a 
framework developed by the 
Institute for Health Metrics 
and Evaluation at the Univer-
sity of Washington,” NPR 
reported on Dec. 9.

At 50 percent or above 
is when the hospital is 
overloaded.

“It means other services 
in that hospital are being 
delayed,”said Ali Mokdad, 
professor of healthmetric 
sciences at the Institute for 
Health Metrics and Evalua-
tion. “The hospital becomes 
a nightmare.”

COVID UPDATE IN 
ENUMCLAW

As of Dec. 13, Enum-
claw has seen a total of 342 
COVID-19 cases, the vast 
majority having occurred in 
November and December, 
King County data shows.

There have been four addi-
tional hospitalizations since 
December began. This brings 
the total number of hospital-
izations to 40.

There has also been one 
additional death, reported 
on Dec. 4. This brings Enum-
claw’s total death county to 
25.

IMAGE COURTESY NATIONAL PUBLIC RADIO

Occupancy
From Page 1




