
You’re going to love this home and the beautiful new chef’s kitchen 
w/custom cabinets, hi-mac & butcher block counters & high-
end stainless appliances. It’s open to the family room for easy 
entertaining. The main floor master has a soaking tub, tiled shower, 
and walk-in closet. Upstairs are 2 bedrooms, a 3/4 bath, and an 
office. A wrap-around deck and beautifully landscaped yard add to 
the serene setting. There’s a pasture with goats, outbuildings, and 
a 3 car detached garage on a 1.5-acre lot.

MLS: 1685539

$450,000 | 4 beds, 2.5 baths, 2,496 Sq. Ft.

ENTERTAINER’S DELIGHT

198 Astro Lane “Building Lasting 
Relationships with Integrity.” 40

99
68

537 W Broadway, Moses Lake 
MosesLakeRealtyGroup.com

(509) 764-0222
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By EMRY DINMAN
Staff Writer

MOSES LAKE — 
Temperatures may be 
falling, but not quickly 
enough for the city’s ice 
rink to open Friday as 
previously scheduled, 
according to city offi-
cials.

Ice skating lessons 
and the Moses Lake 
Parks and Recreation 
Department’s beginning 
hockey program will be 
postponed, and make-up 
dates will be provided, 
department officials 
wrote in a social media 
post. 

“We expect to start 
building ice on Monday, 
November 16th, which 
takes days to complete,” 
the post added.

While health officials 
and state guidelines 
have already allowed for 
hockey and ice skating 
lessons at the rink, it’s 
still unclear whether 
public skating will be 
permitted. 

However, city officials 
expressed some confi-
dence that the rink will 
eventually open to the 
public this season and 
are working to prepare 
safety measures to mini-
mize the risk of corona-
virus transmission.

“Once approved, 

ML ice rink 
opening 
delayed; 
public skate 
uncertain

By CHERYL SCHWEIZER
Staff Writer

MOSES LAKE — Paving 
crews were laying down 
fresh asphalt at the intersec-
tion of Stratford and Mart 
roads Monday morning, as a 
two-year project to upgrade 
Stratford heads into the final 
phase.

Rick Morris, from Central 
Washington Asphalt Inc.’s 
Moses Lake office, said the 
paving should be completed 
by Tuesday afternoon. 

The first portion, from the 
Mart Road intersection to 
Valley Road, took about 900 
tons of asphalt and the sec-
ond section, from Valley Road 
to the end of the project, will 
require about 400 tons.

Crews were working on a 
morning with below-freezing 
temperatures and a brisk 
wind making it even colder. 

“It’s still warm enough 
to pave,” Morris said. “Most 
years we pave right into 
Thanksgiving.”

When the project is com-
pleted, Stratford will have an 
additional northbound lane 
from Valley Road to the proj-
ect’s end, just past Mart Road. 
A second left-turn-only lane 
has been added at the Valley 
Road intersection.

Traffic lights have been 
upgraded with new electron-
ics and poles, and the light 
at Valley Road has been 
replaced. Sidewalks at the 
intersections were demolished 
to make room for the traffic 
light work and still need to be 
replaced. In addition, cross-
walks are being reconfigured 
to make crossing easier. 

Cheryl Schweizer 
can be reached via 
email at cschweizer@
columbiabasinherald.com.

Stratford Road widening, repaving project moves into final phase

Paving crews 
lay down 

asphalt 
Monday at the 

intersection 
of Stratford 

Road and 
Mart Road. 

The Stratford 
Road project 
is scheduled 

for completion 
by the end of 

November.

Cheryl Schweizer/
Columbia Basin 

Herald

By EMRY DINMAN
Staff Writer

MOSES LAKE — With the 
thermometer just north of 
freezing Monday afternoon, 
Kurtis Larson and Feliz Espino 
were huddled in their tent 
behind a local grocery store 
trying to stay warm.

“I mean, you see,” Larson 
said, pointing at the small fire 
pit next to the tent. “We’re sur-
viving.”

With Grant County’s first 
managed camp for unsheltered 

people, made up of a few dozen 
“tiny homes” with just enough 
space for a bed, set to open in 
the next week or so, Larson 
said he’s skeptical about the 
program the city is setting up. 

“I heard that there’s little 
shacks that they’re building 
and there’s no heat in there, 
which would be basic, I would 
think, for getting out of the 
cold,” Larson said. 

While there will be exter-
nal heating units, the tiny 
facilities themselves won’t be 
hooked up to electricity or 

heating, said Taylor Burton, 
Moses Lake’s coordinator for 
housing and grants, in a recent 
interview. 

This could be an issue in 
the middle of winter, Larson 
said, if he is even guaranteed a 
unit in the first place.

The units are technically 
allotted on a first-come, first-
served basis. There will be 20 
units available when the site 
opens later this month, Burton 
has previously said, but a total 
of 35 will be available soon 
after. 

At the start of 2019, local 
organizations tallied 82 unshel-
tered people countywide, of 
whom 52 were living in the 
Moses Lake area.

“Why don’t they just build 
one building where everyone 
can go in, like the warming 
center they had a couple years 
ago?” asked Larson, who hasn’t 
had a home for around three 
years. “Now you’re going to 
have to turn away people, and 
that’s not what a warming 

Emry Dinman/Columbia Basin Herald
Kurtis Larson and Feliz Espino huddle in their tent Monday afternoon in Moses Lake.

See RINK, Page A5

Some still skeptical of Moses Lake’s camp for unsheltered

‘We’re surviving’

See CAMP, Page A4
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NOVEMBER 11TH, 2020 - Free Oil Change For Veterans | Open 7am-6pm Veterans day only

� is year, Grease Heads Lube & Oil will honor our Veterans with a FREE Full Service Oil Change (Synthetic Blend 
Oil, up to 5 quarts valued at $39.99)! � is limited time o� er is available only on Veterans Day, Nov. 11th. We ask 
that all Veterans be present at the time of oil change, so that we can personally thank them for their service. Must 
show proof of military service, such as a VA ID or DD form 214. O� ers & discounts cannot be combined.

OIL
FOR VETERANS

FREE Greaseheadslubeandoil.com greaseheadsllc@outlook.com
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Employment Opportunity
U.S. Silver is currently seeking Journeyman Electricians and  

Diesel Mechanics for our Galena Mine operation in Wallace, ID. Pay  
starting at $30-$33.10 for electricians and $21.51-$30.70 for diesel  

mechanics depending on qualifications. Full time year round employment!  
U.S. Silver offers a full benefit package to employees at no cost for 

themselves or dependents!  
Applications are available onsite, 1041 Lake Gulch Road, Wallace, ID.   

U.S. Silver is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

Fax resume to: 208-752-0151 • Email:  kjohnson@americas-gold.com
Or mail to:  P.O. Box 440, Wallace, ID. 83873

ORDINANCE 20-06

The City Council of the City of Royal City has adopted Ordinance 20-06 AN ORDINANCE
OF THE ROYAL CITY CITY COUNCIL ESTABLISHING A UTILITY SUPPORT
PROGRAM FOR INDIVIDUALS EXPERIENCING ECONOMIC HARDSHIP DUE TO THE
COVID-19 PANDEMIC AND AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR OR DESIGNEE TO
DISTRIBUTE GRANT FUNDS OF UP TO $350 PER QUALIFYING INDIVIDUAL
RECEIVING CITY OF ROYAL CITY RESIDENTIAL UTILITY SERVICE. This ordinance
was passed on the 20th day of October 2020 and shall be in full force and effect five days
after the publication of this summary as provided by law. Any person may obtain the full
text of this ordinance by mail without charge by request to City Hall, P.O. Box 1239,
Royal City WA 99357, or in person at 445 Camelia Street NE, Royal City, WA.

#11040/418640
Pub: November 10, 2020

ORDINANCE 20-07

The City Council of the City of Royal City has adopted Ordinance 20-07 AN ORDINANCE
AMENDING CHAPTER 9.10 TITLED "SPEED REGULATONS" OF THE ROYAL CITY
MUNICIPAL CODE. This ordinance was passed on the 03rd day of November 2020 and
shall be in full force and effect five days after the publication of this summary as provided
by law. Any person may obtain the full text of this ordinance by mail without charge by
request to City Hall, P.O. Box 1239, Royal City WA 99357, or in person at 445 Camelia
Street NE, Royal City, WA.

#11041/418646
Pub: November 10, 2020

LEGAL NOTICES

center should be, turning 
away homeless people.”

However, city offi-
cials have previously 
expressed skepticism 
that all available units 
would be filled, particu-
larly when an additional 
30 emergency shelter 
units are opened in a 
converted hotel sometime 
this winter.

Regardless of capacity, 
all people staying at the 
managed camp will be 
asked to leave by 8 a.m. 
City officials have also 
expressed that after the 
winter is over, people 
will be asked to leave by 

6 a.m. and will not be 
allowed to return until 
10 p.m.

“That’s a little ridic-
ulous, because it starts 
getting cold if we’re 
outside at 5 o’clock at 
night, and by the time 
people are froze, they’re 
not going to want to get 
out of their tent and go 
over there at 9 o’clock at 
night,” Larson said. 

But, Larson and 
Espino were quick to add 
they were grateful that 
shower services will be 
provided on-site. 

Another woman 
sleeping in a dilapidated 
tent wreathed by thorny 
Russian olive trees, who 
asked not to be named, 
said that she’s been liv-

ing on the streets for 
about a month and has 
been freezing at night in 
recent weeks. She said 
she was grateful for any 
kind of shelter more 
substantial than the sum-
mer-weather camping 
tent she’s living in now.

She is nervous about 
other people walking 
near her tent, she said 
Monday, because her 
clothes and other belong-
ings have been stolen 
before. While she hopes 
to be able to access laun-
dry services through 
the new shelter, mainly 
she just wants rules at 
the managed camp to be 
enforced so that others 
don’t cause her any more 
trouble, she added.

CAMP
from A1

Emry Dinman/Columbia Basin Herald
While it had been deprioritized by local law enforcement since a 2019 Circuit Court 
decision, police will be able to resume enforcement of illegal encampments on 
public land once the new managed camp opens its doors – so long as it and other 
resources aren’t completely filled up.

By RICK SOBEY
Boston Herald/TNS

President Donald 
Trump is refusing to 
concede to Joe Biden 
after news outlets called 
Pennsylvania for the 
former vice president 
on Saturday.

Trump and his 
surrogates have 
claimed there were 
“fake votes” and that 
Democrats are “steal-
ing” the election.

Republicans pushed 
forward with lawsuits 
Monday, including 
Republican state 
attorneys general sup-
porting a challenge to 
Pennsylvania’s decision 
to count mail-in ballots 
that arrived through 
Friday.

The 10 AGs filed 
an amicus brief at the 
Supreme Court, saying 
they must “ensure that 
every legal vote cast is 
counted, and that every 
illegal vote cast is not 
counted.”

The attorneys gen-
eral argue that the 
Pennsylvania Supreme 
Court had unconstitu-
tionally “overstepped 
their bounds” when 
the court upheld 
the three-day mail-
in ballot extension. 
The state Legislature 
should be deciding the 
timeline for elections, 

the AGs argue.
“The integrity of our 

elections are at stake,” 
Missouri AG Eric 
Schmitt said during a 
Monday press confer-
ence. 

The Pennsylvania 
decision can lead to 
fraud and abuse, the 
AGs repeated several 
times. Oklahoma AG 
Mike Hunter brought 
up “whether someone 
is trying to dump bal-
lots into Pennsylvania” 
after 8 p.m. on Election 
Day “in a nefarious 
way.” 

Courts have rejected 
Republican demands in 
Pennsylvania and other 
battleground states to 
throw out ballots or 
stop vote counting. 

Also on Monday, 
Trump tweeted, 
“Pennsylvania prevent-
ed us from watching 
much of the Ballot 
count. Unthinkable and 
illegal in this coun-
try.” Twitter flagged 
the tweet, writing that 
the claim about elec-
tion fraud is disputed. 
State election officials 
say that poll watchers 
were certified in every 
county.

Senate Majority 
Leader Mitch 
McConnell on Monday 
did not congratulate 
Biden, nor say that 
Trump should concede.

Trump, Republicans push election 
lawsuit challenging mail-in ballots

reaching out to state and 
local government officials 
to coordinate their plans.

The Trump admin-
istration repeatedly 
deferred to the states to 
issue pandemic restric-
tions within their own 
jurisdictions, insisting 
that the federal govern-
ment had no authority to 
override local officials.

“That is a part of what 
I think the biggest chal-
lenge is going to be, peri-
od, for the Biden admin-
istration, and that’s 
really a communication 
challenge,” said Angela 
Rasmussen, a virologist 
at Columbia University.

“Over 70 million 
people voted for Donald 
Trump, and they them-
selves are probably going 
to be very resistant to 
a lot of the recommen-
dations that are made, 
so communicating clear 
messages out to the pub-
lic — having everyone 
be on the same page — 
is going to be crucial,” 
Rasmussen said.

Over 237,000 lives have 
been lost in the United 
States to COVID-19 since 

the outbreak began in 
March.

As a candidate for 
president, Biden said he 
supported the idea of a 
national mask mandate 
but acknowledged it 
would likely face legal 
challenges.

“One of the policy 
proposals that Biden 
included in his COVID 
plan was to implement 
a nationwide mask man-
date, which is something 
that he can effectively do 
on day one by executive 
order,” Rasmussen said. 
“I think in order to make 
sure that’s implemented 
across the board, that’s 
going to require estab-
lishing these collabora-
tive relationships with 
some of those governors.”

An executive order 
could be limited to 
mask-wearing on federal 
lands, in federal build-
ings and on federal trans-
portation.

Other public health 
experts who have worked 
closely with members of 
the new advisory panel 
expect them to recom-
mend such a move to the 

president-elect.
“This should be an 

obvious place to begin for 
the new administration, 
and the president-elect, 
very importantly, has 
led by example on this 
issue for months,” said  
Dr. Howard Koh, former 
assistant secretary for 
health under President 
Barack Obama and now 
at the Harvard T.H. 
Chan School of Public 
Health. “His message 
has been consistent and 
clear on this for months. 
I anticipate that will go 
forward.”

Outside experts who 
are in touch with mem-
bers of the task force 
and advised Biden’s cam-
paign, told McClatchy to 
expect “rings” of advisers 
that expand beyond the 
core coronavirus adviso-
ry group.

The Biden team will 
reach out to expert vacci-
nologists, virologists and 
epidemiologists, who will 
serve the advisory group, 
a Biden aide said.

David Kessler, former 
head of the Food and 
Drug Administration, 
Marcella Nunez-Smith, a 
leading epidemiologist at 
Yale University, and for-
mer U.S. Surgeon General 
Vivek Murthy will lead 
the new advisory group.

Celine Gounder, a 
member of the adviso-
ry group, said its most 
imminent priority is uni-
fying the country behind 
a plan. President Donald 
Trump, who has called 
into question the need to 
wear masks and has rare-
ly worn one in public, 
said in the closing days 
of the 2020 campaign that 
the country was round-
ing the corner on the 
pandemic.

By MICHAEL WILNER
McClatchy/TNS

WASHINGTON, D.C. 
— Joe Biden announced 
Monday the formation of 
a coronavirus advisory 
board that will consider 
a national mask mandate 
amid rising cases and 
deaths.

“It doesn’t matter 
your party, your point 
of view,” Biden said 
after receiving his first 
briefing from the group. 
“We could save tens of 
thousands of lives if 
everyone would just wear 
a mask for the next few 
months. Not Democrat 
or Republican lives — 
American lives.”

The 12-member task 
force is building out pol-
icies to end persistent 
shortages of personal 
protective equipment for 
front-line workers and 
increase the precision, 
speed and availability of 
testing. It is also debating 
just how far Biden should 
go in urging Americans 
to wear masks.

Public health experts 
who for months advocat-
ed for a more centralized, 
disciplined national 
pandemic plan expressed 
relief at the naming of 
the new task force, and 
encouraged its members 
to immediately begin 

Biden’s new coronavirus advisers debate 
mandating masks across the country

Drew Angerer/Getty Images/TNS
Joe Biden puts on a face mask after attending a virtual 
coronavirus briefing with medical experts on Oct. 28 in 
Wilmington, Delaware.
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