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By Ken Stern

No fooling, the national cen-
sus, the Constitutionally m an-
dated every 10 years count of 
every person n the U nited States, 
kicked off April 1st. Because we 
all count, it is critical that we all 
get counted. Federal funds for our 

com m unities and our state, and 
districting boundaries for state 
and national legislative seats are 
shaped by census results. If folks 
are m issed, don’ t get counted, ev-
eryone loses.

Door-to-door canvassing is 
lim ited by the COV ID-19 virus 
pandem ic. Your patriotic duty is 

to com plete the census, for your 
good and the support of your 
neighbors and your com m unity.

Spread the word and get every-
one you know counted, so they 
count.

Complete the census with a 
phone call, toll free, 844- 330-
2020, or via 2020census.gov. 

Census count on now

By Bill Reynolds

The COV ID-19 pandem ic that 
led to a statewide Stay Home or-
der has been brutal on local busi-
ness owners and employees alike.

It has also been tough on those 
who gladly work for free.

La Conner area volunteers who 
log hours for service clubs, char-
itable organizations and a host of 
com m unity-based program s and 
projects have had to adapt in real 
time with daily life being shut 
down to stem spread of the coro-
navirus.

“CO ID-19 has done a fine job 
of slowing down almost all vol-
unteering,” lamented Town Parks 
Com m issioner Ollie Iversen, also 
a La Conner Rotarian who in nor-
m al tim es is a regular behind the 
counter at the Cham ber of Com -
m erce V isitors Center.

But these aren’t normal times.
The Friends of the Library 

closed its thrift store in m id-
March and won’t re-open until 
it becom es safe for volunteers to 
return to work.

“How ironic,” mused Friends 
of the Library President Joan 
Scarboro, “that we had spent the 
first two months of the year assur-
ing the public that we were still 

open and seeking donations and 
now to be putting up signs saying 
‘closed, no donations, please.’ ”

That’ s not all.
Friends of the Library has 

nixed its m onthly m eetings until 
m ore than 10 people can gather in 
one place, Scarboro said.

“When that happens,” she 
vowed, “we look forward to wel-
coming Jared Fair, the new Li-
brary Director, with a party.”

That could be awhile, howev-
er, longtim e La Conner volunteer 
Peter Goldfarb acknowledged.

“The ‘Stay at Home’ quarantine 
is the only way to slow down this 
persistent virus. We are all vul-
nerable,” said Goldfarb, whose 
ties to the La Conner Cham ber 
extend back a generation.

“As Cindy V erge at the Tulip 
Festival said,” Goldfarb add-
ed, “m ost of the volunteers she 
depends on are in their 70s  and 
80s , the very vulnerable ages, so 
( they)  should not be exposed to 
the virus or flu.”

La Conner Sunrise Food Bank, 
which is officially and emotion-
ally an essential business, has 
im plem ented enhanced public 
health safety m easures during the 
virus outbreak – a period that has 
seen increased dem and for its ser-

vices.
The La Conner pantry, m anned 

by volunteers, has launched a 
curbside pickup system  to assure 
social distancing during food dis-
tribution.

Such practices are vital, said 
food bank director and La Conner 
Weekly ews General Manager 
Michelle Havist.

“The reality is, at this tim e, 
we don’t know who’s a carrier 
of this virus,” Havist told food 
bank volunteers. “And if one of 
us contracts CO ID-19, we will 
all probably have to isolate for 14 
days, which means the food bank 
closes, too.”

Some volunteers, with Havist’s 
blessing, have opted to rem ain 
hom e during the virus crisis.

“Kitchen volunteers and every-
one else who is staying home, we 
miss you terribly,” Havist said, 
“but we are all happy that you 
continue to stay hom e and stay 
well.”

The La Conner chapter of So-
roptim ist International has had 
to tem porarily close its V intage 
Store at Third and Morris and 
cancel the group’s annual awards 
banquet.

Volunteers put out of work by virus crisis

By Ken Stern
March was unusually cold, 

though not as cold as 2019, the 
century’ s coldest March. The av-
erage low of 35.5 degrees was 
two degrees above last year’s. But 
2020’s average high of 50.5 was 
four degrees lower than 2019’s, 
dropping the average daily tem -
perature to 42.4 degrees, 2.5 de-
grees below the century’s average 
daily average. The average low 
of 36 degrees was pulled down 
by 13 m ornings of frost, includ-
ing the week of 14-20, with 26 
degrees March 17 the coldest day.

The average high was 51 de-
grees. It never reached 60 de-
grees  59 degrees on the 20th was 
the m onth’ s high.

Skagit farm fields were able 

to dry out in March. Rainfall to-
taled 2.84” . Most of the rain cam e 
at the beginning and end of the 
m onth: The 1.2” of rain March 
3-5 and the inch on the 29-31 was 
over three-quarters of the month’s 
precipitation, with 0.80” the 30th 
28%  of the m onth’ s total. 

There were 16 days of no rain 
and less than one-tenth inch fell 
eight tim es In the 25 days be-
tween the 5th and 29th, less than 
an inch of rain fell and it didn’ t 
rain the 11 days between the 12th 
and 22nd. 

March’s rain was almost 10% 
below the century’s average, 
though it was more than twice 
2019’s record low rainfall. These 
last three years have been unusu-
ally cold and dry for this century.

March cold and dry overall
Rain Report:

MARCH
Rain last week, March 29-April 
  4: 1.17
Rainfall in March: 2.84
Number of rain days: 16
Least rain, one day: 0.01,
  March 27
Most rain, one day: 0.79,
  March 30
Least rain: 1.35, 2019
Most rain: 5.01, 2017
Average rainfall, 2000-2021:
  3.14
Rainfall last month, Feb.: 4.82

All totals in inches. Data from 
WSU Mount Vernon.

By Ken Stern
Business owners, get online now and apply for federal funds 

now. All area businesses, self-employed persons and nonprofits are 
eligible.

The Weekly ews has already applied for the Economic Injury 
Disaster Advance Loan. Run by the Small Business Administration, 
it provides up to $10,000 a nd becom es a grant: It does not have to 
be repaid when program requirments are met. 

The SBA webpage reads: 
“In response to the Coronavirus ( COV ID-19)  pandem ic, sm all 

business owners in all .S. states, Washington D.C., and territories 
are eligible to apply for an Econom ic Injury Disaster Loan advance 
of up to $10,000.

“This advance will provide economic relief to businesses that are 
currently experiencing a temporary loss of revenue. Funds will be 
made available within three days of a successful application. This 
loan advance will not have to be repaid.”

It took 15 m inutes to apply. Needed are the legal business nam e, 
your EI , Employer Identification umber, and your gross income 
and Cost of Goods Sold, COGS, for Jan. 31, 2019- Jan. 31, 2020. 
All website urls are below.

The Paycheck Protection Program  is a second loan program  
from  the CARES Act passed by Congress and signed by President 
Trum p. It is a nearly $350- billion program  intended to provide 
American small businesses with eight weeks of cash-flow assis-
tance through 100 percent federally guaranteed loans.

This loan has a maturity of two years and an interest rate of 1%.
SBA will forgive loans if all employees are kept on the payroll 

for eight weeks and the money is used for payroll, rent, mortgage 
interest or utilities. The loan covers expenses from  Feb. 15-June 30, 
2020. There is no cost to apply.

Forgiveness is based on the employer maintaining or quickly 
rehiring em ployees and m aintaining salary levels. 

Apply through banks authori ed to handle SBA loans. The web-
site listed hundreds of nearby branches.

Download a four page form: There are two pages to fill out and 
two pages of instructions and conditions. se Adobe Reader to type 
answers and for initials and signatures. It took 25 minutes to fill 
out. Needed are the business’  legal nam e, EIN and average m onthly 
payroll num bers.

Businesses: Apply NOW 
for Disaster Loans

By A nne Bas ye

“Expected Returns on Most orthwest Ag Commodities Level-
ing p” was the optimistic headline of orthwest Farm Credit’s 
quarterly Market Snapshot in January.

The April 2 Snapshot says that in sector after sector, forecasts 
now range from “variable profitability” to “unprofitable returns”.

“It’s all so new and changing so fast, it’s hard to get a clear 
picture,” said Don McMoran, director of the Washington State U ni-
versity Skagit County Extension. “It’ s super clear that people are 
not buying flowers, bulbs or coming to the Tulip Festival, which is 
having a huge im pact.

“If you are a food producer and you are not dealing with the 
export market, those kinds of crops will be trending upward. If you 
produce com m odities that are not shelf stable, like the dairy indus-
try, you are taking a big hit.”

Milk prices had been forecasted to increase 50 cents per hundred 
pounds in 2020 after hovering just above break-even through 2019.

“We thought we’d have a decent year, and then prices were cut 
across the board.” said Jason ander ooy of Harmony Dairy on 
Beaver Marsh Road.

Shuttered restaurants and schools have depressed dem and for 
milk just as grass starts growing and production goes up. Product is 
sitting in warehouses. Plants set up to produce 40-pound blocks of 
cheese and 55-pound barrels of sour cream  for institutional clients 
like Pi a Hut and Domino’s can’t retool for the consumer market, 
where milk is still in great demand.

About 40 percent of the powdered milk produced by Darigold’s 
Lynden plant is exported. With ports closed, sales have slowed. 
“There are no shipping containers in Seattle because no vessels are 

D airies and gr owers alike

Farmers facing COVID-19 impacts

E V E R Y B O D Y  CO U N T S  - - T h e si gn ab ove ,  l oca ted in S w inomish  V il l age near R ainb ow  B ridge,  is a remind-
er of h ow  imp ortant it is to st and up  and b e co unted for th e 2 0 2 0  Censu s.  Conduct ed eve ry 10  ye ars,  th e 
Censu s h el p s est ab l ish  l eve l s of federal  funding for co mmunities,  sch ool s,  h osp ital s,  roads and oth er ke y 
se rvi ce s and p rograms.  I t al so  se rve s as th e b asi s for determining p ol itica l  rep rese ntation.  
                                                                                                                                          – P hoto by  K en Stern

A N D  T H E N  T H E R E  W E R E  F I V E  –  L ast  w eek T h e S l ider Café  and 
S anto Coyo te cl ose d.  O p en are CO A ,  N el l  T h orn,  O yst er &  T h ist l e 
and S eeds.  O nc e again th e L a Conner T ave rn is op en F ridays.  T h e 
l ist  of cl ose d eateries is,  sa dl y ,  much  l onger.             – Photo by  K en Stern
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By Ken Stern

No fooling, the national cen-
sus, the Constitutionally m an-
dated every 10 years count of 
every person n the U nited States, 
kicked off April 1st. Because we 
all count, it is critical that we all 
get counted. Federal funds for our 

com m unities and our state, and 
districting boundaries for state 
and national legislative seats are 
shaped by census results. If folks 
are m issed, don’ t get counted, ev-
eryone loses.

Door-to-door canvassing is 
lim ited by the COV ID-19  virus 
pandem ic. Your patriotic duty is 

to com plete the census, for your 
good and the support of your 
neighbors and your com m unity.

Spread the word and get every-
one you know counted, so they 
count.

Complete the census with a 
phone call, toll free, 8 4 4 -3 3 0-
2020, or via 2020census.gov. 

Census count on now

By Bill Reynolds

The COV ID-19  pandem ic that 
led to a statewide Stay Home or-
der has been brutal on local busi-
ness owners and employees alike.

It has also been tough on those 
who gladly work for free.

La Conner area volunteers who 
log hours for service clubs, char-
itable organizations and a host of 
com m unity-based program s and 
projects have had to adapt in real 
time with daily life being shut 
down to stem spread of the coro-
navirus.

“CO ID-19 has done a fine job 
of slowing down almost all vol-
unteering,” lamented Town Parks 
Com m issioner Ollie Iversen, also 
a La Conner Rotarian who in nor-
m al tim es is a regular behind the 
counter at the Cham ber of Com -
m erce V isitors Center.

But these aren’t normal times.
The Friends of the Library 

closed its thrift store in m id-
March and won’t re-open until 
it becom es safe for volunteers to 
return to work.

“How ironic,” mused Friends 
of the Library President Joan 
Scarboro, “that we had spent the 
first two months of the year assur-
ing the public that we were still 

open and seeking donations and 
now to be putting up signs saying 
‘closed, no donations, please.’ ”

That’ s not all.
Friends of the Library has 

nixed its m onthly m eetings until 
m ore than 10 people can gather in 
one place, Scarboro said.

“When that happens,” she 
vowed, “we look forward to wel-
coming Jared Fair, the new Li-
brary Director, with a party.”

That could be awhile, howev-
er, longtim e La Conner volunteer 
Peter Goldfarb acknowledged.

“The ‘Stay at Home’ quarantine 
is the only way to slow down this 
persistent virus. We are all vul-
nerable,” said Goldfarb, whose 
ties to the La Conner Cham ber 
extend back a generation.

“As Cindy V erge at the Tulip 
Festival said,” Goldfarb add-
ed, “m ost of the volunteers she 
depends on are in their 7 0s and 
8 0s, the very vulnerable ages, so 
( they)  should not be exposed to 
the virus or flu.”

La Conner Sunrise Food Bank, 
which is officially and emotion-
ally an essential business, has 
im plem ented enhanced public 
health safety m easures during the 
virus outbreak –  a period that has 
seen increased dem and for its ser-

vices.
The La Conner pantry, m anned 

by volunteers, has launched a 
curbside pickup system  to assure 
social distancing during food dis-
tribution.

Such practices are vital, said 
food bank director and La Conner 
Weekly ews General Manager 
Michelle Havist.

“The reality is, at this tim e, 
we don’t know who’s a carrier 
of this virus,” Havist told food 
bank volunteers. “And if one of 
us contracts CO ID-19, we will 
all probably have to isolate for 14  
days, which means the food bank 
closes, too.”

Some volunteers, with Havist’s 
blessing, have opted to rem ain 
hom e during the virus crisis.

“Kitchen volunteers and every-
one else who is staying home, we 
miss you terribly,” Havist said, 
“but we are all happy that you 
continue to stay hom e and stay 
well.”

The La Conner chapter of So-
roptim ist International has had 
to tem porarily close its V intage 
Store at Third and Morris and 
cancel the group’s annual awards 
banquet.

Volunteers put out of work by virus crisis

By Ken Stern
March was unusually cold, 

though not as cold as 2019 , the 
century’ s coldest March. The av-
erage low of 35.5 degrees was 
two degrees above last year’s. But 
2020’s average high of 50.5 was 
four degrees lower than 2019’s, 
dropping the average daily tem -
perature to 4 2.4  degrees, 2.5 de-
grees below the century’s average 
daily average. The average low 
of 36 degrees was pulled down 
by 13  m ornings of frost, includ-
ing the week of 14-20, with 26 
degrees March 17  the coldest day.

The average high was 51 de-
grees. It never reached 6 0 de-
grees  59 degrees on the 20th was 
the m onth’ s high.

Skagit farm fields were able 

to dry out in March. Rainfall to-
taled 2.8 4 ”. Most of the rain cam e 
at the beginning and end of the 
m onth: The 1.2” of rain March 
3-5 and the inch on the 29-31 was 
over three-quarters of the month’s 
precipitation, with 0.80” the 30th 
28 %  of the m onth’ s total. 

There were 16 days of no rain 
and less than one-tenth inch fell 
eight tim es In the 25 days be-
tween the 5th and 29th, less than 
an inch of rain fell and it didn’ t 
rain the 11 days between the 12th 
and 22nd. 

March’s rain was almost 10% 
below the century’s average, 
though it was more than twice 
2019’s record low rainfall. These 
last three years have been unusu-
ally cold and dry for this century.

March cold and dry overall
Rain Report:

MARCH
Rain last week, March 29-April 
  4: 1.17
Rainfall in March: 2.84
Number of rain days: 16
Least rain, one day: 0.01,
  March 27
Most rain, one day: 0.79,
  March 30
Least rain: 1.35, 2019
Most rain: 5.01, 2017
Average rainfall, 2000-2021:
  3.14
Rainfall last month, Feb.: 4.82

All totals in inches. Data from 
WSU Mount Vernon.

By Ken Stern
Business owners, get online now and apply for federal funds 

now. All area businesses, self-employed persons and nonprofits are 
eligible.

The Weekly ews has already applied for the Economic Injury 
Disaster Advance Loan. Run by the Small Business Administration, 
it provides up to $ 10,000 and becom es a grant: It does not have to 
be repaid when program requirments are met. 

The SBA webpage reads: 
“In response to the Coronavirus ( COV ID-19 )  pandem ic, sm all 

business owners in all .S. states, Washington D.C., and territories 
are eligible to apply for an Econom ic Injury Disaster Loan advance 
of up to $ 10,000.

“This advance will provide economic relief to businesses that are 
currently experiencing a temporary loss of revenue. Funds will be 
made available within three days of a successful application. This 
loan advance will not have to be repaid.”

It took 15 m inutes to apply. Needed are the legal business nam e, 
your EI , Employer Identification umber, and your gross income 
and Cost of Goods Sold, COGS, for Jan. 3 1, 2019 -Jan. 3 1, 2020. 
All website urls are below.

The Paycheck Protection Program  is a second loan program  
from  the CARES Act passed by Congress and signed by President 
Trum p. It is a nearly $ 3 50-billion program  intended to provide 
American small businesses with eight weeks of cash-flow assis-
tance through 100 percent federally guaranteed loans.

This loan has a maturity of two years and an interest rate of 1%.
SBA will forgive loans if all employees are kept on the payroll 

for eight weeks and the money is used for payroll, rent, mortgage 
interest or utilities. The loan covers expenses from  Feb. 15-June 3 0, 
2020. There is no cost to apply.

Forgiveness is based on the employer maintaining or quickly 
rehiring em ployees and m aintaining salary levels. 

Apply through banks authori ed to handle SBA loans. The web-
site listed hundreds of nearby branches.

Download a four page form: There are two pages to fill out and 
two pages of instructions and conditions. se Adobe Reader to type 
answers and for initials and signatures. It took 25 minutes to fill 
out. Needed are the business’  legal nam e, EIN and average m onthly 
payroll num bers.

Businesses: Apply NOW 
for Disaster Loans

By A nne Ba sye

“Expected Returns on Most orthwest Ag Commodities Level-
ing p” was the optimistic headline of orthwest Farm Credit’s 
quarterly Market Snapshot in January.

The April 2 Snapshot says that in sector after sector, forecasts 
now range from “variable profitability” to “unprofitable returns”.

“It’s all so new and changing so fast, it’s hard to get a clear 
picture,” said Don McMoran, director of the Washington State U ni-
versity Skagit County Extension. “It’ s super clear that people are 
not buying flowers, bulbs or coming to the Tulip Festival, which is 
having a huge im pact.

“If you are a food producer and you are not dealing with the 
export market, those kinds of crops will be trending upward. If you 
produce com m odities that are not shelf stable, like the dairy indus-
try, you are taking a big hit.”

Milk prices had been forecasted to increase 50 cents per hundred 
pounds in 2020 after hovering just above break-even through 2019 .

“We thought we’d have a decent year, and then prices were cut 
across the board.” said Jason ander ooy of Harmony Dairy on 
Beaver Marsh Road.

Shuttered restaurants and schools have depressed dem and for 
milk just as grass starts growing and production goes up. Product is 
sitting in warehouses. Plants set up to produce 40-pound blocks of 
cheese and 55-pound barrels of sour cream  for institutional clients 
like Pi a Hut and Domino’s can’t retool for the consumer market, 
where milk is still in great demand.

About 40 percent of the powdered milk produced by Darigold’s 
Lynden plant is exported. With ports closed, sales have slowed. 
“There are no shipping containers in Seattle because no vessels are 

D airies and  growers alike

Farmers facing COVID-19 impacts

E V E R Y B O D Y  CO U N T S  - - T h e s ign ab ov e,  l oc ated in S w inomis h  V il l age near R ainb ow  B ridge,  is  a remind-
er of h ow  imp ortant it is  to s tand up  and b e c ounted for th e 2 0 2 0  Cens us .  Conduc ted ev ery  10  y ears ,  th e 
Cens us  h el p s  es tab l is h  l ev el s  of federal  funding for c ommunities ,  s c h ool s ,  h os p ital s ,  roads  and oth er k ey  
s erv ic es  and p rograms .  I t al s o s erv es  as  th e b as is  for determining p ol itic al  rep res entation.  
                                                                                                                                          –  Photo b y K en Stern

A N D  T H E N  T H E R E  W E R E  F I V E  –  L as t w eek  T h e S l ider Café  and 
S anto Coy ote c l os ed.  O p en are CO A ,  N el l  T h orn,  O y s ter &  T h is tl e 
and S eeds .  O nc e again th e L a Conner T av ern is  op en F riday s .  T h e 
l ist  of c l os ed eateries  is ,  s adl y ,  muc h  l onger.             –  Photo b y K en Stern
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Cast your 
ballot NOW!

By Bill Reynolds

Despite an ongoing global pan-
dem ic, La Conner area residents 
can still look on the bright side. 

The bright side of the Rainbow 
Bridge, that is. 

This after the Town Council 
last week inked an interlocal pact 
with Skagit County officials al-
lowing the north side of the visu-
ally striking and popular arched 
span above Swinom ish Channel 
to once again be lit. 

The long-sought town-county 
agreem ent is being hailed as a 
literal bright spot here during the 
virus crisis. 

“This is ( an exam ple of)  eco-
nom ic developm ent,” said Mayor 
Ram on Hayes. “This is one of the 
things people com e to the com -
m unity for.” 

The bridge, which opened in 
1957 and is owned by Skagit 
County, has been lit previous-
ly but without official sanction, 
making significant liability con-
cerns. 

“For years,” Hayes explained, 
“the bridge was lit independently 
by individuals who will rem ain 
nam eless. The county sent us a 
cease and desist order because of 

the liability issues.” 
New technology, pressing eco-

nom ic conditions and town and 
county collaboration aligned to 
m ake possible a new round of 
bridge lighting – this tim e on an 
official basis. 

Town Public Works Director 
Brian Lease said the bridge will 
be strung with 600 com m ercial 
grade LED bulbs secured by 
powerful m agnets able to adhere 
to a surface that has borne num er-
ous coats of paints over the past 
six decades. 

“It was quite a trick to find the 
right m agnet that would hold,” 
Lease told Town Councilm em -
bers at their Oct. 13 video-confer-
enced m eeting. 

The m agnets chosen for the 
project passed a test adm inistered 
by Skagit County engineers, he 
said, and are designed to stand up 
to Pacific orthwest weather. 

“It’ s pretty am azing technol-
ogy,” said Council m em ber Bill 
Stokes. “It will be a great way to 
light the bridge. It will be som e-
thing we’ ll be looking at all win-
ter as the days get shorter.” 

Lease crunched num bers to 
bring the project price tag to about 

$10,000, one-third of which will 
be covered by the county. An ini-
tial bid for lighting the bridge was 
m ore than 10 tim es that am ount. 

Lease said the estim ated cost is 
based on 40 hours of contracted 
work. Because of that, the Town 
could realize further savings. 

“I don’ t anticipate it ( the work)  
taking that long,” said Lease. 

Hayes said hours of behind the 
scenes research and planning will 
generate long-term  visible divi-
dends for the town. 

“As public officials,” he told the 
Weekly News, “we want to m ake 
sure that we are utilizing our as-
sets as best as possible. This does 
that in a very econom ical way and 
beautifies one of the state’s most 
iconic structures.” 

He and Lease expressed appre-
ciation for the county’ s support. 

“They were great to work 
with,” Lease said. 

“I want to give a huge am ount 
of credit to Com m issioner ( Ron)  
Wesen, who really pushed this 
forward at the county level,” said 
Hayes. 

“We’ re talking about quite a 
few lights,” he added, “that will 
light up the bridge beautifully.” 

Rainbow Bridge will soon shine 
bright with lights every night

You have your ballot. Use it.
Get ballots counted quickly by:
• Vote. Return your ballot now
• Sign your ballot envelope
• Use a county drop box
• Mail your ballot by Oct. 26
• Oct. 26: Registration deadline
Election drop boxes nearby:
La Conner Regional Library, 

614 E. Morris Street.
Social Services Building, 17337 

Reservation Road, Swinomish 
Indian Tribal Community.

Ballots must be in drop boxes 
by 8 p.m. Nov. 3. 

Election day voter registration.
Register to vote, get information 

at VoteWa.gov.
Skagit County Elections: 
360-416-1702, 
scelections@co.skagit.wa.us.

By Ken Stern

The La Conner Weekly News 
keeps getting better in its efforts 
to bring news to the com m unity. 

The staff earned 14 awards at the 
annual Better Newspaper Con-
test for Washington’ s com m unity 
newspapers, led by Bill Reynolds’  
six. Reynolds alm ost swept the 
“personality profile, long catego-
ry,” getting second place for his 
story on Mike Carrigan retiring 
after 25 years at La Conner High 
School. His Fisher Fam ily tribute 
ahead of the 2019 Pioneer Picnic 
took third.

Reynold gained firsts for his 
coverage of the Swinom ish den-
tal clinic opening and his sports 
feature on the 1968 undefeated 
La Conner football team . He also 
picked up a second for his story 
on the second place basketball 
finish by the La Conner High 
School girls and a second for pro-
filing Middle and High School 
Principal Kathy Herrera donating 
a kidney. He took a third for his 
election story of Alana Q uintas-
ket defeating Swinom ish Tribal 
Senate Chairm an Brian Cladoos-
by

Anne Basye took the other first 
place award for capturing the ex-
tinction of the Sm elt Derby.

Pat Paul gained a second for 
a set of her recipe colum ns, 
A’ qiim uk’ s Kitchen. The judge 

wrote “I felt like I got to know the 
author and becam e invested in her 
life.”

Ken Stern cam e in second and 
third in general news photog-
raphy for his 2019 high school 
graduation photo and capturing 
the ritual m arch for the Swinom -
ish Blessing of the Fleet.

Stern’ s chasing the m om en-
tary run on hand sanitizer won 
a second place news award. His 
editorial on “Taking flattening the 
curve seriously” at the start of the 
pandem ic in March was awarded 
third place and a set of his m us-
ings colum ns took second in the 
general interest colum n category. 
He took a second for his review 
of “The Addam s Fam ily” at the 
Whidbey Playhouse.

The behind the scenes staff 
of Eileen Engelstad, Michelle 
Havist and Cindy V est ensure 
each week’ s publication.

The contest tim e period was 
for newspapers published from  
April 2019 through March 2020. 
Awards are presented in four 
groups based on circulation. The 
Weekly News is in group 1, cir-
culation under 2,500. Judging 
was by m em bers of the New York 
Press Association.

Weekly News wins 14 awards in all-state contest

L D  10 s tate rep. candi dat e:  ‘ I  hav e done  nothing wrong.’  

Bill Bruch’s two judgments
for $1.7M fraud against
Whatcom County elders

By Bill Reynolds

Location. Location. Location. 
That is the fam iliar m antra deem ed a key to valuable real 

estate. 
But prim e location can be the scene of unintended conse-

quences. 
Such was the case late last Tuesday afternoon when an arm ed 

robber stole an undisclosed amount of money and fled on foot 
from  the Am aryllis wom en’ s clothing boutique in the historic 
Hotel Planter Building on First Street. 

“He probably picked m e,” store owner and local artist Char-
lotte Decker told the Weekly News afterward, “because I’ m  at 
the end of the street.” 

The incident led to an im m ediate police lockdown of La Con-
ner, said Mayor Ram on Hayes, him self a First Street business 
owner. 

Skagit County Sheriff’s deputies and Swinomish Tribal Police 
officers sought a male suspect wearing black sweatpants, black 
sweatshirt, black knit cap and red bandana. Their search cam e 
up em pty despite deploying a K-9 uni t and positioning patrol 
vehicles at all town entrances. 

“The suspect was not known to the store owner and he has 
not been located at this time,” Skagit County ndersheriff Chad 
Clark said on Thursday. 

Decker, in fact, did not initially recognize whether the suspect 
who dem anded m oney from  her was m ale or fem ale. 

After she twice refused to give him  m oney, Decker said the 
suspect then brandished a handgun. 

Decker som ehow m anaged to rem ain calm  as she handed over 
the contents of her cash box. 

“I never really felt threatened,” she said, “even when he pulled 
the gun because I couldn’t be sure at first if it was a toy gun or a 
real gun.” 

Once the suspect fled, Decker called police. 
“The police were here almost before I got off the phone to 9-1-

1,” she said. 
“Between Swinomish Police and the Sheriff’s Office,” added 

Hayes, “the town was locked down im m ediately. The response 
was excellent.” 

Hayes, though, said the downtown robbery lends further cre-
dence to establishing a citi ens’ patrol here for times officers are 
on duty elsewhere. 

“We need it,” he said. “It would be controlled and adm inis-
tered by the Skagit County Sheriff’s Office and provide more 
eyes and ears on the ground.” 

As for Decker, she is grateful for the overwhelm ing support 
received in the days following the robbery. 

“I just want to say that the com m unity has been so support-
ive,” she said. 

One fellow La Conner merchant, for instance, delivered flow-
ers to Am aryllis soon after learning of the incident. 

The store has rem ained open as usual, though Decker con-
cedes the robbery has had an im pact. 

“I’ m  a little m ore discerning,” she said, “when people com e 
in.” 

Amaryllis robbed at
gunpoint Tuesday

By Ken Stern 

Republican Bill Bruch, a candidate for the state Legislature rep-
resenting District 10 who is seeking to unseat incum bent Dem o-
crat Dave Paul, was the subject of two lawsuits in 1998 t hat found 
him  liable for judgm ents totaling nearly $1.7 m illion.

The judgm ents were m ade public by Skagit County Dem ocrats 
on Oct. 14 a nd posted on their website under the headline “Bill 
Bruch sued for swindling seniors in 1998.”

Bruch posted a statem ent on his own cam paign website in 
response.

“When I was starting m y career 28 ye ars ago, I trusted the 
wrong people and unwittingly becam e an instrum ent in … [ a]  
purported real-estate investm ent, which turned out to be a Ponzi 
schem e,” Bruch wrote. “Young and naï ve;  I was exploited, used, 
and defrauded of tens of thousands of dollars of m y own m oney 
by som eone who I believed to be a trusted friend. Most unfor-
tunately two of m y good friends also fell victim  to the sam e 
investm ent. I lost m y m oney, m y hom e, m y job, m y car and m y 
credit by trusting som eone who turned out to be the purveyor of a 
Ponzi schem e.”

Bruch claim ed he was com pletely unaware of any court pro-
ceedings or judgm ents until years after the fact, writing “I don’ t 
believe that I was ever served a sum m ons;  and I never had a 
chance to defend m yself in court,” and stated “this issue was re-
solved over a decade ago, it was a civil m atter and I m ost certain-
ly did not break any laws.”

Bruch declined to be interviewed by the Weekly News, which 
em ailed him  electronic copies of the two court cases, Partners In 
Care vs. William  U . Bruch III, case #98- 2-01077- 7 a nd Geraldine 
Dixon vs. William  Bruch, case #98- 2-01166- 8. I n a short em ail 
response Bruch wrote “Over the years m y friends and em ployers 
have known about the circum stances. It is a non-issue.” He pro-
vided a link to the statem ent on his cam paign website, above.

According to the court docum ents, on Aug. 5, 1998 William  U r-
ban Bruch III had a default judgm ent in a lawsuit entered against 

A  V I E W  O F  O U R  B R I D G E  –  A  l igh ted R ainb ow  B ridge is an ico nic si gh t.  T h e b ridge h as b een l igh ted in th e 
past by caring prankster residents. Soon it will be officially lighted, thanks to an agreement between the Town 
of La Conner and the Skagit County government. Director of Public Works Brian Lease has done yeoman 
work to find magnet-held lights at a fraction of the cost of other options.             Conner ee l  e s le hoto
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LUNCH TUESDAY-FRIDAY
11:30 AM TO 3:00 PM

BRUNCH SATURDAY-SUNDAY
11:00 AM TO 3:00 PM

DINNER TUESDAY-SUNDAY
4:00 PM TO CLOSE

360 466 4261

Paid for by Friends of Bill Bruch
PO Box 804 · La Conner, WA 98257

BillBruchforHouse.com
End the state mandate by rejecting R-90.
Local school boards and parents should

decide whether or not CSE should be offered

In his new encyclical, “Fratel-
li Tutti,” Pope Francis affi  rms 
and applies the principles of 
Catholic social teaching to the 
“new things” of 2020: a global 
pandemic, an economic crisis, 
political polarization and social 
isolation and exclusion. The pope 
insists that those who are poor or 
vulnerable, those who live with 
disabilities or discrimination and 
immigrants and refugees are not 
issues or problems but sisters and 
brothers, part of one human fam-
ily. 

Through the centuries, popes 
have written encyclicals on im-
portant issues, sometimes ad-
dressed to bishops, other times 
to all Catholics, more recently to 
all people. As its name implies, 
an encyclical is a “circular letter” 
to be spread throughout a com-
munity. (The word comes from 
the Greek egkyklios, with kyklos 
meaning a circle). By using the 
encyclical format, Francis is an-
nouncing he has something im-
portant to say and he wants peo-
ple to pay attention. 

This letter is addressed to ev-

eryone: women and men, Cath-
olics and people of every faith 
and no faith, women and men of 
every nation, race, and ethnicity, 
rich and poor, powerful and pow-
erless, every member of the hu-
man family. In the fi rst sentence 
and throughout, the letter refers 
to “fratelli tutti” (all brothers and 
sisters). The document covers a 
range of topics from digital cul-
ture, migrants, economics, nu-
clear weapons and other global 
issues. 

As the world grapples with 
a pandemic the new papal doc-
ument calls for a politics that 
rejects the “virus” of radical in-
dividualism and builds up the 
common good, with the 83-year-
old pope off ering the gospel story 
of the Good Samaritan and the 
fi gure of St. Francis of Assisi, 
his namesake, as guides. The en-
cyclical is an attempt to bring a 
“bleeding and broken world back 
to health” and is “a devastating 
challenge to our economic, politi-
cal and ecological life.” 

Francis explains his encyclical 
was inspired by “brothers and sis-

ters who are not Catholic,” such 
as Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, 
Jr., the Anglican Archbishop Des-
mond Tutu and India’s Mahatma 
Gandhi. He calls for all religions 
to build up human fraternity. Ear-
ly on in the encyclical, he refer-
ences St. Francis of Assisi’s 1219 
peace mission to cross the lines of 
the crusades and meet the sultan 
of Egypt in a bid to end the con-
fl ict. 

Laying out a comprehensive 
vision for how the world should 
change after the coronavirus pan-
demic, Pope Francis imagines 
societies that are more caring, 
more focused on helping those 
in need and fundamentally less 
attached to the principles of mar-
ket capitalism. Among things the 
pope puts up for discussion: trick-
le-down economics, the world’s 
unfair distribution of wealth, con-
tinued use of the just war theory 
and the death penalty. 

The encyclical expresses strong 
views on capital punishment, war 
and economics, but the pope 
writes with nuance. He off ers no 
simple solutions, instead encour-
aging dialog and inclusion: ev-
eryone must be brought into the 
decision-making process to deal 
with the world’s challenges. He 
speaks eloquently of kindness 
that involves “speaking words 
of comfort, strength, consola-
tion and encouragement” and not 
“words that demean, sadden, an-
ger or show scorn.” 

Father Paul Magnano is parish 
priest in the Skagit Valley Cath-
olic Churches. His refl ections on 
“Fratelli Tutti” will continue next 
week.

Pope Francis to us: ‘You got mail’

him in the Partners in Care case in 
Whatcom County Superior Court 
for over $1.5 million “based upon 
fraud and the fraudulent acts of 
the defendant.” Documents iden-
tifi ed the plaintiff , Partners in 
Care, as a successor trustee for 
John Blackmore. On Aug. 14, 
1998, Bruch was  found in default 
for a second time, with a judg-
ment against him based upon al-
legations of fraud for $184,660 in 
favor of plaintiff  Geraldine Dixon 
in the same court. Bruch did not 
appear or provide a defense in ei-
ther case, court records show.

The Blackmore suit, brought in 
May 1998 by Partners in Care, as 
trustee, claimed that Bruch ad-
vised Blackmore that if he loaned 
money to Bruch for purposes 
of investing, Blackmore would 
“save on taxes,” “get a high rate 
of return,” “earn a steady in-
come,” and “have 100% liquid-
ity” and based upon “the above 
representations and inducements 
made by Bruch, Blackmore gave 
Bruch a series of ‘loans/invest-
ments’ totaling $1.044,225.38.” 

Bruch gave him receipts “show-
ing that such funds were received 
by ‘Agent Bill Bruch.’” Copies 
of all signed receipts, promissory 
notes and assignments are exhib-
its to the complaint. The com-
plaint further alleged that the rep-
resentations made by Bruch were 
“false,” that Bruch “knew the 
representations he made to Black-
more were false,” and he “intend-
ed” Blackmore to rely upon these 
representations. Finally, it alleged 
that “Blackmore lacked the men-
tal capacity to make sound fi nan-
cial investments.”

Contrary to Bruch’s assertions 
and denials, court records show 
that in addition to being served a 
summons on June 5, 1998 in Bell-
ingham, he was deposed by plain-
tiff ’s attorney about the fraud alle-
gations in the complaint. 

Similarly, court records in 
the Dixon case show that Bruch 
was served a summons and com-
plaint on June 11 (just days after 
the Blackmore summons) at the 
same Bellingham address. Exhib-
its to this complaint show Dix-
on made Bruch loans/invest-

ments ranging from $36,237 to 
$74,445 in 1996 and 1998, mon-
ies that comprised her life savings 
and that of her ailing mother. The 
complaint alleges that Bruch told 
Dixon “about investment oppor-
tunities that he knew or should 
have known did not exist” and 
that he “made these misrepresen-
tations in order to defraud plain-
tiff  of her money.” Additionally, 
the complaint alleged that Bruch 
violated Washington’s Consumer 
Protection Act as well as appli-
cable state and federal securities 
laws. 

After a default judgment was 
entered against Bruch in 1998, he 
failed to pay the monies owing in 
full over the next seven years. 

On June 27, 2005, the court en-
tered a writ of garnishment to 
Associated Credit Service, Inc. 
to enable it to collect the judg-
ment against “William Bruch 
Estate Planning, Inc. whose 
residence and/or business loca-
tion is PO Box 804, La Conner, 
WA 98257.” P.O. Box 804 is 
both Bruch’s personal and cam-
paign mailing address in La Con-
ner. 

These judgments were the basis 
of Bruch being denied a license 
to become a mortgage broker 
in May 2008. The Division of 
Consumer Services of the Wash-
ington Department of Financial 
Institutions reviewed his appli-
cation and entered a Statement 
of Charges to deny his applica-
tion based on “Factual Allega-
tions” fi nding “Excessive Liens 
or Judgments,” and citing the two 
1998 Whatcom County Superior 
Court judgments. The “Grounds 
for Entry of Order” found Bruch 
failed “to demonstrate charac-
ter and general fi tness such as 
to command the confi dence of 
the community and to warrant 
a belief that the business will 
be operated honestly and fairly 
within the purposes of the Act.” 
Additionally, Bruch failed “to 
meet the requirements of RCW 
19.146.300(1) and (2) and RCW 
19.146.310(1) (b) by failing to 
provide an accurate and complete 
license application.” 




