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By Kai Curry
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“There is a lot to be done. COVID-19 
economic recovery, racial inequity. It’s 
humbling to see that, for my candidacy 
as a woman who is half Korean and 
half Black, the enthusiasm extends 
beyond the district…What it means to 
finally have representation—that’s a big 
deal that sometimes gets overlooked,” 
Marilyn Strickland told the Northwest 
Asian Weekly. The Democratic hopeful 
for Washington’s 10th Congressional 
District is running for the seat, which is 
being vacated by Denny Heck, who is 
now running for Lieutenant Governor. If 
elected, Strickland will be the first Black 
woman from the Pacific Northwest and 
the first Korean American woman in 
Congress.

“You’re representing your district and 
your state, but your presence at the table 

see STRICKLAND on 12

Here are the Northwest Asian Weekly 
publisher's choices for the Nov. 3, 2020 
November election ballot. 

FEDERAL

President/Vice President
Joseph R. Biden / Kamala D. Harris

Congressional District 7, 
U.S. Representative
Pramila Jayapal

Congressional District 8, 
U.S. Representative
Kim Schrier

Congressional District 9, 
U.S. Representative
Adam Smith

Congressional District 10, 
U.S. Representative
Marilyn Strickland

STATE RACES

Governor
Jay Inslee

Lt. Governor
Denny Heck

Secretary of State
Kim Wyman

State Treasurer
Duane Davidson

State Auditor
Pat (Patrice) McCarthy

Attorney General
Bob Ferguson

Commissioner of Public Lands
Hilary Franz

Superintendent of Public Instruction
Chris Reykdal

Insurance Commissioner
Mike Kreidler

Legislative District 1, 
State Representative Pos. 1
Davina Duerr

Legislative District 11, 
State Senator
Bob Hasegawa

Legislative District 11, 
State Representative Pos. 1
Zack Hudgins

Legislative District 32, 
State Representative Pos. 1
Cindy Ryu

Legislative District 33, 
State Representative Pos. 2
Mia Su-Ling Gregerson

see ENDORSEMENTS on 11

King County Elections (KCE) tweeted 
on Oct. 20 that it picked up an estimated 
164,000 ballots from drop boxes in 
the first five days after mailing out the 
ballots.

“That’s more than 10x the previous 
record and is AMAZING. Keep 'em 
coming! We're now picking up at least 
twice a day at all boxes with more for our 
higher traffic locations,” it said.

KCE mailed out nearly 1.4 million 
ballots to registered voters across King 
County last week for this year’s general 
election. King County is projecting 
90% for this election, or approximately 
1,287,000 ballots returned. This would 
be a record-breaking turnout with the 
previous high of 85% in 2012.

Director Julie Wise said, “Our state has 
layers upon layers of physical and cyber 
security measures in place to protect 

your vote and our elections. We’ve got 
this.”

Featuring an 18-inch ballot, this 
year’s election is comprised of 64 races, 
including a total of 118 federal and state 
candidates. There are 22 measures, with 
16 local and six state. Included are state, 
county, city, school, and special purpose 
district measures.

If you haven’t already received your 
ballot, call KCE at 206-296-VOTE 
(8683). Ballots must be postmarked by 
Election Day, Nov. 3, or returned to one 
of the 73 ballot drop box locations across 
the county. 

The deadline to register to vote online 
is Oct. 26. Voters can register and vote 
through 8 p.m. on Election Day at any 
of KCE’s Vote Center locations around 
King County. 

Marilyn StricklandMarilyn Strickland
First Korean American congresswoman?

Marilyn Strickland

Endorsements

King County Elections 
on early voter turnout: 
Keep ’em coming!

THE INSIDE STORY
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CAPITOL ONE from 5

Amazon software engineer who went 
by the online alias “erratic,” has a 
history of stalking and threatening to 
kill people and to get herself killed by 
police. And police in Mountain View, 
California, said she also threatened 
to shoot up an undisclosed company 
while she was living with Quan.

Thompson’s lawyers have denied 
those accusations and have said she is 
not violent.

Capital One said 140,000 Social 
Security numbers and 80,000 bank 
account numbers were obtained in 
the hack. The breach was among the 
largest on record involving a major U.S. 
financial institution.

Her trial was originally set for 
November but it was moved to Feb. 8, 
2021. 

STRICKLAND from 1

means a lot to a lot of people. You have a duty and 
responsibility to pay it forward and do the work so our 
society is more inclusive and more diverse,” Strickland 
continued. 

The Weekly asked the former mayor of Tacoma, who 
is competing for the position against Republican Beth 
Doglio, why she is the better candidate. 

“I am running, like I always have, on my qualifications 
of leadership and experience, but the representation topic 
is of critical importance, especially now, given the times 
that we’re in. Our delegation, which is a very strong 
one, representing us in Washington, D.C., does not have 
someone of Korean or African American background, 
so this opportunity to bring my voice, my experience, 
and the people I want to represent, will make us better 
and better at policy making.” 

Strickland emphasized her own lived experience as 
crucial to her candidacy. Born in Seoul, South Korea, 
her father was a military man. 

“He met my mother, who is Korean, and our family 
came to the United States when I was very young.” 
Strickland’s family ended up in the Pacific Northwest 
because of Fort Lewis. “I attended public schools. I am 
lucky because education and doing well in school was a 
value my parents instilled in me, especially my mother, 
that I did my homework, making sure I was doing things 
that would enhance my education. She knew that she 
didn’t get to have a complete formal education and she 
wanted that for me very badly. It wasn’t if you go to 
college, it was when you go to college. She knew that this 
would be the one opportunity…coming to America…
It’s interesting because I’m considered generation 1.5 
because I was born in Seoul but raised here.”

When asked what work she has done to assist Asian 
Americans and Pacific Islanders (AAPIs), Strickland 
cited her achievements with the community, including 
standing behind the Chinese Reconciliation Project and 
coordinating trade [visits] to Asia during her time as 
mayor. 

“The people who are endorsing me…a lot of national 
organizations and even here at home, including Andrew 
Yang, who ran for president, Lua Pritchard…a lot of 
people who have represented businesses, nonprofits, and 
government are getting behind me. It’s a testament to the 
work I’ve done and the work I will do. I’m proud to have 
leaders from the AAPI community support me because 
they know me and they know the work that I’ve done 
and the work that I will do.”

Rep. Grace Meng (D-New York), 
who garnered media attention lately 
for the onslaught of hate mail she 
received after protesting anti-Asian 
violence, is one of Strickland’s 
supporters.

“Marilyn is a proven leader with 
a record of standing up for families 
and leading communities out of 
economically challenging times, and 

I am so excited at the prospect of her being the first 
Korean American woman elected to Congress. Marilyn 
understands the issues that matter to all of the AAPI 
community, and I know she will be an ally in the fight 
to stand up for America’s families. I look forward to 
working with Marilyn in Congress to build opportunity 
and improve the lives of all Americans,” said Meng, 
who is the Chair in Congress for Asian Americans & 
Pacific Islanders Rising & Empowering Political Action 
Committee.

“I am looking forward to serving the people of the 
South Sound, helping our community rebuild and recover 
from this crisis, and making our economy stronger and 
more inclusive than ever before,” said Strickland in a 
recent news release. 

In her view, there are three components to COVID-19 
recovery. 

“First and foremost, we need a national strategy to 
address this pandemic because we don’t have one.” The 
strategy should include investing in testing, contact 
tracing—a subject of much attention now that President 
Trump himself contracted the coronavirus—and “the 
President having a national plan, including producing 
and manufacturing the equipment that we need at home, 
so we don’t have to wait.” 

Strickland recognized the impact the coronavirus and 
shut down have had on AAPIs locally and nationally, 
and that if the crisis does get under control, AAPI 
businesses will continue to suffer because of people’s 
fear of showing up in public. 

“Until we have people feeling completely comfortable, 
we can’t have a full reopening,” she emphasized. In 
Washington state, Strickland pointed out our reliance 
on tourism. “People in our communities are employed 
in the hospitality industry and that has an impact on 
our community…As Congress looks at creating relief 
packages…getting the money into the hands of people…
we have to be very intentional about ensuring those 
funds are coming to our communities…that money goes 
where it’s needed most and that our communities are not 
left out.”

Strickland, whose love of travel has been severely 
curtailed by COVID-19, as it has for the rest of the 
world, has been married since 2011 to Patrick Irwin, the 
longest serving principal in a high school in Washington 
state, at Lincoln High School. The couple had a pact 
where “every year we would travel domestically and 
internationally to places we’ve never visited, and learn 
about other cultures and countries around the world.” 
The couple enjoy live music, watching movies and films, 
and are sports fans. Strickland has two stepdaughters.

She did not always think she would be where she is 
now—running for Congress. 

“I didn’t think early on I was going into politics. I 
accidently fell into it. I had lunch with a man who was 
the mayor of Tacoma at the time, Brian Ebersole, but he 
was my guidance counselor, and he got me into politics.”

Strickland urged AAPI voters to turn out in this 
tumultuous time. 

“We are the largest, fastest growing minority group, 
but our participation rate isn’t what it could be. I know 
there are barriers. We have to make a concerted effort 
to show up and vote and do it early. Sometimes our 
participation can be the difference between someone 
winning or losing, from president to your local races.” 
She advised people to ask for help if they need it. 

“There’s the myth of the model minority. People think 
we’re already voting the way we should. Sometimes the 
barriers are as simple as a local party not reaching out to 
us or us being reticent to ask for help…The voting offices 
are cooperating, and they want us to participate. If you 
don’t show up…we’re aren’t going to get the results we 
want.” 

Kai can be reached at info@nwasianweekly.com.

Rep. Grace Meng 
(D-New York)

Marilyn Strickland

DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARITY. Receive max-
imum value of write off for your taxes. Running or 
not! All conditions accepted. Free pickup. Call for 
details, 855-635-4229.

ELIMINATE GUTTER CLEANING FOREVER! Le-
afFilter, the most advanced debris-blocking gutter 
protection. Schedule a FREE LeafFilter estimate to-
day. 15% off Entire Purchase. 10% Senior & Military 
Discounts. Call 1-888-360-1582.

GENERAC Standby Generators. The weather is 
increasingly unpredictable. Be prepared for power 
outages. FREE 7-year extended warranty ($695 
value!). Schedule your FREE in-home assessment 
today. Call 1-888-674-7053. Special financing for 
qualified customers.


