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Proctor 
finishes third 
in bull event

SPANISH FORK, Utah — Lake 
Roosevelt graduate Shane Proctor fin-
ished third in the Spanish Fork Fiesta 
Days Xtreme 
Bulls event 
July 20.

Total pay-
off for the 
event was 
$40,420.

Stock 
contractors 
were Fron-
tier Rodeo 
and Powder 
River Rodeo. 
Okanogan 
graduate J.J. 
Harrison, 
Walla Walla, 
was the 
clown/bar-
rel man and 
specialty act.
     Bulls —1, 
Clayton 
Sellars, 
90 on Frontier Rodeo’s Trophy 
Rack, $12,126. 2, Boudreaux 
Campbell, 87.5, $9,297. 3, Shane 
Proctor, 85, $6,871. 4 (tie), Ruger 
Piva and Elliot Jacoby, 84, $3,638 
each. 6, (tie) Daylon Swearingen 
and Brady Portenier, 83, $1,819 
each. 8, Trey Kimzey, 75, $1,213. 

Oval racing 
suspended 
in Republic

REPUBLIC — A statewide 
change in the number of peo-
ple who may gather in Safe Start 
Phase 3 counties has led Eagle 
Track Raceway officials to suspend 
the racing schedule until further 
notice.

Races had been planned today, July 
25, at the dirt track off Pendry Road 
south of town.

“We are working hard to find 
positive ways to continue racing in 
Republic,” said an announcement 
from the track. “Although we are 
disappointed, we are following the 
guidelines set forth.”

Organizers said they would keep 
people posted on possible reopening, 
and urged folks to support businesses 
in Republic and surrounding areas 
that support the track.

“Please support our track if we 
need the help in the coming weeks,” 
organizers said.

The track may be available to rent 
for private testing and tuning.

Nuehring scores 
high in pinochle

OKANOGAN – Debbie Nuehring 
had high score in pinochle July 21 
at the Okanogan Eagles Club and 
participated on two teams with 300 
pinochle.

Nuehring had 8,550 points. 
George Dunckel came in second 
with 8,370.

Partners with 300 pinochle were 
George Dunckel and Debbie Nueh-
ring, George Dunckel and Peggy 
Myers, George Dunckel and Bill Bru-
ton, and Diana Sauceda and Debbie 
Nuehring.

Partners with around the horn 
were George Dunckel and Buck 
Workman, and Dick Fuller and Bill 
Bruton.

WIAA sets sports seasons
Football moves to 
spring; fallback season 
set for other sports

By DEE CAMP
The Chronicle

RENTON — Fall usually means 
football at high schools around the 
state, but this year’s gridiron season 
won’t happen until spring.

Some other sports also will have 
different seasons.

The Washington 
Interscholastic 
Activities Asso-
ciation executive 
board decided 
July 23 to modify 
the 2020-21 sports 
season calendar in 
light of the COVID-
19 pandemic.

The board 
created four 
WIAA-sanctioned 
seasons and will 
also move moder-
ate- and high-risk 
team sports, origi-
nally scheduled for 
the fall season, to 
WIAA Season 3.

Local schools’ 
officials are taking 
a wait-and-see 
approach to the 
four-season plan.

“I appreciate all 
the work that the 
WIAA has put in 
over the summer,” 
said Kevin Daling, athletic director for 
the Okanogan School District. “I think 
their plan is the best we could ask for 
right now.”

“It is still too early for us to know 
the impact of this decision,” said 
Steve McCullough, Tonasket School 
District superintendent. “We still do 
not even know if we will be allowed 
to return to a face-to-face school 
model in the fall.

“We want to provide as many 
opportunities as we can, recognizing 
the importance of extracurricular 
activities in the education of our 
students.”

Omak Athletic Director Joe LaGrou 
said counties need to be in at least 
Phase 3 to have athletic participa-
tion, “so we are continually relying 
on guidance from the WIAA, the 
health department, and the school 
district superintendent and board of 
directors.”

Sept. 7 start set

Cross country, slowpitch softball, 
and alternative seasons for golf and 
tennis would be in Season 1, tenta-
tively set for Sept. 7 to Nov. 8.

Each would begin practices the 
week of Sept. 7, as set by the WIAA 
executive board at a previous 
meeting.

The remaining fall sports of girls’ 
soccer, 1B/2B boys’ soccer, volleyball 
and football will move to the early 
spring of 2021 as part of WIAA Season 
3. Tentative Season 3 dates are March 
8 to May 2.

The boys’ soccer change wouldn’t 
affect local teams, even though most 
are in the B ranks, because they all 
opt up to 1A, which plays in the 
spring, for post-season play, said 
Daling.

“So, according to the WIAA’s plan, 

our boys’ soccer season would be 
with the rest of the traditional spring 
sports in Season 4, while our girls’ 
soccer program would have their sea-
son during Season 3,” Daling said.

With the four-season proposal, 
“don’t anticipate students being 
forced to choose a sport in the 1A 
classification,” said LaGrou.

“The important item to notice is 
that we can plan for the future, but we 
will need to have flexibility with the 
scheduling contests, depending on 
the phase the county is in, the gover-
nor, the health department’s director, 
and the school board’s guidance,” he 
said.

The viability of girls’ swimming and 
diving taking place in WIAA Season 
1 is dependent on more information 
from the state Department of Health, 
said WIAA officials.

No local schools offer swimming 
and diving.

“The board recognizes that partic-
ipation in any fall sports will depend 
on county progression through the 
phases laid out in Gov. (Jay) Inslee’s 
Safe Start plan over the coming 
weeks,” said WIAA. “The executive 
board will create benchmarks on July 
28 to be met in order for WIAA Sea-
son 1 to take place.

“If the benchmarks are not met, the 
board will plan to move the remain-
der of fall sports to WIAA Season 3.”

Hoops, wrestling stay put

Traditional winter sports — bas-
ketball, bowling, boys’ swimming 
and diving, gymnastics, competitive 
cheerleading and wrestling — would 
take place in WIAA Season 2, with the 
expectation to begin in late Decem-
ber or early January.

Tentative Season 2 dates are Jan. 4 

to March 7.
Traditional spring sports will 

occupy WIAA Season 4, tentatively set 

for May 3 to June 27.

OLYMPIA — The Washing-
ton State Parks and Recre-
ation Commission is limiting 
the number of visitors at two 
state parks in Chelan County.

To avoid overcrowding, 
Lake Chelan and Lake 
Wenatchee state parks staff 
will close day-use areas to 
additional visitors when park-
ing lots become full. The mea-
sure started Friday, July 24.

Signs will be posted at park 
entrances when they reach 
capacity. Park staff will also 
monitor entrances to edu-
cate visitors who attempt to 
access the park on foot.

“We want to provide the 

public with enjoyable out-
door recreation opportunities 
this summer,” said region 
manager Ryan Layton. “But 
we need to do it safely by 
following state public health 
guidelines.” 

Both parks have been 
experiencing high visitation 
this summer, making it hard 
for visitors and staff to main-
tain social distances. Crowd-
ing is a particular problem in 
swimming areas.

Washington State Parks is 
asking visitors to follow state 
guidelines for responsible 
recreation when planning 
a trip to any state park, 

especially more popular 
destinations such as Lake 
Chelan and Lake Wenatchee. 
The public should avoid 
parking on county roads to 
access parks on foot.

Visitors should check which 
parks are open before head-
ing out, avoid crowds and be 
prepared to go somewhere 
else if the park is at capacity, 
said agency officials.

State parks reopened day-
use areas in early May after 
a five-week closure because 
of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Camping began reopening 
June 1. To date, not all state 
parks have reopened.

Parks agency deals with overcrowding

WASHINGTON STATE PARKS
Lake Wenatchee State Park suffers from overcrowding.

AL CAMP | The Chronicle
Shane Proctor is dumped from 
Major Spirit during saddle 
bronc riding at the 2018 Omak 
Stampede. He fared better in 
bull riding recently in Utah.

AL CAMP | The 
Chronicle

JJ Harrison rides 
into the Omak 
Stampede Arena 
in 2018. He 
participated in a 
July 20 rodeo in 
Utah.

AL CAMP | The Chronicle
Joseph Bucsko (26), Omak, grabs Okanogan’s Brad Ingram during the Nov. 1, 2019, Backyard Brawl 
football game between the two high schools. This year’s football season is moved to spring under the 
Washington Interscholastic Activities Association sports restarting plan.

AL CAMP | The Chronicle
Lexi LaDoux (center) leads Omak’s Katie Walker (left) and teammate 
Olivia Richards during a cross country meet last October.
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Katie Haven
f o r
Okanogan County

Commissioner 
District 2

MY PRIORITIES
▪ Completing the Comprehensive Plan

▪ Addressing the lack of affordable housing

▪ Promoting public health best practices

▪ Building resilience to a changing climate

I want to lead this county into a future 

that we can be proud of – one that preserves 

our traditional rural lifestyle and values with a 

thoughtful growth plan for future generations.
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‘Check Out Washington’ 
pass program expands

July 29, 2020
CLUES ACROSS
 1. Central processing unit
 4. Military action
10. How electricity gets to 

train carriages (abbr.)
11. Unsafe
12. Of (French)
14. Autonomic nervous 

system
15. Type of bean
16. Accuse formally of a 

crime
18. Promote
22. Type of lava
23. Meat from a deer
24. Herbaceous plants
26. Potato state
27. Helsinki neighborhood
28. Sports officials
30. Shout wildly
31. Reptile genus
34. Frocks
36. Born of
37. N. Scandinavian 

indigenous people
39. Poultry cage
40. Aquatic insect genus
41. Of I
42. Ad __:  tirelessly 

repetitive
48. Item
50. Produce
51. Seedless raisin
52. Bond in a third party’s 

control
53. Legendary character 

__ Finn
54. Space station
55. Note at the end of a 

letter
56. In a way, contradicted
58. Midway between 

northeast and east
59. Bears important traffic

60. Brooklyn hoopster

CLUES DOWN
 1. Presides
 2. Artist’s tool
 3. On a higher floor
 4. Commercial
 5. Something to watch
 6. Chased
 7. Commercial producers
 8. Keyboard instrument
 9. Blue grass state
12. Phonograph recording
13. Unusual
17. Popular average
19. A native or inhabitant 

of Asia
20. N. Sweden river
21. Related on the mother’s 

side
25. Mediator

29. Partner of to
31. Arm bones
32. Korean seafood dish
33. Tap of the foot
35. Astronauts
38. Carolina footballer
41. Indiana city
43. Of or relating to bears
44. Not widely known
45. Body part
46. At the peak
47. High-pitched cries of 

a cat
49. A way to intimidate
56. Prosecutor
57. Atomic #66

Answers on
B4

SPORTS
WIAA outlines 
four-season plan 

from page B1

“Since March, the philos-
ophy of our association has 
been to allow students every 
chance to participate,” said 
WIAA Executive Director Mick 
Hoffman. “We’ve asked our 
executive board and planning 
committees to be as creative as 
possible in allowing for those 
opportunities.

“These are tough and unprec-
edented decisions to make, 
but it has been inspiring to see 
so many people around the 
state come together to work on 
behalf of students.”

The board and planning 
committees are working under 
the return-to-activity guidelines 
supported and co-authored 
by the National Federation of 
High Schools, state Department 
of Health and the Governor’s 
Office, and sport-specific guide-
lines from WIAA committees 
made up of coaches, athletic 
directors, students, officials and 
local health professionals.

Guidelines can be found on 
the WIAA website.

Four-sport athletes?

If there is a silver lining, it’s 
that if cross country is allowed 
in Season 1, athletes could 
potentially play four different 
sports this year, said Daling.

“Our coaches are going to be 
busy,” he said. “We might have 
some (middle school) and (high 

OLYMPIA — The “Check 
Out Washington” Discover 
Pass borrowing program has 
resumed.

Washington State Parks and 
the Washington State Library 
restarted the program as state 
parks and public libraries 
begin to reopen.

Check Out Washington 
allows customers of partici-
pating libraries to borrow a 
Discover Pass for one week. 
The program, which launched 
last year in 37 library locations, 
now serves nearly 175 libraries 
in most parts of the state, said 
the state agencies.

North Central Regional 
Library System is a participant.

Library card holders may 
use the pass to access parks 

and recreation lands managed 
by Washington State Parks, the 
state Department of Fish and 
Wildlife and the state Depart-
ment of Natural Resources.

Last year, libraries lent activ-
ity backpacks with binoculars, 
field guides and Discover 
passes.

Most will lend the pass by 
itself this summer because 
of sanitation considerations. 
People can contact their local 
participating library for more 
information. 

In addition to Check Out 
Washington, several libraries 
offer pass programs through 
which patrons can visit muse-
ums and other cultural attrac-
tions at no charge, said state 
officials.

school) seasons and coaches 
that overlap, but we’ll just 
have to roll with the punches 
and cross those bridges at the 
time. That kind of thing will 
be a good problem to have 
because it will mean that we 
are playing.”

WIAA earlier said participa-
tion will need to take place in a 
setting that doesn’t jeopardize 
the health and well-being of 
students or their communities.

Still unknown is how the 
association will address com-
petitions for athletes whose 
counties are in different phases 
of the Safe Start plan.

For example, Phase 2 Okano-
gan County regularly competes 
with schools in Chelan, Doug-
las and Grant counties. Chelan 
and Douglas counties remain 
in Phase 1, while Grant is in 
Phase 2.

Gathering sizes differ, 
depending on phase.

Ferry County is in Phase 3, 
while many schools against 
which its districts’ teams 
compete are in Stevens, Pend 
Oreille and Spokane counties 
— Stevens and Pend Oreille are 
in Phase 3, while Spokane is in 
Phase 2.

Omak, as the only class 1A 
school in the area, will compete 
against Caribou Trail League 
schools that are all outside of 
the county and in lower phases 
than Okanogan County.

Superintendent Michael Por-
ter said it’s unclear how Omak 
teams will fare as far as having 
competition.

Championships are 
unknown quantity

Championships are another 
unknown. Earlier this summer, 
WIAA said that while it’s not 
ideal, it intends to conduct a 
regular season and champion-
ships even if all schools are not 
able to participate.

Daling said athletic directors 
expect to receive more infor-
mation this week about state 
tournaments and how many 
contests each program will be 
allowed during the abbreviated 
seasons.

“That will give us a better 
idea of what our potential 
schedules could look like and 
the possibility of non-league 
games,” he said.

“We will have a clearer 
course to follow in the upcom-
ing month,” said LaGrou.

“The WIAA is going to give 
further guidance soon to help 
provide more clarification,” he 
said. “There should be addi-
tional answers to questions 
from the WIAA, such as the 
regular season contest lim-
itations and the post-season 
formats.”

The association also has 
issued a document offering 
guidance for opening high 
school athletics and activities.

Masks, COVID-19 screening, 
officials’ whistles, and locker 
room, practice and transpor-
tation physical distancing are 
addressed, along with other 
situations.

WIAA acknowledged the 
loss of the spring 2020 sports 
season and said it wants to 
avoid that kind of situation 
again.

“Assuming positive cases 
will decrease as we move 
later in the year and into 
2021, and we can offer 
abbreviated seasons, none of 
the kids will lose an oppor-
tunity to compete,” Daling 
said.

WASHINGTON INTERSCHOLASTIC ACTIVITIES ASSOCIATION
Chart shows tentative season dates for the coming year’s high school sports.
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