
As the proposed medication-assist-
ed treatment (MAT) clinic in Sequim 
approaches a May 26 completion dead-
line, City of Sequim staff are almost 
done with another timeline milestone.

Comments closed on April 8 for 
the State Environmental Policy Act’s 
Mitigated Determination of Non-sig-

nificance (MDNS) application for the 
proposed 16,700-square-foot medical 
facility off South Ninth Avenue. Inside, 
doctors would dispense daily doses of 
methadone, Suboxone and Vivitrol for 
patients with opioid-use disorder and 
provide wrap-around services such as 
primary care, dental and childcare 
services.

City of Sequim senior planner Tim 
Woolett said he received 64 com-

ments on the project’s environmen-
tal review, and he asked Jamestown 
S’Klallam Tribe’s architect Suzanne 
Pontecorvo with Rice Fergus Miller 
Architecture to clarify some elements 
by April 26.

Some of those clarifications include 
further explanation for groundwa-
ter and stormwater, and regulatory 
controls for hazardous materials (i.e. 
blood, needles, etc.).

For the first time since 
the initial COVID-19 case 
was diagnosed on the North 
Olympic Peninsula on March 
6, no additional cases were 
discovered in Clallam or 
Jefferson counties this past 
weekend.

Health officers from both 
counties started to look 
ahead this week to future 
testing conditions and which 
parts of the economy might 
be targeted to reopen first 
following the expiration of 

Organizers of the 125th Sequim 
Irrigation Festival look to keep the 
oldest continuing festival in the 
state going this fall.

They’ve rescheduled the festival’s 
Kick-Off Dinner and royalty float 
unveiling for Saturday, Sept. 19, 
at 7 Cedars Casino, and all of the 
festival’s regular events over two 
weekends Oct. 2-11.

Events will run the same times 
in October as previously scheduled 
in May, such as the Grand Parade at 
noon on Oct. 10.

Events were postponed in March 
as regulations began to go in place 
for group gatherings regarding the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

Deon Kapetan, the festival’s 

executive director, said they’re 
preparing for smaller attendance at 
the festival as people may opt to stay 
home because of uncertainties with 
the novel coronavirus.

“Most of our stuff is very local 
and will remain on a smaller scale 
with our friends and neighbors,” 
Kapetan said.

“We’re not sure what parade sea-
son will look like going forward. It 
will be very toned down.”

Each summer, the festival’s roy-
alty travel to parades across Western 
Washington promoting Sequim, 
but Kapetan said it’s uncertain 
when their first parade will be.

This year’s royalty — queen 
Lindsey Coffman, prince Logan 
Laxson, princess Alicia Pairadee 
and princess Olivia Preston — were 

selected on March 7 at the Scholar-

ship Pageant.

“We’re going to have a leaner trav-

eling schedule because it’s what’s 

best for the royalty,” Kapetan said.

“At the same time, when it’s safe 

and we can feel a comfort level then 

we can have have them on a float 

and in smiling attire.”

When organizers postponed the 

festival, they planned to unveil 

the float on May 1 in Downtown 

Sequim, but they’ve since opted not 

to do that.

“We think it would create a gath-

ering, and we don’t want people 

to think we’re being preemptive,” 
Kapetan said.

If organizers do attend a parade 
this summer with the new float, she 
said they may post it on the festival’s 
Facebook page.

That date, she said, is a “moving 
target.”

Kapetan said, “We’ve got some 
dates in mind.”

Full slate

Kapetan said festival volunteers 
have worked hard to reschedule 
events such as the carnival and 
fireworks show.

However, she noted, the resched-
uled dates are tentative and subject 
to local, state and federal guidelines 
regarding the coronavirus/CO-
VID-19 pandemic.

The festival’s board has contin-
ued to meet via online about sched-
uling and potential guidelines, such 

A Christmas present and 
an encounter with a social 
media post led two Sequim 
residents to help front-line 
nurses and at-risk locals 
alike fend off the 2019 novel 
coronavirus.

Brothers Aaron and Ryan 
Andrews are putting a 3-D 
printer they received last 
holiday season to use, pro-
ducing face shields for people 
from Georgia to California 
and Canada as well as some 
Jefferson County residents.

“It’s been nice to have a 
way to feel productive and 
helpful in this crisis,” Aaron 
Andrews, 20, said.

The idea started when 

the Andrews’ heard about 
the struggles of a family 
friend who is a nurse work-
ing directly with COVID-19 
patients in Georgia.

The friend sent out a re-
quest for personal protection 
equipment (PPEs), specifi-
cally suggesting that anyone 
with a 3-D printer could use 
them to make face shields. 
While his staff had some face 
shields they were having to 
share the PPEs and put a call 
out for equipment.

The family friend and wife 
also detailed their family’s 
struggles; being a front line 
worker means he essentially 
lives in the garage and has to 
wear significant protection 
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BY MICHAEL DASHIELL
Sequim Gazette

Brotherly love
Siblings use 3-D printer to make 
face shields for healthcare workers

Aaron Andrews displays face shields he and brother Ryan 
Andrews are making for a number of health care workers in 
local, regional and out-of-state communities. Photo courtesy 
of Leah Andrews

See MASKS, A-8

BY MATTHEW NASH
Sequim Gazette

Irrigation Festival shifts to October this year
Organizers hope for enough time 
to adjust to COVID-19 impact

Sequim Middle School’s band marches through the 2019 Sequim Irrigation 
Festival’s Grand Parade. Tentatively, the Grand Parade shifts to Oct. 10 
if group gathering restrictions are lifted due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Sequim Gazette photo by Michael Dashiell

See FESTIVAL, A-5

BY ZACH JABLONSKI
AND PIERRE LABOSSIERE
Olympic Peninsula News 

Group

Health officials look toward 
reopening area in early May
Peninsula 
counties count 
remains low 
for COVID-19

Bastian Hardtke, purchasing manager at Olympic Medical Center, left, takes a box from 
Boeing Employee’s Flying Associatiion member Doug Weller of Seattle after two aircraft 
containing 30,000 surgical masks for the hospital arrived on Thursday, April 16, at William 
R. Fairchild International Airport in Port Angeles. Keith Thorpe/Olympic Peninsula News GroupSee REOPEN, A-8

BY MATTHEW NASH
Sequim Gazette

Environmental impact comment period ends

See MAT, A-7

Complete MAT application due May 26



Gov. Jay Inslee’s “Stay Home, 
Stay Healthy” order May 4.

Testing kits are becoming 
more available for the health 
agencies to increase testing 
for respiratory patients, and 
Dr. Tom Locke, the Jefferson 
County health officer, predicts 
the county will soon have 
enough to test all patients with 
respiratory illnesses.

It should be easier to sort 
through potential cases, since 
the influenza season has 
abruptly ended, he said.

“Our testing protocols up to 
this point have been defined 
by scarcity; scarcity of lab 
resources, scarcity even of 
the specimen collection kits,” 
Locke said. “But those things 
are finally beginning to be 
fixed.”

Locke said the state received 
1 million testing swabs on 
Monday, and the state labs 
have built up their capacity.

“We think this week we will 
be able to finally do what we 
wanted to do all along, and that 
is very intensive testing,” he 
said. “Essentially test anyone 
with any kind of respiratory or 

COVID-like illness like fever 
or cough.”

Clallam County Health Offi-
cer Dr. Allison Unthank agreed 
Monday, saying the county is 
expanding its criteria for test-
ing. Any essential worker with 
even mild symptoms — fever, 
cough, shortness of breath — 
can now get tested, she said.

Those people are also urged 
to stay at home and not go out 
to work even with mild symp-
toms, she said.

“I do believe we have passed 
our peak in Clallam County,” 
Unthank said. “The trick is we 
have to get down the side a little 
further before social distanc-
ing can be relaxed.”

“Our last case was the end 
of last week,” she continued. 
“If we keep doing what we’re 
doing, and we keep physical 
distancing, we should be in a 
good spot by May 4.”

Unthank said health officials 
would like to see a “persistent” 
decrease in COVID-19 cases 
for at least two weeks before 
easing work restrictions.

Despite the downtrend in 
cases last week, she said there’s 
no reason to believe Inslee’s 
order will be lifted early.

“We are actually doing quite 
well,” Unthank said. “We know 
people are getting tired, but 

don’t plan on anything before 
May 4.”

“If everybody starts relax-
ing early and spending time 
in close quarters, we’ll see a 
rebound,” she said.

Neither county has so far 
seen a medical surge in cases 
that was initially predicted 
when the first cases began 
to be reported in the state, as 
social distancing and com-
munity mitigation methods 
have appeared to have been so 
far successful in limiting the 
spread of the virus, Locke told 
the Board of Jefferson County 
Commissioners on Monday in 
Port Townsend.

“Neither of us are really 
experiencing a medical surge,” 
Locke said. “We hope it stays 
that way, but we have no  
guarantees.”

Jefferson County has had 
28 confirmed cases, with no 
new cases reported for the last 
11 days, while Clallam County 
has 14 confirmed cases, the 
most recent two reported last 
Wednesday and believed to be 
an out-of-county transmis-
sion, officials said.

Jefferson County has a con-
ducted more than 700 tests 
and has a positive infection rate 
of 4 percent, according to Jef-
ferson County Public Health.

There have been 925 tests 
conducted in Clallam County, 
as of April 21, with 875 negative 
and 36 pending.

“This is only the first wave,” 
Locke cautioned. “Here in 

Washington state, we’re in the 
process of dealing with the 
first wave, but we think there 
is going to be other waves, and 
the overall imperatives of this 
is to try and control those as 
best we can.”

“The good news in this is we 
know that physical distancing 
works. It’s an extreme mea-
sure, it comes with enormous 
economic cost, but it does slow 
the progression of infection 
through the population.”

However, if restrictions are 
lifted too soon, the number of 
cases could potentially return 
to spreading rapidly and re-
verse the work that has been 
done so far, Locke said.

“In kind of the bad news with 
this, is the gains — especially 
in King County and Snohom-
ish — are precarious,” Locke 
said. “If, for instance, they were 
to stop community-mitigation 
efforts, they would start to be 
right back into exponential 
growth in one to two weeks.

“The projections are that 
their surge at this point it, if 
it resumed, would be three to 
five times worse than the surge 
that they’re having now.”

To start to reopen the econ-
omy, both health officers said 
more testing is needed, and 
Locke also wants to increase 
outbreak investigations, so if 
a case is confirmed, they can 
test everyone who has been in 
contact with the positive case 
to prevent further spread.

“When we get the positive 

test, we have to react very fast, 
very aggressively to investigate 
cases, identify contacts, get 
people appropriately isolated 
or quarantined,” Locke said. 
“Actually do all this within  
24 hours of learning of the 
case, and then do a bunch of 
things to monitor and support 
people during their isolation 
and quarantine.”

Unthank said changes she 
expects to see next month 
include companies needing 
to make sure employees have 
sick leave so they don’t come 
to work sick.

Some businesses that have 
workers close together may 
want to make some changes to 
create more physical distance 
between employees in the 
workplace, she added.

Unthank expects people 
who work outdoors in building 
trade and others who can eas-
ily maintain 6 feet of distance 
from others while on the job 
will likely be allowed first into 
the workplace, but that will 
depend on Inslee’s order.

Locke expected outdoor 
construction and recreational 
activities that pose the least 
amount of potential for infec-
tion to also be on the list.

Masks arrive

The Washington State Hos-
pital Association on April 16 
delivered 40,000 surgical face 
masks to Clallam County.

Of the masks that arrived 
last week, 30,000 went to 
Olympic Medical Center in 
Port Angeles and Sequim, 
and 10,000 were earmarked 
for Forks Community Hospi-
tal, authorities said.

Cassie Sauer, WSHA 
president and CEO, said the 

April 16 delivery to nine 
facilities statewide was just 
the first round, and more 
deliveries are expected.

The delivery of face 
masks is meant to prepare 
for an uptick in cases that is 
expected once the restric-
tions put in place by Gov. Jay 
Inslee’s stay-home order is 
lifted, Unthank said.

Health care workers are 
using masks daily as they 
see patients and perform 
tests.

“By getting more masks 
to our hospitals, it will keep 
our health care workers safe 
and help prevent the spread 
of infection,” Unthank said.

“We appreciate the Wash-
ington State Hospital Asso-
ciation for bolstering our 
procedural mask supply,” 
said Bobby Beeman, OMC 
spokesperson, in an email.

“As Olympic Medical 
Center encourages patients 
to continue to attend to their 
medical needs and seek the 
clinical care they require to 
be healthy and well, these 
masks will be incredibly 
valuable in those settings.

“We anticipate COVID-19 
being part of our way of life 
for some time, and having an 
adequate supply of these 
masks positions our organi-
zation well as we navigate 
an environment where 
masks aren’t easily attain-
able at times.”

WSHA is working with 
the Washington State Rural 
Health Collaborative to dis-
tribute the masks. Both 
organizations are donating 
the costs of logistics and 
transportation.

Volunteer pilots from the 
Boeing Employees’ Flying 
Association (BEFA) deliv-
ered the masks to OMC and 
Forks on Thursday by plane, 
officials said.

at home in order to keep his family safe, 
Facebook posts indicate.

That hit home with Aaron and Ryan, 
14, who see their father Ben Andrews 
— Clallam County Fire District 3 chief 
— go through a laborious process of 
disinfecting each day he comes home 
from work.

“He goes through a lot of work to get 
into this house,” Aaron joked.

The Sequim brothers soon got to work 
with the 3-D printer. The initial face 
shield design they found, Aaron said, 
was strong and sturdy but took between 
6-7 hours to complete. Soon, Aaron and 
Ryan found a more workable design that 
takes about 2½ hours per piece.

The design with shorter turnaround 
time was actually better, Ryan said, be-
cause they were just as durable, lighter 
(about 40 grams) and more comfort-
able for the healthcare workers on long 
shifts.

“You actually forget about them if 
you’re wearing them (for a while),”  

Ryan said.
“We’re hearing back from the teams 

who are getting it how light they are,” 
Leah said.

The process of making the masks 
isn’t terribly involved, the brothers said; 
after cleaning and heating the machine 
and then adding the filament, a coil of 
plastic, the printer does much of the rest.

With help from mom, Aaron and 
Ryan punched holes in the plastic 
shields. Finding material to complete 
the equipment was an issue, Leah said, 
as local stores had sold out of the elastic 
they’d need to secure the face shields to 
the users’ head; instead, the Andrews 
brothers turned to using heavy duty 
rubber bands that wound up working 
better than intended.

“(The nurses) were really happy,” 
Ryan said. “It was really cool to see how 
we could help out.”

Thanks to a social media post about 
their efforts, the Andrews boys started 
getting requests for face shields before 
their first order was completed. They’ve 
now donated shields to nurses and nurs-
ing homes from Chimacum and Port 
Townsend, Vancouver Island (B.C.) and 

California, sending along video instruc-
tions on how to put the face shields to-
gether and take them apart for cleaning.

“There’s so much need for it every-
where,” said Aaron, a Peninsula College 
student who, like his brother Ryan is 
now, was homeschooled.

The brothers’ efforts have seen a 
reciprocal effect, getting donations of 
filament for their project. But acetate is 
still a tough product to find, Aaron said.

“We’ve been really supported through 
this,” he said. “They enjoyed helping (us) 
just as we’ve enjoyed helping people.”

Prior to making the protective equip-
ment, Aaron and Ryan had used the 3-D 
printer to make headphone holders and 
soap dishes. Aaron created a box that 
holds a deck of cards as a Christmas 
present while Ryan printed out a handle 
for a knife and Ben used it to replicate a 
broken refrigerator piece.

Now, they’re busy filling orders for 
PPEs. The brothers estimate they’ve 
completed about 75 shields … and 
counting.

“It wasn’t something they sought to 
do,” Leah said, “but they) wanted to do 
something from home and feel safe.”

With statewide health officials 
urging residents to use masks in 
public settings where they can-
not maintain 6 feet of distance 
from others, Sequim and Olympic 
Peninsula residents remain hard 
at work making homemade masks 
for their neighbors.

Iris Courage, who moved with 
her husband Shannon to Sequim 
in January 2020 after nearly  
30 years in Pittsburgh, Pa., is a 
longtime seamstress and quilter 
who decided to use her skills by 
sewing face masks.

She recently donated a couple of 
dozen masks to the nursing staff at 
Jamestown Family Health Clinic.

Courage encourages residents 
to check out mask-making vid-
eos online through YouTube or 
Joann.com, or to contact her at  
icourage@comcast.net for assis-

tance or information.
The Sequim Face Masks Chal-

lenge continues to coordinate doz-
ens of volunteers as they sew and 
assemble masks and gowns for tier 
1, 2 and 3 healthcare and essential 
workers throughout the area.

While the frontline healthcare 
workers may need specific masks 
to work with suspected COVID-19 
patients, there are plenty of others 
in the community, from home 
health workers to staff at grocery 
stores and the like, who could use 
the sewn masks, co-coordinator 
Jim Stoffer said.

“Some protection is better than 
nothing,” he said.

And the need for masks 
hasn’t gone away weeks into the  
pandemic.

“It’s not as sprint; it’s going to be 
a long marathon,” co-coordinator 
Monica Dixson said.

The team’s “store” at Trinity 
United Methodist Church, 100 S. 

Blake Ave. is open 9 a.m.-noon, 
Monday-Friday, to pick up sup-
plies to make masks; drop-off 
donations are taken 9 a.m.-5 p.m.,  

Monday-Friday.
The Sequim Emergency Op-

erations Center’s drop-off site is 
Greywolf Elementary School, 171 
Carlsborg Road, where residents 
can donate/drop off masks, gowns 
and in particular a growing need 
for gloves.

The Clallam County Emergency 
Operations Center location is the 
Vern Burton Community Center, 
308 E. Fourth St., Port Angeles, 
open 10 a.m.-2 p.m., Monday-
Friday.

“The county will distribute the 
supplies to where they are needed 
most,” Clallam County emergency 
personnel said. “All donations of 
masks, gowns, gloves, will stay in, 
and be distributed to, our commu-
nity. They will not go elsewhere.”

Other drop-off centers include:
• Sequim Community Church, 

950 N. Fifth Ave., 9 a.m.-5 p.m., 
Monday-Friday (drop off donations 
only)

• Sound Community Bank, 
645 W. Washington St., 8:30 a.m.- 
6 p.m., Monday-Friday, 9:30 a.m.- 
1 p.m. Saturdays (mask donations 
only).

For more about the Sequim Face 
Masks Challenge and resources/
information, find the group on 
Facebook, see clallamcountyface-
masks.org, call/text 360-775-9781 
or email to sequimppeteam@
gmail.com.

Volunteer to help

Clallam County is still seek-
ing volunteers to help with the  
COVID-19 response effort.

Those who would like to volun-
teer are asked to contact Volunteer 
Services Coordinator Becca Yucha 
at byucha@co.clallam.wa.us.

Or, report directly to the Vern 
Burton Center, 308 E. Fourth St., 
Port Angeles, between 10 a.m.- 
2 p.m., Monday-Friday.
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Kevin Tracy
Financial Planner - FSC Securities Corporation 

149 W. Washington Street
Sequim, WA 98382

Ph: (360) 477-4322

Fax (360) 477-4534

www.tracywealthmanagement.com
Securities and investment advisory services offered through FSC Securities Corporation, Member 

FINRA/SIPC and a Registered Investment Adviser. Insurance Services offered through Tracy Wealth 
Management, which  is not affiliated with FSC Securities Corporation.
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GALLAHER
CONSTRUCTION
          LLC.

General Contractor

35 Years Experience
(20 years in Sequim)

(360) 775-9267

Smart
Small Homes

• Framing
• Doors
• Windows

Find us on
Facebook

Expert Siding

Over 100 Homes 
sided on the 

Olympic Peninsula 
Washington State License

#GALLACL831DL

042447726
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This product has intoxicating effects and may be habit forming.  Marijuana can impair 
concentration, coordination, and judgment.  Do not operate a vehicle of machinery under 
the influend of this drug.  There may be health risks associated with consumption of this 
product.  For use only by adults twenty-one and older.  Keep out of the reach of children. 

21+
1215 E Front St, Port Angeles 

360-406-4902 
sparketrnr.com

KEEP CALM 
& SPARKET

 420 Safety Sale begins 
4/18 til months End

Masks
From page A-1

Iris Courage works on handmade 
face masks she donated to  
Jamestown Family Health Clinic 
recently. Submitted photo

Mask mobilization efforts continue
BY MICHAEL DASHIELL
Sequim Gazette

Reopen
From page A-1

Ryan Andrews displays face shields he and brother Aaron 
Andrews are making for a number of health care workers in 
local, regional and out-of-state communities. Photo courtesy 
of Leah Andrews
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