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The folks who brought back the 4th of July

s Back in 1976, a group of civic-minded people got together to plan a 4th of July celebration, the first since 1916. On June 20, they had 
a reunion at Ruby White’s house. See story, page 16. Standing, from l.: Fred DeHaan, Rosy Negron, Carla Scherer, Pauli DeHaan, George 
Scherer, Pat Jorgensen, Doreen Peltier. Seated: Norma Peltier, Ruby White, Kris Manning.               Photo by Shelley Damewood
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Unity Care NW decides against renewing clinic contract

B y  M e g  O l s O n  
a n d  P a t  g r u B B

Whatcom 
County Council 
mandates curb-
side pickup

Whatcom County Council has approved 
changes to county code that will eliminate 
exemptions to mandatory garbage pickup 
in Point Roberts.

At their June 5 meeting, council heard 
from an almost evenly split 15 commu-
nity members on the proposal, which 
would establish a mandatory minimum 
service level of a 32-gallon can of garbage 
to be picked up twice-monthly and billed 
through the property tax roll.

Opponents of the proposal cited a num-
ber of reasons for their opposition, pri-
marily that the minimum service level was 
too high. “This exceeds the needs of 80 
percent of those surveyed (in a 2016 on-
line survey sponsored by the county solid 
waste division) who self-haul or use tags,” 
Kimberly Butts said.

Ken Calder, also opposed to the chang-
es, submitted a petition signed by 364 sea-
sonal and full-time residents asking that 
council delay the decision until September 
to allow a recently formed solid waste sub-
committee of the Point Roberts Commu-
nity Advisory Committee to continue to 
look at the issue.

Those in favor of the change as well as 
county staff pointed out that PRCAC had 
been pondering the garbage collection 
for over two years, held numerous public 
meetings, sponsored an online survey and 
sent out a mailer. 

“There have been numerous opportuni-
ties for people to put in their two cents’ 
worth,” Arthur Reber said. “This process 
has been very thorough and collaborative,” 
said taxpayers’ association president Mark 
Robbins. Chamber of commerce president 
Dee Gough said her association also sup-
ported the proposal, agreeing that manda-
tory trash pickup was the obvious solution 
to the perennial problem of dumping gar-
bage on the roadsides.

Jeff Hegedus with the Whatcom County 
Health Department said by establishing a 
mandatory minimum service level for all 
developed properties, as determined by 
which properties have a water connection, 
it would lead to vendor stability because 
more users would support the system. 

(See Garbage, page 7) 

B y  M e g  O l s O n

(See Hospital, page 8) 

Unity Care NW is done with the Point 
Roberts clinic.

Citing declining use, a disproportionate 
administrative burden and “communi-
ty turmoil,” the board of directors of the 
non-profit health care provider voted at its 
June 25 meeting to discontinue the con-
tract to operate the Point Roberts Clinic. 

Notice was delivered to the Point Rob-

erts hospital district on June 26 that Unity 
Care NW would end its contract to pro-
vide services on the Point as of December 
31, 2018, but would provide services on a 
month-to-month basis if needed until June 
30, 2019 and help with a possible transi-
tion to an alternative service provider. 

According to the June 25 resolution, the 
Point Roberts Clinic does not fit with 
the other clinics Unity Care NW oper-
ates in Ferndale and Bellingham, which 
it described as “patient centered medi-
cal homes.” Close to half of the visits to 
the Point Roberts clinic are for urgent 
care, and not for primary medical care,  

according to Unity Care. 
The number of people being served at 

the Point Roberts Clinic, as well as the 
number of visits, have been declining, ac-
cording to the resolution. The number of 
visits per year shrank from 1176 to 1033 
between 2015 and 2017, which is de-

Cites client base and “increasing 
community turmoil” 

Arts and music fest makes a comeback
B y  M e g  O l s O n

“The Point Roberts Arts and Music 
Festival is back on the water,” says Arts 
Foundation founder and festival organizer 
Craig Jacks.

After being put on the shelf for a year, 
the festival will be back for its 23rd year, 

running three weekends in August.
Kiniski’s Reef Tavern is partnering with 

the foundation, offering a location, plan-
ning assistance and funds for this year’s 
event. “We decided to make it longer so 
more people can enjoy it,” said tavern 
manager Allison Calder. The first weekend 

(See Arts & Music, page 14) 

BEGIN THE DAY AT THE 
Community Center 1437 Gulf Rd.

Pancake Breakfast 7:15-11:15 am PREP benefit
Flag Raising Ceremony 11:30 am featuring PR Winds

PARADE 
STARTS AT 12 NOON along  

Gulf Rd. from Marine Dr. to Tyee Dr.

Point Roberts July 4 Happy Birthday USA
FIREWORKS:

POINT ROBERTS MARINA 
AT 10:30 PM 

AFTER PARADE FAMILY ACTIVITIES: 
H Breakwaters Bar & Grill 

at Point Roberts Marina.  
H Kiniski’s Reef Tavern 
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Birch Bay Sand Sculpture contest draws a crowd

s Droves of sand sculptors took part in the Birch Bay Sand Sculpture contest July 22-23. More photos on page 15.         Photo by Chuck Kinzer
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City council 
considers ways 
to spur local 
economy

Are impact fees the key to revital-
izing downtown and incentivizing  
growth in Blaine?

The question was at the heart of an 
hour-long discussion between Blaine City 
Council and city staff at a special meet-
ing held July 24. Not yet ready to make 
a decision, council voted unanimous-
ly during a separate meeting that eve-
ning to request that city staff draft a pro-
posal based on four types of impact fees 
and incentive programs – the council 
will either approve, deny or modify the  
proposal in a few months. 

Impact fees are one-time charges that 
counties, cities and towns impose on de-
velopers. The funds are used to extend 
public services to support growth. In 
Washington state, impact fees can be used 
on public streets, roads, publicly-owned 
parks, open space, recreation facilities, 
school facilities and fire protection facil-
ities. Impact fees and other development 
incentives have already been written into 
the Blaine’s comprehensive plan, which de-
tails how to accommodate growth over the 
next 20 years. 

“These are things we’ve been looking at 
for a while,” said community development 
director Michael Jones. “The comprehen-
sive plan and what you’ve already adopt-
ed recognizes the idea that there has to be 
enough financial capacity of the city to con-
tinue to do its job and provide the services 
and things that it needs to do while taking  
this into consideration.” 

The city has already started developing 
a revised impact fee ordinance out of a re-
quest from the state legislature for all cit-

In some school districts, if a stu-
dent doesn’t have lunch, they don’t 
eat. In others, they get a cheese sand-
wich to eat in front of their classmates 
who are toting trays of corndogs, baked  
beans, fruit and vegetables.

For the most part, that’s not the case at 
Blaine schools. The district’s guidelines for 
dealing with unpaid lunch debt state, “No 

child will be turned away on the basis of a 
zero or negative balance account.”

Those guidelines aren’t new, but they’re 
in writing for the first time in response to 
new U.S. Department of Agriculture reg-
ulations that require school districts to 
communicate, in writing, what they’ll do 
when students can’t pay for lunch.

The new federal rules are aimed at end-
ing “lunch shaming,” a term for a variety 
of practices that single students out for 

not being able to pay for lunch, includ-
ing anything from stamping kids’ hands 
as a reminder to bring money, to denying  
them a lunch tray.

Blaine’s guidelines say students won’t 
get turned away at the lunch counter, even 
if they already have a negative balance 
on their account. Instead, they’ll either 
get a regular meal and some more debt 

School district publishes policy against “lunch shaming”

In just a matter of days, tall ship 
Lady Washington will appear in Dray-
ton Harbor – the vessel is a full-scale 
replica of the first American ship 
to touch land on the west coast of  
North America in 1788. 

Lady Washington typically pairs with 
the Hawaiian Chieftain for trips along 

the coast, but crews had to leave the 
steel-clad Hawaiian vessel moored in 
Port Townsend for routine repair, said 
operations director with Grays Har-
bor Historical Seaport, Caitlin Stan-
ton. Grays Harbor Historical Seaport 
organizes trips along the west coast 
to educate the public about maritime  
history and traditions. 

Crews maneuvering Lady Washington 

through the Pacific’s brisk waters are set 
to make a stop in Blaine from August 3 to 
6 during Drayton Harbor Days, offering a 
slew of local cruise excursions and tours. 
Here’s a look at what’s in store: 

Vessel Tours: The tours are offered 
throughout Lady Washington’s stay in 
Blaine. Stanton said they offer the public 

Tall ship Lady Washington sets sail for annual maritime festival 

(See Lunch, page 6) 
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SATURDAY, AUGUST 5
TICKETS: $45

THE PAPERBOYS

BENEFIT CONCERT CELEBRATE 5 YEARS AT 
THE JANSEN ART CENTER

321 Front Street
Lynden, WA 98264

360-354-3600
jansenartcenter.org

By Ol i v e r la z e n B y

By St e fa n i e  DO n a h u e

(See Fees, page 2) 

By St e fa n i e  DO n a h u e

(See Tall Ship, page 3) 
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Nearly year after outbreak, Stafholt receives first vaccine doses
B y  G r a c e  M c c a r t H y

s Stafholt infection control nurse Tatiana Koreski getting vaccinated.
Photo courtesy Tatiana Koreski

s Stafholt resident Catherine Wilson getting vaccinated.                                                Photo courtesy Tatiana Koreski

Nearly a year after Good Sa-
maritan Society – Stafholt expe-
rienced a deadly Covid-19 out-
break in its Blaine nursing home, 
residents and staff rejoiced at the 
sight of their first vaccinations on 
January 19.

“We’re moving to the anniver-
sary of March and we remember 
that month really well,” said Ta-
tiana Koreski, Stafholt’s infection 
control nurse. “We don’t want to 
repeat it again.” 

The outbreak entered the nurs-
ing home on C Street not long af-
ter the first confirmed virus cas-
es began to appear in Whatcom 
County, and by the end of April, 
had infected 17 residents and six 
staff members, resulting in one 
resident’s death, The Northern 
Light previously reported.

For Koreski, the outbreak 
was symbolized by shutting two 
heavy doors that the Whatcom 
County Health Department in-
structed the nursing home to use 
to seal off a newly constructed 
Covid-19 unit. In one way, Ko-
reski felt relieved they had con-
trol on the virus that people were 
scrambling to understand, but 
in another way, Koreski felt the 
reality sink in they were living 
through a pandemic. 

“It all comes back to me with 
all the challenges and trials of 
living through the outbreak,” she 
said. “But we pulled through.”

Memories like watching a res-
ident who wasn’t expected to 

survive the virus get vaccinated 
Tuesday brought tears to Kores-
ki and other staff members’ eyes, 
she said.

The nursing home received the 
Pfizer vaccine from Walgreens, 
which is distributing the vaccine 
under the federal Pharmacy Part-
nership for Long-term Care Pro-
gram.

Pharmacists started the clinic 
in mid-morning and finished by 
mid-afternoon. The providers 
had to thaw vaccine vials every 
half hour to ensure they were the 
right temperature, Koreski said. 
Stafholt residents went in one 
by one to receive the vaccination 
and pharmacists went to resi-
dents’ rooms who were unable to 
go to the vaccination room, she 
said.

Cayla Bullard, a certified nurs-
ing assistant at Stafholt, described 
the vaccinations as exciting. Over 
the past 10 months, Bullard said 
she’s strengthened her relation-
ship with residents, who are un-
able to meet inside with family 
and friends, with activities like 
making cards. She looks forward 
to when they can be reunited 
with loved ones.

Stafholt resident Jerry Bladies, 
84, said his vaccination went well 
and was only required to answer a 
few questions before he received 
the vaccine in his arm.

“I thought it was a necessary 
thing to do to help myself and 
the people around me because 
you always wear your mask but 
sometimes you forget to do it,” 

Blaides said.
Blaides said he’s passed his pan-

demic days by talking to a staff 
member who will sit in a lawn 
chair six feet outside his bedroom 
window, but longs for going on 
walks with his wife, Grace, and 
visiting the Blaine Food Bank, 
where he said he was manager for 
17 years. 

The second dose is set for Tues-
day, February 9, and a third clin-
ic for those who couldn’t attend 
the first clinic is set for March. 
Koreski said the nursing home 
will follow the same Covid-19 
guidelines, including not allow-
ing friends and family into the 
facility, until more of the general 
public is vaccinated.

Koreski said she’ll never forget 
receiving a letter from the health 
department officially clearing the 
nursing home as Covid-19 free 

in late May, and the freedom of 
letting residents out of the heavy 
double doors. No resident has 
had Covid-19 after the outbreak.

“As a country we promised to 
protect our vulnerable,” Koreski 
said. “Finally, we are, by bringing 
them the vaccine.”


