
Scaffolds up for Ridgefield rail overpass
Project on schedule for late 2021 opening, latest project update states

Inslee 
orders new 
COVID-19 
restrictions
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A number of businesses will 
have to restrict operations as part 
of a new set of orders issued by 
Gov. Jay Inslee intended to stop 
the “third wave” of COVID-19 
in the state. It’s an executive ac-
tion similar, but smaller in scope, 
to the initial “Stay Home, Stay 
Healthy” order put in place at the 
start of the pandemic.

During a rare Sunday morning 
press conference Nov. 15, Inslee 
announced several new restric-
tions ranging from banning in-
door restaurant and bar service 
to more requirements on religious 
services. The orders are current-
ly set to run for four weeks. The 
restrictions generally prohibit 
indoor operations of a number of 
business types and activities, or 
impose capacity restrictions on 
others, including retail.

Under the new restrictions, in-
door social gatherings with indi-
viduals outside of one’s household 
were prohibited in most cases, 
unless an individual quarantined 
for 14 days prior to the gathering, 
or seven days before if they re-
ceived a negative COVID-19 test 
result fewer than 48 hours before 
the gathering. Outdoor gatherings 
are limited to five people.

Another restriction would 
stop indoor dining at restaurants 
and bars, with restricted outdoor 
dining and takeout services still 
allowed. Table sizes will be re-
stricted to five for outdoor dining.

Indoor dining, gyms 
among affected 
activities, with indoor 
social gatherings 
officially banned

Clark County COVID-19: 832 new 
cases, six deaths in past week    
THE REFLECTOR

The number of confirmed 
COVID-19 cases in Clark County 
rose by more than 800 in the past 
week, as the county continues on 
an accelerated trajectory in the 
disease’s spread.

Clark County Public Health’s 
Nov. 13 update puts the total 
number of confirmed COVID-19 
cases at 6,160 since the outbreak 
began. The department reported 
there were 451 active cases in the 
county, which are cases still in 
the isolation period.

Friday’s update shows that 
cases had grown by 832 between 
Nov. 6 and Nov. 13, above the 527 
positive tests reported between 
Oct. 30 and Nov. 6. The county’s 
weekly case rate saw a significant 
increase as well, rising to 171.55 
per 100,000 of its population in 
the past 14 days, up from 131.42 
per 100,000 the week prior.

Public Health also reported six 
deaths of individuals with con-
firmed COVID-19. The deaths 
included four men — two in their 
70s with no underlying health 
conditions and two older than 80 
with underlying health conditions 
— and two women, one older 
than 80 and another in her 70s 
who both had underlying health 
conditions.

GRAPH COURTESY CLARK COUNTY PUBLIC HEALTH

A graph showing the 
percentages of confirmed 
COVID-19 cases in Clark 
County, broken up by age 
group. The left bars show the 
percentage of cases, while 
the right bars show the age 
group’s percentage of the 
total Clark County population

 GRAPH COURTESY CLARK COUNTY PUBLIC HEALTH

A graph showing the daily number of confirmed cases of COVID-19, as well as a curve of cumulative 
cases, updated to Nov. 10. The left axis shows the number of new cases per day based on the date of 
testing, while the right shows the cumulative number.

See LOCAL on Page A6

The Pioneer Street Rail Overpass in 
Ridgefield is coming along on schedule, 
construction that will eventually lead to 
vehicle and pedestrian access to port land 
and the marina without the need to make 
at-grade crossings of the railroad.

In a social media post from Nov. 10, the 

Port of Ridgefield provided a project update 
photo, taken from the southwest side of the 
project, showing falsework set up to support 
the overpass construction.

With construction started in March, the port 
stated that the project is on schedule. A 
project update last month indicated the 

target completion is late fourth quarter 2021.

In November, the port awarded the 
construction contract to Tapani Inc. for a bid 
of about $8.2 million. The construction is the 
third phase of the overall project, building 
the above-grade span that will connect 
approaching roads built in prior phases.

PHOTO COURTESY PORT OF RIDGEFIELD

Investigators say no 
evidence slain
 man shot first 
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Our main focus is, was, and always will be: service.
WE’RE VERY 
MUCH THE 
SAME STORE 
WE WERE
IN 1954

Most companies like to brag about how they’ve changed over the years. 
We don’t! One of our greatest sources of pride is the fact that we’re very 
much the same store we were in 1954 when R.J. Grover opened the very fi rst 
store. Since then, our focus has been selling only products that are reliable and 
trouble free. Our products may have changed with the times, but our approach 
to personal service hasn’t. Sure, we’ve grown to seven stores around the Pacifi c 
Northwest, but they are seven hometown stores that are part of the local community.

1900 NE 78th Street, Vancouver, WA
(360) 574-3134  |  GroverElectric.com

ELECTRICAL  PLUMBING  LIGHTING  IRRIGATION

FURNITURE  |  ACCENTS  |  INTERIOR DESIGN

www.CreativeInteriorsAndDesign.com    (360) 944-1151
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SCREEN CAPTURE FROM TVW.ORG

Gov. Jay Inslee and his wife, Trudi, address Washington State Nov. 
12, urging residents not to take part in holiday gatherings, given the 
ongoing COVID-19 pandemic.
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Very few people have beautiful smiles naturally, and teeth 

that looked whiter during youth can appear increasingly 

worn and discolored as the years pass by. It is hardly 

surprising, as each day teeth are exposed to extreme 

temperature changes, are frequently bathed in acid and 

are placed under tremendous pressure when biting and 

chewing food. 

Luckily, high-quality custom dentistry can comfortably 

restore smiles and self-confidence as one patient who 

visited Dr. Low recently discovered. 

Ed Chandler trusted Dr. Low of Above & Beyond Dentistry 

to care for his dental health, having read only positive 

things about the practice. When visiting for the first time, 

Ed immediately felt at home. He explains, “Lisa is a really 

great first point of contact, and from there my experience 

just got better. Dr. Low and his team put me at ease right 

away. I felt good about my decision to move forward with 

the work I needed done.”

Before visiting Above & Beyond Dentistry, Ed feared the dentist 

having had a horrible childhood experience. Now, he is a regular 

patient and thoroughly recommends Dr. Low to anyone asking for 

a new dentist. Ed especially appreciates that Dr. Low always 

explains what is going on in layman’s terms and provides the very 

best custom dental solutions. After finishing treatment, Ed feels 

100% more confident, saying, “It makes me feel good to smile for 

pictures and any time I want.”

Dr. Low is an experienced dentist who always goes that extra mile 

to provide custom solutions for his patients and which include the 

very latest restorative and implant dentistry treatments. Every 

smile is individually designed to suit the patient’s facial anatomy 

and goals. He uses the highest quality materials and advanced 

digital technology, ensuring patients like Ed receive healthy, 

attractive smiles that last longer.

The Reflector

Reader’s Choice

IT'S TIME TO FEEL MORE 

 IN YOUR 

CONFIDENT

SMILE!

Above & Beyond 
Dentistry is a place 

where you can feel at 
ease as soon as you 

walk in the door.

WWW.ABOVEBEYONDDENTISTRY.COM
1908 NW 1ST WAY, STE 105 BATTLE GROUND, WA 98604

(360) 687-0909

USING CUSTOM DENTAL SOLUTIONS 

TO CREATE BEAUTIFUL SMILES

FOR A NEW & AMAZING SMILE CALL US TODAY 
TO SCHEDULE YOUR SMILE CONSULTATION.
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& LANDSCAPE SUPPLY COMPANY

8401 NE 117th Ave., Vancouver

We Accept Recycling
We Have Drop Box Containers
We Provide Deliveries

Visit our website:
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The additional deaths put the 
total of individuals who have died 
in Clark County with confirmed 
COVID-19 cases at 79.

Public Health’s Nov. 13 update 
reported that there were 46 pa-
tients with confirmed COVID-19 
hospitalized in the county, with 
an additional six under investi-

gation, awaiting test results. Hos-
pitalizations were up from 35 re-
ported Nov. 6.

Clark County’s share of 
COVID-19 cases and deaths 
statewide also saw an increase 
from the prior week. Washington 
State Department of Health data 
showed Clark County had about 
4.6 percent of statewide cases and 
roughly 4 percent of deaths, up 
from 4.4 percent and 3.6 percent, 
respectively.

Local
Continued from page A1

MAP COURTESY CLARK COUNTY PUBLIC HEALTH

A map from Clark County Public Health shows areas by ZIP code 
where confirmed cases of COVID-19 have been tested. The rates per 
100,000 of population in each ZIP code are shown by progressively 
deeper shades of color for a greater case rate.

In-store retail businesses in-
cluding grocery stores are limited 
to 25 percent occupancy under the 
new restrictions, with congregate 
areas such as food courts closed. 
Religious services are limited 
to 25 percent indoor capacity or 
200 people, whichever is less, 
with choirs, bands and ensemble 
acts prohibited from performing, 
though solo acts are allowed.

Fitness facilities such as gyms 
are closed for indoor operations 
per the new restrictions, with out-
door activities restricted to five 
people, per the general outdoor 
gathering rules. Bowling alleys, 
museums, zoos, aquariums and 
movie theaters are also closed for 
indoor service.

Inslee noted there were no new 
restrictions on childcare or K-12 
education, keeping buildings 
open for districts that have started 
to phase in some students.

The majority of the restrictions 
take effect at 11:59 p.m. Nov. 16, 
while the restaurant restrictions 
go into effect at 12:01 a.m. Nov. 
18. The restrictions are set to run 
until Dec. 14.

Although the restrictions will 
be in effect statewide, Inslee said 
they were not as comprehensive 
as ones put forth in the initial 
“Stay Home, Stay Healthy” order 
made in March. He said which 
restrictions were made were 

based on the science behind how 
COVID-19 spread, targeting ac-
tivities where prolonged, mask-
less contact was most likely, such 
as restaurants and gyms.

The restrictions come as cas-
es and hospitalizations have had 
increases, causing much concern 
from healthcare experts in the 
past few weeks. Inslee remarked 
that the day of the press confer-
ence was “the most dangerous 
public health day in over 100 
years in our state’s great history.”

Washington State Health Offi-
cer Kathy Lofy said that the num-
ber of daily cases of COVID-19 
had doubled in the past two 
weeks. There were about 2,300 
cases Nov. 14, a record for the 
state that Inslee said health ex-
perts anticipated would be shortly 
broken.

Lofy added that the number of 

COVID-19 patients in hospitals 
increased by 40 percent in the 
past week.

“This increase is simply not 
sustainable,” Lofy said, adding 
hospitals would exceed capacity 
if the trajectory of the spread kept 
as it was.

Clint Wallace, an intensive 
care unit nurse at Sacred Heart 
Medical Center in Spokane, said 
he’s worked in ICUs for nearly 20 
years, and  the COVID-19 pan-
demic has been the busiest he has 
ever seen for work in those units.

“We’re close as a whole (as) 
healthcare workers to being burnt 
out,” Wallace said, “and we are 
pleading with the community of 
Washington and throughout the 
world to follow the directions and 
advice of our healthcare experts.”

Inslee said the state is in a 
more dangerous position than it 
was in March when the outbreak 
began, given the onset of winter 
keeping people in their homes. 
Regarding the increase of cases, 
which has been described as a 
third wave of the disease since the 
pandemic began, Inslee said that 
“left unchecked, it will assured-
ly result in grossly overburdened 
hospitals,” adding that deaths 
would increase and economic im-
pacts would be prolonged. An in-
flux of COVID-19 patients could 

keep non-infected individuals 
from receiving care, he added.

Regarding potential enforce-
ment of prohibited social gather-
ings, Inslee said Washingtonians 
shouldn’t “expect state troopers 
coming to your door if you have 
a big Thanksgiving dinner,” but 
making the restriction a legal 
requirement would persuade in-
dividuals who want to abide by 
the law to not take part in those 
activities. 

“We’re hopeful that (the pro-
hibition on gatherings) will raise 
the consciousness of this issue,” 
Inslee said, “and we know scien-
tifically it really works.”

Acknowledging layoffs and 
permanently-shuttered business-
es that were impacted by prior 
restrictions, Inslee announced 
$50 million would be allocated 
to mitigate impacts on businesses 
and workers through a combina-
tion of grants and loans. 

“We also cannot enjoy a full 
economic recovery, which we all 
desperately want, without knock-
ing down this virus,” Inslee said. 
He added that the federal gov-
ernment also needed to step in 
with extending unemployment 
compensation and business assis-
tance.

“The choices we have (made) 
today are not easy ones,” Inslee 
said, “but I do believe that they 
are the right choices, given the 
threat that we face.”

“We have done this once or 
twice before, so we know that if 
we continue to exercise diligence 
that we can continue to knock this 
(disease) down,” Inslee said.

Inslee stressed to Washing-
tonians that the restrictions are 
a temporary measure to stop 
increased transmission until 
COVID-19 treatments and a vac-
cine would be available.

“We need to hold this pandem-
ic down until the cavalry arrives,” 
Inslee said.

Inslee urges         
Washington to stay       
home for Thanksgiving

Gov. Jay Inslee made a plea to 
Washingtonians not to gather with 
others outside of their households 
for the holiday season.

Inslee, joined by his wife, 
Trudi, gave an address Nov. 12 
ahead of Thanksgiving, urging 
those thinking about bringing in 
family and loved ones from out-
side of their households or going 

somewhere else for the holiday to 
reconsider. 

“Simply put, we have to rethink 
these holidays,” Inslee said, “so 
that we may be thankful when we 
don’t lose more lives to COVID.”

“This year, please don’t gather 
with people outside your house-
hold. It’s just too dangerous,” In-
slee said.

The governor said the weekly 
average of new COVID-19 cases 
in Washington had doubled in 
the past two weeks, adding that 
the level of “exponential growth” 
brought a level of danger that 
had not been seen since March. 
The increase has led to a “third 
wave” of the disease, which could 
be exacerbated by increased 
transmission in close contact 
during in-person celebrations like 
Thanksgiving dinners.

Acknowledging there had 
been widespread use of masks in 
public and efforts made by busi-
nesses to adapt to restrictions on 
operation, Inslee hinted to up-
coming restrictions that he would 
formally announce a few days 
later. While those restrictions fo-
cused on activities outside of the 
home, the governor said that the 
message of the address was on a 
different aspect of what the state 
could do to stop the disease’s 
spread.

“What’s urgent right now 
most tonight is what we do in our 
own dwellings,” Inslee said. He 
mentioned his family would be 
changing the usual festivities to 
celebrate Thanksgiving virtually.

Inslee said that stopping the 
in-person celebrations was a sign 
of caring for loved ones and the 
community at large given the po-
tential for COVID-19 spread re-
sulting from close contact.

“We love each other too much 
to put each other’s health at risk,” 
Inslee remarked.

Inslee said that due to the 
development of treatments of 
COVID-19 and the “imminent” 
arrival of a vaccine for the dis-
ease, “we’re only going to have 
to do this once,” regarding the 
change in celebration.

“The cavalry is on the way, but 
we need to keep people alive until 
it gets here,” Inslee said. 

“We’re all fatigued, and it’s 
OK to not feel OK right now,” 
Trudi Inslee remarked, “but what 
happens next in our state depends 
on what happens in our families 
and in our homes.”

State
Continued from page A1


