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YOUR VOICE   

By Andrew Hamlin
NORTHWEST ASIAN WEEKLY 

A figure in running gear emerges 
into the film frame, panting hard as he 
jogs up a steep hill. One of his heavy 
exhales turns into a scream. The scream 
paralyzes the young man. He freezes on 
screen, hangs limp like a rag doll. Then 

slowly, meticulously, back to running. 
And occasionally more screaming, all 
the way home.

The young man, who turns out to 
be Justin Chong from the “Twilight” 
saga, comes home to his dying mother. 
He’s meticulous. He’s restrained. He 
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Tacoma Urban League will be an

independent voice. A military spouse she
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I can help you in all matters of life
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Have you found your potential soulmate/twin 
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27 yrs exp. I will help where others have failed.
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WANG from 9

focuses relentlessly on caring for her. 
But memories soetimes haunt him. 
Memories of when his mother was 
well.

That’s the basic premise for 
“Coming Home Again,” Wayne 
Wang’s stark, artful exploration of 
life and death in a Korean American 
family. According to the director, 
Chong’s isolation against the cityscape 
was all part of the plan.

“Empty spaces mean a lot,” 
commented Wang on the film, which 
opens on Oct. 23 in theaters and 
through the Virtual Cinema watch-at-
home program (outsiderpictures.us). 
The director, who co-wrote “Coming 
Home Again” with Chang-rae Lee, 
invoked the teachings of master 
Japanese director Yasujro Ozu.

Ozu, explained Wang, spoke a great 
deal about “how the environment has a 
soul, and the emotions of the characters 
are always in the environment.”

In the case of this new film, the 
environment was one San Francisco 
apartment. With a few exceptions, 
notably the jogging sequence, “Almost 
everything happens in that apartment. 
It was lived in by 30-some years, by 
the [film] producer’s grandma.

“The minute I walked into that 
apartment, I felt there was a spirit 
there, that was quite interesting. I 

couldn’t figure out what that spirit 
was, but I wanted to capture it. There 
were a lot of pictures left on the 
refrigerators, and the walls, that were 
pictures of three generations, who 
have actually gone through there.”

Filming wasn’t as simple as 
bringing in cameras, though. The 
film producer’s family is Chinese, 
and the story—co-written by 
Wang with Chang-rae Lee from an 
autobiographical essay Lee published 
in The New Yorker—concerns a 
Korean family.

To nail down Korean details, Wang 
took on an unusual ally: Corey Lee, a 
master chef at Benu, one of the very 
few Michelin three-star restaurants in 
the San Francisco Bay Area.

According to Wang, Chef Lee “took 
one look at the kitchen and he said, 
this kitchen is all wrong, this kitchen 
is so Chinese. The sauces are wrong, 
the spices are wrong, the containers 
are wrong, the utensils are wrong. 
Then he opened the refrigerator and 
everything in there was Chinese. 
It was very gratifying to know that 
Corey saw the differences and could 
help me authenticate everything.”

The director also praised Richard 
Wong, director of photography on 
“Coming Home Again,” for his 
framing of each shot, those crucial 
empty spaces surrounding the actors 
in each shot.

“And I also like him because he 

doesn’t light a lot. These days, with 
these digital cameras, you don’t need 
to light a lot. Things could go really 
fast. One of the other tricks with non-
actors, if you do a lot of lighting, they 
wait around, they get anxious.”

Using non-actors—folks not 
professionally trained as actors—is 
risky onscreen, but Wang’s used to the 
approach, as far back as his breakout 
film “Chan Is Missing,” from 1982.

“I’ve always used real people,” 
Wang explained. “They tend to get a 
little scared. So if you help them relax, 
and they can be themselves, that works 
out very well. But the trick is that you 
have to pick them very carefully. 
You have to instinctively know that 
they know themselves, that they’re 
confident in what they’re doing. And 
then I very simply set up what they 
need to do or say. And they can be on 
their own.”

Wayne conceded that going to an 
old-fashioned movie theater is risky 
these days. Many folks won’t want 
to go that route. But he’s hoping that 
some will.

“The screen is larger [at a theater]. 
You can let your eyes wander in the 
film, [through] a lot of the static shots, 
a lot of shots in the environment. You 
want to immerse yourself.” 

Andrew can be reached at info@
nwasianweekly.com.

Superior Court of Washington, County of King
Bashir Dahir and and Halima Omar Petitioners, and Habiba Abdi and Bashir 

Mohamed Respondents 
No. 20-3-04101-1 KNT

 
Summons By Publication

To the Respondent:
 

Bashir Dahir and and Halima Omar, The petitioner has started an action in 
the above court requesting Non-Parent Custody. Give custody of the child 

to a non-parent.

You must respond to this summons by serving a copy of your written response on the person sign-
ing this summons and by filing the original with the clerk of the court. If you do not serve your written 
response within 20 days (or 60 days if you served outside of the state of WA) after the first publication 
of this summons(60 days after September 19, 2020), the court may enter an order of default against 
you, and the court may, without further notice to you, enter a decree and approve or provide for other 
relief requested in this summons. In case of a dissolution, the court will not enter the final decree until 
at least 90 days after service and filing. If you serve a notice of appearance on the undersigned per-
son, you are entitled to notice before an order of default or a decree may be entered.
 
Your written response to the summons and petition must be FL Non-Parent 415, Response to Non-
Parent Custody Petition. Information about how to get this form may be obtained by contacting the 
clerk of the court, by contacting the Administrative Office of the Courts at (360) 705-5328, or Washing-
ton LawHelp: www.washingtonlawhelp.org. If you wish to seek the advice of an attorney in this matter, 
you should do so promptly so that your written response, if any, may be served on time.
 
This summons if issued pursuant to RCW 4.28.100 and Superior Court Civil Rule 4.1 of the State of 
Washington. Dated 9/4/2020. Serve a Copy of Your Response on:  Habiba Abdi and Bashir Mohamed, 
File your Original Response with the Clerk of the Court at: King County Superior Ct 516 3rd Ave 
Seattle, WA 98104.

NOTiCE NOTiCE NOTiCE NOTiCE NOTiCE NOTiCE
Plaintiffs:  Arun Nagarajan and indhu Sivaramakrishnan

Defendants: Lian and Susan Chen

Summons is for Susan Chen

Cause Number 19-2-23880-1 SEA

Summons Language:

TO: SUSAN CHEN 

You are hereby summoned to appear within sixty days after the date of the first 
publication of this summons, to wit, within sixty days after the 22st day of Octo-
ber, 2020, and defend the above entitled action in the above entitled court, and 
answer the complaint of the Plaintiffs, Arun Nagarajan and Indhu Sivaramak-
rishnan, and serve a copy of your answer upon the undersigned attorney for the 
plaintiffs, Douglas Wilson at his office below stated: and in case of your failure 
so to do, judgment will be rendered against you according to the demand of the 
complaint, which has been filed with the clerk of said court. The action involved 
damages to the Plaintiff’s trees and outrageous conduct of the defendants. 

Plaintiff Attorney: Douglas Wilson, Law Office of Douglas Wilson, 
P.O. Box 15631, Seattle WA 98115. 

DATED this ___4th_ day of October, 2020.

Douglas Wilson WSBA# 21206

Attorney for Plaintiffs


