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Micky Lacewell gears up to aim some treats down a remote candy delivery system to her granddaughters. Her hus-
band, Kirk Lacewell, recently built the candy chute on the porch of their Langley home as a way to hand out treats 
from a safe distance on Halloween night.
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Candy chute
Ready for a distanced Halloween
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SEE CANDY CHUTE, A3

A student receiving support services at 
Oak Harbor Middle School tested positive 
for COVID-19 last week, according to Island 
County Public Health.

A parent of the student first tested posi-
tive. The student’s positive result came back 
on Monday, Oct. 19.

Conor Laffey, communications officer for 
Oak Harbor Schools, explained that the 
middle school is currently closed to in-per-
son instruction except for a small number 
of children who are receiving educational 
services at the school. The student was one 
of those.

Out of an abundance of caution, Public 
Health officials recommended that 11 stu-

dents and one staff member quarantine and 
get tested. Under a revised definition, 15 
minutes of “close contact” can accumulate 
over a 24-hour period of off-and-on contact 
within six feet of an infected person, Laffey 
said.

The students will be able to return to cam-
pus on Monday, Nov. 2, according to Laffey.

SEE STUDENT, A3
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Middle school student tests positive for COVID

As of Monday, just over 
47 percent of registered 
Island County voters had 
returned their ballots, 
according to the county 
Elections Office.

Elections officials say 
that’s significantly more 
than the number re-
turned this early in prior 
elections and follows the 
trend across the state.

The secretary of state’s 
office reports that 41.7 
percent of voters re-
turned their ballots as of 
Oct. 24, which is 10 days 
before the election.

During the 2016 
General Election, just 
17.9 percent of voters in 
the state had returned 
their ballots 10 days be-
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Early 
voter 
turnout 
high in 
county
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“The Voice of God,” by sculp-
tor Lane Tompkins, has been 
missing from its place in an 
outdoor sculpture garden in 
Freeland since Oct. 14.

Art piece 
snatched 
from 
sculpture 
garden

If imitation is the sin-
cerest form of flattery, 
then thievery might be 
second best.

A sculpture titled “The 
Voice of God” seems 
to have called to some-
one. The artist, Lane 
Tompkins, said he noted 
its disappearance on Oct. 
14, although it could have 
gone missing earlier than 
that.

The art piece was resid-
ing in a sculpture garden 
outside of Freeland Art 
Studios, a shared work-
space for artists of all dis-
ciplines.

Tompkins said this is 
the first time that he is 
aware of art being stolen 
from the sculpture gar-
den.

He has a theory about 
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Larsen, 
Hazelo 
spar 
during 
forum

SEE LARSEN, HAZELO, A10
Lilah Babaidhan, 9, gathers candy dropped down a special Halloween 
chute outside her grandparents’ home.

Voters will choose be-
tween Tim Hazelo, a po-
litical newcomer from 
Oak Harbor, and Rick 
Larsen, a longtime pol-
itician seeking his 11th 
term, to represent them 
in the U.S. House of 
Representatives in the 
Second Congressional 
District.

Hazelo, a Republican, 
said he wants to reopen 
the economy sooner rath-
er than later, criticizes 
pandemic relief spend-
ing, and supports repeal-
ing the Affordable Care 
Act.  

Larsen, a Democrat 
first elected to Congress 
in 2000, said the country 
is not ready to reopen 
the economy yet. He sup-
ports another round of 
COVID-19 stimulus re-
lief and expansion of the 
Affordable Care Act. 

Both candidates spoke 
on a number of topics 
during a congressio-
nal forum hosted by the 
Oak Harbor Chamber 
of Commerce and the 
North Whidbey Fire and 
Rescue last Thursday.

 
Virus response

Hazelo repeatedly criti-
cized economic aid leg-
islation as being “pork-
riddled,” pointing to the 
HEROES Act, a proposed 
$3 trillion stimulus pack-
age to follow the CARES 
Act passed earlier this 
year for COVID-19 relief.

“Beneath it you’ll find 
1,800 pages, almost $3 
trillion, of a lot of fluff. 
We can be a lot more 
precise with that stuff,” 
Hazelo said.

He also claimed that the 
country needs to “change 
the narrative” surround-
ing the virus, and that 
people should get back to 
their normal lives.

“We all know, as adults, 
that living is much better 
than not living, and living 
has risks,” he said.

In contrast, Larsen said 
he supported the stimu-
lus and repeatedly said 
that there are no “short-
cuts” to a post-pandemic 
economic recovery.

“The public health re-
sponse has to lead the 
economic recovery re-
sponse. There are no 

By EMILY GILBERT
emily.gilbert@whidbeynewsgroup.com

H alloween might 
look a little differ-
ent this year be-
cause of COVID-
19, but people are 
still finding ways 

to partake in the holiday’s cel-
ebrations in a safe manner.

Although he is not sure how 
many trick-or-treaters to expect 
this year, one South Whidbey 
resident is not deterred from  
spreading fun. 

Langley resident Kirk Lacewell 
found a way to dispense treats 
from his front porch without po-
tentially spreading or contract-



how it might have gone 
missing, though it 
hasn’t been confirmed 
since there is no secu-
rity camera footage and 

the sculpture hasn’t 
been found. The Voice of 
God weighs 150 pounds 
and is 42 inches tall and 
would most likely re-

quire a few accomplices 
to lift it from the prem-
ises, Tompkins said.

Tompkins said he 
thinks the culprits may 
have been “a couple of 
young guys” who “saw 
something so cool they 
couldn’t pass it up.”

The sculpture is made 

of Texas limestone and 
was carved in 2007. 
It is curved like an el-
ephant’s trunk and re-
sembles vertebrae on 
one side. 

On the other, there are 
several mouths carved, 
something Tompkins 
had been practicing at 

the time.
Tompkins explained 

that the sculpture is sup-
posed to represent “the 
front and the back of 
God.”

Over the years the 
sculpture has garnered 
a lot of interest but no 
buyers, Tompkins said. 
One time, a stand-up co-
median almost bought it 
to use in one of his acts.

The Voice of God was 
sitting outside Freeland 
Art Studios for almost 
a year. Tompkins hopes 

people will keep an eye 
out for the missing piece 
in case they see it some-
where it shouldn’t be.

Usually, limestone 
can be weathered down 
by the elements and is 
not recommended for 
outside use, Tompkins 
explained. The Texas 
limestone, however, can 
withstand being outside.

“I got away with it,” he 
said about putting the 
Voice of God outdoors, 
“and then someone else 
got away with it.”
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STOLEN ART
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fore the big day.
Elections officials point out 

every year that Island County 

has a high rate of voting. In 
2016, voter turnout in Island 
County was 81.9 percent. The 

turnout in the state was 79.4 
percent.

So far this year, the county 
has received 29,644 ballots from 
the 62,561 registered voters.

Island County’s neighbors 
aren’t as enthusiastic about 
early voting. 

Only 28 percent of Skagit 
County voters, 27.7 percent of 
San Juan County voters and 
36.1 percent of Snohomish 
County voters have handed in 
their ballots.

In addition to the presiden-
tial election, Island County vot-

ers will be casting ballots in a 
half dozen competitive state and 
county races this year. 

The positions are for a 
Washington state senator and 
two state representatives, two 
Island County commissioners 
and a superior court judge.

EARLY TURNOUT
CONTINUED FROM A1

shortcuts,” Larsen said. “Every 
reputable scientist in the United 
States will tell you that we are 
not through the pandemic and 
it is not time to freely open the 
economy.”

The incumbent also said he 
thought investment in the na-
tion’s infrastructure should 
lead in the economic recov-
ery response, claiming that it 
would create jobs.

Reopening plans
Hazelo’s plan is to reopen — 

now, preferably. Larsen said he 
wants to listen to scientists and 
public health professionals.

“We can open up, we should 
open up tomorrow — we 
should open up this morning,” 
Hazelo said.

He continued, saying that 
people can wear a mask and 
choose where they want to 
go when the economy is open 
again.

“By doing so, you can give 
people the choice about how 
they want to live their life. This 
thing is not going away, peo-
ple. It’s here forever,” Hazelo 
said.

“We have to learn to live with 
it.”

On the other hand, Larsen 
said reopening should be guid-

ed by science, and expressed 
concern about his opponent’s 
views.

“I’m continually shocked by 
my opponent’s insensitivity to 
the over 2,000 people who have 
died in Washington state of 
COVID-19,” Larsen said, add-
ing he’s also concerned about 
the long-term effects of the 
virus in survivors.

He encouraged wearing 
masks and social distancing, 
highlighted vaccine develop-
ment and said the public health 
response should lead the eco-
nomic recovery.

“I’m going to turn to the sci-
entists, the public health pro-
fessionals for the best advice. 
I’m not taking Tim’s advice; I’m 
not taking my advice on how to 
open up the economy.

“I’m going to turn to public 
health professionals,” he said.

Healthcare
The men stood at oppo-

site ends of the healthcare 
debate. Hazelo criticized the 
Affordable Care Act and ar-
gued that it should be repealed 
and replaced.

Hazelo said he supported 
opening insurance companies 
across state lines, giving peo-
ple the ability to shop for pre-

scription drugs, and generally 
wanted there to be more choic-
es in healthcare.

“We’re Americans for God’s 
sake. We were brought up and 
we believe in freedom and 
choice,” Hazelo said.

On the other hand, Larsen 
said he supported the legisla-
tion and wanted it to expand.

“The ACA was working as 
it was being implemented, as 
we passed it, until the current 
administration came in and 
began to undermine it,” Larsen 
claimed, adding that healthcare 
costs grew after the 2016 elec-
tion.

Larsen said he wants several 
features to be reinstated: the 
introduction of a public option 
to create more choice in the 
healthcare exchanges and for 
Medicare to have the ability to 
negotiate prices on drugs that 
do not have competitors, like 
insulin.

Hazelo challenged Larsen on 
his claim that the ACA start-
ed having issues after Trump 
came into office, saying that 
his own healthcare had gotten 

more expensive. He encour-
aged the audience to consider 
their own experience.

“Think to yourself, use your 
common sense, don’t use some 
statistical numbers that some 
congressman comes up with 
somewhere. Figure it out for 
yourself,” Hazelo said.

“Rick just wants to keep 
doing the same thing over and 
over again,” he added.

In his response, Larsen won-
dered what Hazelo’s healthcare 
plan was, noting that Tricare 
(healthcare for military mem-
bers and retirees) is not sub-
ject to some of the ACA’s rules. 
Hazelo served in the Navy for 
20 years and continues to work 
at NAS Whidbey.

Larsen reiterated his point 
that the ACA began to struggle 
during the Trump administra-
tion.

“I have found, since I am in 
a plan through the ACA, that 
my experience and the expe-
rience I’ve heard from many 
other people is exactly as I’ve 
explained it,” Larsen said. 

“That the real challenges to 
ACA came after the Trump ad-
ministration.”

Candidates grill each 
other

The candidates were also 
given the opportunity to ask 
their opponent one question.

Hazelo asked if Larsen would 
condemn violence against law 

enforcement, “Antifa” and vio-
lent protests.

In response, Larsen said he 
had already condemned the vi-
olence and said he “was sorry” 
Hazelo hadn’t heard it before.

“I’ve already condemned 
them in the past, I’ll condemn 
them today and I’ll condemn 
them in the future,” Larsen 
said. “But I won’t condemn the 
peaceful demonstrations that 
have taken place.”

Larsen asked Hazelo what 
he would do differently than 
him to support NAS Whidbey 
Island. Hazelo said he would 
do “everything within a con-
gressman’s ability to support 
NAS Whidbey Island,” and 
other bases around the state, 
district, West Coast and coun-
try.

“You will not find, I guaran-
tee, you will not find a more 
patriotic, military-respecting, 
-loving man than myself on 
the face of this earth,” Hazelo 
said.

Larsen challenged Hazelo 
and asked the question again.

“I would be here,” Hazelo 
said. 

“I would be on the base with 
these folks, and I would listen 
to what they have to say, not 
just the suits and birds — what 
the enlisted guy has to say on 
the ground.”

A recording of the forum has 
been posted on the Oak Harbor 
Chamber of Commerce’s 
YouTube channel.

Hazelo Larsen

LARSEN, HAZELO
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