
A year in which small busi-
nesses have struggled to survive 
has come to a cheerful end for a 
well-known salon in Coupeville.

Aaron Wiley, the owner of 
Seaside Spa and Salon, won a 
Puget Sound Energy contest for 

a small-business energy efficien-
cy and cosmetic makeover worth 
$45,000. 

The energy company’s media 
partner, KING-5 News, will be 
filming the progress of the work 
for an Evening Magazine episode 
that will air early in 2021, accord-
ing to Leslie Meyers, outreach 

supervisor for PSE.
Wiley said she never expected 

to win. She just happened to see 
an email about the contest late 
one night in October when she 
was having trouble sleeping and 
wrote an essay to enter.

“It was almost like a journal 
entry,” she said. “I wrote about 

all the wonderful things we’ve 
done at Seaside Spa and how I’m 
so proud of it.”

Wiley wrote about how she 
opened the salon 14 years ago as an 
ambitious, young, single mother.

She noted that the business 
has been a “Green Circle Salon” 
for a year because her entire 

staff strongly believes in sus-
tainability. Under the program, 
95 percent of the salon’s waste 
is recycled, from hair to foils to 
plastics.

In addition, she wrote about 
how difficult this pandemic year 
has been and how her team 
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The Whidbey Island Chicken meets a young fan, Aria Smith, and her dad, Josiah, on Saturday morning.

Winging it
Why did the chicken cross the 

road? To get you to crack a smile
An interview with the Whidbey Island 

Chicken was full of a dozen poultry puns, 
after the initial clucking subsided.

The chicken man — or Chucky Chicken 
as he named himself — has captured the at-
tention of joggers, drivers and most every-
one else on North Whidbey. There is even a 

Facebook group that has almost 400 mem-
bers who share sightings of the big bird.

An intrepid reporter found that getting 
in touch with the mysterious poultry meant 
working through some back channels, for 
the chicken wants to keep up the mystery. 
Seth Moody, a member of the aforemen-
tioned Facebook group, said he cracked 
the chicken’s identity after following him 

around one day.
“I wouldn’t say (we are) friends, but he 

is a friend if you know what I mean,” said 
Moody.

He offered to put the Whidbey News-Times 
in contact with the enigmatic bird from Oak 
Harbor.

“Now I’ve become somewhat of a chicken--
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WhidbeyHealth expected to receive the 
COVID-19 vaccine Tuesday and to begin 
vaccinating frontline health care workers on 
Thursday, according to an update from the 

hospital district.
The Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 vaccine 

was approved by the FDA on Friday and by 
the Western States Scientific Safety Review 
Workgroup on Sunday. The first vaccines ar-
rived in the state Monday.

WhidbeyHealth officials reported that the 
hospital is receiving the vaccine much ear-
lier than initially expected.

The state expects to receive 62,500 doses 
of the vaccine this week. 

First vaccinations begin Thursday 
with island healthcare workers
By JESSIE STENSLAND
jstensland@whidbeynewsgroup.com
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Spa wins $45K PSE makeover, spot on Evening Magazine

Several Oak Harbor High 
School teachers criticized the 
school board during a regular 
board meeting Monday night 
for its decision last week to 
change the reopening plan in 
order to keep students inside 
school buildings.

Nonetheless, the Oak 
Harbor School Board ap-
proved a modified plan for 
the district’s Pre-K through 
sixth-grade students, which 
features district-wide COVID-
19 testing.

The three teachers who 
spoke during the public com-
ment period criticized the 
board for last week’s decision 
to change its reopening plan 
metrics so that students could 
continue to be in hybrid rota-
tion in-person classes even as 
coronavirus cases increase in 
the community.

Under the hybrid rotation 
model, half of the students go 
to in-person classes for two 
days a week while the other 
half does distance learning 
from home. After a day of 
deep cleaning on Wednesday, 
the groups rotate learning en-
vironments.

The school district has had 
pre-K through sixth-grade 
students in hybrid rotation 
since Oct. 12.

Summer Lefler, a high 
school science teacher and 
mother of two elementa-
ry school students, said the 
school board members them-
selves were not qualified to 
decide how to reopen and 
were swayed by a group of 
community members asking 
for school doors to open. She 
advocated the district follow 
the original reopening met-
rics, which would have seen 
students go back to distance 
learning as local COVID-19 
cases continue to climb.

“The five people in charge 
in making this decision in-
clude a pilot, a retired teach-
er, a librarian, a Realtor and 
an IT specialist. I think we 
can all agree that these are 
not the qualifications one 

Teachers 
voice 
concerns 
over plan 
to reopen 
schools
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man whisperer,” Moody 
said.

One does not con-
tact the Whidbey Island 
Chicken for an interview 
directly; the chicken 
finds you. He said he did 
not intend to become fa-
mous when he bought the 
8-foot-tall inflatable cos-
tume before Halloween.

“I happened to find a 
chicken costume that 
looked exactly like the 
chickens in the ‘Legend of 
Zelda’ game,” the chicken 
said.

While he was testing 
it out by walking around 
his neighborhood, some 
people took pictures of 
him. One person posted a 
video of him struggling to 
walk uphill, and a star was 
hatched.

“I want to lie and say 
I didn’t see this com-
ing, but we’ve been kind 
of hung up on our so-
cial media,” he said of his 
new-found fame.

The 34-year-old said he 
came to the island for his 
job two years ago, and he 
is originally from Iowa. 
He said he thinks he will 
be here for about six 
months longer before he 
must fly the coop.

So far he’s enjoyed his 
alter-eggo.

“The best part of it 
all is the mystery,” he 
said. “Apparently some-
one had said that I’m the 
Sasquatch of Whidbey 
Island — you know he’s 
out there, but you just 
can’t get a picture of him.”

There are a few things 
he wanted to clear up for 
his fans: It’s warm enough 
to stew in his own juices 
inside the costume and 
the wind is the chicken’s 
biggest weakness.

“A lot of people do not 
realize just how hot that 
costume gets,” he said. 
“It’s made of the same 
material as camping tents. 
Basically, you’re walk-
ing around in your own 
sauna.”

Because of the cos-
tume’s massive size, 

being out in the weather 
isn’t always a breeze.

“The wind managed to 
pick me up about three 
feet in the air and I landed 
on my side,” he said.

Daniel Johnson, self-de-
scribed “chicken handler” 
and a friend of the man 
inside the suit, said he 
appreciates his feathered 
friend’s effect on the com-
munity.

“I see a lot of happiness. 

It’s been pretty exciting 
to track on Facebook,” he 
said.

This year has been 
hard for everyone, but 
the chicken had some 
parting, cheerful words 
for those who find them-
selves brooding over 
their problems:

“We know this year has 
been a little foul, but we 
need to look at the sunny 
side up.”

CHICKEN
CONTINUED FROM A1
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The Whidbey Island Chicken has become somewhat of a 
local celebrity with fans, including Fernando Duran, who 
ask for a picture whenever they catch a glimpse.

Danette Marie Connole 
passed away with fam-
ily by her side on Nov. 
25 2020, at Providence 
Regional Medical Center 
in Everett Wash. She lived 
in Marysville, Wash., and 
was recently diagnosed 
with pancreatic cancer.

She is survived by 
Paul Connole, her hus-
band of 50 years; daugh-
ters Jan and Stacy; son 
Patrick; sons-in-law Todd 
Stephenson and Sims 
Weymuller; daughter-in-
law Lisa Connole; grand-
sons Cole, Peter, Sam and 
JP; and granddaughters 
Sophie and Lia.

She joins her parents, 
Daniel and Mary, and 
brother Tim in Heaven.

Danette was born in 
Butte, Mont. in 1947, grow-
ing up in Meaderville. She 
did chores for her grand-
mother Manila at the 45 
Club and kept her baseball 
mitt well-oiled. She attend-

ed Holy Savior, St Ann’s 
and Girls Central with 
her best friend Marge, 
and graduated from the 
MSU Nursing College in 
Bozeman, Mont.

In 1970, she and Paul 
married at the Immaculate 
Conception Church 
and they started a fam-
ily in Helena. She picked 
chokecherries for jelly 
(probably only once) and 
learned how to rappel in 
the Gallatin Canyon. In 
1979, they moved to the 
outskirts of Oak Harbor, 
Wash., with their two 
daughters and while preg-
nant with their son. She 
continued her work as 
a nurse, commuting to 
Anacortes (taking the back 
way) as well as Swinomish. 
She was a volunteer fire-
fighter for her local Polnell 
Shores community, where 
the regulars quickly found 
out she wasn’t there to 
make coffee.

In 2002, they sold 
the house they built off 
Midway Boulevard and 
moved to Tulalip, close to 
Paul’s work and closer to 
family.

She would probably 
disapprove of the word 
“Seahawks” showing up in 
her obituary, but it was al-
ways fun to watch games 
with her, fast-forwarding 
through the commercials 
and most of the replays.

She was affectionate-
ly called “Den” by the 
McLaughlin families and 
“Murf” by the Connole 
and Robins families, all of 
whom she held very dear.

She is greatly missed.
At her request, there are 

no services planned. Her 
family suggests memori-
als be directed to any food 
pantry or shelter.
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Connole

Danette 
Connole
Jan. 5, 1947 -                  
Nov. 25, 2020

A 43-year-old Oak Harbor woman 
was killed in a rollover accident on 
North Whidbey Monday evening, 
according to the Washington State 
Patrol.

The accident report states that 

Shannon R. Rodarmel died at the 
scene of the crash, which was re-
ported at 5:31 p.m.

Rodarmel was driving a 2001 
Honda Civic northward on Highway 
20 near the intersection with Jones 
Road when the car left the roadway 
onto the east shoulder and rolled, ac-

cording to the State Patrol. The car 
came to a rest on its top in a ditch.

Rodarmel was wearing a seatbelt 
at the time of the accident. The re-
port states that it’s unknown wheth-
er drugs or alcohol were factors in 
the crash but that it’s under inves-
tigation.
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Woman, 43, killed in rollover crash Monday


