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Candidate
Long hosts
drive-in
town halls
RICK BANNAN
Democratic candidate for
Washington’s Third Congressional District Carolyn Long did
not let social distancing requirements prevent her from speaking
more or less in person to wouldbe constituents as she hosted
two drive-in town halls in Clark
County last week.
Long hosted events at 54°40’
BEER in Washougal on Oct. 12

and at the IAFF Local 452 Vancouver Firefighters hall on Oct. 14,
where attendees could ask questions of the candidate from the
isolation of their vehicles. About
three dozen vehicles lined the field
behind the firefighters union hall
during the Oct. 14 event.
The second-time challenger
to unseat U.S. Rep. Jaime Herrera Beutler, R-Battle Ground,
has hosted mostly virtual events
in the 2020 election due to restrictions in place to combat the
COVID-19 pandemic, though
she touted hosting dozens of
in-person events during the prior
election cycle in 2018.
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Democratic Congressional candidate Carolyn Long introduces
herself to a crowd in vehicles during a drive-in town hall at the IAFF
Local 452 Vancouver Firefighters hall Oct. 14.
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Attendees in the first of two rows of vehicles hear answers from
Democratic Congressional candidate Carolyn Long during a drivein town hall at the IAFF Local 452 Vancouver Firefighters hall Oct. 14.

Clark County COVID-19:

Recent case rates continue to rise
THE REFLECTOR
Clark County saw a greater
number of new confirmed cases
of COVID-19 in the past week,
with 339 new positive tests and
three deaths reported between
Oct. 9 and Oct. 16.
Clark County Public Health’s
Friday update puts the total number of confirmed COVID-19 cases
at 4,118 since the outbreak began.
The three deaths were a woman
in her 70s with underlying health
conditions, a man in his 80s with
no underlying health conditions,
and a woman older than 80 years
old with underlying health conditions, putting the total number of
deaths in the county at 65.
Public Health’s Oct. 16 report showed 160 active cases of
COVID-19 in the county, which
were cases currently in the isolation period.
Clark County’s share of the
COVID-19 pandemic hit a grim
milestone in the latest report
last week, as the county had surpassed 100 cases per 100,000 of
population in the past two weeks.
The current incidence of new
COVID-19 cases in Clark County
is 100.1 cases per 100,000 residents over 14 days, an increase
from last week (95.6 cases per
100,000), which means Clark

Clark County
astronaut, NASA
admin talk Artemis
Program with
Herrera Beutler
RICK BANNAN
rick@thereflector.com
“There are a lot of things very
exciting in space today,” NASA
Astronaut and Clark County native Michael Barratt said during a
recent talk about the space agency’s future plans.
Barratt was participating in
a virtual discussion Oct. 15 featuring him, NASA Administrator
Jim Bridenstine and U.S.
Rep.
Jaime
Herrera Beutler, R-Battle
Ground,
to
talk
about
NASA’s latest spaceflight Jaime Herrera Beutler
program and
answer questions from students at
two Clark County schools: Vancouver ITech Prep and Camas
Odyssey Middle School.
Both Barratt and Bridenstine
talked about the Artemis Program, which NASA is planning
on using to send astronauts back
to the moon and beyond. Bridenstine said American astronauts
have been in low-Earth orbit for
close to 20 years aboard the International Space Station, adding
that the next step for NASA was
returning for a sustained presence
on the moon.
“We want to go to the moon to
stay,” Bridenstine said.
Unlike the Apollo Program,
which saw the first men on the
moon in the late 1960s and early 1970s, Artemis — which is
named after the twin sister of
See NASA on Page A8
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A graph showing the daily number of confirmed cases of COVID-19, as well as a curve of cumulative
cases, updated to Oct. 13. The left axis shows the number of new cases per day based on the date of
testing, while the right shows the cumulative number.
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A graph from Clark County
Public Health showing the
percentage of confirmed
COVID-19 cases by age,
updated to Oct. 13.
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Events in Washougal,
Vancouver draw
crowds in cars

‘It’s time
to break
orbit’
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From left, NASA astronauts Steve Bowen, Michael Barratt and Alvin Drew are pictured in the Quest airlock of
the International Space Station as they prepare for the start of the mission’s first spacewalk Feb. 28, 2011.
Barratt, a Clark County native, recently gave a virtual talk alongside NASA Administrator Jim Bridenstine
and U.S. Rep. Jaime Herrera Beutler, R-Battle Ground, regarding the space agency’s latest project to bring
astronauts back to the moon and to tie in the importance of STEM education to space exploration.

EXPERIENCED
LEADERSHIP

REPRESENTATIVE HOFF KNOWS

Our current economic challenges require

EXPERIENCED LEADERSHIP!

We are facing real problems that take
real leadership. Larry’s experience in
the legislature and in business, while
leading a financial institution through
the great recession, is exactly what
we need in Olympia.

Apollo and goddess of the moon
in Greek mythology — plans
to have the first woman on the
moon in 2024, and will result in
permanent habitation of Earth’s
biggest natural satellite.
Bridenstine added that also
differing from Apollo, Artemis will feature international
and commercial partners that
weren’t available during the
prior program that ended almost a half-century ago. He
said part of NASA’s goal was to
use the resources of the moon,
saying there were “hundreds
of millions of tons” of ice on
the moon’s south pole, which
is where the program aims to
land.
Sustained occupation of the
moon wasn’t the last step, as
Bridenstine added that NASA
was looking toward going to
Mars. He said that recent discoveries of complex organic
compounds and potentially liquid water 12 kilometers below
the surface of the planet makes
the chance for even more discoveries on the planet tantalizing, which future astronauts
would be able to do after learning the sustained habitation of
the moon.
Bridenstine explained that
any manned missions to Mars
would likely have to stay on
the planet for years given the
window of time missions there
have every 26 months, though
he said advances in propulsion
technologies may change that.
Herrera Beutler introduced
the Camas-based Barratt, with
her notably-excited oldest child
seen in the video feed.
“This program is something
that I think captures all of our
imaginations, whether we’re
older or younger. It’s a big
deal,” Herrera Beutler said.
The congresswoman said
that not only did the event
highlight the work and plans of
NASA but also reinforced the
importance of science, technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM) education
integral to the work the space
agency does.
Herrera Beutler said that
while in the past Southwest
Washington had relied on timber forests for its economy,
“what I like to say now is that
we have a growing ‘silicon for-

REPRESENTATIVE HOFF
has the experience to lead
our citizens, our local businesses and our state out of our
COVID-19 created challenges.

MARK A. ERIKSON
Attorney at Law
(360) 696-1012
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est’ because of the growth of
our tech industries,” adding
nearly 40 percent of the gross
regional product of Southwest
Washington was in STEM-related industries.
“When most people think of
NASA they think of astronauts,
which is an important part of
the agency, but it also includes
researchers and scientists and
doctors and engineers, which
are absolutely vital in running
NASA’s many programs,” Herrera Beutler said.
Barratt joined NASA in 1991
and has participated in two
space flights totalling 211 days
in space, including two spacewalks. He was a NASA flight
surgeon before being picked as
an astronaut in 2000, launching
both from the Russian Soyuz
rocket and on the last flight of
Space Shuttle Discovery.
Barratt said the main use of
the ISS was for scientific research, with the station serving
as a laboratory that has rendered a host of discoveries over
the decades.
“When you remove gravity,
you find things,” Barratt remarked, “and we have found so
many things way beyond what
we expected out there.”
Barratt said one of the biggest differences between what
space exploration was developing when he was a kid and
what is happening now was
the amount of different players, pointing out a handful of
private companies including
Boeing that were designing
spacecraft. With all the new developments he said there was a
paradigm shift in astronautics
from the past several decades,
highlighted by the goals of the
Artemis Program.
“It’s time to break orbit and
go explore,” Barratt said.
He mentioned a few of the
craft being developed for the
Artemis Program, including
the Orion Capsule, a “Gateway
Station” in the lunar vicinity
and a human landing system,
the last of which Barratt has
provided medical input on its
development.
Barratt likened a sustained
presence on the moon as a
“god-given space station” to
allow for further exploration,
including Mars.
Barratt brought the conversation back to the importance
of STEM, pointing to a quote
from Carl Sagan from 1990
— “We live in a society exquisitely dependent on science and
technology, in which hardly
anyone knows anything about
science and technology.”
“I would say that is more
true now,” Barratt said. “There
is a bit of a gap in the public
awareness of that science and
technology that really fuels us
— our economy, our exploration, our whole lives.”

110 W. 13th St., Vancouver, WA 98660

“For 30 years, my job included helping citizens and small
businesses over seemingly insurmountable challenges. As your
State Representative, I have continued on the path of assisting
individuals and businesses as they navigate the twisting roads of
our state’s regulation maze. Now, more than ever, we need my experienced set of skills to continue leading our way back to prosperity.”

Larry Hoff
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State Representative, 18th District
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