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By Ken Stern

No fooling, the national cen-
sus, the Constitutionally man-
dated every 10 years count of 
every person n the United States, 
kicked off April 1st. Because we 
all count, it is critical that we all 
get counted. Federal funds for our 

communities and our state, and 
districting boundaries for state 
and national legislative seats are 
shaped by census results. If folks 
are missed, don’t get counted, ev-
eryone loses.

Door-to-door canvassing is 
limited by the COVID-19 virus 
pandemic. Your patriotic duty is 

to complete the census, for your 
good and the support of your 
neighbors and your community.

Spread the word and get every-
one you know counted, so they 
count.

Complete the census with a 
phone call, toll free, 844-330-
2020, or via 2020census.gov. 

Census count on now

By Bill Reynolds

The COVID-19 pandemic that 
led to a statewide Stay Home or-
der has been brutal on local busi-
ness owners and employees alike.

It has also been tough on those 
who gladly work for free.

La Conner area volunteers who 
log hours for service clubs, char-
itable organizations and a host of 
community-based programs and 
projects have had to adapt in real 
time with daily life being shut 
down to stem spread of the coro-
navirus.

“COVID-19 has done a fine job 
of slowing down almost all vol-
unteering,” lamented Town Parks 
Commissioner Ollie Iversen, also 
a La Conner Rotarian who in nor-
mal times is a regular behind the 
counter at the Chamber of Com-
merce Visitors Center.

But these aren’t normal times.
The Friends of the Library 

closed its thrift store in mid-
March and won’t re-open until 
it becomes safe for volunteers to 
return to work.

“How ironic,” mused Friends 
of the Library President Joan 
Scarboro, “that we had spent the 
first two months of the year assur-
ing the public that we were still 

open and seeking donations and 
now to be putting up signs saying 
‘closed, no donations, please.’”

That’s not all.
Friends of the Library has 

nixed its monthly meetings until 
more than 10 people can gather in 
one place, Scarboro said.

“When that happens,” she 
vowed, “we look forward to wel-
coming Jared Fair, the new Li-
brary Director, with a party.”

That could be awhile, howev-
er, longtime La Conner volunteer 
Peter Goldfarb acknowledged.

“The ‘Stay at Home’ quarantine 
is the only way to slow down this 
persistent virus. We are all vul-
nerable,” said Goldfarb, whose 
ties to the La Conner Chamber 
extend back a generation.

“As Cindy Verge at the Tulip 
Festival said,” Goldfarb add-
ed, “most of the volunteers she 
depends on are in their 70s and 
80s, the very vulnerable ages, so 
(they) should not be exposed to 
the virus or flu.”

La Conner Sunrise Food Bank, 
which is officially and emotion-
ally an essential business, has 
implemented enhanced public 
health safety measures during the 
virus outbreak – a period that has 
seen increased demand for its ser-

vices.
The La Conner pantry, manned 

by volunteers, has launched a 
curbside pickup system to assure 
social distancing during food dis-
tribution.

Such practices are vital, said 
food bank director and La Conner 
Weekly News General Manager 
Michelle Havist.

“The reality is, at this time, 
we don’t know who’s a carrier 
of this virus,” Havist told food 
bank volunteers. “And if one of 
us contracts COVID-19, we will 
all probably have to isolate for 14 
days, which means the food bank 
closes, too.”

Some volunteers, with Havist’s 
blessing, have opted to remain 
home during the virus crisis.

“Kitchen volunteers and every-
one else who is staying home, we 
miss you terribly,” Havist said, 
“but we are all happy that you 
continue to stay home and stay 
well.”

The La Conner chapter of So-
roptimist International has had 
to temporarily close its Vintage 
Store at Third and Morris and 
cancel the group’s annual awards 
banquet.

Volunteers put out of work by virus crisis

By Ken Stern
March was unusually cold, 

though not as cold as 2019, the 
century’s coldest March. The av-
erage low of 35.5 degrees was 
two degrees above last year’s. But 
2020’s average high of 50.5 was 
four degrees lower than 2019’s, 
dropping the average daily tem-
perature to 42.4 degrees, 2.5 de-
grees below the century’s average 
daily average. The average low 
of 36 degrees was pulled down 
by 13 mornings of frost, includ-
ing the week of 14-20, with 26 
degrees March 17 the coldest day.

The average high was 51 de-
grees. It never reached 60 de-
grees; 59 degrees on the 20th was 
the month’s high.

Skagit farm fields were able 

to dry out in March. Rainfall to-
taled 2.84”. Most of the rain came 
at the beginning and end of the 
month: The 1.2” of rain March 
3-5 and the inch on the 29-31 was 
over three-quarters of the month’s 
precipitation, with 0.80” the 30th 
28% of the month’s total. 

There were 16 days of no rain 
and less than one-tenth inch fell 
eight times In the 25 days be-
tween the 5th and 29th, less than 
an inch of rain fell and it didn’t 
rain the 11 days between the 12th 
and 22nd. 

March’s rain was almost 10% 
below the century’s average, 
though it was more than twice 
2019’s record low rainfall. These 
last three years have been unusu-
ally cold and dry for this century.

March cold and dry overall
Rain Report:

MARCH
Rain last week, March 29-April 
  4: 1.17
Rainfall in March: 2.84
Number of rain days: 16
Least rain, one day: 0.01,
  March 27
Most rain, one day: 0.79,
  March 30
Least rain: 1.35, 2019
Most rain: 5.01, 2017
Average rainfall, 2000-2021:
  3.14
Rainfall last month, Feb.: 4.82

All totals in inches. Data from 
WSU Mount Vernon.

By Ken Stern
Business owners, get online now and apply for federal funds 

now. All area businesses, self-employed persons and nonprofits are 
eligible.

The Weekly News has already applied for the Economic Injury 
Disaster Advance Loan. Run by the Small Business Administration, 
it provides up to $10,000 and becomes a grant: It does not have to 
be repaid when program requirments are met. 

The SBA webpage reads: 
“In response to the Coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic, small 

business owners in all U.S. states, Washington D.C., and territories 
are eligible to apply for an Economic Injury Disaster Loan advance 
of up to $10,000.

“This advance will provide economic relief to businesses that are 
currently experiencing a temporary loss of revenue. Funds will be 
made available within three days of a successful application. This 
loan advance will not have to be repaid.”

It took 15 minutes to apply. Needed are the legal business name, 
your EIN, Employer Identification Number, and your gross income 
and Cost of Goods Sold, COGS, for Jan. 31, 2019-Jan. 31, 2020. 
All website urls are below.

The Paycheck Protection Program is a second loan program 
from the CARES Act passed by Congress and signed by President 
Trump. It is a nearly $350-billion program intended to provide 
American small businesses with eight weeks of cash-flow assis-
tance through 100 percent federally guaranteed loans.

This loan has a maturity of two years and an interest rate of 1%.
SBA will forgive loans if all employees are kept on the payroll 

for eight weeks and the money is used for payroll, rent, mortgage 
interest or utilities. The loan covers expenses from Feb. 15-June 30, 
2020. There is no cost to apply.

Forgiveness is based on the employer maintaining or quickly 
rehiring employees and maintaining salary levels. 

Apply through banks authorized to handle SBA loans. The web-
site listed hundreds of nearby branches.

Download a four page form: There are two pages to fill out and 
two pages of instructions and conditions. Use Adobe Reader to type 
answers and for initials and signatures. It took 25 minutes to fill 
out. Needed are the business’ legal name, EIN and average monthly 
payroll numbers.

Businesses: Apply NOW 
for Disaster Loans

By Anne Basye

“Expected Returns on Most Northwest Ag Commodities Level-
ing Up” was the optimistic headline of Northwest Farm Credit’s 
quarterly Market Snapshot in January.

The April 2 Snapshot says that in sector after sector, forecasts 
now range from “variable profitability” to “unprofitable returns”.

“It’s all so new and changing so fast, it’s hard to get a clear 
picture,” said Don McMoran, director of the Washington State Uni-
versity Skagit County Extension. “It’s super clear that people are 
not buying flowers, bulbs or coming to the Tulip Festival, which is 
having a huge impact.

“If you are a food producer and you are not dealing with the 
export market, those kinds of crops will be trending upward. If you 
produce commodities that are not shelf stable, like the dairy indus-
try, you are taking a big hit.”

Milk prices had been forecasted to increase 50 cents per hundred 
pounds in 2020 after hovering just above break-even through 2019.

“We thought we’d have a decent year, and then prices were cut 
across the board.” said Jason Vander Kooy of Harmony Dairy on 
Beaver Marsh Road.

Shuttered restaurants and schools have depressed demand for 
milk just as grass starts growing and production goes up. Product is 
sitting in warehouses. Plants set up to produce 40-pound blocks of 
cheese and 55-pound barrels of sour cream for institutional clients 
like Pizza Hut and Domino’s can’t retool for the consumer market, 
where milk is still in great demand.

About 40 percent of the powdered milk produced by Darigold’s 
Lynden plant is exported. With ports closed, sales have slowed. 
“There are no shipping containers in Seattle because no vessels are 

Dairies and growers alike

Farmers facing COVID-19 impacts

EVERYBODY COUNTS --The sign above, located in Swinomish Village near Rainbow Bridge, is a remind-
er of how important it is to stand up and be counted for the 2020 Census. Conducted every 10 years, the 
Census helps establish levels of federal funding for communities, schools, hospitals, roads and other key 
services and programs. It also serves as the basis for determining political representation. 
                                                                                                                                          – Photo by Ken Stern

AND THEN THERE WERE FIVE – Last week The Slider Café and 
Santo Coyote closed. Open are COA, Nell Thorn, Oyster & Thistle 
and Seeds. Once again the La Conner Tavern is open Fridays. The 
list of closed eateries is, sadly, much longer.            – Photo by Ken Stern
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pandemic. Your patriotic duty is 

to complete the census, for your 
good and the support of your 
neighbors and your community.

Spread the word and get every-
one you know counted, so they 
count.

Complete the census with a 
phone call, toll free, 844-330-
2020, or via 2020census.gov. 
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itable organizations and a host of 
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projects have had to adapt in real 
time with daily life being shut 
down to stem spread of the coro-
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of slowing down almost all vol-
unteering,” lamented Town Parks 
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a La Conner Rotarian who in nor-
mal times is a regular behind the 
counter at the Chamber of Com-
merce Visitors Center.

But these aren’t normal times.
The Friends of the Library 

closed its thrift store in mid-
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“How ironic,” mused Friends 
of the Library President Joan 
Scarboro, “that we had spent the 
first two months of the year assur-
ing the public that we were still 

open and seeking donations and 
now to be putting up signs saying 
‘closed, no donations, please.’”

That’s not all.
Friends of the Library has 

nixed its monthly meetings until 
more than 10 people can gather in 
one place, Scarboro said.

“When that happens,” she 
vowed, “we look forward to wel-
coming Jared Fair, the new Li-
brary Director, with a party.”

That could be awhile, howev-
er, longtime La Conner volunteer 
Peter Goldfarb acknowledged.

“The ‘Stay at Home’ quarantine 
is the only way to slow down this 
persistent virus. We are all vul-
nerable,” said Goldfarb, whose 
ties to the La Conner Chamber 
extend back a generation.

“As Cindy Verge at the Tulip 
Festival said,” Goldfarb add-
ed, “most of the volunteers she 
depends on are in their 70s and 
80s, the very vulnerable ages, so 
(they) should not be exposed to 
the virus or flu.”

La Conner Sunrise Food Bank, 
which is officially and emotion-
ally an essential business, has 
implemented enhanced public 
health safety measures during the 
virus outbreak – a period that has 
seen increased demand for its ser-

vices.
The La Conner pantry, manned 

by volunteers, has launched a 
curbside pickup system to assure 
social distancing during food dis-
tribution.

Such practices are vital, said 
food bank director and La Conner 
Weekly News General Manager 
Michelle Havist.

“The reality is, at this time, 
we don’t know who’s a carrier 
of this virus,” Havist told food 
bank volunteers. “And if one of 
us contracts COVID-19, we will 
all probably have to isolate for 14 
days, which means the food bank 
closes, too.”

Some volunteers, with Havist’s 
blessing, have opted to remain 
home during the virus crisis.

“Kitchen volunteers and every-
one else who is staying home, we 
miss you terribly,” Havist said, 
“but we are all happy that you 
continue to stay home and stay 
well.”

The La Conner chapter of So-
roptimist International has had 
to temporarily close its Vintage 
Store at Third and Morris and 
cancel the group’s annual awards 
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precipitation, with 0.80” the 30th 
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There were 16 days of no rain 
and less than one-tenth inch fell 
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March’s rain was almost 10% 
below the century’s average, 
though it was more than twice 
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sitting in warehouses. Plants set up to produce 40-pound blocks of 
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By Bill Reynolds

Absent fireworks, the final 
chapter of the Friends of the La 
Conner Library Thrift Store still 
promises a bang-up ending with 
a big Independence Day week-
end closing sale.

The popular Morris Street 
shop, its inventory overflowing 
with a wide array of donated 
items, will be scene of a blow-
out sale July 3-4 from 11-5 p.m. 
each day.

Many are calling the store’s 
closure the end of an era in La 
Conner.

“It’s been a wonderful run,” 
Friends of the Library President 
Joan Scarboro said on Thursday. 
“As volunteers, working at the 
counter, my husband and I had a 
wonderful time.”

The store opened in a former 
automotive garage, on proper-
ty purchased by the library in 
2012. Since then its steady busi-
ness has covered mortgage pay-
ments and more for the future 
site of the La Conner-Swinom-
ish Regional Library.

The Friends group has long 
championed library causes.

“The Friends have support-
ed the library since 1988 with 
fundraising events and projects 
to benefit library needs and pro-
grams,” said La Conner Library 
Foundation Director Susan 

July 3-4 blowout sale

Friends of Library closing
book on its thrift store era

Macek. “Over the years most 
of the proceeds and contribu-
tions were set aside in a special 
account to help support their 
hopes and dreams – a new li-
brary building to serve the 5,000 
residents of our library district.”

Macek told the Weekly News 
that six years ago the Friends 
helped jump-start the fundrais-
ing campaign for a new library 
with a gift of $42,000.

“A copy of that check,” 
Macek said, “has hung above 
the door to the thrift shop ever 
since.

The COVID-19 pandemic 
forced the store to lock up this 
spring, mere months ahead of 
anticipated ground-breaking for 
the long sought new library.

There was much thought giv-
en in past weeks to re-opening 
the store when cleared to do so 
under the statewide COVID-19 
Safe Start plan. But that idea 
was reluctantly nixed.

The heavy workload required 
to re-open briefly prior to build-
ing the new library was a key 
factor in the decision.

“With everyone at home 
cleaning out their houses and 
closets the last three or four 
months, we knew we would be 
overwhelmed with donations,” 
Scarboro explained, “and we 
weren’t sure there would be 
enough people to sort through 

By Bill Reynolds

Dr. Whitney Meissner has resigned after three years at the La 
Conner Schools helm to accept an administrative post in another 
district, a move she announced prior to a video-conferenced local 
school board meeting Monday night.

Meissner said she will step down as superintendent June 30 and 
reveal her new assignment the following day.

She called the decision bitter-
sweet, noting that her daughter, 
Molly, is a La Conner High 
graduate, and that they have made 
many lifelong friends here.

“The highlights from my time 
here are so many,” she told the 
Weekly News on Tuesday. “There 
are some really great people I will 
always call friends. Our adminis-
trative and leadership teams did 
great work every day, but I’m 
especially proud of what they 

Board Director Brad Smith leaves, too

Whitney Meissner resigns
from La Conner schools

DR. WHITNEY MEISSNER
helped us do during this COVID-19 (school) closure.”

Her tenure as La Conner Schools chief was hardly bland.
Meissner drew official rebukes last June from membership of the 

two La Conner Schools employee unions, who called for her ouster 
in the wake of unexpected departures of elementary principal Bev 
Bowen and food services director Georgia Johnson, both of whom 
had enjoyed widespread campus support.

Employees alleged Meissner, with whom they had sometimes 
contentious contract negotiations in 2018, had created a hostile 
work environment, employed a divisive management style and that 
her interpersonal communication skills were lacking and occasion-
ally overbearing.

Meissner answered with a mea culpa, vowing an improved dia-
logue going forward.

But union leadership felt the gesture was too little, too late.
Adding to the tumultuous mix was the La Conner School Board 

undergoing a flurry of change, the most recent example being the 
surprise resignation of longtime member Brad Smith, who had 
represented the Shelter Bay director district for 14 years. His resig-
nation was effective June 19 he wrote in his letter to the Board last 
week.

The 2019 board elections, coming just months after the unions 
issued votes of no confidence in Meissner, saw challengers John 

everything.
“It would have been a case,” 

she added, “of having to re-en-
ergize for about six weeks or 
two months.”

The local thrift store has been 
a source of energy from the out-
set, when it transitioned from 
what had been a book nook in 
the northwest corner of the li-
brary.

Moving into the old auto 
shop was no simple task. Mem-
bers of the La Conner Kiwanis 
Club partnered with Friends of 
the Library, completely remod-
eling the building to house a 
venture that was expanded from 
book sales to a full-fledged sec-
ond-hand retail outlet.

“They did the heavy lifting,” 
Scarboro said of La Conner Ki-
wanians, who have received a 
portion of store sales proceeds 
for their community service 
projects.

The concept of opening a 
thrift store coincided with li-
brary officials assessing the 
need for a larger facility.

“We had started talking about 
it,” recalled Diane Fritzler, who 
was President of the Friends of 
the Library at the time, “when 
the library talked about (con-
structing) a new building.”

The result was more cha-

By Ken Stern

For the second time in 90 
years the little town of Tenino, 
Washington, population 1,884, 
is making big national news, and 
for the same reason: the Thur-
ston County community south 
of Olympia has again created a 
local currency, again in wood. 
The town government is pro-
viding qualifying residents up to 
$300 a month in the wood scrip, 
to be used at local businesses. 
The merchants then redeem the 
$25 bills at town hall.

A couple of reporters came 
down from Seattle to write about 
it. A 2,000 word story published 
on the news website The Hustle 
June 12 by Michael Waters was 
followed by Gene Johnson of 
The Associated Press. His June 
17 story has been reprinted from 
coast to coast, from Oregon Pub-
lic Broadcasting to the Washing-
ton Post, as part of “‘One Good 
Thing:’ Stories about the kind-

ness of strangers and individuals 
who sacrifice for others during 
the coronavirus outbreak.”

Waters set a scene somewhat 
familiar to La Conner merchants 
this spring, but worse: For more 
than a month, the downtown 
area looked almost abandoned. 
Residents couldn’t afford gro-
ceries. Long lines snaked out-
side the local food bank. 

Mayor Wayne Fournier gets 
credit for acting to bring back 
the economy. “We were talking 
about grants for business, mi-
croloans, trying to team up with 
a bunch of different banks,” he 
told Waters. “The big concern 
was, ‘How do we directly help 
families and individuals?’”

His solution: a local curren-
cy for low-income residents 
in need. The Town became a 
mint and a bank, printing $25 
“bills” on maple veneer, the 
fund backed by $10,000 from 
the Town. A 130 year-old print-
ing press from the local museum 

was again pressed into service.
The great backstory Waters 

found: During the Great De-
pression, the city printed sets of 
wooden dollars using that exact 
same 1890 newspaper printer. 
Then, within a year, the wooden 
currency had helped bring the 
economy back from the dead.

Water sums up today’s pro-
gram: Low income residents ap-
ply for up to $300 monthly. The 
scrip has to be used locally for 
basic needs, including food, gas, 
and daycare. Most businesses 
take the wooden bucks. Twice 
a month they can go to city hall 
and redeem them for cash. Re-
strictions: no cigarettes, lottery 
tickets, marijuana or alcohol. 

The AP’s Gene Johnson inter-
viewed locals for his story. Ty-
ler Whitworth, past president of 
the local chamber of commerce, 
told him, “The city could have 

Wood currency holds up Tenino

A DIFFERENT WAY TO BE IN THE STREETS – Concrete barricades, art, graffiti, masks: No it is not 
Beirut or Baghdad but the CHOP – the Capital Hill Occupied Protest – in Seattle. Sunday started the third 
week of youths insisting on a different future, one where Black Lives Matter and a safe community means 
defunding the police 50%. That is the City’s East Precinct police station boarded up behind the tents.  
                                                                                                                                        – Photo by Ken Stern

AN EAGLE HAS LANDED – Is this a precursor to our nation’s birth-
day anniversary? As patriotic as our national bird are our country’s 
farms. This guy was resting while keeping a watchful eye for rodents 
on a bale at Mesman’s farm just east of La Conner.  

– Photo by Sarah Walls

Skagit County’s Phase 2 Status
By Ken Stern

Requiring masks in downtown La Conner is a good public 
health idea for merchants and the public, Skagit County Health Of-
ficer Dr. Howard Leibrand told the Weekly News Tuesday. “That 
is a reasonable concept. Distancing is important. The more room 
you give people the better; outdoor air flow seems to be better for 
the prevention of transmission; not being enclosed is a help; as 
long as you are doing everything in the realm of Phase 2”

Leibrand continues to champion the public health precautions 
of wearing a mask, social distancing and not being with more than 
five people in a week outside your household. For Skagit County 
to move from Phase 2 to Phase 3 the 130,000 county residents 
must continuously abide by these measures. “You can’t go to 
phase 3 unless you are willing to do the things that affect every-
one,” Leibrand said.

“We are not willing to do the things that keep people safe,” he 
observed. “Some of this upsurge we are seeing are due to Mothers 
Day and Memorial Day and the pent-up needs to see each other. It 
is not the rules that are the problem it is this COVID virus that is 
the problem.”

He noted the 50 positive test cases in the county since June 
1. While the County can apply next week to move to Phase 3, 
Leibrand will not recommend that at Friday’s meeting of the 
Skagit County Board of Health, calling the trends bothersome. The 
county commissioners agree with him, he said. They are three of 
the Board’s five members.

The key metric counties must meet is the rate of newly diag-
nosed cases per 100,000 population during the prior two weeks. 
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POLICE BLOTTER

  Aqiimuk’s
Kitchen

Savory Tomato Pie
Ingredients
Pie crust, 1 for the 
  bottom
Mozzarella cheese, 1 
  cup, shredded
Cheddar cheese, ½ cup 
  shredded
Tomatoes, 2 large
Salt, 1 teaspoon
Garlic granules/powder, 
  ½ teaspoon
Oregano, ½ teaspoon
Basil, fresh, 1/3 cup, 
  optional
Black pepper, to taste

By Patricia Aqiimuk Paul, Esq.
Food Editor - pat@laconnernews.com

Perfect pie to take on a picnic. It is great served with 
sandwiches for lunch. In this recipe I used two large Beefsteak 
tomatoes from Hedlin Family Farms. Plus, I added half a pint 
of cherry tomatoes.

Mayonnaise, ¼ cup
Cherry tomatoes, 1 cup, halved
Preparation

Preheat oven to 400 F. Peel tomatoes. Option is not 
to peel. Slice. Lay over paper towels and sprinkle with 
salt. Place the pie crust in your pie dish. Use a dinner 
fork to poke holes in the pie crust. Sprinkle 1/3 cup of the 
mozzarella cheese around the bottom. Bake in your hot 
oven for ten minutes. Allow to cool completely. Lower the 
temperature of the oven to 350 F.

Combine 1/3 cup shredded mozzarella and ¼ cup 
shredded cheddar cheese together and set aside.

Make your first layer of tomato slices on top of the 
cooled crust. Sprinkle with garlic, oregano and black 
pepper. Add a layer of the cheese mixture. If using basil, 
spread several leaves. You can substitute fresh sage 
for the basil. Repeat for the second layer. Place the 
halved cherry tomatoes on top. You can substitute grape 
tomatoes or just another layer of sliced tomato.

Mix the final bits of both cheeses in a bowl with 
the mayonnaise. Dot over the cherry tomatoes. Bake 
uncovered for 30 to 35 minutes. Cool before serving. May 
be served warm, at room temperature, or cold.

425-418-4336 • ellenbohn.comellenbohn.com

Your Local La Conner

REALTOR®

ASSOCIATE BROKERS

210 commercial ave., anacortes, wa. 98221

We’re open
10 to 6

Tuesday through
Friday

and 10 to 5
Saturday.

360-588-1676
bikespot28@gmail.com

By Robin Carneen 
During the COVID-19 pan-

demic there have been restric-
tions preventing large gatherings, 
making it a real challenge for 
milestones like birthdays. 

But mother Autumn Taylor 
wanted to make sure her daugh-

Lucetta Williams’ birthday parade
ter, Lucetta Williams, would still 
have a way to celebrate hers.

Last Wednesday while standing 
in their front yard decorated with 
balloons and large lawn signs that 
said “ Happy Birthday,” Taylor, 
Robert Williams, the dad; Lucet-
ta, her siblings, family and about 
a dozen of her friends were treat-
ed to a special “Birthday Parade” 
led by the Swinomish Police De-
partment and Skagit County Fire 
District 13 vehicles. The joy on 
Lucetta’s face was indescribable. 
At the start of the parade, she 
turned to me and softly said “they 
are nice!” 

The emergency vehicles fl ashed 

their lights and blared their sirens 
as the lead police vehicle blast-
ed the classic “Happy Birthday” 
song over a loudspeaker. The offi  -
cer in that vehicle drove by smil-
ing and singing “ Happy birthday 
to you!” at the top of his lungs.

They were followed by a pro-
cession of honking vehicles full 
of waving friends and relatives, 
stopping only long enough to 
drop off  a gift and birthday greet-
ing for the three year old girl. 

This was one of many parades 
that have happened on the Swin-
omish Reservation and all across 
the United States since the start of 
the pandemic.

given out debit cards or cash, but 
we don’t know where that money 
is going to go. This is one of the 
ways we could keep the money 
here in the community.”

The mayor’s summary: “We’re 
a small community that relies on 
a lot of tourism during the sum-
mer. Now, everything’s been shut 
down. Our businesses, our restau-
rants, antique stores, they’re not 
going to have the traffi  c. There’s 
no assistance available for them. 
We are on our own.”

The wooden dollars will ex-
pire after the Town declares its 
COVID-19 state of emergency 
over. Waters quotes Fournier: 
“We’ll run out this program and 
then we’ll look into having our 
own city currency.”

Waters’ article goes into some 
detail on the history of local cur-
rencies during the Great Depres-
sion, when “hundreds of munic-
ipalities, business associations 
and worker co-ops started issuing 
scrips.” He reviews the status of 
municipalities around the country 
and world with local currencies 
today. His story: https://thehustle.
co/covid19-local-currency-teni-
no-washington/.

Monday, June 15
12:53 p.m.: Made nice – Re-

port of a fi ght. Deputies arrived 
and did not locate any problems. 
S. 4th St., La Conner.

5:30 p.m.: All cracked up – 
Caller noticed a vehicle with the 
window broken out. Deputies 
contacted the owners who con-
fi rmed they had been the victim 
of a vehicle prowl. Bay View Ed-
ison Rd., Bay View.

9:11 p.m.: Was sound made? 
– Tree in the roadway. Homeown-
ers removed it. McLean and Avon 
Allen Rds., Greater La Conner.

Tuesday, June 16
8:57 a.m.: Alarms happen – 

False alarm, employee error. A 
museum, S. 1st St., La Conner.

10:22 a.m.: Slip sliding away 
– Rocks in the roadway. Pub-
lic works was notifi ed. Pioneer 
Pkwy, Rainbow Brdg.

1:57 p.m.: Barks and bites – 
Caller reported a dog fi ght that 
happened while camping at the 
state park. Referred to the park 
rangers. Bay View Edison Rd., 
Bay View.

9:56 p.m.: Car got away – 
Caller reported they were almost 
hit by a tan 4-door vehicle 20 
minutes earlier. No other descrip-
tion of the vehicle. Morris and 6th 
Sts. La Conner.

Wednesday, June 17
5:51 p.m.: Cans in hands – 

Deputies investigated a report of 
possible graffi  ti. The caller ob-
served two males leaving the area 
with paint cans in their hands. 
Deputies later contacted one of 
the juveniles who said it was oth-
er people who did the graffi  ti and 
he and his friend were just throw-
ing the cans away. N. 2nd St., La 
Conner.

6:55 p.m.: Farmers argue – 
Civil matter over the use of hay 
bales and horse pasture. Brad-
shaw Rd., Greater La Conner.

Thursday, June 18
7:33 a.m.: Town tagged – Re-

port of the above mentioned graf-
fi ti by La Conner Public Works. 
Pioneer Park, S. 4th St., La Con-
ner.

10:20 a.m.: Dogs run free – 
Same animal problem mentioned 
above. Bay View Edison Rd., Bay 
View.

12:02 p.m.: Litter patrol – 
Recovered an empty sharps con-
tainer and disposed of it. Dike 
Rd., Conway.

12:59 p.m.: Purple haze – Re-
port of a purple 70s Ford that was 
driving all over the road. Deputies 
checked the area, but were unable 
to locate it. Chilberg and La Con-
ner Whitney Rd., La Conner.

10:18 p.m.: Cows happen – 
Loose cows in the roadway. Cows 
were removed by the owner. Rec-
tor and Josh Wilson Rds., Bay 
View.

Friday, June 19
12:02 p.m.: Family matters – 

Caller wanted deputies to check 
on her father. The caller stated he 
had younger people living with 
him who may be taking advan-
tage of him fi nancially. Deputies 
knocked on the apartment door, 
no one answered. Maple Ave., La 
Conner.

12:54 p.m.: Check this out – 
Caller  wanted to pass informa-
tion to the Sheriff ’s Offi  ce. Similk 
Beach., Greater La Conner.

12:56 p.m.: Always be care-
ful – Caller reported that a tenant 
who lives in an adjacent dwelling 
nearly struck her and her electric 
wheelchair while backing out of 
her driveway. Investigation con-
tinuing. Bradshaw Rd, Greater La 
Conner.

1:15 p.m.: And doors locked, 
too – Intoxicated male contacted 
at the public bathrooms. The male 
was not injured and just needed a 
ride home. Morris St., La Conner.

6:07 p.m.: Broken window 
policing – Caller reported their 
small rear window had been bro-
ken on their vehicle. Nothing was 
taken from the vehicle. Spruce 
St., Conway.

• During the Great Fire of New Orle-
ans in 1788, priests refused to allow 
church bells to be rung as fire alarms 
because it was Good Friday. As a 
result, 856 buildings burned during the 
conflagration.

• Ancient Egyptians believed that men 
menstruated too and that blood in men’s 
urine and stool was a positive sign of 
fertility. Little did they know that para-
sitic worms were the likely cause.

• It would take less than six months 
to get to the moon by car at 60 mph.

• It’s not every day that a man in love 
demonstrates his affection by holding 
a funeral, but future president Ulysses 
S. Grant wasn’t every man. When his 
future wife Julia’s pet canary died, he 
painstakingly fashioned a small coffin 
for it, which he painted yellow, then 
summoned eight of his fellow military 
officers to Julia’s house, where he con-
ducted a service for the bird.

• Babe Ruth once said he knew he 
didn’t swing hard enough if “a little 
poop didn’t come out.”

• August Rodin’s work “The Age 
of Bronze” was so realistic that some 
people thought he’d actually sacrificed 
a real person inside the cast.

• English poet Lord Byron was a stu-
dent at Cambridge University when 
he took issue with the ban on keep-
ing dogs as pets, so he came up with 
a unique way of getting back at the 
school: Since there was no prohibition 
in the fine print against bears on cam-
pus (probably because they’d never 
had a pupil quite like Byron before), 
he not only found a bear to keep as a 
pet, but also took it for walks around 
the grounds on a leash.

• Despite being raised and identifying 
as Jewish, singer-songwriter Leonard 
Cohen spent five years in seclusion at the 
Mt. Baldy Zen Center in California and 
was ordained a Buddhist monk in 1996.

***
Thought for the Day: “Keep away 

from people who try to belittle your 
ambitions. Small people always do 
that, but the really great make you feel 
that you, too, can become great.” — 
Mark Twain
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ALL THIS FOR ME? AND I AM ONLY THREE. – Lucetta Williams had her father, Robert Williams, next to 
her, and her mom, Autumn Taylor, holding her hand last week as they excitedly watched vehicles from the 
Swinomish police department, Fire District 13, friends and family drove by in a new kind of way to celebrate 
during the CV-19 pandemic: a birthday parade.                                                             – Photo by Robin Carneen

Putting People First, Keeping People First...

Elect GENE
HART

WASHINGTON STATE GOVERNOR 2020 (D)
Paid for by Gene Hart, PO Box 773, Bremerton, WA 98337
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