
Come this spring, Mercer-
dale Park’s playground will 
be getting a new look with 
fresh equipment, drainage 
and a rubber play surface.

At a Mercerdale play-
ground renovation virtual 
public meeting on Feb. 
8, city Capital Projects 
Manager Paul West said 
the city council has chosen 
to fund the playground 
replacement in its 2021-22 

Biennial Budget.
Built in 1992, Mercer-

dale’s playground features 

a kid-sized train as its main 
attraction along with tradi-
tional structures and slides. 

Mercerdale — also known 
as Train Park — sports 
one of a dozen Island 

playgrounds and is located 
at 77th Avenue Southeast 
and Southeast 32nd Street.

Over the last couple of 
winters, the playground has 
experienced clogged drain-
age by decomposing wood 
chips, and the city closed the 
play area last month due to 
safety concerns and persis-
tent standing water, accord-
ing to a city press release.

The play equipment 
has reached the end of its 
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Second- and third-graders begin hybrid learning

Mercer Island School 
District second- and third-
graders were next up with 
in-person learning on Feb. 
8, this time being the first 
students utilizing the hybrid 
model. One cohort hit the 
books in classrooms and 
the other one streamed its 

studies from home.
In this segment of the 

district’s Learning Forward 
timeline, there are four 
primary cohort groups. One 
attends in-person Tuesdays 
and Thursdays, alternat-
ing Mondays; one attends 
in-person Wednesdays 
and Fridays, alternating 
Mondays; one participates 
in streaming/remote learn-
ing full time; and one cohort 
— only assigned to specific 
students based on identified 
needs for services — attends 
in-person Monday-Friday 
each week.

District kindergartners 
returned in-person on Jan. 
6 and first-graders followed 
on Jan. 19.

In a letter to district fami-
lies and the community 
on Feb. 7, Superintendent 
Donna Colosky thanked 
the local educators for their 
invaluable effort in leading 
the way with in-person and 
hybrid learning.

“Our teachers have been 
preparing their class-
rooms and participating in 
professional development 
related to serving students 
in-person while streaming 

to students at home,” 
Colosky said. “Though these 
educators will join those 
working with our kindergar-
ten and first-grade students 
who continue to attend 
in-person five mornings a 
week, they are our district’s 
pioneers in this model.”

A message on the 
district’s Facebook page on 
Feb. 7 also gave an appre-
ciative nod to the teach-
ers for preparing to bring 
the next groups of students 
back into the buildings, and 
families for their patience 
as the district safely returns 

the students to physical 
classrooms.

By Andy Nystrom
anystrom@soundpublishing.com

Islanders embrace families whose children have rare diseases

Jill Hawkins said that she 
and her Mercer Island family 
often feel alone.

Two of the Hawkins chil-
dren, Cooper, 10, and Char-
lotte, 15, have an ultra rare 
genetic disorder called 
FAM177A1, which causes 
intellectual disability, autism, 
epilepsy and more. The family 
knows of only a few other 
cases of the disease, which 
has no treatment available.

“It’s a lonely journey. 
It’s a lonely place to be. It’s 
really challenging, and a lot 
of medical providers, they 
don’t know a lot about rare 
diseases, but yet they impact a 

huge number of people,” said 
Jill, noting that rare diseases 
affect more than 25 million 
Americans.

The Hawkins family 
became a little less isolated 
when the local Parks clan 
entered their world.

Over the last year, Jill has 

formed a close friendship 
with Islander Effie Parks, 
whose 4-year-old son, Ford, 
has CTNNB1 syndrome, a 
rare disease causing global 
developmental delays. Jill 
learned about Effie from a 
Reporter article, became an 
avid listener of her “Once 

Upon a Gene” podcast about 
rare diseases and the pair 
bonded.

They empowered each 
other and generated an 
enthusiasm for getting 
the word out to the Island 
community about Rare 
Disease Day, which will take 

place Feb. 28 and is spon-
sored by the National Orga-
nization for Rare Disorders. 
The interest in the “Show 
Your Stripes” campaign has 
grown immensely since the 
friends began discussing 
rare diseases with business 
owners and others in their 

town.
“It made me feel like my 

kids matter, their journey 
matters and that we’re not 
alone in this. That we’re 
supported,” Jill said.

Added Effie: “Our local 

By Andy Nystrom
anystrom@soundpublishing.com

School district, 
education association 
finalize Learning 
Forward timeline.

Rare Disease Day is set 
for Feb. 28.

By Andy Nystrom
anystrom@soundpublish-

ing.com

Project is included in 
city council’s biennial 
budget.
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The Mercerdale Park playground, also known as Train Park.
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playground safety crew 
inspects the playgrounds 
four times a year and deter-
mined that Mercerdale’s play 
area cannot be used without 
significant repair and renova-
tions, West said.

Chris McGarvey of North-
west Playground, Inc. led a 
presentation at the meeting 
regarding the renovation of 
the play area.

Currently, the playground 
is split into two areas, one 
just under 2,500 square feet 
and another just under 2,400 
square feet. Each area has 
access ramps for Americans 
with Disabilities Act (ADA) 

usage. McGarvey said that by 
making the current seating 
wall area more accessible and 
open to the community could 
create one uniform surface 
between the two areas.

“Using this expansion 
area for surfacing helps us fit 
even more equipment and 
utilize equipment in a little 
bit better way in the site,” 
said McGarvey, adding that 

the total site area could be 
expanded to just over 5,000 
square feet and create ADA 
access all the way around the 
perimeter.

As far as play character, 
some meeting attendees 
were in favor of keeping the 
train theme while others 
suggested a hybrid of part 
of the train with maybe a 
cave-like ball glove for kids 

to crawl around inside.
During the play inclusive-

ness segment of McGarvey’s 
presentation, people said 
the play area should be a 
community gathering place 
for people young and old 
of all abilities and include 
wheelchair access.

“Every fabric of every 
design conversation for 
anything new that the 

manufacturers we work with 
look at, they’re always talking 
about inclusiveness,” McGar-
vey said.

One example was plac-
ing monkey bars side by side 
with one set higher and one 
lower so that people could 
play together.

For more information, visit 
https://www.mercerisland.
gov/parksrec

community of Mercer Island 
rallying around and showing 
up to support Rare Disease 
Day has taken my breath 
away. Rare disease can be 
so isolating and when others 
are curious and help us shine 
a light on those impacted, it 
can change everything.”

The city has embraced 
the families and was set to 
issue a proclamation for Rare 
Disease Day at the Feb. 16 city 
council meeting.

On the business front, a 
host of local spots will be 
offering free zebra-striped 
masks beginning Feb. 20. 
The Mercer Island Cham-
ber of Commerce has helped 
lead the campaign, which will 
feature the following busi-
nesses: Au Courant, Barrels, 

Cascade Frames, Clarke & 
Clarke Art + Artifacts, Hair 
Excel, Island Books, Island 
Treats, Mercer Island Athletic 
Club, Mercer Island Florist, 
Mercer Island Pediatrics, 
Performance Kitchen, Salon 
106, The Boutique Lounge 
and The Home Collaborative.

“I have been just so pleased 
and really amazed at the 
level of engagement from 
the businesses and from the 
community and the city. 
It’s been really encouraging 
and heartening to see how 
people have (become) really 
interested in this campaign,” 
said Jill, noting that the zebra 
is the symbol for rare disease 
awareness.

Laurie Givan, execu-
tive director of the cham-
ber of commerce, said the 

businesses didn’t hesitate to 
join the campaign and are 
looking forward to helping 
raise awareness.

“Our businesses are truly 
a part of our community and 
value being asked to be one 
of the support systems for 
events and organizations that 
are helping others on Mercer 
Island,” she said.

Mercer Island High School 
junior Nash Hawkins gath-
ered some friends to stuff 500 
zebra masks and informa-
tion cards into bags for Rare 
Disease Day. Nash feels lucky 
to have a supportive group of 
friends in his corner who love 
his siblings.

“It feels good to be spread-
ing awareness just so these 
families feel like that they 
can get heard and people understand what they’re 

going through,” he said.
Added Nash’s pal Jacob 

Tomaselli: “I feel honored 

that I get to help out with this 
whole cause.”

For more information, visit 
https://rarediseaseday.org/
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2 0 6 • 3 8 3 • 9 2 2 7
NANCY LAVALLEE

l e t s  g e t  m o v i n g

Benefit from more than 50 years of 
combined real estate success with the team 

who lives and loves Mercer Island. 

Molly Penny and Katie Penny Shea

Katie: (206) 755-5051
Molly: (206) 200-4411
katieshea@cbbain.com
mollypenny@cbbain.com

On Mercer Island, the smart move is 
Penny-wise.

GARY S. ODEGARD
Landscape Construction and Design

• Courtyards, Lattice Work
• Lawns, Flowers
• Container Plantings
• Arbors, Decks
• Pruning, Maintenance
• Renovations, Consultations
• Interior & Exterior Design

206-236-0651/206-605-7037

Call 206-324-5000 to learn more, 
or visit us at 1761 Rainier Ave South, Seattle

Your traditional hardware store with an excellent 
stock of construction supplies and tools.

FAMILY OWNED BUSINESS SINCE 1926

http://thestewartlumberco.com

 Stewart Lumber 
& Hardware Co.

Free LUMBER delivery 
to Mercer Island ($100 minimum)

See how close we really are!  

Prepare for unexpected 
power outages with a 
Generac home standby 
generator

FREE 7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!
888-674-7053

O� er valid December 15, 2020 - March 1, 2021

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase,  
install and activate the generator with a participating 
dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.   

ENJOYING A
NEW SHOWER

IS EASIER THAN
YOU THINK

CALL TODAY

150 YEARS OF EXCELLENCE

ENJOYING A

newshowerdeal.com/wanews | 844-430-0118

•  Hydrafacial 

•  DERMALOGICA 
Skin Care 

•  Full Face & Body 
Waxing

•  Massage Therapy 

•  Makeup 
Applications & 

Instructions 

•  Cosmetics

christinefaceandbody.com • info@christinefaceandbody.com
7605 SE 27th St #153, Mercer Island, WA 98040

CHRISTINE 
POYTHRESS

WENDY 
WIGHT

206.232.2262

Find us!

SKIN  TREATMENTS 
Men, Women & Teens

SUMMER 
HOURS

Mon  closed 
Tues 10-5 
Wed 10-5
Thurs 10-5 
Fri 10-5 

Sat closed 
Sun closed

8501 SE 68th St., Mercer Island, WA
Phone: 206-905-1800

Email: mercerisland@storagecourt.com

Office Hours: 9am-6pm   Gate Hours: 5am-11pm
www.storagecourt.com

SELF STORAGE, BOAT & RV PARKING 
AND TRUCK RENTALS

Colosky said the district 
will continue to monitor 
the COVID-19 metrics that 
are displayed in the Wash-
ington State Department 
of Health’s Decision Tree/
Toolkit. The district is also 
actively exploring local 
vaccine clinic partnerships 
for its employees, Colosky 
added.

“As of (Feb. 5), cases have 
dropped to 188 per 100,000 
King County residents over 
the last 14 days, below the 
metrics in the Toolkit for 
bringing in high school 
students into the buildings. 
This is the lowest case rate 
numbers countywide in the 
past three months,” she said. 
“The reopening process for 
our schools depends upon 
everyone doing their part 
to improve the health and 
safety in our community.”

A timeline to bring 
students in grades 4-12 
cautiously and safely into 
the hybrid learning realm 
was recently finalized after 

the district reached an 
agreement with the Mercer 
Island Education Associa-
tion (MIEA).

The remaining scheduled 
rollout is as follows: Fourth- 
and fifth-graders will return 
on March 1; sixth-graders 
on March 15; ninth- and 
12-graders on March 22; 

seventh- and eighth-grad-
ers on March 29; and 10th- 
and 11th-graders on April 
15.

Colosky noted that the 
timeline follows the Deci-
sion Tree/Toolkit guide-
lines for returning to 
in-person learning.

“Separating each grade 

band’s return by two weeks 
will give the opportunity to 
continue to measure the 
success of limiting trans-
mission of the virus within 
schools. We have had no 
COVID-19 cases traced to 
or transmitted within our 
schools since last Septem-
ber,” said Colosky, adding 

that a step forward with 
each phase will take place 
only after consulting with 
Public Health — Seattle 
& King County, reviewing 
data, implementing the 
district’s mitigation proto-
cols, and meeting the Tool-
kit metrics.

The district and MIEA 

members felt that pair-
ing the freshmen with the 
seniors would benefit both 
classes, since the seniors 
can provide leadership to 
the newcomers and the 
12th-graders can more 
fully experience their final 
year with additional weeks 
of in-person learning.
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COURTESY OF THE MERCER ISLAND SCHOOL DISTRICT
An Island Park Elementary teacher and her students hit the books on Feb. 8.

COURTESY OF THE MERCER ISLAND SCHOOL DISTRICT
Island Park Elementary students line up to enter the building 
on Feb. 8.

COURTESY PHOTO
Nash Hawkins (far right) and some of his friends (from left 
to right, Kenny Marks, Hawkins Sanborn, James Pearce and 
Jacob Tomaselli) stuffed 500 zebra masks and information 
cards into bags for Rare Disease Day.


