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Inquiring minds want to 
know - who was the boy 
in a bright yellow “hazmat 
suit” and why was he tap 
dancing like a young Fred 
Astaire in front of Morton’s 
Roxy Theater on April 9?

His name is Lance Sco-
gin, the 10-year-old son of 
Morton High School para 
professional, former Mor-
ton City Councilor and 
current Fire Mountain Arts 
board member Jessica Sco-
gin and her husband, Arbor 
Health Controller and Mor-
ton School Board member 
Clint Scogin.

The dancing was Lance’s 
own way of marking his 
year-end recital at Centra-
lia Ballet School, cancelled 
due to COVID-19 restric-
tions.

The recital is one of the 
many innovative ways that 
Lance is successfully han-
dling the interruption of his 
last year at Morton Elemen-
tary School by the corona-
virus pandemic. In the fall, 
he will enter seventh grade 
at Morton Junior High 
School a year early since 
he skipped fourth grade, he 
nonchalantly mentioned, 
adding he also is part of the 
school’s Highly Capable 
program. 

“I wanted to make my 
own hazmat suit so I went 
downstairs to the costume 
room in our house,” Lance 
said, describing the room 
which holds approximately 
72 boxes of costumes of his 
mother’s collection. 

“Sometimes the cos-
tumes are used for plays at 
the Roxy, sometimes for 
Halloween. Our own family 
uses the costumes at least 
six time a year and more,” 
he said.

Lance said he found 
everything he needed in 
the boxes to put together 
his own hazmat suit  - a 
bright yellow painter’s suit, 
gloves, boots and a World 
War 11 gas mask “which 
happened to be real” and 
had been donated to the col-
lection by his uncle. 

“I put them all on and 
then went out to play,” he 

Thriving in the midst of a pandemic

said. It was the same cos-
tume he wore as he danced 
in front of the Roxy, sub-
stituting tap shoes for the 
boots. 

Lance said dancing is 
part of “the regular routine” 
that he has established since 
school was adjourned early 
this year. The routine in-
cludes working on school 
packet assignments and on-
line I-Excel math classes, 
chores, physical education 
and hobbies including play-
ing records, dancing, read-
ing, biking and hiking. 

“Right now, everyday we 
go on walks around Mor-
ton,” he said, describing the 
loop he and his mother walk 
for physical education class. 
“It’s something my mom 
makes me do every day.”

Lance also takes regu-
lar piano lessons from his 
teacher Martha Sturgeon 
on Zoom. He also plays the 
French horn. 

And then there is work-
ing with his Legos, making 
original Legos ties which he 
has been known to wear to 
school when it was in ses-
sion. He has also attended 
a friend’s birthday party on 
Zoom. He is looking for-

ward to celebrating his own 
birthday when he turns 11 
on May 25. 

But basically for right 
now, “My mom is my social 
life. She is the person who 
forces me to wake up,” he 
said. 

As the youngest of eight 
children, Lance is enjoy-
ing the alone time with 
his mother everyday even 
though he thoroughly en-
joys his entire family. 

“Each person in my 
family has their individual 
talents,” he said, adding 
his talents in dancing and 
performing is not really ge-
netic, it’s just something he 
enjoys. 

“I thought it would be in-
teresting,” he said, reflecting 
on his initial performances 
at the Heritage House and 
also at a Roxy benefit with 
“my little hat out” for dona-
tions. He has also enjoyed 
being part of several Chil-
dren’s Onstage productions 
and fund raisers, including 
placing first at the 12-hour 
Dance-a-thon benefit. He is 
looking forward to his role 
in the production of Mary 
Poppins when it is resched-
uled at the Roxy Theater 

this fall. 
In the distant future, 

Lance dreams of going to 
Brigham Young University, 
going on a mission for his 
church and becoming an ar-
chitect. While initially con-
sidering a career as a den-
tist, Lance said his love of 
building with his Legos and 
the creativity of his original 
Legos bow ties, have him 
“deeply thinking” about a 
career as an architect. 

“Plus my uncle is an ar-
chitect,” he said.

 When he graduates from 
college and starts his career 
his mother “will probably 
want me to stay close to 
home in Morton,” he said. 
And while life in the country 
with hiking and camping op-
portunities is better than the 
city and “prettier too,” he re-
marked “there are so many 
places in the world to go.”

“Right now everything is 
struggling because of what 
has happened, but life will 
be better,” he said, adding 
the time is coming “when 
we don’t have to think about 
taking hand sanitizer when 
we leave the house – when 
life will be less stressful and 
we can go swimming.”
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As I am social distanc-
ing I am reminded why I 
love living in this commu-
nity.

I have neighbors that 
keep me laughing. When 
I mentioned I did not go 
out and stock up on toilet 
paper they said, “Don’t 
worry, you can come and 
use our bidet for a buck.” 
For those of you that might 
not know what a bidet is, 
Google it. They said they 
would even come install 
one for me and I could 
order it from Amazon or 
Costco. I got to thinking 
that might be better than 
getting up at 5 a.m. in order 
to get to the store to stand 
in line to get toilet paper. 
If this pandemic goes on 
much longer, I may be tak-
ing them up on their offer 
sooner rather than later.

I love that I can still 
get meals from Cody 
Café, River’s, Papa Bears, 
Spiffy’s, Plaza Jalisco 
and Milltown Pizza and 
groceries from Morton 
Country Market.  I’m sure 
the same is happening in 
Packwood, Randle and 
Mossyrock, I just haven’t 
ventured that far.

I love being able to 
walk around town with my 
significant other and still 
be social distancing from 
others.

I love that I live in a 
community where I have 
been able to experience 
dedicated and caring peo-
ple who help take care of 
our loved ones at the as-
sisted living facility, Heri-
tage House. Their creativ-
ity during this pandemic is 
very inspiring.

I love that our local 
pharmacy, Colton's, has 
taken steps to protect our 
most vulnerable.

I love you can see your 
friends and community 
members at the post office 
and witness social distanc-

ing and I love our postal 
employees that keep the 
mail and packages com-
ing.  

I love that our commu-
nity has such a dedicated 
and caring team of people 
employed at our local Ar-
bor Health, Morton Hos-
pital and clinics. Not only 
were they quick in prepar-
ing for this pandemic, but 
they are there working 
together to provide each 
and every one of us with 
professional, personalized 
care every day. Make sure 
to check out their website 
www.myarborhealth.org 
or their Facebook page for 
daily updates and tips on 
how to stay healthy.

I just want to take this 
opportunity to thank ALL 
essential workers, commu-
nity members, neighbors, 
friends and family for 
making this community a 
place I love to live.

I heard a saying that I 
fell in love with that I’d 
like to share: Self Care, 
Saves Lives.

Judy Ramsey
Former Hospital 
Commissioner

Judy Ramsey

Great love for 
the community
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If you are experiencing a dental 
emergency– please reach 
out, we are here to help!

Please call us at our Morton 
Clinic 360-496-5101. Morton is 
open Monday thru Wednesday 
for Dental Emergencies during 

the COVID-19 pandemic.

vvhc.org

360-496-5101

Si tiene una emergencia dental, 
comuníquese con nosotros, 
¡estamos aquí para ayudar!

Llámenos a nuestra Clínica en 
Morton 360-496-5101. Morton está 
abierto de Lunes a Miércoles para 

emergencias dentales durante 
la pandemia de COVID-19.

148 E Division Ave. Morton, WA 98356

¡No olviden que estamos 
en el este del condado!

Don’t Forget We Are 
in East County!

Morton student Lance Scogin has found innovative ways to continue learn, grow 
and thrive during current stay at home restrictions. Lance is shown here (top 
photo) helping with chores at home in his self-designed hazmat suit and (top and 
bottom photos on left) modeling his original Legos bow ties. After his Centralia 
Ballet School recital was cancelled, Lance traded his boots for tap shoes for a 
special performance in front of the Roxy Theater on April 9.


