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INSIDE TODAY

Celebrating 70 years

TOP: Bob and Donna Sund have lived for a couple of 
years at Alpine Way Continuing Care Community, but the 
Hoodsport area is considered home. Bob coached the 
Shelton High School Highclimbers football team from 
1957 to 1965 and founded the Shelton Invitational Track 
& Field Meet. Journal photo by Gordon Weeks ABOVE: 
Bob and Donna Sund were married on Jan. 2, 1951, in 
Seattle. RIGHT: The Sunds during a hike. Courtesy photos

By Gordon Weeks
gordon@masoncounty.com

A birthday party spanking sparked a 70-year 
marriage.

The surprise gathering was for Donna 
McKee, a student at Lincoln High School in 
Seattle. That’s where she spotted classmate Bob 
Sund, the star halfback on the school’s football 
team and known for being “so cute,” she recalled.

“He chased me until he caught me, and he 
spanked me,” 90-year-old Donna recalled.

“I liked what I saw when I caught her,” 

91-year-old Bob remembered.
The couple married Jan. 2, 1951, in Seattle, 

meaning Saturday marks their 70th wedding 
anniversary. People are invited to swing by and 
say hello to the couple at a drive-through event at 
2 p.m. Saturday at Alpine Way Continuing Care 
Community, 900 Alpine Way, Shelton.

Neither one of them recalls an actual marriage 
proposal. Marriage was “a natural progression,” 
Bob said. “It was just kind of a mutual feeling.”

The couple has lived at Alpine Way for a couple 

see COUPLE, page A-11

By Gordon Weeks
gordon@masoncounty.com

John Lester, a 1981 Shelton High 
School graduate who worked for 21 
years in management for McDon-
ald’s, this week was promoted to 
publisher of the Shelton-Mason 
County Journal.

Lester has worked for the Journal 
for four years, first as an adver-
tising manager and then as general 
manager. 

Lester’s leadership skills are 
among the strengths he brings to the 
position, said Tom Mullen, owner 
of the Journal. Another plus is “his 
ability to generate loyalty, which I 
believe comes from his loyalty to the 
people who he works with, the staff 
at the paper, the readers and the 
advertisers,” he said.

“Loyalty is the key to this 
business,” Mullen added. “It’s built 

Lester 
named 
Journal 
publisher

By Isabella Breda
isabella@masoncounty.com

Lawmakers representing the 35th 
Legislative District are heading into 
the 2021 legislative session saying 
they’re prepared to pursue economic 
relief for small businesses, working 
families and those most affected by 
the economic fallout of the pandemic.

“We need to minimize what we’re 
doing this session to just focus on 
the most important topics that are 
before us and a lot of that’s obvi-
ously probably related,” Rep. Drew 
MacEwen, R-Union, said in a phone 
interview. “We need to tackle things 
from the health standpoint and we 
also need to provide economic relief.”

MacEwen introduced a package of 
economic bills that he said he hopes 
will help small businesses weather 
the pandemic.

“I think Rep. MacEwen had some 
very good ideas the other day,” Sen. 
Tim Sheldon, D-Potlatch, said in 
a phone interview. “For example, 
restaurants are required to get a new 

Economic 
relief is 
on agenda

see PUBLISHER, page A-7

see RELIEF, page A-7
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couple years, but no matter where 
they have lived, the land 2 miles north 
of Hoodsport is considered home. Bob’s 
grandparents, C. John and Bertha 
Sund, homesteaded there before Wash-
ington statehood, turning their beach-
front property into Sund’s Resort.

The young couple first lived in a 
small apartment in Tacoma, where 
Bob attended the University of Puget 
Sound.

After graduating, Bob taught 
and coached junior high students in 
Montesano. “My goal was to be a head 
football coach,” he said.

Bob was offered that opportunity 
at Forks High School. He took over a 
team that had won a total of one game 
in the previous three seasons. He 
turned them into a winner, including 
an undefeated run in his third and 
final season.

In 1957, Bob was hired as a teacher 
and football and track coach at Shelton 
High School. In those days, Shelton 
competed against large Kitsap County 
schools, he recalled. In 1960, he 
founded the Shelton Invitational Track 
& Field Meet, hosted 59 years in a row 
until pausing this year.

After his coaching career ended in 
1965, Bob was the assistant principal 
at Shelton High. He later worked as 
a middle school vice principal in the 
Bellevue School District.

The couple has four children: Mark, 
Brian, Cindy and Shelley. The family 
leased land to operate a Christmas 
tree farm.

While raising their children, Donna 
returned to school. She completed her 
teaching degree in 1972, the same 
year her oldest son graduated from 

high school. She worked as a reading 
specialist in Vashon Island School 
District, where her husband worked 
as middle school principal. She was an 
early board member of Mason County 
Literacy — now Sound Learning — 
and a member of the Philanthropic 
Educational Organization.

Bob was on the Hood Canal School 
Board, the Hood Canal Salmon 
Enhancement Group and a member 
and officer for the Kiwanis Club of 
Hood Canal.

The couple moved from their 
Hoodsport property to Christmas 
Village in Shelton, and then just a 
few blocks farther to Alpine Way. 
Along with their four children, the 
couple have six grandchildren and 12 
great-grandchildren.

“My mom and dad are the best 
parents anyone could hope for,” son 
Brian wrote to the Journal. “They 
provided a wonderful foundation, 
teaching us good morals, work ethic, 
respect for our elders and our fellow 
man. They taught us good manners and 

love and deep appreciation for nature 
and our environment, with a timely and 
effective discipline when needed. I love 
them and respect them very much!”

Daughter Shelley wrote having Bob 
and Donna as parents “was a HUGE 
asset in my life. They were the best 
role models any person could possibly 
hope for! Life was not without difficul-
ties, but learning how to work through 
adversity and create solutions, positive 
mental attitudes and prevail in health 
and social currency were some invalu-
able lessons I learned along the way. 
Also, earning your own way and 
respecting others was paramount. 
Eating off the land, both garden and 
Hood Canal beach, turned out to be 
healthier in the end.”

Son Mark wrote, “They were 
parents doing their best! I have no 
regrets or remorse for parenting deci-
sions they made. Being a parent is 
not an easy task, and they did it four 
times over. God bless them!! And we 
all lived through it, survived it, and 
are better people for their sacrifices.”

Daughter Cindy wrote, “Growing 
up, I grew to have a strong sense of 
place at our canal property; family 
history and roots were strong and 
celebrated. They taught us to love 
the outdoors: backpacking in the 
Olympics, swimming, skiing and 
boating on the canal and the value of 
hard work, cutting cordwood, picking 
oysters, working the Christmas 
tree ground and a little selective 
logging. Our diet had an element of 
local bounty, fish, oysters, clams and 
shrimp. They are a couple of strong 
faith and high morals, ever present 
in their parenting and the life they 
continue to live today.”

So what holds a marriage together 
for seven decades?

The two sealed their unending love 
in their marriage vows, Bob said. They 
practice mutual respect and realize 
“no two people can mirror their exact 
emotions and thoughts,” he said.

“Opposites attract,” Donna said. 
“We have respect for each other’s 
differences.”

Donna put her feelings in a poem 
she titled “Marriage”:

Marriage is a three-ring circus
Fun, excitement and being  

present is the focus
There are mountains to climb

And rollercoasters to ride
But you have the comfort of  

a loved one by your side
Love and commitment
Are the keys to success.

But belief and faith in God
inspires the best.

The result is a family
to love and warm your heart

And 70 years later
You will never part.

Couple: ‘We have respect for each other’s differences’
continued from page A-1

Bob and Donna Sund during one of their many trips. Courtesy photo
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