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Authentic Classical Pilates
Offering online group & private classes

Contact Colleen@wholepilates.com

Whole Pilates
of Birch Bay

2731 Meridian St.
(Across From Haggen)

Bellingham

(360) 733-5792

www.RectorsVacuum.com

Selling top-of-the-line vacuum cleaners!

We carry several Vacuums 
with Hospital Grade Filtration.

F O U N T A I N  D I S T R I C T

Check our website for business hours, promotions & more!

WE ALSO CARRY: 
Parts, Belts, Vacuum Bags,  
Extensive line of brand name  
cleaning tools & accessories!

We do repairs on most vacuums.

Rector’s
VACUUM 

SHOP

Rector’s
VACUUM 

SHOP
since 1943

WHAT’S OPEN
Up-to-date information on business hours, 

special offers, and delivery/pick up options.
For more listings and to add your business 

to the online service for free, visit:
www.thenorthernlight.com/whatsopen

Bow Wow & Woofs
Offering Curbside Pickup! Simply call your Or-
der in & Pay over the Phone or Order Online at 
www.bowwowwoofs.com! Pick up at the Store 
Rear Entrance. Just pop your Trunk & I will 
place your Pet Food, Treats etc. in your trunk 
with no human contact!
www.bowwowwoofs.com

Peace Arch Real Estate
Office is closed, but agents are working 
remotely to list and purchase homes. Virtual 
tours, e-signings, and wire transfers are avail-
able. Showings are possible by appointment 
only and with only 1 person and agent.
www.peacearchrealestate.com

Law Offices of Roger Ellingson, PS
We are still open working on wills, contracts, 
family law, business formation, and litigation. 
Potential clients are welcome to call us at 360-
332-7000 - we can effectively meet your legal 
needs via telephone and videoconferencing.
www.northwhatcomlaw.com

Blaine Bouquets
Our storefront is closed. We are taking orders 
on our website and phone in. “No contact” 
deliveries or pick up curbside. You can order 
‘’curbside”-speak through our front door. Open 
Mon-Fri 10 am to 2 ish or later depending 
upon business.
www.blainebouquets.net

Spoken Designs
In this difficult season, we are still available to 
assist business owners with websites and mar-
keting projects. Potential clients are welcome 
to call us at (360) 603-0793.
www.spokendesigns.com

Silver Reef Casino Resort
We have temporarily suspended all opera-
tions. When the time is right to reopen, we will 
adhere to our stringent cleaning & disinfection 
efforts for everyone’s safety. We are accepting 
virtual appts for meetings/weddings booking 
for future dates.
www.silverreefcasino.com

Blaine 
Bouquets

A local captain recently came 
to the aid of a large sailboat stuck 
high and dry next to the Semiah-
moo Spit, helping to set the boat 
upright, free its keel from the 
mud and get it back safely into 
deeper waters.

On the afternoon of April 12, 
Randall Parten, owner of The 
Dream Boat Company in Blaine, 
heard that a boat was aground on 
the north side of the Semiahmoo 
Spit near the Alaska Packers As-
sociation (APA) Museum. 

From his office next to Blaine 
Harbor, Parten took his 32-foot, 
700-horsepower towing vessel 
to the area, navigating around 
and observing the stuck boat. 
The boat was fully grounded and 
leaning to one side. It was just 
100 yards offshore – “which is 
dang, dang, dang close to shore,” 
Parten said. 

Parten also noticed that the an-
chor had not been deployed prop-
erly, creating a dangerous risk. “I 
could tell by what they had done 
with the anchor, and also the way 
it works when the tide comes in 
when you’re grounded like that, 
that the boat was going to end up 
on the rocks all the way aground 
on shore without help,” he said. 
“If I didn’t get involved, it was go-
ing to get worse.”

At about 4 p.m., Parten docked 
in the Semiahmoo Marina, put 
some black plastic bags over 
his shoes and walked out to the 
stranded boat, where he made 
contact with the sole occupant 
of the boat, a young sailor who 
initially declined Parten’s help. “I 
said, ‘You need help to get out of 
this situation,’” Parten responded.

First, Parten helped the sailor 
“put out some scope.” They put 
out additional length to enable 
the anchor to be oriented to the 

boat at an angle, enabling the an-
chor to be effective. It’s not the 
weight of an anchor that makes 
it work; it’s the hooking effect, 
Parten explained.

“We carried [the anchor] fur-
ther out so it would be at an angle 
to the boat and hold the boat in 
place when the water did come,” 
Parten said.

Parten then went home, 
changed out of his soiled clothes 
and ate dinner. At about 7:30 
p.m., he returned to the site with 
local residents Al Kennedy and 
Lee Finley. Together, operating in 
about four feet of water (“which 
is nothing,” Parten said), they 
tied a line from Parten’s towing 
vessel to the stranded boat. 

For about an hour, they kept 
steady seaward pressure on the 
disabled vessel as the tide came 
in. “You put pressure on it at a 
45-degree angle to help right the 
boat and also to keep a steady 

seaward pressure so it doesn’t 
travel to shore with the tide,” 
Parten explained.

At about 8:30 p.m., the keel 
finally came free. (“There was 
seven feet of keel buried in the 
sand when he was high and dry,” 
Parten said.) The team escorted 
the sailor and his boat to Blaine 
Harbor. Parten’s deckhands 
helped the young man get onto 
the dock, and the three of them 

helped moor the rescued boat. 
Parten said that the rescued 

boat was too big of a vessel for 
a single person to handle, even 
with experience. He didn’t ask the 
young man what he’d been doing 
or how he got stuck. Parten didn’t 
want to embarrass or aggravate 
the sailor. “He was just kind of 
being a young single adventurer 
guy, who went in a little over his 
head,” he said. 

Local captain rescues fully grounded boat in Semiahmoo
B y  J a m i  m a k a n 

s On April 12, a large boat was stuck high and dry next to the Semiahmoo Spit.
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Woods 
sentenced to 
27 months

Shaquille Tyrique Woods, the 
Blaine High School alumnus who 
pled guilty to third-degree rape 
and first-degree burglary in Jan-
uary, has been sentenced to 27 
months of confinement.

A sentencing hearing was held in 
Whatcom County Superior Court 
on April 3. At the hearing, which 
was attended by Woods’ lawyer 
Damon Burk and deputy prosecut-
ing attorney Evan Jones, a judge 
sentenced Woods to 27 months in 
the custody of the Department of 
Corrections. Woods will get credit 
for time served, plus an additional 
15 days’ credit due to extra time 
spent pending sentencing, accord-
ing to court documents.

s Shaquille Woods.
File photo


