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By PATRICK WEBB
For the Observer

In the much-needed crusade for 
civility, Frank Lehn is the Peninsu-
la’s leader. 

It’s a role he plays so diligently 
that he is garnering applause from 
Chinook to Leadbetter for his 
efforts to keep everyone speaking 

kindly.
Lehn is the administrator for the 

Long Beach Peninsula Friends of 
Facebook web page.

The page is dedicated to post-
ings about the region’s storied his-
tory of storms and shipwrecks, 
up-to-date weather and traffic 
alerts, recommendations for ser-

vices or projects, and more.
It’s also a page that’s “inhab-

ited” by folks who grew up on the 
Peninsula and moved away, plus 
those who own second homes and 
visit periodically.

House hunters like Anita Lester 
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Meet Frank Lehn: Moderator of lively peninsula web page
Facebook guy 
boosts community, 
zaps rudeness

PENINSULA FRIENDS

From the “about” page:

www.facebook.com/groups/245639117923

“Long Beach Peninsula Friends of Facebook is a group to help make the 

bottom left-hand corner of Washington the best place to live and play. 

Posting local things to see and do. Listing local community events and 

posting pictures to show the world. With the help of my friends, we can 

make this group awesome.”

‘I MAKE 
IT CLEAR 
THAT YOU 
NEED TO 

BE NICE TO 
PEOPLE.’
Frank Lehn, web 
page administrator

MORE INSIDE

In her darkest hour, 

neighborliness 

triumphs • A9
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See Lehn, Page A9

DECEMBER CRBJ VISITS BUSINESSES FINDING
PATHS FORWARD IN THIS COVID CHRISTMASTIME

By BRANDON CLINE
Chinook Observer

LONG BEACH PENINSULA 
— With a coronavirus vaccine 
becoming available in the United 

States as soon as this week, pro-
viders on the Long Beach Penin-
sula are preparing to receive and 
distribute the initial batch of doses 
before Christmas.

Both Ocean Beach Hospital 
and Peninsula Pharmacies have 
enrolled into the federal Covid-19 
Vaccination Program, a necessary 
step in order to receive and distrib-
ute coronavirus vaccines procured 
by the federal government. With 

Pfizer’s emergency use authoriza-
tion for its vaccine expected to be 
approved following a Dec. 10 Food 
and Drug Administration hearing, 
doses could be shipped throughout 
the country in just a matter of days. 

The vaccines are expected to be 
shipped in batches of 975 doses, 
in a storage container with dry ice 
pellets that can be re-iced several 
times to help ensure the vaccine 
remains at the appropriate tem-

perature. Pfizer’s vaccine must be 
stored at minus-70 degrees Celsius 
to be effective when administered.

The storage containers are crit-
ical for providers that do not have 
the ultra-cold freezers at their facil-
ities, such as smaller, rural provid-
ers. Jeff Harrell, owner of Penin-
sula Pharmacies, said none of the 
company’s pharmacies have ultra-
cold freezers of their own, and 
have been told that the containers 

the vaccines are being shipped in
are roughly the size of five pizza
boxes stacked on top of each other.

Larry Cohen, CEO of Ocean
Beach Hospital, said Pacific
County officials purchased an
ultra-cold freezer for the hospi-
tal to have for storing the vaccine
once it arrives, but the freezer’s
vendor is backlogged and it likely

State expects
1st vaccine vials 
next week

By BRANDON CLINE
Chinook Observer

S
OUTH BEND — Adding 33 more 
cases in the past week, Pacific 
County nears a 500-case milestone 
since the start of the pandemic.

The county sits at 479 cases over-
all, according to a Dec. 7 news release 
from the Pacific County Health and 
Human Services Department. Of that 
total, 306 have been confirmed via a 
PCR test, and 173 are considered prob-
able following a positive rapid test.

The county seems destined to cross 
the 500-case threshold by the end of 
the year, although the 33 cases reported 
by the health department since last 
Wednesday constitute a fairly steep 
reduction following back-to-back 
weeks of more than 100 cases. Still, 
it’s a weekly figure that was unheard 
of for Pacific County prior to the cur-
rent surge the county has been in the 
midst of for about a month.

According to weekly zip code data 
provided by the county health depart-

ment, a clear majority of the new recent 
cases continue to be concentrated in 
people who list their permanent res-
idence as Raymond or South Bend, 
with about a quarter of new cases con-
sisting of peninsula residents.

Wahkiakum County reported five 
new cases over the past week, bringing 

its total to 39. Clatsop County reported 
35 new cases over the same period, 
increasing its total to 418 — still 
fewer cases than Pacific County has 
reported, even with a population about 
twice as large.

By LUKE WHITTAKER
Chinook Observer

ILWACO — A new owner is set to 
take the helm at Jessie’s Ilwaco Fish Co.,
allowing the landmark waterfront busi-
ness to resume operations.

San Francisco-based Pucci Foods is
positioned to take ownership after a rul-
ing by Judge Goelz on Monday, Dec. 6, in 
Pacific County Superior Court in South 
Bend. This ends a several-month saga 
that started when the prominent fish-pro-
cessing operation filed for receivership in
February 2019.

Two bidders vied for the colorful facil-
ity at the Port of Ilwaco — John Phillips,
owner of Nelson Crab in Tokeland, and
Pucci, owned by Chris Lam in Hayward, 
California.

By JEFF CLEMENS
For the Observer

SMITH CREEK — One curve on U.S. 
Highway 101 north of Raymond is gaining
a reputation as among the most treacherous
spots on the scenic route through Pacific 
County. In the aftermath of several other
serious 2020 wrecks, the section claimed
two more vehicles last week and sent sev-
eral people to the hospital, including one
clinging to life.

Local law enforcement and emergency
medical services from multiple agencies
scrambled to the scene of a two-vehicle

Young dad-

for life after 
collision on 
deadly curve

South county rapid tests off to fast start

Pacifi c County nears
500-case milestone

LUKE WHITTAKER

Wendy D’Agostino puts on personal protective equipment before collecting a covid sample from the fi rst patient at the drive-thru 

covid rapid testing site on Thursday, Dec. 3 in Ilwaco.

LUKE WHITTAKER

Wendy D’Agostino, Eric McMillan and Samantha Millner prepare a covid test sample taken 

moments earlier at the drive-thru covid rapid testing site on Thursday, Dec. 3 in Ilwaco.

See Tests, Page A10
See Curve, Page A8

See Vaccine, Page A8

San Francisco Pucci 
Foods taking over

See Jessie’s, Page A10
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post queries about poten-
tial water bills or newcom-
ers like David James seek 
recommendations for fence 
contractors; others just like 
the images and dream of 
moving to the beach.

Its success is in its tone — 
all positive — because Lehn 
keeps it that way.

There is no politics.

No arguing allowed
And, definitely no 

rudeness.
“I belong to quite a lot of 

Facebook groups. There’s 
a big problem with people 
being rude,” he said. “The 
anonymity of being online 
brings out the worst in each 
other. But I make it clear that 
you need to be nice to peo-
ple. People appreciate that.” 

Lehn, 66, divides his time 
between tending his five 
acres off Cranberry Road in 
mid-Peninsula and approv-
ing posts before they can 
appear online.

“I have had to space 
things out,” he said, noting 
that sometimes he is slav-
ing over a hot keyboard until 
11 at night. “I could sit at the 
computer all day, but I kind 
of have to take a break.”

The site was created 
about 10 years ago by Ed 
Archer, who then asked Lehn 
to administer it. It soon grew 
from the initial handful of 
neighbors and now boasts 
more than 14,800 members.

“That’s one heck of a 
babysitting job you have, 
Frank,” posted Susan Seidl 
when Lehn updated the num-
ber Saturday.

“I am so thankful for this 
group, this being my former 
hometown. It lets me keep 
up, view all the amazing pho-
tos and ‘see’ friends I miss,” 
wrote Micky Smith from 
Arlington, a view echoed by 
Barbara Canney in Boston, 
Mass., 3,000 miles east.

“Awesome. And every-
one’s been nice,” added 
Susan Moretz.

Life highlight
Lehn moved to the Penin-

sula in 2005. He grew up in 
Camas, graduating from high 
school in 1972, and becom-
ing the third generation of his 
family to work at the Crown 
Zellerbach paper mill.

“After 27 years, I was 
diagnosed with degenera-
tive disc disease and given a 

medical retirement. I sort of 
floundered around for a few 
years and then was given the 
opportunity to move to Long 
Beach.”

His family, like scores 
in the greater Camas-Van-
couver-Portland area, had 
been playing on the Penin-
sula beaches since the 1920s. 
“When I was growing up, we 
came here on vacation each 
summer. Those vacations 
were the highlight of my life, 
and I always wanted to live 
here.”

Historical milestones
Lehn is a huge fan of the 

Columbia Pacific Heritage 
Museum’s “awesome” staff 
and has linked up with them 
since 2016, initially through 
its community historian proj-
ect. As a collections vol-
unteer, he has access to old 
photographs. He posts on 
the anniversaries of storms 
which rattled the region, 
most recently the Great 
Coastal Gale of 2007.

“I’ve always been inter-
ested in history, and this area 
is rich with it,” he said. “I 
figured the group would be 
a good place to share what 
I know about local history, 
starting with my local ship-
wreck stories.” 

Photos are key
Regular posters include 

talented photographers like 
Nellie Hux and Jane Win-
kler Webb, whose scenic and 
wildlife images draw con-
siderable “wow” comments. 
Hux regularly captures 
eagles and waves crashing at 
Cape Disappointment, each 
more spectacular than the 
last.

Webb posted some 
impressive bobcat photos 
from the South Bay Unit of 
the Willapa National Wild-
life Refuge and just a day 
later added shots of a pileated 
woodpecker. These were 
admired by Denise Tank, 
Carolyn Duvall Taylor and 
Claudette Terry. Phil Martin 
teased, “Jane, you have great 
luck finding wildlife and get-
ting them to sit for you.”

No sales listings are 
allowed, because there are 
other sites that cater to peo-
ple offering their treasures. 
Some posts highlight com-
ing events or celebrate past 
activities, allowing people to 
stroke their neighbors. Linda 
Wood-Robinson highlighted 
the recent virtual concert by 
the Oyster Crackers, a trio of 
north Peninsula musicians. 

“What a great folk art kind of
music,” wrote Wood-Robin-
son. “The voices are beauti-
ful and the songs are soulful.”

Others are amusing.
Black bear, coyote and even
suspected cougar sightings, 
some accompanied by blurry
photos from motion-detec-
tor cameras, are common.
Shelby Mooney posted a
photo of wildlife poop and
wrote, “City girl needs help
with scat ID — elk or bear?”
It drew 93 replies, most from
writers with tongues planted 
firmly in cheeks.

Radio link
Lehn links regularly with

Joanne Rideout, the inde-
fatigable radio journalist at
Coast Community Radio
(KMUN) in Astoria whose 
widely appreciated mis-
sion is to keep everyone
safe by broadcasting or post-
ing emergency information.
They share information and
cross-post to help get the
word out. Her popular Ship
Report broadcast gives him
full credit when she adapts
his fascinating shipwreck
stories.

The two have met only
once.

Rideout values his con-
tribution, calling him an
“amazing” historian.

“He’s also really good at 
keeping a lid on interlopers
on his page who try to steer
the conversation to politics
or bashing visitors who don’t 
know the ropes about com-
mon mistakes, like parking
on the beach at low tide,” she
said.

“Frank won’t tolerate
rude behavior from anyone,
and loyal followers of his
page appreciate his efforts
to keep comments kind and
positive.” 

‘Kudos’
As if the community page

was not enough screen time,
Lehn is active on his per-
sonal Facebook page, too.
Posts vary from poignant
recollections on the loss of
his dear Australian shepherd
Cocoa to lists of songs that 
topped the charts 50 years
ago. These draw nostalgic
reactions from fellow Baby
Boomers who attended con-
certs way before aches and
pains of maturity kicked in.

Rideout delights in all
Lehn’s positive contribu-
tions. “He deserves big
kudos for all he does for the
community,” she said.

Lehn is aware of his
important gatekeeper role,
and is especially vigi-
lant when newcomers and
long-timers spar over peren-
nial Peninsula issues like 
driving on the beach, fire-
works or littering.

“I sometimes feel like I’m
herding cats, but if you stay
on top of it, it’s OK,” he said. 
“My real reward comes from
the members who appreci-
ate the positive nature of the
group.”

By PATRICK WEBB
For the Observer

If anyone needed an 
example of positive neigh-
borliness, they need look 
no further than last week on 
the Long Beach Friends of 
Facebook page.

California resident 
Rose Wells may well have 
brought a lump to the throat 
of every person who read 
her Dec. 1 post.

“My partner and I joined 
this group while planning 
on moving to this area,” she 
wrote. “He has passed sud-
denly and I’m heartbroken. 
Seeing your positive beau-
tiful posts have been help-
ing me through this diffi-
cult time. Thank you for this 
group.”

Kathy Erskine was not 
alone in stepping up with 
kindness — offering to chat 
in a message or send her 
phone number.

“I’m so sorry for the 
sudden loss of your part-
ner,” Erskine wrote. “It 
is so tragic, and difficult 
to get back on your feet. 
Please know that many of 
us understand and grieve 
with you.

“I’m so glad you find 
solace in this group. May 
we help with your healing 
process and help to get you 
back on your feet. Don’t 
worry about how long it 
takes.” 

She was not alone. Car-
rie Day sent “healing hugs” 
and Brenda Barron-Chris-
tiansen and Sabrina Thayer 
immediately added their 
prayers. Brenda Bliss 
posted a “gif” graphic of a 
cute teddy bear offering a 
hug.

“I’m so sorry for your 
loss,” wrote Lara Anderson, 
who lost her partner three 
years ago. “If there’s any-
thing you need, please feel 
free to reach out.”

Wells had dreamed of 
moving to the Long Beach 
Peninsula to be near her sis-
ter, who lives in Chinook. 
Her partner, Jeff Brown, 
had Astoria connections 
and both had enjoyed post-
ings on the Long Beach 
Facebook site. Together 
they would view the photos 
of scenic views. The images 
helped Jeff overcome some 
difficulties in his life, she 
said in a phone interview.

“The ocean centered him. 
We would look through the 
pictures and the other stuff. 
There was no political stuff, 
it was things like dogs on 
the beach,” she said. “We 
thoroughly enjoyed that.

“It’s so positive. The 
beautiful pictures of Cape 
Disappointment, the 
waves.”

For Wells, the reaction 
from complete strangers 
was a joyous surprise.

“It just touched me so 
much, I never expected any 
response. Everyone was 
great. People were saying, 

‘Let us know if we can help’ 
and welcome you.”

Jeff’s death at age 43 was 
unexpected, and although 
not covid-related she is still 
waiting for full details. “He 
is my heart and I’m so bro-
ken right now,” she posted 
on her own Facebook page 
as relatives expressed shock 
and condolences. To add to 
the family’s sadness, Jeff’s 
brother, James, had died 
eight days earlier.

As she sorts myriad 
details after Jeff’s death, 
Wells plans to keep links 
with the Peninsula through 
the Facebook group. “I will 
stay in there,” she said.

“Jeff and I had been 
planning on moving up, to 
purchase a home. It was a 1- 
to 2-year plan to move. It’s 
still something that I would 
like to do. I like the area. 
And he was very connected 
to the ocean.”

The power of the ocean 
to heal was stressed by sev-
eral people on the Facebook 
page. Janet Averre Isaacson 
of Longview was among 
those who mentioned that 
even hearing the sound 
of the ocean on an online 
video can have a soothing 
effect. “’Tis very uplifting 
… so relaxing.”

Mary Kanz wrote, “Sin-
cerest condolence for your 
profound loss. May the 
sounds of the sea always 
give you peace.”

That was echoed by 
JoAnn Walker. “I’m so 
sorry. I moved here after 
my husband passed. This is 
a very healing place.”

And Shelly Washburn 
added, “The beach has 
always been my place to get 
my head straight. The peo-
ple are amazing.”

Well said in her inter-
view that she was over-
whelmed by the Peninsula’s 
caring response. “I feel very 
blessed and loved.”

Lehn
Continued from Page A1

In her darkest hour, 
neighborliness triumphs

‘I FEEL VERY 
BLESSED AND 

LOVED.’ 
Rose Wells, describing

Peninsula response

Loss prompts the Peninsula to display its kindness

 LEGAL ADVOCACY YOU CAN DEPEND UPON
 Over 40 Years of Successful Legal Experience

 Personal Injury / Wrongful Death
 DUI & all other Criminal Defense  
Estate / Medicaid Planning and Probates

 Guy M. Glenn
 Nathan L. Needham

 12305 Sandridge Road, Long Beach, WA 98631
 360-642-2332

 gglennlb@willapabay.org • guyglennlaw.com

 GUY GLENN 
 LAW FIRM

Welcome!

QUALITY 
HEALTHCARE

CLOSE TO HOME!

Ocean Beach Medical Group - Ilwaco & Naselle

(360) 642-3747

Lori Sharrow, NP-C
Family Medicine

Education: 
Concordia University Wisconsin:

MSN - Family Nurse Practitioner

Board Certified: 
American Academy of 

Nurse Practitioners

Interests:
• Working with my patients to promote a healthy 

lifestyle to prevent diseases.
• Weight loss and weight maintenance strategies 

to fit each individual
• Chronic disease care; caring for and coordinating care 

of; diabetes, COPD, hypertension, heart failure, 
skin conditions, obesity, mental health.Accepting Patients 

Soon!

Weekly In-Store Specials

COUNTRY STORE
Ocean Park, WA

Open Daily 7am to 8pm -See all of our specials at: JacksCountryStore.com

Navel
ORANGES

Angel Soft
BATH TISSUE
6 MEGA ROLLS

Marie Callendar
POT PIES
Chicken, Beef R
Turkey
15 OUNCE

Product limits apply. Sorry, No Rainchecks.

$5.99/ea.

88¢ ea.

BestYet
TOMATO
KETCHUP
38 OUNCE

77¢/LB.BestYet
APPLE JUICE
100% Juice
64 OUNCE

FRANZ
Bagels
6 Count
Selected 
Varieties

2 f $3

2 f $5
Green Giant
VEGETABLES
Selected Varieties
14.5 OUNCE

Crisco
COOKING OIL
Vegetable R Canola
48 FLUID OUNCE

$1.88/ea.

Yellow Tail
1.5 Liter WINE
Selected Varieties

2f$20.-

$1.89/ea.

$1.88/ea.


