
Tucked away in a Federal Way 
neighborhood lives a decades-
long romance that bloomed out 
of a reunion on a California free-
way in the 1970s.

Now, the love story between 
local residents Pat and Margery 
Godfrey has inspired a new 
Hallmark Channel movie: “A 
Godwink Christmas — Second 
Chance, First Love,” premiering 
at 7 p.m. PST/10 p.m. ET Sunday, 
Nov. 22.

In Los Angeles in the late 
1970s, Pat Godfrey was in the 
process of his second divorce, 
taking custody of two kids and 
battling his alcoholism. He had 
resolved to never marry again 

and ultimately, had given up on 
love.

One night, he was going over 
photo albums with his mother 
and came across a photo of him 
and his on-again, off-again high 
school sweetheart, Margery. He 
was a basketball player, Margery 
was a cheerleader.

Pat said the first day he had 
met her in seventh grade was 
“the end.”

“I didn’t think of it as ‘you 
captured my heart and I’m never 
going to get it back again,’” he 
said with a laugh. “But it was. I 
was just so attracted to her. She 
was such a pistol. She was some-
body to watch and pay attention 
to.”

Pieces of Federal Way’s history 
from 2020 will soon be buried in 
Town Square Park, where they will 
remain in the city’s time capsule 
for 30 years.

Mayor Jim Ferrell hosted a 
dedication ceremony for the time 
capsule on Nov. 6. The outdoor 
ceremony welcomed more than 

50 community members, politi-
cians, local leaders, contributors 
and more.

“On the 30th anniversary of the 
City of Federal Way, it is only fitting 
to not only reflect and document 
the last 30 years of our city, but to 
also communicate with our future 
residents 30 years in the future,” 
Ferrell said.

The time capsule is a 5 foot-
long and 22.5 inch-deep cement 

vault that will soon be filled with 
artifacts from the city, such as the 
first-ever Pride Flag, a construc-
tion helmet from Sound Transit, 
the Federal Way Mirror’s Nov. 6 
front page, along with notes and 
donations from local residents and 
dozens more contributions.

Friday’s dedication ceremony 
was held on the plaza outside of the 
Performing Arts and Event Center 
near the Town Center Steps, which 

will also be the site of the capsule’s 
plaque. The capsule itself will be 
buried in an undisclosed location 
in Town Square Park below.

The time capsule can also be 
considered a time machine, Ferrell 
said, and will be “an enthusiastic 
‘hello,’” from 2020.

A key force behind the “time 
machine” is Diana Noble-Guilford, 
president of the volunteer-run 
Federal Way Historical Society. She 

helped advocate for and organize 
the local groups to be represented, 
along with assembly and preserva-
tion of artifacts.

“Our mission statement is to 
preserve our history for future 
generations, and that is exactly 
what this time capsule does,” 
Noble-Guilford said, noting the 
importance of documenting the 
year 2020 — already a historical 
year in itself.

After pressure from the 
community and unanimous 
disapproval from the Federal Way 
City Council, Sound Transit has 
decided to scrap the proposed 
elephant sculpture idea from 
the Federal Way Link Extension 
plans.

Sound Transit Chief Execu-
tive Officer Peter Rogoff wrote 
a letter to Mayor Jim Ferrell on 
Nov. 6 announcing the decision 
of developing a new art concept 
idea. Ferrell sent a letter to Rogoff 
the previous day stating the city 
does not feel the elephant sculp-
ture concept reflects Federal Way 
in a positive light.

“As I stated in our phone 
conversation yesterday evening, 
Sound Transit has no interest in 
installing a work of art that the 
community does not believe 
is appropriate to their city or 

representative of its poten-
tial,” Rogoff wrote in the Nov. 6 
response letter. During the phone 
call, Rogoff asked Ferrell what 
he would like to do and Ferrell 
suggested restarting the artwork 
design process.

In agreement with Sound 
Transit Board Chair Kent Keel, 
Rogoff said artist Donald Lipski 
will go back to “square one” of the 
art process and engage with the 
community in developing a new 
concept “that inspires joy and 
spurs conversation as all public 
art should,” he said.

The proposed — and now 
scrapped — sculpture concept 
featured a tree as a base, drawing 
inspiration from Federal Way’s 
logging town heritage. A spritely 
elephant is balanced on top of 
the tree on two front legs with 
a native great blue heron bird 
sitting atop the elephant’s trunk, 
looking at one another.

The sculpture would have 
been three-and-a-half stories tall 
(approximately 30 feet), about 
the height of passengers on the 
future light rail platform.

Sound Transit presented the 

selected artists and artwork 
concepts to the Federal Way Arts 
Commission on Oct. 1, but the 
commission did not have enough 
members to form a quorum. The 
board was never asked to, and 
never did, vote to approve the 
artwork concepts, said Vice Chair 
Vickie Chynoweth.

Somewhere in the last two 
weeks, the miscommunication 
began that the Arts Commission 
was responsible for the elephant 
artwork’s approval, but “we 
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didn’t vote on it … the Arts 
Commission really didn’t 
get a choice.”

“We’ve never been able 
to say ‘this is what we 
want,’” Chynoweth said.

Neither the mayor 
nor Sound Transit have 
reached out to the Arts 
Commission regarding the 
concept’s backlash or the 
conversations with Sound 
Transit about getting rid of 
the idea, two Arts Commis-
sion sources said.

Mayor Ferrell said he is 
gratified and pleased with 
the consideration and 
quick resolution of Sound 
Transit and the board of 
directors.

“[Art] is a very subjec-
tive venue and most people 
in our position want to 
be very respectful and 

deferential to the creativ-
ity of an artist, but at some 
point, you just need to say 
what you really think,” he 
said. “If we don’t speak up 
now, that [artwork] will be 
sitting out there for a long 
time.”

The first concept missed 
the mark, Ferrell said.

“It was just somewhat 
ridiculous,” he said. “You 
don’t want a 30-foot ridic-
ulous piece of artwork 
forever having an imprint 
and impression on our 
community.”

However, Ferrell said he 
is hopeful the new concept 
will more accurately depict 
all that Federal Way is and 
could be.

New York-native artist 
Lipski “has indicated 
that he looks forward to 
community input as he 
develops a new concept 
for artwork for the Federal 
Way Transit Center Station 
plaza,” Rogoff said.

The two had lost touch 
after high school, both 
moving to different states 
— Margery to New Mexico 
for college and Pat to 
Hawaii — and launching 
into successful careers of 
their own. Pat recalls asking 
his mother that night: “why 
couldn’t I have just married 
Margery in the first place?”

Though, at this point, 
they hadn’t seen each other 
in about 15 years, Pat felt he 
could find her again.

So, he picked up the 
phone book and began 
calling every Southworth 
(her maiden name) in the 
Los Angeles area — none of 
which proved to be related 
to the one person he was 
searching for.

The next morning, Pat 

got an overwhelming 
sense that he should take 
a different route to work. 
He decided to go by Santa 
Monica, which was about 
45 minutes out of the way 
of his usual commute from 
Palos Verdes to Hollywood.

As he was pulling up to 
the San Diego Freeway 
(I-405), the meter on-ramp 
light turned red, and a tan-
colored van pulled up 
alongside him honking its 
horn.

“I look over and there’s a 
woman sitting in the van. 
She lifts her dark glasses 
up, and it’s Margery,” he 
said. “I just start unrav-
eling, like ‘this is unbe-
lievable.’ At first I started 
laughing, then I started 
crying, then I started laugh-
ing again.”

On the freeway, the two 
quickly put their blinkers 
on to exit and pulled into 
a nearby parking lot. After 

catching up briefly, Patrick 
got Margery’s phone 
number and they began 
dating shortly after. The two 
married about a year later 
in 1979.

Years later while the 
couple was living in the 
Seattle area, they discov-
ered author Robert 
Fulghum was raising 
money for Habitat for 
Humanity by writing a 
book about love stories. 
Pat contacted the organiza-
tion and pitched their love 
story. The Godfrey’s story 
was published in the 1997 
book “True Love.”

Their love story soon 
took off.

USA Today reached 
out to the couple to do a 
Valentine’s Day feature, 
garnering more attention 
as the book became a New 
York Times Best Seller. The 
book’s profits raised about 
half a million dollars for 

Habitat for Humanity.
Local news outlets 

caught wind of their magi-
cal reunion meeting, trav-
eling from those news 
networks to the Oprah 
Winfrey Show.

In June 2016, author 
SQuire Rushnell presented 
their love story on his 
monthly NBC TODAY 
segment. Rushnell collects 
and writes stories titled 
“Godwinks,” representing 
“those little ‘coincidences’ 
that didn’t feel like coinci-
dence, but instead, seemed 
to be a tangible connection 
to a divine source,” accord-
ing to his website.

The Godfreys’ love story 
went into Rushnell’s 10th 
Godwinks book, “The 
Godwink Effect” and was 
quickly selected as the 
third movie of the Hallmark 
Godwink Movie Series: 
“A Godwink Christmas 
— Second Chances, First 

Love,” Rushnell said.
The movie stars Brooke 

D’Orsay and Sam Page, 
“whose chemistry will 
remind the real Margie and 
Pat of their own love story.”

Filmed in Idaho, Kathie 
Lee Gifford is the movie’s 
executive producer. She 
starred in the series’ first 
two films, but due to 
pandemic restrictions, was 
unable to take on a role for 
the third.

“The wonderful outcome 
is that, while watching a 
wonderful movie, you can 
learn to see the Godwinks 
that happen all around us, 
in our own lives,” Rushnell 
said.

With a laugh, Pat said 
he’s amazed the hype has 
been going on for 18-plus 
years and how throwing 
a little rock in a pond has 
carried so many ripples 
with it. The couple said 
they are thankful to have 

received the gift of their 
relationship, and have the 
ability to share that gift with 
others.

“I think it inspires hope,” 
he said. “I’m moved by 
other people’s stories that 
are fascinating, interesting 
and unlikely, and that just 
touch you at a real deep 
level. I think this [love 
story] probably touches 
people at a real deep, kind 
of soulful level.”

Eventually, all the puzzle 
pieces of life fit together 
perfectly, he said, even if 
when you’re going through 
trials it doesn’t seem that 
way.

“I know good things are 
happening,” he said. “My 
wife is proof of that to me.”

Tune in to the Hall-
mark Channel to watch 
“A Godwink Christmas — 
Second Chance, First Love” 
at 7 p.m. PST Sunday, Nov. 
22.
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