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SNOHOMISH — The tale of 
Piccadilly Circus Pub is part 
determination, part popular 
watering hole and certainly 
part love story.

But for Geoff and Marion 
Wall, they are looking to let 
someone else write the next 
chapter after 30 years in the 
business.

“I’m 79, she’s 75. As much as 
I love it, there’s a time you’ve 
got to say (expletive) it, it’s 
time to retire,” Geoff said.

They’d like to sell to the fi rst 
person with the right offer. 

If nothing happens, they’ll 
keep going, the Englishman 
from Manchester said.

“We’ll just take more vaca-
tions,” Geoff says, pausing. 
“Right,  ‘Smurfy?’,” calling 
Marion by her nickname.

Throughout his time in 
Snohomish, Geoff Wall hasn’t 
been afraid to stand up on 
issues.

Ask former city manager 
Bill McDonald from 20 years 
ago. Wall says he dumped 
sidewalk garbage on the city 
manager’s desk to make a 

point First Street needed 
sweeping more frequently.

Ask KIRO Radio pundit 
Dave Ross. When he dispar-
aged British food, Wall said 
he challenged him to come 
eat. Ross became an occa-
sional patron since.

He’s fought the “British 
food is blah” reputation for 
years. It’s changed over time, 
he said. His European menu 
developed from being taught 
by two top chefs: Wolfgang 
Gruetzmacher for German 
food and Philippe Magnon 
for French food.

Piccadilly started as a gift 
shop sort of on a lark. Geoff 
said he grabbed a few items 
from his home, picked up a 
few others, and they opened 
shop on Glen Avenue. That 
was 1990.

“We were young and inno-
cent then, huh?” Geoff beck-
ons to Marion. “Yeah,” she 
laughs back.

Within five months, the 
shop was pulling $20,000 a 
month, Geoff said.

A year later, Piccadilly 
moved to its current home 
at 1104 First St. as a British 
gift shop and restaurant. A 

six-month remodel in 2005 
turned the front end into 
the pub. (Painted green and 
lined with wood, before then 
the old walls happened to be 
dusty pink.)

It’s got regulars. One family 
holds their Christmas get-
togethers at the restaurant 
annually. The night crowd 
knows Pic’s has karaoke.

The sportsman’s resilience 
built up from his formative 
years growing up in bomb-
shelled, postwar England.

The soccer scarves tacked 
to the walls aren’t just for the 
atmosphere.

At 17, he signed onto a 
team in England’s top soccer 
league, the era’s equivalent 
to the Premier League. And 
that team was the Blackburn 
Rovers, which was experienc-
ing a gilded time during the 
late 1950s and early ‘60s. He 
played in a few games; the 
Rovers’ regular starting roster 
was full. It was tough getting 
in to begin with, Wall noted.

At age 22, his career got cut 
short by injury.

Geoff immigrated to Amer-
ica in 1963 and unexpect-
edly got drafted into the U.S. 

military. Based at Fort Lewis, 
he played on the military’s 
soccer team abroad. More 
soccer, and work in soccer 
coaching, helped serve his 
passion. His youth teams won 
championships.

“Soccer is 90 percent of my 
life, outside of work,” Geoff 
said.

During an interview, he 
sometimes gauged dates by 
benchmarking them against 
the FIFA World Cup that hap-

pens once every four years.
One of Geoff ’s three sons, 

also named Geoff  Wall, 
played in America’s pro 
leagues.

“I taught him, but he’s 
better than me,” the dad said.

If Piccadilly does sell, the 
Walls would like to move to 
Arizona.
In other First Street news:

• Faded Elegance, a main-
stay on First Street that sur-
vived the Recession, closed 

March 28 because of a lease 
change.

Owner Kim McIlrath said 
she hopes to reopen some-
where in Snohomish if space 
becomes available on First 
Street. 

Inside the shop, visitors 
streamed in last month 
before Gov. Jay Inslee’s stay-
at-home order. Many lament-
ed that it is going away.

She said it wasn’t her busi-
ness decision to close, but she 
is thankful for the communi-
ty’s support. “We’re going out 
on a positive note,” she said.

McIlrath opened Faded Ele-
gance 20 years ago on Hewitt 
Avenue in Everett before 
moving to First Street in the 
mid-2000s.

• Earlier this year, Troy-
Beck Antiques moved to a 
new space at 1015 First St. 
from its longtime home at 
the corner of Avenue A and 
First Street. The old corner 
shop was being cleared by a 
construction crew late last 
month.

• Peeking inside the former 
home of Past Gas & Pegasus 
Shops at 1003 First St., a re-
porter saw it is all cleared out.

Still game for adventure, owners of British pub on First St. look to retire

Geoff and Marion Wall opened shop in Snohomish some 
30 years ago. Here, they stand for a photo outside Piccadilly 
Circus on First Street in late March.
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(to it) that kids have their 
computers and internet 
access,” he said.

This week, most are on 
spring break.

School districts that missed 
days can end their school 
year as late as June 19. 

“We have for the past few 
weeks said that we’re expect-
ing (districts) to make up as 
many days they can through 
June 19,” state Office of Su-
perintendent of Public In-
struction spokeswoman Katy 
Payne said, and the agency 
told districts they can easily 
ask to waive any missed days 
beyond that.

Snohomish Schools might 
end the year on June 17, dis-
trict spokeswoman Kristin 
Foley said, but that’s not for-
malized.

Graduating seniors:
High school seniors found 

everything upturned by the 
coronavirus. 

Kultgen recognized that 
some “once in a lifetime” 
events like prom might not 
happen.

It’s not clear how fi nal test-
ing will be conducted. The 
latest information from the 

state superintendent’s office 
indicates seniors will take 
the end-of-year Smarter Bal-
anced Assessment tests from 
late April to early June. Their 
younger peers won’t: the 
state superintendent’s office 
scrapped all of the other as-
sessment tests planned for 
this year.

A few colleges have sus-
pended requiring an SAT and 
ACT score for college admis-
sion. The May 2 SAT tests 
nationwide are canceled, its 
operator the College Board 
said. Advanced Placement 
tests are being conducted 
remotely online.

In a public message, the 
state’s superintendent Chris 
Reykdal emphasized to se-
niors: “Work hard, be as com-
mitted to your graduation as 
we are,” and to express com-
passion during these times.

Athletics:
The state’s student athlet-

ics body has plans to hold 
“some type of culminating 
events” or competitions if 
schools reopen May 4, and 
has contingency plans if 
school reopens beyond that, 
its executive director Mick 

Hoffman said.
“Any further delays could 

put State Championships in 
jeopardy as no champion-
ships will be held after May 
30 to avoid conflicts with 
graduation,” the Washington 
Interscholastic Athletics As-
sociation (WIAA) wrote in a 
March 25 advisory.

To make up for lost games, 
the WIAA advised that base-
ball and softball teams can 
play abnormally shortened 
five-inning games. Soccer 
games can be half-length. 
Tennis players can hustle 
with three matches per day.

Either way, May will be a 
frenzy if  the spring sports 
season happens.
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Monroe superintendent switch accelerated
MONROE — The Monroe 

School District is being led by 
Justin Blasko, the appointee 
selected in February, sooner 
than expected.

Blasko was appointed su-
perintendent effective im-
mediately April 2 after Su-
perintendent Fredrika Smith 
stepped down. Blasko’s pro-
motion moved up from July 1. 
He was assistant superinten-
dent before the appointment.

Smith, who got the job five 

years ago, announced in De-
cember she planned to leave  
after accepting a position 
with the regional Northwest 
Educational Services District. 

“Even though this transition 
in leadership is happening 
earlier than we had originally 
planned, we remain confi dent 
that Dr. Blasko stepping into 
the role of Superintendent 
will be a seamless process. 
Dr. Blasko’s leadership in the 
Learning and Teaching De-

partment during the COVID-
19 pandemic has been in-
strumental in moving our 
district forward in planning 
for the implementation of 
new remote learning require-
ments. We are confident he 
will continue to successfully 
lead our district through 
these trying times and 
beyond,” the school board 
wrote in a joint message to 
the community.
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WE 
BELIEVE
IN LOCAL

In these unprecedented times, it’s 
more important than ever to support 
our small, local businesses whose 
livelihoods depend on all of us. To help 
our local businesses emerge strong 
and intact, we ask that you seek out 
the many locally-produced items in our 
stores. On behalf of our local partners, 
we thank you from the bottom of our 
hearts for your support.
We are partnering with our local food 
hub to showcase and help many small 
family creameries survive during these 
trying times. Visit our cheese table to 
explore our selection.

This month, please enjoy our 
buy-one-get-one-free offer on artisan 
cheese from all our local creameries.

Offer valid now through April 30, 2020 with CARD
Haggen Food & Pharmacy • Visit haggen.com to view our weekly flyers, store hours and more.

Lake Stevens • Marysville • Snohomish • Stanwood
©2020 Haggen • 200323-03

BUY 1, GET 1

FREE
BUY 1, GET 1

FREE
Free Item of Equal or Lesser ValueFree Item of Equal or Lesser Value

Community 
Church 

Directory

Call to list your 
Church Services!
(360) 568-4121

Seventh Day Adventist
Seventh Day Adventist
505 Ave D, Snohomish

(360) 568-1144

United Methodist
United Methodist 
(360) 568-5755 
• Pastor Janelle Kurtz
2400 Lake Ave, Snohomish
Traditional Worship 10:00 am

Ron Franz 
360-794-4083 #ARIZOPS960MM

Pumps • Motors Pumps • Motors 

• Heaters • Filters 
• Spa Hard Covers

Monroe


