
SKAGIT PUBLISHING
COMMUNITY GRANT PROGRAM

Skagit Publishing has established a $500,000
grant fund to assist locally owned businesses

with matched advertising during this challenging
situation.As a family owned business,

we understand what you are going through and
have stepped forward to support our community.

Skagit Publishing will provide $500,000 in matched
advertising during the months of April,May, and

June of 2020.

We can help you find new customers!
We will let them know how to find you - online,

social media, curbside etc.

For more information email Duby Petit,
Advertising Director: dpetit@skagitpublishing.com

Simply fill out the grant application at
goskagit.com/grants

SKAGITPUBLISHING

20%
DISCOUNT
Not valid with any other specials or discounts.

Cannot be used on alcoholic drinks.

Exp. 6/12/18

1320 Memorial Hwy • Mount Vernon 424.1977 www.themexicocafe.com
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Emergency Hours: Mon - Wed 11am - 8pm,
Thur - Sun 11am - 8:30pm

Phone: 360-424-1977

20% DISCOUNT
Not valid with any other specials or discounts. Cannot be used on alcoholic drinks.

Exp. 5/13/20

Breaking News
Mexico Cafe will have Take Out and Delivery

Only Effective Immediately

Michelle Moser, RPh

360.757.6677 • 221 S. 1st Street, Mt Vernon • www.makerscompounding.com

There is so much to celebrate! It’s
May, beautiful flowers, Mother’s
Day, Graduations, Birthdays, and
Anniversaries!

Makers Compounding Pharmacy will
celebrate 9 years in operation this
month. We thank you for allowing us to
serve you on your road to wellness.

Hallmark has so many pretty things
to celebrate Mom! We can help you

pick out a pretty box of Bath Petals, English Tea Pot, cup &
towel, Beekeeper house, Blown Glass wind chimes, jewelry,
cashmere topper, a gift bag to put it all into and the perfect
card!

Graduates need a little extra special celebration this year as

graduation ceremonies are being conducted a bit differently
than usual. We have cards for every occasion and every
size! Picture frames, special keepsakes and plush to let your
graduate know how much you care.

Birthdays are always a great time to shower them with love!
Scented soaps, bath teas, lotions & cloths are some of the
latest & popular gifts.

Anniversaries should never be forgotten, so give the perfect
Hallmark card to tell them you cant wait to share many more
years with them!

We have personal shoppers waiting to help you!

Happy Day!
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Mother’s Day
Photo contest

Submit a photo with your mother
for the chance to win a

Spa Package for Two

Don’t forget to have your friends
and family vote!

VIsIt

goskagit.com/mothersdayphotocontest

PResents

New X08 Cosmeceuticals and
Glo Skin Care Home Care Kit

(valued at over $320)
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State enlisting public in battle with hornets
By RichaRd WalkeR
rwalker@goanacortes.com

By all accounts, the 
Asian giant hornet is one 
scary critter.

At 2 inches, it’s the 
world’s largest hornet 
and has a venom more 
toxic  than bees and 
wasps. Its stinger can 
pierce a beekeeper’s suit. 
The hornet nests in the 
ground and in fall kills 
and decapitates honey 
bees and feeds the bees’ 
unhatched brood to its 
own young. A few hor-
nets can destroy a bee-
hive within hours.

And now they are 
here in Washington. The 
City of Anacortes, Port 
of Anacortes, Swinomish 
Indian Tribal Community 
and Samish Nation are 
setting traps this week to 
try to find out if any giant 
hornets have arrived on 
Fidalgo Island.

“They are definitely 
bad news for honey-
bees,” said Karla Salp of 
the state Department of 
Agriculture.

And they’re potential-
ly bad news for humans. 

“ T h e y  g e n e r a l l y 
aren’t aggressive toward 
humans unless they feel 
threatened,” Salp said. 
“They nest in the ground. 
If a hiker steps on a nest, 
the hornet could see that 
as a threat and attack.” 
Each hornet can sting 
more than once; multiple 
stings can be fatal, Salp 
said.

Salp said  i t ’s  not 
known how the hor-
nets arrived in the U.S., 
whether in the cargo hold 
of a ship or by migration.

Accord ing  to  the 
Ag r icu l ture  Depart -
ment’s map of reported 
sightings, a colony of 
Asian giant hornets was 
found and destroyed 
Sept. 18 in Nanaimo, 
B.C. It contained about 
150 live hornets and 600 
unhatched eggs and lar-
vae. Then, two dead hor-
nets were collected in 
Blaine, one on Oct. 30 
and the other on Jan. 8, 
according to the sightings 
report map. 

Other sightings are 
u n d e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n 
throughout Washington, 
including one in Sedro-
Woolley, one on Highway 
9 and Prairie Road north 
of Sedro-Woolley, three 
in Mount Vernon, one in 
Coupeville and one at 
Lake McMurray.

No sightings had been 
reported as of Monday in 
Anacortes, and city Parks 

and Recreation Director 
Jonn Lunsford said his 
department is “prepar-
ing to deploy our hornet 
traps this week” to keep 
the hornet from getting a 
foothold on the island.

The state Agriculture 
Department is enlisting 
the help of beekeepers 
and the public to trap 
and report what some are 
calling “murder hornets” 

before the species estab-
lishes itself here.

“Each hornet colony 
can produce 300 new 
queens, so this year is 
really critical,” Salp said.

At stake: honeybees 
and all the crops they 
pollinate. “If it becomes 
established, this hor-
net will have negative 

impacts on the environ-
ment, economy and pub-
lic health of Washington 
state,” she said.

Sa lp  sa id  severa l 
reported sightings in 
Washington turned out to 
be yellow jackets or bum-
blebees.

“We’d rather have 
someone report what 
turns out to be a yellow 
jacket than not report 
what is an Asian giant 
hornet,” she said.

Beekeepers and the 
public can help stop the 

spread of the Asian giant 
hornet by setting and 
monitoring special traps 
and reporting catches, 
Salp said.

Learn more on the 
state Department of 
Agriculture website.

Salp shared this good 
news. Honey bees in 
Japan have learned how 
to fight back against the 
hornet by gathering in a 
ball around the invader 
and vibrating to produce 
heat — cooking the hor-
net to death.

Photos contributed / Washington dePartment of agriculture

above:  this hornet – believed to be an asian giant hornet – was photo-
graphed april 18 on a fence in mount Vernon. below: the asian giant hornet 
is 1.5 - 2 inches in length, with large orange/yellow head, prominent eyes, 
and a black and yellow striped abdomen.

Asian giant hornet facts
• World’s largest hornet, 1.5 to 2 inches in 
length
• Orange/yellow head with prominent 
eyes; black and yellow striped abdomen
• Stinger is longer than a bee’s
• Nests in the ground
• Colonies established by late fall, and 
workers go out and forage. Workers eat 
other insects, including honey bees.
• Once hornet young hatch, workers enter 
a “slaughter phase,” attack king bee 
hives, killing the adults and taking the 
brood as food for their young.
Source: Washington Department of Agriculture

If you see an Asian giant hornet nest:
do not approach it or remove it. call the 
agriculture department immediately at 
800-443-6684.


