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More Students 
Return to PSD 
Classrooms
Elementary and middle schools are now 
open to all who want in-person teaching.

SARA THOMPSON, KP NEWS

In January, for the first time since schools 
closed last spring, Renee Harding’s kids 
were back in the classroom. Her daughter 
was first, returning to four full days a week 
of  second grade Jan. 19. Two weeks later 
her sons, fourth and fifth graders, were 
back for half  days in the mornings. 

“She is ecstatic and so happy to be 
back in school. It’s different, but what-
ever her teacher is doing, she is doing 
a good job. She has a light back in her,” 
Harding said of  her daughter. “The boys 
are happy as clams.”

Tricia Endsley, the Communities in 
Schools of  Peninsula coordinator at Ever-
green Elementary School, and a parent 
of  a fourth grader, said “From a mom’s 
perspective it’s been amazing. My son 
couldn’t sleep the night before he went 
back to school. You’d think we were going 
to Disneyland.”

Middle school is scheduled to open 
using a hybrid model March 1 with sixth 
grade orientation Feb. 25 and 26. When 
high schools reopen will depend on when 
COVID-19 infections fall to a rate of  

Seahawks Notch Historic Win in (Empty) Fish Bowl 42
In another sign of hope for humanity, high school football has returned.

TED OLINGER, KP NEWS

The Peninsula High School Seahawks 
defeated their perennial rivals and friends, 
the Gig Harbor Tides, 36-12 in the opening 
game of  a resurrected season Feb. 19.

It was the fifth consecutive Fish Bowl 
victory for the Seahawks, making the overall 
record 21 wins for each team since the first 
ad hoc tournament was played in 1979. 

The usual autumn homecoming carnival 
that is Fish Bowl was made impossible 
by the pandemic in 2020, but new state 
Department of  Health guidelines led to 
a launch of  abbreviated seasons for high 
school sports, starting locally with a Fish 
Bowl played in an empty stadium at Roy 
Anderson Field.

Gone were the thousands of  shiv-
ering half-dressed teenagers who would 
normally roam the venue, bodies painted 
in their school colors and adorned with 
yards of  Mardi Gras beads. There were 
no fans, no bands, no food trucks, just a 
blanketing silence broken by the sound 
of  the ball being kicked or caught, and 
the roar of  the players when one of  their 
own got a hand on it.

Peninsula came to the game with a more 
seasoned team than the talented up-and-
comers of  Gig Harbor. The Seahawks won 
the Class 3A South Sound Conference 
championship last year with a 7-0 record 
under QB Peyton Bice, who graduated, 
and conference MVP Sean Skladany (DE/
FB), now a senior. 

After receiving the first kick, the Tides 
incurred three penalties in three plays 
and punted. 

The Seahawks were led by junior Jake 
Bice making his debut as starting varsity 
quarterback. Bice played in three games in 
the 2019-20 season, relieving his brother 
Peyton. 

Bice made 9 yards on a QB keeper, setting 
up senior Landon Sims (RB/OLB) for 
their first touchdown and the extra point 
4 minutes into the 
game.  Running 
back Ethan Hogan 
set up the next TD 
after a 25-yard carry 
when he got tripped 
up on the 2; Sims ran the ball in on the 
next play. The ball was fumbled going for 
the extra point, making the score 13-0 at 
the end of  the first quarter.

The 6-foot, 3-inch, 215-pound Skladany 
spent most of  the second quarter drag-
ging defenders downfield as he moved 
the ball. He was stopped at the 1 after 
a 5-yard run, setting up Sims’ third TD. 
With the extra point, the score was 20-0.

The second half  started with a 99-yard 
kick return by Peninsula senior Bryce 
Cleave (WR/CB). The ball was fumbled 
again before the extra point, though the 
holder tried unsuccessfully to run it in. 
Score 26-0.

The Tides struggled to get past the 
Seahawk defense, but sophomore Tides 
QB/FS Payton Knowles began to heat 

up in the second half. At nearly 6 feet and 
145 pounds, he outran tackles to complete 
short passes and attempt a few dramatic 
long shots, reaching mid-field for the first 
time in the game. After two short runs he 
made it to the 14-yard line. His pass into 
the endzone was slapped away by Cleave, 
and the Seahawks took over on downs.

Bice launched a long pass that was 
tipped by a defender and wobbled like a 
wounded duck before being intercepted by 

Hudson Cedarland 
(WR/SS) ,  who 
ran it back to the 
11-yard line. A call 
for holding pushed 
the Tides to the 21. 

After losing more ground, Gig Harbor 
attempted to punt but Peninsula got to 
the ball before the kick and started back 
to their own endzone.

Bice made one first down after another 
with short passes and handoffs, gaining 
5, 10, 15 yards at a time but got pushed 
back by flags; the Seahawks incurred 10 
of  18 penalties by then. Senior Camron 
Watkins kicked a 26-yard field goal, making 
the score 29-0.

Knowles hit the gas in the fourth quarter 
with horizontal passes for little gain and 
some successful longer shots, but every 
receiver was immediately knocked down. 
Then he connected with a 10-yard pass 
to junior Cole Rushforth in the endzone 
(WR/OLB) for their first TD with 8:16 

THE USUAL AUTUMN HOMECOMING 
CARNIVAL THAT IS FISH BOWL 

WAS MADE IMPOSSIBLE BY 
THE PANDEMIC IN 2020.

Hudson Cedarland (3) goes after Seahawks running back Landon Sims, who scored three touchdowns. Christine Mckail
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TOGETHER, BUILDING A SAFER COMMUNITY THROUGH 
PREVENTION, PREPAREDNESS & RESPONSE 

Give your Fire Department  
the information they need 
before emergency strikes

Create a new Community Connect account to help 
firefighters better assist you when every second 
counts.  Start with the basics — name, email, phone 
number and address. Then add the vital information 
you choose in your secure life safety profile.

Sign up for your free account at  
www.communityconnect.io/info/wa-keypeninsula

dining, El Sombrero promoted takeout 
options, but the number of  customers 
plummeted. Restaurants have a much larger 
margin of  profit with alcohol sales than 
with food, and closing the El Sombrero 
bar meant more loss of  income. The de la 
Cruzes received funding from the Payroll 
Protection Program, which allowed them 
to retain employees at first, but even when 
they were allowed to reopen at one-quarter 
capacity they were forced to let people go 
and cut restaurant hours. 

The support of  the community has 
meant much to the family. “We are over-
whelmed by the generosity; we look 
forward to the time when we will once 
again be able to give back,” Cathy said. 
But the challenges continue. Overhead 
costs continue and it is even difficult to 
find takeout containers. Staff  remain on 
standby, hoping their jobs return. 

GNOSH
“We’ve done better than we ever have,” 

said Stephanie Brooks, the owner-operator 
of  Gnosh, the blue takeout food truck that 
operates outside Capitol Lumber in Key 
Center. “The first three months were crazy. 
I couldn’t begin to tell you how many new 
customers we got.”

While her business model is working well, 
Brooks said it kills her at night to drive past 
dark restaurants. The restaurant business 
has notoriously low margins, “so when 
something goes wrong, and that percentage 
slips into the negative, there’s nothing you 
can do,” she said. 

“I know there are some others doing well 
too. There are enough customers out here 
for all of  us to get business, it’s good that 
it’s being spread around.”

FIGARO’ S PIZ Z A 
Owner Greg Hessler received assistance 

through the Payroll Protection Program 
in the early months of  the pandemic 
when everything shut down. Navigating 
the program was initially confusing for 
everyone, including the banks, but he said 
the money helped keep his doors open and 
staff  employed. 

“Thankfully we had the model set up 
and we didn’t have to reinvent the wheel,” 
Hessler said. While the extra PPE increased 
expenses, his goal was to eliminate fear 
and ensure customers felt safe with staff  
modeling best practices.

“It took a while before people began 
to recognize that they could go out while 
remaining safe,” he said.

Hessler said the value of  being open for 
customers goes far beyond pizza. Friendly 
service and the normalcy of  conversation 
are as nourishing in these times as food. 
“Our customers send cards and letters, 
thanking us for being here on the front lines.” 

left in the game. They went for 2 but the 
pass was incomplete. Score 29-6.

The Seahawks were forced to punt with 
5 minutes remaining but then recovered a 
Tides fumble on the next play at the 20-yard 
line. Bice handed off  to Skladany to run it 
down to the 10, and then to Sims who got 
it to the 3, and then to Skladany again for 
their fourth TD. The extra point was good, 
making the score 36-6 with 3:54 remaining.

Knowles blasted a short pass to sopho-
more Colin Montgomery, who proceeded to 
set a new land speed record for 87 yards and 
a second Tides TD. The kick was blocked, 
making the score 36-12, which became 
the final.

After a successful on-side kick by the 
Tides and a fumble a few plays later, the 
Seahawks recovered the ball and took a knee 
to end the game. The opposing teams shook 
hands, embraced, and began to howl, not at 
each other but into the surrounding silence.

Peninsula won a definitive victory, even 
while the community lost a Fish Bowl. But 
Gig Harbor will be back next year as a 
stronger contender, and so will we. n

BLEND WINE SHOP
Don Swensen, owner of  Blend in Key 

Center,said his business is down about 40% 
since mandated restrictions went into effect.

“First and foremost, our customers have 
been incredibly loyal and supportive,” he said.

Restaurants with liquor licenses operate 
under different rules than bars. “Blend is 
considered as just a bar. We always seem 
to be the redheaded stepchild, we’re the 
last one they think about trying to fix,” 
Swensen said.

Because a good portion of  his business 
is selling bottles to go, that part has been 
steady and even increased a bit. The other 
thing that helps is having minimal staff, 
just Swensen and his daughter. “I pay her 
to be there, but don’t pay myself  and that’s 
allowed us to be able to pay the bills and 
keep the doors open.” 

Swensen said Blend has not taken any 
money through the Payroll Protection 
Program. “The free stuff  we weren’t quali-
fied for anyway.” And while eligible for the 
payroll lending program, he decided they 
weren’t in a position to take a loan. 

“I don’t think we’re going to be done 
with this thing until the end of  2021. I’m 
looking for a business model that provides 
the wants of  our customers and to keep 
us moving forward.” 

Swensen said they’ll be looking at doing 
outside music again as soon as it’s allowed. 
Friends have offered to help repair the tent 
over the outdoor seating area and build some 
gas-powered fire pits for heat. 

THE SNACK SHACK
Off  the beaten track, a sandwich board 

sign at the entrance of  Volunteer Park 
continues to draw a solid lunch crowd, but 
staying open for the dinner hours during 
COVID-19 doesn’t pencil out. 

“It was too hard at only 25% to 50% 
(indoor) capacity and have to tell people to 
wear a mask, take their phone number and 
record what time they were here, that was 
ridiculous,” said co-owner Blaine Kester. 
In the end, he and co-owner Rachel Velez 
decided the best option was to operate 
takeout only. 

Velez credited Key Pen Parks for being a 
wonderful landlord. With nothing going on 
at the park, Snack Shack business has shrunk. 
Gone is the thousand-strong Clean and Sober 
Group that brought them their biggest day 
ever. Gone is the three-day annual Russian 
campout event. 

It’s the loyalty of  their customers that 
help keep them going. “It’s a good feeling 
to know people really care about us,” Velez 
said. “We can’t wait to get back to normal 
so people can sit down inside and listen to 
that ’50s music, read the paper, and enjoy 
a good meal.” 

TWO MARGARITAS
It’s a good thing Ricardo Sahagun has 

a sense of  humor. 
“Lulu’s closed in February and COVID hit 

in March,” said Sahagun, who, along with 
his cousin Edgar Anaya, purchased Lulu’s 
Homeport Restaurant and Lounge in Home 
in early 2020. The original plan called for 
a complete remodel and reopening as Two 
Margaritas within six months. 

Shortly after they filed for business 
and liquor licenses, the state stopped 
processing applications. 

In the downtime, remodeling progressed 
at a slower pace than planned, but things 
are getting done.

“The building was in really rough shape,” 
Sahagun said. “We took everything down 
to studs in the kitchen and installed new 
wiring –– another hit that we weren’t 
expecting –– it just kept on getting better 
and better,” Sahagun said, laughing. 

The state is processing licensing applica-
tions again, but a backlog remains. Mean-
while, all the new furniture ordered from 
Mexico to outfit the remodeled building 
can’t get into the U.S. because the border 
is closed. “Just another problem we’ve 
had to contend with,” he said.

But Sahagun looks on the bright side: 
“Lulu (Smith) and the community have 

been so supportive. We’ve been blessed 
with positive feedback and that makes us 
feel good.” n


