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Terry “TJ” Belgarde wrestled a 
30-pound bag of mulch from the back 
of the Kia Sedona minivan that held 
his tools. 

He hefted the wet bag of mate-
rial onto the seat of his four-wheeled 
walker, a battered necessity already 
showing signs of wear despite being a 
recent replacement.  

“Walkers don’t make great wheel-
barrows,” Belgarde said, positioning 
himself behind it. “But this one works 
for me.”

Landscaping work, especially in the 
winter months can be punishing. Cold 
and wet, with wind that reddens any 

exposed skin; constant clouds that 
make the limited light of any day seem 
to slip quickly away.

No matter. Belgarde said he thrives 
on hard work — convenient, consider-
ing he has to work harder than most in 
his line of work.

Belgarde was born with cerebral 
palsy which manifests as restricted 
mobility in his legs. He often uses a 
walker to get around, and is right-hand 
dominant. 

As many who are born with a dis-
ability will attest, Belgarde said he 
doesn’t feel like he struggles at all; he 
has learned to get around and navi-
gate everyday life in the ways that he 
is able.

When living with a disability, 

Belgarde said, adaptation is a neces-
sity, due to the simple fact that “this 
world is not built for you.” 

After moving to Port Townsend nine 
years ago, such things seemed even 
more obvious.

“When I moved here, I applied for 
countless jobs and wasn’t able to get a 
job,” Belgarde said. 

“They would say ‘equal opportunity 
employer’ but that simply means they 
have to give you an interview, they 
don’t have to give you a job.” 

“I got turned down in every possible 
nice way you can turn somebody down 
without saying, ‘It’s because you’re 
differently-abled,’” he recalled.

BRIAN KELLY 
BKELLY@PTLEADER.COM

A second person in Jefferson 
County has died from COVID-
19, according to Jefferson County 
public health offi cials.

The resident who passed away 
was an 80-year-old woman who 
was being treated in a Seattle-area 
hospital, according to Public Health 
Offi cer Dr. Tom Locke. 

The woman was admitted to the 
hospital in late October for sur-
gery unrelated to the coronavirus. 

Following the surgery, she devel-
oped complications which mandated 
additional hospitalization. 

In early December she became 
infected with COVID-19 as part of a 
hospital-wide outbreak, Locke said. 

She passed away Dec. 26 but the 
reason for the delayed reporting, 
Locke noted, was due to the fact 
that state offi cials were brought in 
to investigate the death and deter-
mine whether her death should 
be classifi ed as COVID-related or 
having to do with one of her mul-
tiple previously existing medical 

conditions.
The name of the hospital was 

kept confidential to protect the 
woman’s identity. 

Jefferson County’s fi rst death due 
to COVID-19 was reported in late 
November.

In announcing the fi rst death 
in a Nov. 25 email, Locke said the 
woman who had died from the virus 
was in her 90s, was chronically ill 
and had been receiving hospice 
care.

The second COVID death 
in Jefferson County comes as 

coronavirus cases continue to climb 
following the holiday season.

Jefferson health officials 
announced four new COVID-19 
cases Monday, bringing the cumu-
lative total of positive COVID tests 
to 257 in the county since the start 
of the pandemic.

The new cases announced 
Monday involved a Port Townsend 
man in his 50s, a mid-county 
woman in her 20s, a mid-county 
man in his 20s, and a mid-county 
man in his 50s.

The number of COVID cases 

continues to rise nationally, and 
total cases since March 2020 went 
past 22.7 million earlier this week.

“We set another grim record last 
week on Jan 7. When there was over 
4,000 deaths in one day,” Locke said 
during his Monday pandemic brief-
ing before county commissioners.

In Washington state, a total of 
276,686 COVID-19 infections was 
reported Monday.

The number of COVID-19 cases 
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Second person in Jefferson County dies from COVID-19
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Advocates for the decriminalization of psyche-
delic substances are calling for the Jefferson County 
prosecuting attorney to drop charges against a Kent 
resident arrested in November for alleged possession 
of “magic mushrooms.”

Andrew James Barton (who goes by the name Annie 
and uses the pronouns they/them) was arrested just 
before 2 a.m. Friday, Nov. 6 after Port Townsend Police 
Offi cer Nathan Holmes noticed Barton’s car parked on 
the side of the road near the Larry Scott Trail, an area 
he said was unusual for vehicles to stop. 

Barton was waiting for a friend who was getting off 
work from a nearby marijuana dispensary who needed 
a ride home, according to Holmes’ report on the arrest. 

But when Barton offered to show an identifi ca-
tion card, a plastic baggie fell out of Barton’s purse. 
Holmes recognized what appeared to be dried psilo-
cybin mushrooms. 

On Barton’s keychain, police allegedly found two 
pill containers that contained 27 oxycodone pills plus 
another pill that could not be immediately identifi ed.

Barton, 21, was arrested and booked into Jefferson 
County Jail on two charges of possession of a controlled 
substance.

Conviction on either felony charge carries a maxi-
mum fi ve-year prison term and $10,000 fi ne.

RALLYING CRY
The arrest has since prompted much public interest. 
In the past two weeks, the Port Townsend 

City Council and the Jefferson County Board of 
Commissioners have received multiple letters from 
residents, healthcare practitioners and others, asking 
that the charge be dropped and calling for offi cials to 
decriminalize possession of “entheogenic plants.” At 
Monday’s commissioners meeting, the entire public 
comment period was consumed by calls for decriminal-
izing entheogenic plants.

Barton’s arrest and subsequent possession charges 
have re-ignited calls by the Port Townsend Psychedelic 
Society to decriminalize the possession and use of nat-
ural psychedelic plants and fungi, as well as for the 
Jefferson County prosecuting attorney to drop Barton’s 
charge for possession of psilocybin mushrooms.  

One of the signatories of the letters sent to commis-
sioners and councilmembers was Michael Flowers, a 
retired psychotherapist and teacher who said he has 
seen the therapeutic effects of psychedelic substances 
fi rsthand.  

“I am generally in support of the practice in Jefferson 
County of not charging people with possession for 
small amounts of plant psychedelic substances,” 
Flowers said in an interview last week. “I think there’s 
enough research available now that suggests that the 
wise use of these substances can be benefi cial in any 
number of ways.”

Flowers pointed to multiple studies conducted 
by Johns Hopkins University and the University of 
California, Los Angeles which purport a host of medici-
nally substantive outcomes associated with the use of 
certain psychedelics. 

“The argument that they can be misused could 
equally be used against alcohol as far as I’m 
concerned.”  

Flowers said he did not support dropping any 
charges against Barton that involved oxycodone pills.   

“The opioid issue, to me, is a separate one and if 
there is a charge involving the illegal possession of 
opioids and especially the sale or distribution of them, 

Possession charges 
re-ignite calls for 

psychedelic 
decriminalization 
in Port Townsend

see CHARGES, Page A9

see COVID, Page A3

Adversity no match for tenacious 
Port Townsend landscaper 

see TENACIOUS, Page A2

Wearing a little mud, TJ Belgarde poses for a photo after working for a client. Photo courtesy Pug Paws Gardening

OPENING HIS OWN DOORS
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On a few occasions where 
there was hope, Belgarde 
said jobs that looked like a 
sure thing apparently evapo-
rated at the last minute. 

“They’d say, ‘Oh yeah, 
you got it.’ And then I’d get 
all excited and the next day 
I’d do the formal interview 
and they’d realize I was in a 
walker,” Belgarde said. 

After realizing that he 
used a walker to get around, 
the previously promising job 
prospects would quickly drift 

off, carried away by a variety 
of excuses leveled by his pro-
spective employers. 

“There are so may jobs 
that I just wish they would’ve 
given me a chance on, a 
chance to show them I could 
do it,” Belgarde said. 

“I do whatever I have to do 
to get the job done.”

MAKING A WAY
Growing up in a family 

full of loggers and raised 
by grandparents who were 
survivors of the Great 
Depression, Belgarde said he 
learned to “get tough or get 
left behind.”

Fed up with getting turned 
down for jobs, and looking to 
earn some money to buy his 
partner’s daughter a camera 
for her high school gradua-
tion, Belgarde drew upon his 
experience helping his family 
with landscaping work and 
resolved to be his own boss.

And now, four years after 
taking on his fi rst landscap-
ing job, Belgarde’s business, 
Pug Paws Gardening (named 
in honor of his therapy dog’s 
breed) has developed a list 
of regular clients as well as 
a significant social media 
following. 

The entrepreneur regu-
larly posts videos of himself 
working, both to drum up 
new customers and to dispel 
any trepidation would-be cli-
ents might have for hiring a 
differently-abled landscaper. 

While he acknowledges 
that he may not be able to 
work as quickly as other 
professional landscapers, 
Belgarde said what he may 
lack in speed, he more than 
makes up for in work ethic. 

A recent day on the job 
with Belgarde proves the 
point. 

After a bag of mulch falls 
from his walker onto the 
pavement near the garden 
at Sirens Hair Salon, one 
of Belgarde’s clients — he 
pushes the walker aside, 
and without a sound, grabs a 
corner of the bag and starts 
dragging it over to the pile of 
other bags.  

Walker aside, Belgarde 
uses everything at his 

disposal to get the job done; 
down even with the ground; 
crawling through the dirt, 
gravel, grass and pavement. 

Belgarde said that while 
his walker is helpful, in many 
cases he can get around much 
quicker by crawling on his 
hands and knees. 

“It’s just something that 
I’m used to. A lot of times 
when I was younger when 
I got home, I would crawl 
because it was faster,” 
Belgarde said. “From a very 
early age my knees got really 
tough; I did a lot of playing 
with Tonka trucks in the pea 
gravel driveway when I was 
a kid. My knees are probably 
tougher than the bottoms of 
my feet.” 

Each job, he explained, 
presents a new set of 
challenges that must be over-
come. Accessibility, the tools 
needed and site conditions 
are all questions awaiting 
answers. In some cases, it 
means devising a way of 
moving large quantities of 
mulch; a garden wagon with 
a rope tied to it; crawl, pull, 
repeat. 

In other instances, 
Belgarde may have to modify 
his tools to better serve 
his purposes, like bobbing 
down the handle of a rake to 
account for his lower position.  

Over the years the land-
scaper has grown more 
confi dent in his abilities to 
take on tougher and tougher 
projects, but there still are a 
few things where he has to 
take a pass, mostly for his 
own safety. 

“I don’t like ladders and 
they don’t like me,” Belgarde 
said. “I obviously don’t take 
any gutter-cleaning jobs or 
anything.”

MAKING CONNECTIONS
Belgarde said since he 

started Pug Paws four years 
ago, he has made a few 
friends along the way, friends 
like Evan Bombardier, 
who owns Bombardier 
Arboriculture. 

After hearing that 
Belgarde was looking for 
a used weed whacker, 
Bombardier donated his Stihl 
trimmer to Pug Paws. 

“I just saw that he had 
posted on one of the com-
munity Facebook pages and 
that he was a landscaper and 
he was looking for work,” 
Bombardier remembered. “I 
had an extra weed whacker 
and I just thought, ‘This guy 
deserves this weed whacker.’”

The two have been friends 
ever since. Bombardier 
said he fi nds inspiration in 
Belgarde’s disregard for his 
disability and his drive to live 
his life however he sees fi t.

“He really overcomes. He’s 
a strong dude,” Bombardier 
said.

In a similar fashion, 
Belgarde met Christian 
Powers, owner of Powers 
Landscaping,  Powers fre-
quently collaborates with Pug 
Paws to provide able-bodied 
assistance when he needs it.

“I went to his Pug Paws 
Gardening page and watched 
his videos of his work and I 
was like ‘Wow! This guy is 

so inspiring for me and truly 
amazing,’” Powers recalled. 
“So I reached out to him and 
we’ve been brothers and col-
laborators ever since, helping 
each other in life and talk-
ing about how to grow our 
businesses.”  

Belgarde credits his hard 
work for bringing him out of 
his shell and helping him to 
socialize more than he might 
have before. 

“It definitely keeps me 
from being depressed or 
down about my disability,” 
he said. “I think it’s helped 
me mentally, emotionally. 
And when you’re fi nancially 
more stable, you’re a happier 
person, too.”

MAKING A FUTURE  
These days, Belgarde said 

he’s taking on new landscap-
ing jobs all the time and 
saving money to purchase 
tools and other necessities 
to grow his business. Things 
recently got more official, 
too, Belgarde said. Pug Paws 
now has its own branded 
gear available for purchase, 
including face masks and 
hoodies.

To watch video of Belgarde 
in action, schedule landscap-
ing work or order your own 
Pug Paws Gardening hoodie, 
call 360-932-6984 or visit Pug 
Paws Gardening’s Facebook 
page at www.facebook.com/
Pug-paws-gardening-beating-
the-odds-2150557328518259/.
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NEWS@PTLEADER.COM

Annie and Tom Mullen now share owner-
ship in The Port Townsend-Jefferson County 
Leader with their son, Lloyd and his wife, 
Karen.

Born in Sioux City, Iowa, Tom Mullen car-
ried papers there when he was 11. Annie 
was born in Fairmont, Minn. and they met 
in high school. Tom landed his fi rst writing 

job working as a copy editor for the Omaha 
World Herald while in college there.

By the 1990s he was working as a news-
paperman in Sioux City, and the two began 
helping their sons, Jesse, Louie and Lloyd, 
with a paper route of their own. 

In 1996 the family moved to Newcastle, 
Wyo. to purchase the paper there.

“Annie worked as a nurse before we pur-
chased our fi rst paper so our boys grew up in 
this business and yes, we forced them to help 

out whenever and wherever they could. We 
didn’t think any of them would want to work 
in the business as adults but they all circled 
back around to it and we’re proud of them 
all,” Tom said. “This is the best industry in 
the world and I’m happy

to be a part of it.”
Tom and Annie share a vacation home with 

Lloyd and Karen in Union and they often sail 
to Port Townsend.

Tom worked as the Operations Manager 

for Mullen, Stevenson & Hicks Newspapers 
for more than a decade, training designers, 
photographers, reporters, sales people and 
publishers throughout the West.

In addition to Newcastle, Tom and Annie 
have owned and operated newspapers in 
Green River and Thermopolis in Wyoming; 
Philipsburg, Deer Lodge, Glasgow and Havre 
in Montana; Weiser and Driggs in Idaho, 
Seaside and Sisters in Oregon; Shelton and 
Omak in Washington; and in Sioux City

Same family, new owners chart path for Port Townsend Leader

Tenacious:  Man’s new career brings inspiration, innovation
continued from Page A1


