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North Valley will get COVID vaccine early
Extended care facility’s
death toll rises to 15

two-dose Pfizer vaccine. Vaccinations
were set to begin Tuesday in England,
Wales and Scotland. Northern Ireland
is scheduled to start next week.
By DEE CAMP
“The initial quantity is 975 doses,
The Chronicle
which are more than enough to vaccinate all of the front-line workers in
TONASKET — North Valley
the hospital, clinic and nursing home,”
Extended Care is scheduled to be
said North Valley Hospital District
among the first to get shipments of the CEO John McReynolds. “We are workPfizer COVID-19 vaccine, once it has
ing with other local organizations to
been approved for use in the United
discuss sharing the initial shipment
States and made available.
to ensure all of the health care profesLess than a week after the Great
sionals in the county can have access
Britain became the first Western
as soon as possible regardless of where
nation to approve a COVID-19 vaccine, they work.”
health care providers there are gearing
He said the timeline and other
up to start giving the first doses of the
details are still be worked out.

The announcement came as North
Valley Extended Care is dealing with
an outbreak among residents and staff.
As of Monday, Dec. 7, the facility has
had 15 resident deaths attributed to
COVID-19.
According to officials, as of Friday,
33 residents had tested for COVID. The
facility is licensed for 42 beds.
“The disease continues to run its
course and we have had additional
deaths connected to the outbreak,”
said McReynolds.
Lauri Jones, community health
director with Okanogan County Public
Health, said the numbers are not yet
reflected on the county’s COVID-19
website. Once death certificates are

issued, the numbers will be updated.
McReynolds said employees are
holding up well, “but it continues to
be an emotional time and we grieve
with the families that have lost loves
ones.”
Some employees also have been
sickened. Two who were hospitalized are doing well, and many other
employees who tested positive have
completed their quarantine period
and are back to work, he said.
The North Valley outbreak is part of
a rise in positive cases county wide,
which is following the trend in Washington and around the nation.
See COVID, page A2

It’s cold outside

Retrial
finds man
guilty of
child rape
By DEE CAMP
The Chronicle

OKANOGAN — A man found guilty
four years ago on child rape and child
molestation charges was found guilty
again Dec. 3 after retrial in Okanogan
County Superior Court.
Philip Nolan Lester, 39, won a new
trial after the state Court of Appeals
for Division 3 overturned his initial
convictions.
During the three-day trial before
the Judge Henry Rawson, the jury
returned guilty verdicts on both
charges the evening of Dec. 3, said
Okanogan County Prosecutor Arian
Noma.
Lester has yet to be sentenced for
first-degree child rape and first-degree child molestation. He was
booked into the county jail the same
day, on Rawson’s order.
Conviction counts as a “most serious offense” under the state’s three
AL CAMP | Special to The Chronicle
strikes law.
Red berries provide a pop of holiday-like color against a hoarfrost-covered shrub in Okanogan.
In the first case, prosecuted in
The mid-valley area was under an air stagnation advisory earlier in the week, with freezing rain
September 2016 by former Prosecutor
a possibility on Tuesday. The rest of the week looks clear, with temperatures warming up a bit,
Karl Sloan, Lester was sentenced to
according to the National Weather Service. Snow was predicted Tuesday for the Methow Valley.
200 months to life. The appeals court
in June 2018 disagreed with some of
the trial court’s preliminary evidentiary rulings and remanded the case
for a new trial.
Noma said Chief Criminal Deputy
David Stevens prosecuted the case
during the retrial.
By DEE CAMP
“Just take one day at a time. I don’t worry about
“When Arian Noma hired me, he
The Chronicle
yesterday and I don’t worry about tomorrow.”
told me that this case was a priority
because the safety of children are one
ARY LEES, AN OKANOMary Lees
of this office’s paramount concerns,”
gan County native and
said Stevens.
longtime legal secretary,
Mary said she watches a lot of sports home at the top of Kermel Grade.
Deputy Prosecutor Felecia Chancelebrates her 100th birthday today,
and news on TV and has an ongoing
Mary said she’s never felt the urge
dler assisted with trial preparation.
Dec. 9.
project to crochet decorative edges
to write her own memoirs, but Hinger
Stevens also acknowledged now-reBecause of COVID-19 restrictions, around washcloths, which she gives
insisted on writing the biography.
tired sheriff’s Det. Deborah Behymer
no party is planned.
as gifts.
In the fall of 1923, her father got a
and former deputy Matthew Stewart,
“We’ll celebrate later,” said Lees
She writes letters on her computer – job with Soren Petersen, who lived on
now of the Spokane Police Departin an interview. “It’ll be a different
“I use it as a typewriter, since you can’t the John Petersen Road near Bide-ament, for their investigation.
decade. Just take one day at a time.
buy ribbons for typewriters any more” wee Lake, and bought 10 acres with a
“These cases are tough on everyI don’t worry about yesterday and I
– and prints them out to mail to family. small, three-room home on it, said the
one, especially the mother and the
don’t worry about tomorrow.”
She said she’s has no need for Internet. biography. The house, at the corner of
child victim who testified,” said SteThe pandemic has put a cramp in
She still has a 1966 IBM typewriter
John Peterson and Bide-a-Wee Lake
vens. “And no matter how hard our
the centenarian’s social style, since
she received from her last boss, Okan- roads, was devoid of indoor plumbing.
office works or how many hours we
she loves going out to coffee and
ogan attorney Rhesa Mansfield, when
The family called it “the Pink
put into a case and given our lack of
playing cards with friends. She’s also she retired.
House.”
resources, ultimately it is the quality
an avid sports fan and a longtime fix- Born in a picker’s cabin
They raised chickens and had a Jerof the investigation that largely deterture at Okanogan athletic events.
sey cow, and sold cream to the Omak
739 But
Haussler
Rd.,
mines the outcome of a case.”
she’s working around
virus
Mary was born Dec. 9, 1920, to Gillie Meadowmoor Dairy, as did many folks
Because of the COVID-19 panrestrictions.
She and
Allen Jacobs and Etta Townsend Jacobs in that era. Besides Mary, her parents
Suite
B a couple of
demic, the trial was conducted in the
friends go for take-out coffee and
in a picker’s cabin owned by Antoine
had three other daughters, Hazel, DorOmak
Agriplex at the county fairgrounds.
sandwiches
just about every day.
Kermel, for whom her father worked,
othy and Betty, and a son, Gil.
“This has presented unique
And she’s got some advice for
according to a biography of Lees writMary didn’t start school until she
issues for my staff, law enforcement, 509.826.7452
younger people trying to cope in the
ten by Edna Mae Hinger, Malott. The
was almost 7, and from the beginCOVID world: “We make do, like with cabin in which Lees was born was
ning of school, “I was bored because
See
GUILTY
,
page
A2
the
Depression.
”
across
Black
Road
from
the
Kermel
I already knew more than any of the
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Body
found
near
Oroville

OROVILLE — The body of a man
reported missing Dec. 2 was found
two days later in a swampy area east
of town near the Okanogan River in
the Balmes Road area.
Reinaldo A. “Alex” Beltran, 28,
Tonasket, was reported missing at
12:47 p.m. last Wednesday, although
family said they had not heard from
him since Nov. 24.
Okanogan County Sheriff Tony
Hawley said Beltran was last seen at
a home in the Oroville area. Deputies
contacted people at the home, along
with several other locations the man
was known to frequent, but did not
locate him.
Deputies checked several areas in
the Tonasket and Oroville areas and
no one had reported seeing him, the
sheriff said.
About 1:53 p.m. Friday, deputies
responded to a report of a body
found in the swampy area. Hawley
said Beltran’s family apparently
found the body.
“It was in an area he was known to
frequent,” he said.
Law enforcement officers were
familiar with Beltran, but he was not
wanted or under investigation at the
time of is disappearance. An arrest
warrant was issued the day before
he was reported missing, but a week
after he was last seen, Hawley said.
Deputies and detectives worked
with the Okanogan County Coroner’s
Office to recover the body, which was
identified as that of Beltran.
The cause of death is under investigation, Hawley said. An autopsy is
planned today, Dec. 9, to determine
the manner of death.
Anyone with information about
Beltran’s disappearance is asked to
contact Okanogan County sheriff’s
detectives at 509-422-7232.

Mary Lees celebrates centennial birthday

M

270 9th St. NE,
Suite 100
East Wenatchee

509.886.0700

e
s? Are you caring for a relative or friend & need
elp them? Call us for free or low-cost services.

Do you or someone you know need help at home with:
• Chores • Personal Care and Other Tasks
Are you caring for a relative or friend and need
assistance to help them?
Call us for free or low-cost services.
• In-Home Care Options • Medical Equipment
• Family Caregiver Support • Home-delivered Meals

are Options • Medical Equipment

children in my class,” she recalled. The
teacher chose her to be a helper with
those who struggled, and because of
doing that she became more sure of
what she was capable of doing.
Her father worked from sunup until
dark on the Petersen orchard; during
the Depression he worked six days a
week for $5 a week. In 1935 the family lost the Pink House, which “held
many, many wonderful memories of
my growing to age 15,” said Lees in the
biography.
That same year, her father bought a
small lot on the west side of Elmway,
Okanogan, and built a small home
– one room for the couple and five
children.
Her father went to work at
Biles-Coleman Lumber Co., Omak,
and made more money than at the
orchard. But when workers went on
strike, her father would not cross
the picket line. He was never home
because he would go over to stand
in the scab line, so Mary’s mother
decided to divorce him.
See CENTENNIAL, page A3
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Hawkins’
listening tour
goes virtual
EAST WENATCHEE —
Sen. Brad Hawkins, R-East
Wenatchee, will host an online
listening tour Thursday, Dec. 10.
“It is very helpful for me to
hear directly from you, but
I know it can be difficult to
come to Olympia during the
legislative session,” he said.
“That is why I created an
annual 12th District ‘listening
tour’ after my election to the
Senate four years ago.
“Due to the ongoing challenges associated with the
COVID pandemic, I’ve decided
to make my fourth annual listening tour a virtual tour.”
Zoom meetings will be at
3 p.m. and 7 p.m. The phone
number for both is 253-2158782. The ID for the first is 992
9720 6374 with 377652 as the
passcode. The second meeting’s ID 981 2937 2642 with a
passcode of 033215.
Hawkins said he will provide
an overview of the upcoming
legislative session, discuss the
state’s budget challenges, and
answer questions submitted
by participants.
People also can schedule
group meetings by appointment at brad.hawkins@leg.
wa.gov or 360-688-8951.

Board turns down
proposed policy
OKANOGAN — The Okanogan School Board has turned
down a proposed policy for a
financial aid advising day.
The action came during the
board’s Nov. 24 Zoom meeting.
The board also had first
readings on policies limiting
immigration enforcement in
schools, prohibiting sexual
harassment of students, dealing with a school-based threat
assessment, dealing with opioid-related overdose reversal
and addressing associated
student bodies.
In other business, the board:
• Hired Cassandra Lange for
the food service department
and Jake Townsend as assistant
high school baseball coach.
• Approved policies and
procedures dealing with
Indian education.

Online forum
looks at climate
TWISP — An online community forum about the
climate action plan for the
Methow Watershed is set for
Dec. 10 by Resilient Methow.
The event runs from 5-7
p.m. on Zoom.
The plan includes recommendations on how the valley
community can reduce its carbon footprint, and strategies
that individuals, organizations
and governments can take to
prepare and adapt as the climate continues to change.
Speakers will include the
mayors of Pateros, Twisp and
Winthrop, representatives from
the Colville Confederated Tribes,
local non-profit and business
leaders, and youth who are concerned about the climate.
Registration is at www.resilientmethow.org.

Short tapped as
a GOP leader
OLYMPIA — Washington Senate Republicans elected 7th District Sen. Shelly Short, R-Addy,
to their leadership team for the
2021-22 legislative term.
She was re-elected as GOP floor
leader. Sen. John Braun, R-Centralia, is the new leader, Sen. Ann
Rivers, R-La Center, is new caucus
chairwoman, and Sen. Keith Wagoner, R-Sedro Woolley, is the new
Republican whip.
Short has served in the leadership role since 2018 and has represented the 7th District in the
Senate since 2017. She was initially appointed to succeed Brian
Dansel, and won a 2017 special
election to retain the seat.
“I am honored and privilege
to continue serving as floor
leader. As we face uncertainty
in the new year and session,
I will work tirelessly with my
colleagues to ensure legislative
transparency and accountability,” said Short.
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Mary babysat for the Bert
Pelle family between her freshman and sophomore years in
high school and was shocked
when her mother called on the
telephone to tell Mary she had
kicked her father out. He had
been taking food to the men
on the Biles-Coleman scab
line, which was taking food
off the table needed to feed
five children, so her mother
decided she couldn’t live with
that.
Mary started contributing
to supporting the family with
the $2 a week she was earning, along with her room and
board, the biography said. The
family got by with proceeds
from babysitting jobs of Mary
and her sister, Hazel.
Neither parent remarried,
and in the divorce decree
her father was to help with
support, but it was very, very
small help, Mary recalled. All
the children graduated from
high school.
Between Mary’s freshman and sophomore years,
she worked for Baines Title,
Okanogan, and also filled in
at Okanogan Title Co. after
graduating. She worked as
secretary for the Okanogan
High School superintendent
during her senior year after
school and she helped Mrs.
Farnsworth set up the budget
for the next year.
Working world
In 1939, after graduating,
she went to work from June
to November for Agnes Ward
Miller at the Credit Bureau,
which was located upstairs in
the Baines Building. It was the
first time gas credit cards were
issued for gas companies, and
Mary’s job was to ask people
if they were paying their bills
so they would be eligible for
the cards, according to the
biography.
Mary again worked at
Baines Title Co., then went
to work for attorney Joseph
Wicks, who trained her as a
legal secretary and advised
Mary she was better to stay
working for him, as he would
teach her more than she
would learn at Kinman Business School, where she was
planning to go.
He also told her that having
a good memory was the best
thing to serve a person in life.
To this day, she still has a great
memory.
“She was right out of high
school in 1939 when Al Ridpath, her neighbor, talked
her into working in attorney
Wicks’ office,” according to a
Chronicle business column
in 1991. “She was there to
type letters for the Republican
Party. There’d be no legal work
involved, she was promised.
“The letters weren’t too
difficult, even on the state-ofthe-art Underwood manual
typewriter. But within a couple
of days, a woman came in
needing a divorce. Wicks convinced Mary to help – ‘and he
knew he had me.’”
She also filled in a few times
to assist Judge William C.
Brown. In 1946, she worked at
the courthouse one year when

A3

station in Omak and one in
Okanogan. He worked at the
Okanogan location until he
started his excavating business,
Ivan C. Lees Excavating.
Manual to electric

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Mary Lees (center) is flanked by grandchildren Sheri Helmold (left) and Mike Duke.
Wicks was appointed Superior Court judge, according to
Hinger’s biography.
“He talked slowly” when he
dictated, she said in the interview. “Every time he talked, I
was supposed to type it up.”
He was nice, “but he was all
business,” she recalled.
Brown had been in partnership with Rhesa (Reese)
Mansfield, and when Mary left
Brown’s employ, she went back
to work for Mansfield.
She was acquainted with
Virginia Grainger, a legal client
who was a pioneer educator in
Okanogan County. Okanogan’s
elementary school is named
for her.
Mary served as Mansfield’s
secretary for 48 years, from 1947
to 1995, when they both retired.
The Chronicle business column, written when Mary “officially” retired in 1991, noted
that her retirement date was
July 19, but on July 22 she was
back at her desk, handling some
leftover things.
“It’s no surprise that Mary was
back at work on her first day of
retirement,” said the column,
written by Mary Koch. “Her
boss, attorney R.E. Mansfield of
Okanogan, has become a legend
in his own time for celebrating
his retirement – and heading
right back to the office again.”
The bus driver
Ivan Lees drove the school
bus during her junior year, but
Mary thought of him only as
the “bus driver” and had no
interest in him, until one day as
she was about to get off the bus
he asked her if she would like
to ride to the end of the Salmon
Creek bus route with him.
Even though she was a
junior in high school, she let
him know she had to ask her
mother, which she did.
She did want to go with him
as she knew he would bring her
home in his Whippet. Two days
later he asked her if she would
like to go to a rodeo, which she
didn’t care about doing, but her
sister, Hazel, said she’d like to
go so Hazel and Ivan dated a
few times.
One day Hazel asked Mary to
go with them to the movie and
from then on Ivan and Mary
were a couple.

Ivan was born Aug. 1, 1917, to
Charles and Etta Lees. During
his birth an instrument slipped
and left a terribly damaged right
arm; he also had a deformed
back. The doctor threw him on
the bed because he was sure
Ivan wasn’t going to make it but
said he was going to save Ivan’s
mother.
Mrs. Barry was assisting in
the birth and set about saving
Ivan’s life. His parents took Ivan
to the Orthopedic Hospital in
Seattle when he was 3 or 4 years
old and he spent several years
there, but it didn’t seem to
improve his problems.
Because of the years spent
in the hospital, Ivan started to
school at the age of 7 and graduated from high school in 1937
at age 20. He was always a very
determined person and accomplished what he wanted.
He worked on the family
orchard besides going to school.
He started driving school bus
for Sam Key when he was a
senior in high school.
School buses were privately
owned then, and the three
school buses were driven by
Sam Key, Mrs. Key and Ivan.
He had driven awhile; he got a
special driving permit at age 15
so he could haul apples for his
mother. The permit was good
only when hauling apples.
Ivan and Mary were married
in 1940 and lived in the 14- by
20-foot picker’s cabin Ivan had
been living in, with no running
water or bathroom. Ivan’s father
had planted the acreage to
orchard before he died, but his
stepfather didn’t take care of it
so it died and had to be pulled
out.
Mary and Ivan later planted
seven acres back into orchard.

While living in Kent, their
lives were changed with the
birth of their daughter, Barbara Jeanne, on Oct. 5, 1942,
in Renton. She was the light of
their lives from then on.
When Barb was 8 months
old the family came home for a
weekend because Mary’s sister,
Dorothy, was graduating. After
spending a couple days home,
Mary told Ivan she didn’t want
to go back to Kent.
He readily agreed that he
couldn’t stand the traffic over
there so the decision was made
to come home and Ivan gave
his boss at Boeing notice he was
quitting. His boss told him if he
quit, he was turning him in to
the draft board so they would
take him into the service, but
because of Ivan’s physical disabilities he was rated 4-F.
JoAnn Thomas, daughter
of Joseph Wicks, said she will
always remember when her dad
answered the phone and was so
excited that Mary was coming
back from Kent because she
would be coming back to work.
Several years after Ivan and
Mary moved back to Okanogan,
they were going to build their
new home, and when they went
to apply for a loan they realized
his stepfather hadn’t paid the
taxes or any of the bills on the
property he and Ivan co-owned.
The property was going up for
the tax sale so they drove to
Idaho and found him in a very
smoky bar and had him sign a
quit claim deed for $1 to give all
interest to Ivan and Mary.
They bought the property back
from the county at the tax sale.
Ivan worked at a service

Mary recalls having a hard
time making the change from
the manual typewriter to
electric.
“It was terrible, it was terrible,” she said, recalling that she
fought making the change as
long as she could.
She eventually came to love it.
The computer was another
matter. But she said when she
couldn’t get ribbons for her
typewriter anymore she finally
had to learn to use a computer but just for writing letters to keep
in touch with friends and family.
Barb married Stan Duke in
1962 and they moved to Pasco,
where their daughter, Sheri, was
born. In 1965, Ivan and Mary
went to visit, and Stan inquired
about working for Ivan. Eventually he became a partner and
the business became Lees and
Duke Excavating.
The Dukes’ son, Mike, now
operates the business.
Ivan and Mary were both
very active in the community,
always going to sports events
and remembering seniors with a
card and gift at graduation time.
She’s also been supportive of
her grandchildren, great-grandchildren and great-grandson.
For years Mary worked at the
Okanogan County Historical
Museum.
Ivan and Mary loved to bowl
and spent five nights a week
there – supporting each other
and also bowling together. They
competed in tournaments all
over the state.
They enjoyed vacationing
during the winter, visiting her
sisters, and went to every state
except Kentucky.
They also enjoyed playing
pinochle at friends’ homes. Mary
still plays with her family and,
when it can be open for indoor
customers, at the Stockyard Cafe,
which she calls the “Cow Palace.”
Ivan died July 18, 1999. Mary
stayed at their home on the flat,
and remains active in the community. She enjoys her coffee
breaks around town with her
many friends.
Barb died in 2014 from cancer.
Granddaughter Sheri and her husband, John Helmold, live in Bonney Lake, and grandson, Mike, and
his and wife, Julie, live on the original homestead and close to Mary.
She has four great-grandchildren
and one great-great-grandchild.
Cards may be sent to Mary at
P.O. Box 1095, Okanogan, WA
98840.

To Kent and back
In 1941 they moved to Kent
and he worked nights for The
Boeing Co., Seattle, as a riveter.
There was a movie theater
across the street, so Mary saw
a movie every night while Ivan
was working.
Mary bought a small, used,
tabletop washing machine at
Goodwill. It would hold one
bed sheet. She let folks in the
apartment use the machine for
$2 per load and made $200 or
$300 for her $5 investment.
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