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The mother-daughter duo of Abby Haug and Shawna Huston remodel homes and properties in Clark and Cowlitz counties.

Flipping it around

CAMERON KAST
cameron@thereflector.com 

At 16 years old, Shawna Hus-
ton found herself homeless after 
her mother died in a car accident. 
At 21, she remodeled and fixed 
up a rental she was occupying in 
exchange for lower rent. Three 
decades later, Huston would 

continue to “spruce up” and up-
date living spaces and homes all 
around the county, finding her 
home in many. 

“There is something that 
my friends call a quintessential 
‘Shawna House,”’ Huston said 

about homes she chooses to re-
model. “Generally, the home will 
have a big, beautiful front porch, 
be a beautiful farmhouse style 
with a lot of character. Those are 
signs of what people would call a 
“Shawna House.”

Huston got her start in remod-
eling homes not long after she 
fixed up her rental, and her inspi-
ration to work in real estate goes 
back even further. When she was 
a child, she would ride in the back 
of her parents car as they looked 
at real estate. While she might 
not have understood everything 
her parents were talking about 
she knew one thing: real estate 
was exciting and there were op-
portunities everywhere. Follow-
ing her rental fixup at 21, Huston 

bought a 10-acre parcel of land in 
La Center and divided the proper-
ty into two separate 5-acre plots. 
She sold one of the 5-acre plots 
and used the funds to put in a 
well, septic system and build her 
first “spec-house,” a house you 
build for profit. Once she was fin-
ished, a career was born, and for 
the next 30 years, Huston would 
see, do and participate in every 
part of the remodeling process. 

“Buying, selling, designing, 
flipping. After 30 years, there 
isn’t much I haven’t seen or done,” 
she said, mentioning that she has 
worked on everything from tiny 
houses to homes with more than 
five bedrooms. 

Local spends time 
flipping houses all 
over the county
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Shawna Huston holds her son, 
Sean Haug, on the porch in front 
of one of her favorite projects 
that she dubs the “Battle Ground 
Parkway House” in 1999.
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The home Shawna Huston is currently living in was built around 
the time of the Great Depression and housed people building the 
railroad. Huston said the home was in “terrible condition” when she 
bought it and is hopeful for its future.

While there are a few as-
pects that make up a typical 
“Shawna House,” Huston said 
she has done everything from 
a small remodel that required 
just a new paint job, to com-
pletely renovating a house from 
the ground up. 

When looking at homes to fix 
up, Huston uses a two-step pro-
cess. First, she decides whether 
or not the project will “pencil 
out,” a phrase she uses to de-
scribe whether or not the proj-
ect will work out financially. To 
decide whether or not it’s worth 
it, Huston takes into account fi-
nances and how much work she 
is going to need to put into the 
house. Because Huston does 
nearly every part of the remodel 
on her own accord without con-
tractors, some homes can take 
years to complete. Secondly, 
Huston takes into account what 
the house needs and where she 
is at personally. 

“I ask myself, ‘do I want to 
bust my butt right now or just 
make this a quick flip?’’ she 
said. 

Instead of living in a per-
manent residence and flipping 
homes on the side, Huston 
moves into the house she is 
working on so she is “always 
there.” The home she’s current-
ly residing in was built around 
the time of the Great Depression 
and is a “four-square with a big 
solid porch” and has six bed-
rooms. According to Huston, 
the Woodland home was built to 
house workers building the rail-
way that runs through the town 
in the early 1900s. Huston said 
it was in “terrible condition” 
when she bought it a year ago as 
the home lacked heating as well 
as having both porches caved it 
when she bought it. She finally 
moved into the home in July. 

“It’s starting to get very cozy 
now,” she said, mentioning that 
while she’s doing the remodel-
ing work, she does everything 
she can to “not get emotionally 
attached to the home.” 

Another “Shawna Special” is 
the presence of a real wood fire-
place or wood stove. Many plac-
es Huston chooses to remodel 
have them already installed, but 
if they don’t, Huston makes sure 
they do. As to why she does it, 
Huston said she grew up with 
wood-fired heating in her home 
and went to bed with a potato at 
her feet to keep the bed warm. 
She wanted those memories in 

every house. 
“I just love a home that ooz-

es comfort and joy,” she said. “I 
want everyone to feel welcome.” 

Huston does nearly every 
single part of the remodeling 
project on her own. If a house 
needs tile, she’s there to in-
stall it. Fresh coats of paint 
and primer are applied by her 
as well. Everything down to the 
foundation is touched by Hus-
ton to ensure the final product 
is perfect. 

“I’ve knocked down so many 
walls you wouldn’t believe,” 
she said. 

Even though she does most 
of the heavy lifting, Huston said 
her favorite part of working on 
homes is the design process. 
She said houses and real estate 
are her art form and compared 
a piece of real estate to a blank 
canvas. She said many people 
will look at a house and think 
“what a piece of crap,” but 
Huston said she can see the end 
product in her mind, no matter 
the current situation. 

“People will come back a 
year later and see the work I’ve 
done and just be blown away,” 
she explained. “In my mind, all 
I ever see is the end product.” 

After completing 24 homes 
in the Clark and Cowlitz coun-
ty areas, Huston said she isn’t 
done fixing up houses yet, but 
does hope to eventually retire 
to a piece of land with proper-
ty. For now, she is the self-de-
scribed “queen of the five-year 
plan” and said she always plans 

out five years in the future. The 
five-year plan “keeps her on her 
toes” and holds her accountable 
for her projects. Some of her 
favorite projects of years past 
were an older farmhouse in the 
Hockinson Area she dubbed 
“the Original Hockinson Farm-
house” and a project where she 
worked on a cottage near Lake 
Merwin with her daughter. 

As Huston looks at prospects 
of retiring from the business, she 
continues to make a mark in her 
family. Her daughter, currently 
abroad in the United Kingdom, 
seems to have found the same 
love of real estate as her mother. 
Huston said her daughter’s love 
of house flipping was inspired 
by growing up in it. Because the 
family never had a permanent 
residence, her kids were used to 
moving into a house and seeing 
every aspect of the remodel pro-
cess. 

“They see value in some-
thing that no one else wants,” 
Huston said of her children. 

As far as permanently set-
tling down in the future, Huston 
said her dream is to own a large 
plot of land to stay on with a 
beautiful house and landscap-
ing. Because she gardens in her 
free time, she wants her perma-
nent residence to have a place 
for garden and landscaping 
work. Most of all, she wants a 
place where she can enjoy life 
and create a place where a fam-
ily can thrive. 

“Coming where I came from 
at 16 and not having those 
things, it’s extremely important 
to me,” she said. “I’m looking 
for a place where I can enjoy 
my grandkids and a life well 
lived.” 
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HOME LENDING

 “Always do the right thing for the client.”

Give me a call or stop by to say hello - I’m here to help.

1406 SE 164th Ave, Ste 100, Vancouver, WA  98683
360-606-6744

DanHuegel@umpquabank.com

MEMBER
FDIC

DAN HUEGEL
HOME LOAN OFFICER

PURCHASE • REFINANCE • NEW CONSTRUCTION
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Big Box Pricing. 
             Local Quality & Service.
Big Box Pricing. 

             Local Quality & Service.

47 Years of Ex cellenc e
360.887.3581

660 Mitchell Ave., Woodland, WA
www.hayescabinetsinc.com

Visit our Showroom
8-5 Monday-Friday
or By Appointment
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AffordAble  retirement  living

515 Washington street 
VancouVer, WA 98660

Smith tower

www.SmithtowerAptS.com

• studio and one-Bedroom
 apartments

• Federal rent suBsidies
 aVailaBle

• no Buy-in or application
Fees

• aFFordaBle rent includes
 all utilities except phone 

& caBle

• ideal urBan location
 near shopping, Bus lines, 
 restaurants, esther short 
 park & much more!

360-695-3474

 CALL TODAY

Whether 
you need
a new 
furnace
or a tune 
up, we
can help!
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