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Helen Cresap is celebrating her 100th birthday later this month. She 
was born on Aug. 28, 1920.

PHOTO COURTESY THE CRESAP FAMILY

Helen and Joe Cresap on their wedding day in 1938.
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Battle Ground resident  
marks 100th birthday

CAMERON KAST
cameron@thereflector.com

One of the Seattle Mariners’ big-
gest fans is 52 years older than the 
team itself. Helen Cresap (Wedin), 
a Battle Ground local and avid fan, 
is turning 100 years old next Friday, 
Aug. 28. Born on Aug. 28, 1920, 
Cresap is only 17 years older than 
the World Series itself. 

“Yeah, I love the Mariners,” Hel-
en said about the team, mentioning 
that she doesn’t have a favorite play-
er but that there are so many new 
people this year that she will have to 
take some time to remember them 
all. 

Helen was born in a small, 2 
bedroom house in the Yacolt area 
when Battle Ground had a popula-
tion of 400. Now with a population 
of more than 22,000, Battle Ground 
has changed considerably in her 
lifetime.

 “I think the town has grown up 
gracefully,” she said about the popu-
lation changes. 

Helen was one of seven children 
and had two sisters and four broth-
ers while growing up. Turning 10 as 
the 1930s and the Great Depression 
loomed over Americans, Helen said 
she remembers at time when her 
four brothers made their own board 
game out of food cans and rubber 
bands. Helen’s daughter, Gloria 
Walck said the group of kids “really 
had to make do with what they had” 
during the Depression. 

At the age of 18, Helen married 
Joe Cresap, who grew up at the 
base of Bells Mountain near Bat-
tle Ground lake. The duo met at a 
dance at Battle Ground Lake in the 
late 1930s. Because the Cresaps’ 
came from a Swedish family, danc-
ing would become one the fami-
ly’s most common pastimes. They 
would dance at home as well as at 

the grange and during the Swedish 
Smorgasbords. 

“We danced, danced and danced 
again,” Helen said when asked about 
some of her favorite memories. 

The Cresap family made impres-
sions on the Battle Ground commu-
nity early with some of the first Cre-
saps moving into the area as early as 
1866. As some of the early found-
ers of the area, the family helped 
build a wagon trail along Woodin 
Creek from Brush Prairie to Battle 
Ground. Later on, the trail was used 
to deliver mail to citizens in the area. 
The Cresap family owned a ferry, 
which provided settlers the ability 
to cross the North Fork Lewis River 

safely. In the early 1920s, when Hel-
en was about 2 years old, the family 
helped pave Heisson Road, which 
became a main route to North Clark 
County. 

Helen and Joe worked in the 
Battle Ground community for long 
portions of their life. Helen, a home-
maker by day, spent some time serv-
ing on the Heisson Election Board 
in the 1940s. She also became a 
member of the Pankoski American 
Legion and the Rebekah Interna-
tional Order of Oddfellows. Accord-
ing to the International Association 
of Rebekah Assemblies, the mission 
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FREE Consultation

Battle Ground
((( Hearing

Comprehensive Hearing Services
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Securities sold, advisory services offered through CUNA Brokerage Services, Inc. (CBSI), 
member FINRA SIPC, a registered broker/dealer and investment advisor. CBSI is under 
contract with the financial institution to make securities available to members. Not 
NCUA/NCUSIF/FDIC insured, May Lose Value, No Financial Institution Guaran-
tee. Not a deposit of any financial institution. FR-2482852.1-0319-0421

Get Reliable 
Financial Advice

Breta Grumbois and Tracy Aalvik are Financial 
Advisors with Fibre Financial Group, located 

at Fibre Federal Credit Union. They’re 
available to consult with you at no cost!

360.414.4223
Longview • Kelso • Rainier • Castle Rock • Kalama •  Woodland
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The house Helen was born in and grew up in is still standing in the Yacolt area. The two bedroom home 
was built in 1914.
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Helen (right) sits with her two daughters Gloria (left) and Ruthie during 
a photo taken around 1945 to 1946.
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Helen (front right) sits with her 
two sisters, four brothers and 
parents for a photo taken some 
time during the middle of the 
1930s.
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and purpose of the organization 
is 

“To live peaceably, do good unto 
all, as we have opportunity and es-
pecially to obey the Golden Rule, 
Whatsoever ye would that others 
should do unto you, do ye even so 
unto them.” 

Helen still lives by this motto to-
day. Her 100th birthday wish is for 
the people of the world to be happy 
and healthy. 

Along with serving on the elec-
tion board and joining local organi-
zations, Helen and Joe took part in 
community events like the burial of 
the local time capsule. 

“Mom was there when the bur-
ied the original time capsule at the 
old city hall and she was there when 
they buried the most recent one at 
the new city hall,” Gloria explained. 

Being around for the growth of 
Battle Ground wasn’t the only thing 
the duo did in their lifetime. In the 
1960s, they went to Alaska to watch 
the filming of the National Geo-
graphic Documentary “Rafting the 
Yukon.” During this time, her and 
Joe would travel around and explore 
the country in their RV, visiting 

whatever they found interesting. As 
for Helen’s favorite place on Earth, 
she said Kah-Nee-Tah Hot Springs 
in Central Oregon. 

For Gloria, a few distinct memo-
ries stick out to her about the kind of 
person her mom is. 

“She really taught me and my 
sister responsibility, the meaning of 
the dollar and how to pay the bills,” 
Gloria said, mentioning that one 
fun memory sticks out in particular. 
“There was this one time where we 
had a dime and we asked mom to 
turn it into two nickels. To this day, 
I still don’t know how she managed 
to pull two nickels out of her hand 
when she pretended to bend the 
dime, but she did.” 

According to Gloria, along with 
teaching her and her sister the value 
of money and hard work, she also 

taught the kids how to be family ori-
ented and kind to one another.

 “She is very family oriented and 
the best gift she could ever get was 
a happy and healthy family,” Gloria 
explained. 

Helen has three grandchildren 
and seven great grandchildren and 
every single member of the family 
grew up in Battle Ground and went 
to Battle Ground schools. Most of 
the family still lives in the area, with 
a couple living nearby. In 2004, the 
City of Battle Ground dedicated 
Cresap Park near Eaton Boulevard 
in honor of the family. 

As for birthday celebrations, 
much of the family is keeping that 
secret until the big day. But one 
thing is for sure, the party is bound 
to have some of Helen’s favorite 
food, Drumstick Ice Cream Cones. 
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Bathing assistance 
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Joyful companionship 
Meal preparation 
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Light housekeeping 
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Davies CREMATION & 
BURIAL SERVICES

360-693-1036 • daviescremationburial.com
301 E. McLoughlin Blvd. Ste E • Vancouver, WA 98663

* Not included - death certificate, 
urn and cemetery fees

• Pre-arrangement available
• Professional and caring staff available 24/7

DIRECT 
CREMATION 

$795*

Serving families of Clark County since 1993

Serving SW Washington  
and the Portland Metropolitan AreasC
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Fran Gillette, RN
(360) 686-3420
Cell - 921-6562

Lori Homola 
(360) 247-5239
Cell - 921-6102

Helping Seniors with Living Options

Let us help!
Don’t struggle alone with this decision. 

There is no charge to client/family for referral service.

We contract with Independent, Assisted, AFH, and 
Alzheimer’s facilities. Respite and Hospice Care available.
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 AffordAble  retirement  living

515 Washington street 
VancouVer, WA 98660

Smith tower

www.SmithtowerAptS.com

• studio and one-Bedroom   
 apartments

• Federal rent suBsidies   
 aVailaBle

• no Buy-in or application   
 Fees

• aFFordaBle rent includes  
 all utilities except phone  
 & caBle

• ideal urBan location 
 near shopping, Bus lines,  
 restaurants, esther short  
 park & much more!

360-695-3474

FUNERAL HOME AND CHAPEL

Dignified service in the 
community since 1959.

• Provision for services to all cemeteries
• Pre-planning and funding options for funeral services

• Cremations available

We may have to charge for the services we 
provide because of our obligations; however, 

the compassion we have for you is freely given.

Denton F. & Barbara J. Harlan
owners/operators

360-687-3143
Mailing Address: P.O Box 7
Battle Ground, WA 98604

16 N.E. Clark Ave. • Battle Ground, WA
www.laynesfuneralhome.com
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