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Prepare for the primary 
election Aug. 4 with 
information on page B1 
and at goanacortes.com

Comet C/2020 F3 
N E OW I S E , a l s o 
called Comet NEO-
WISE, was discov-
ered in March by 
NASA’s Near-Earth 
Object Wide-field 
I n f r a r e d  S u r v e y 
Explorer mission. 
Since July 11, it has 
been visible from 
Earth from about 64 
million miles away. 
Photographers from 
Anacortes shared 
photos they took  
of the comet, which 
according to NASA 
wil l  not be seen 
again for 6,800 years. 
The comet should 
remain visible from 
Earth until Thursday. 
NASA recommends 
using binoculars or a 
telescope, setting up 
away from city lights 
and looking just 
after sunset below 
the Big Dipper.

Guemes Island 
appoints its first 
woman fire chief
By RichaRd WalkeR
rwalker@goanacortes.com

Olivia Snell was never 
one to doubt her ability 
to accomplish her goals.

Her brothers coached 
her when she was learn-
ing to race motorcycles 
while growing up in Lan-
caster, California.

“There was no cry-
ing. If I crashed, I had to 
get back up. If I couldn’t 
make it up the hill, they 
said I had to keep trying,” 
she said.

After high school, she 
worked as a deckhand 
in the Bering Sea; few 
environments could be 
as opposite the western 
Mojave Desert commu-
nity where she grew up. 
She later joined the Coast 
Guard and was stationed 
at Coast Guard Station 
Yaquina Bay, which con-
ducts about 590 search 
and rescue operations a 
year.

By the time her enlist-
ment ended, she was a 
boatswain’s mate third 
class — and a merchant 
marine officer (master, 
100-ton).

She later operated 
a  whale-watch boat , 
became a firefighter/
EMT and served as assis-
tant chief of the Guemes 
Island Fire Department 
for about eight years. She 
also works as a medical 
assistant at Dakota Creek 

Industries’ medical clinic 
and is the mother of two.

Snell is now Guemes 
Island’s fire chief — the 
first female chief in the 
department’s history. 
The fire district’s Board 
of Commissioners voted 
3-0 July 13 to hire Snell 
to succeed Gerry Francis, 

who retired. She was one 
of two candidates for the 
job; the other was Rick 
Norrie, a former Coupe-
ville town marshal.

“It was a tough deci-
sion, but all the mentor-
ing she did with the out-

Contributed

olivia Snell is the new chief of the Guemes island 
Fire department.

By Monique MeRRill
mmerrill@skagitpublishing.com

The question about the viability of a 
combined community center and pool 
facility shared between the city and the 
Fidalgo Pool and Fitness Center still 
loomed large over the pool’s board of 
commissioners at their virtual meeting 
Thursday.

Commissioner Jeremy McNett 
updated the other commissioners on the 
latest private meeting held between him, 
Everton, Mayor Laurie Gere and Marc 
Estvold about the viability of a shared 
aquatic and community center. Com-
munity member Estvold is the facilitator 
of the steering committee between the 
two governing bodies, which has not for-
mally met since early March. However, 
conversations between certain members 
from both bodies have continued.

The pool district commissioners 
have long been searching for a way to 
replace the current pool facility and had 
obtained architect renderings and then 

launched a capital campaign in 2018. 
Those plans were to raise $14 million 
in private donations, half the estimated 
cost of the proposed facility, and to ask 
voters to approve a bond for the rest. 
The fundraising campaign raised only 
about $2 million in private funding, and 
commissioners put their campaign on 
pause and started talking with the city 
about joining efforts.

Plans for the combined facility have 
expanded considerably from the pool’s 
original idea, both in size and price. 
Initial renderings for a combined facil-
ity come to about 90,000 square feet 
with space for a dance school, gymna-
sium, pool facility, Parks and Recreation 
offices and space for the Boys and Girls 
Club. Cost estimates come to around 
$63 million.

“At some point we need to have a 
conversation about, you know: Does this 
seem realistic? Do we need to go back 
to our original plan? Does our original 

By Monique MeRRill
mmerrill@skagitpublishing.com

The Port of Anacortes is moving 
ahead on its A-Dock renovation proj-
ect, considering its finances, discussing 
moorage rates and making tough deci-
sions on summer events.

Plans to replace and renovate 
A-Dock have been in the works since 
2013. Concept plans were developed 
in 2014, revised in 2017 and permitting 
spanned between 2017 to 2019.

“This is another really exciting 
moment for the planning, property and 
environmental department,” said Bren-
da Treadwell, director of planning, prop-

erties and environmental.
The dock was built in the 1960s as a 

side-tie rafting dock and underwent ret-
rofitting with finger floats in the 1990s.

“It’s really outlived its usefulness,” 
she said.

The commiss ioners  approved 
$5,649,210 in funding for the project. 
The timeline moving forward expects 
materials fabrication from August to 
December, tenant relocation in Novem-
ber, demolition in December and site 
construction from December to April 
of 2021.

The site plan features angled slips, 

By BRiana alzola
balzola@goanacortes.com

Kecia Fox is the new 
interim Anacortes High 
School principal.

Fox, who currently serves 
as the high school’s assis-
tant principal and the prin-
cipal of Cap Sante High 
School, is moving into the 
AHS leadership role for this 
school year. A search for a 
permanent replacement will 

happen in the spring, with 
opportunities for community 
member and student feed-
back, according to the dis-
trict.

The principal position 
was previously held by Jon 
Ronngren, who left the dis-
trict in June for a job at the 
Mount Vernon School Dis-
trict.

Fox has served as the 
AHS assistant principal for 
six years and as an adminis-

trator at Cap Sante for four 
years.

“I believe that Kecia fits 
the vision of how the staff 
would like the school to grow 
and shift, especially as we 
tackle new challenges relat-
ed to the coronavirus pan-
demic, promoting a vision of 
racial and socio-economic 
equity, and ongoing budget 
constraints,” Superinten-
dent Justin Irish said in a 
release from the district. “I 

appreciate the collaborative 
approach she brings to her 
leadership style.”

The district originally 
opened the position to appli-
cants, but didn’t receive a 

Fox named AHS interim principal for school year

Questions remain for 
joint pool/city project  

A-Dock renovation 
plans move forward

Contributed / AnACorteS SChool diStriCt

Kecia Fox, who has served as the AhS 
assistant principal for six years, will 
step into the top leadership role for the 
2020-21 school year.

Contributed / dAniel MinArd

Contributed / deniS lAw

See Chief, page A3

See Pool, page A6 See Port, page A5

See AHS, page A5
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-tDoes not include cost of material. Expires 7/31/20. **All participants who attend an estimated 60-90 minute in-home product consultation will receive a
$25 gift card. Retail value is $25. Offer sponsored by LeafGuard Holdings Inc. Limit one per household. Company procures, sells, and installs seamless gutter
protection. This offer is valid for homeowners over 18 years of age. If married or involved with a life partner, both cohabitating persons must attend and
complete presentation together. Participants must have a photo ID, be able to understand English, and be legally able to enter into a contract. The following
persons are not eligible for this offer: employees of Company or affiliated companies or entities, their immediate family members, previous participants in a
Company in-home consultation within the past 12 months and all current and former Company customers. Gift may not be extended, transferred, or substituted
except that Company may substitute a gift of equal or greater value if tt deems it necessary. Gift card will be mailed to the participant via first class United States
Mail or e-mailed within 21 days of receipt of the promotion form. Not valid in conjunction with any other promotion or discount of any kind. Offer not sponsored
or promoted by Darden and is subject to change without notice prior to reservation. Expires 7/31/20. LeafGuard operates as LeafGuard of Seattle in Washington
under license number LEAFGHI821RC.
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*Min. purchase is required, offer expires 7/31/20, call for more
details. Offer applies to Gutter Helmet or NXTGen Gutters, must be
presented at time of estimate, cannot be combined with any other
offers and subject to change without notice. Void where prohibited
by law. †Subject to credit approval. Interest does accrue during
promotional period but all interest is waived if paid in full within 12
months. Lednor is neither a broker nor a lender. Financing is provided
by 3rd party lenders, under terms & conditions arranged directly
between the customer and such lenders, satisfactory completion
of finance documents is required. Any finance terms advertised are
estimates only. WA #GUTTEHS872LM © 2020 Lednor Corporation.SINCE 1981

Protect
your home
Apermanent solution for

clogged gutters

9

For safety, FREE gutter
evaluations and estimates
outside your home, no
physical contact necessary.

We’re All In This Together, We Continue To Serve Customers
with Health & Safety Being Our #1 Objective

Exclusive
Designer Gutters!

NXTGen
DesignerSeriesGutters

Anniversary Sale!
NOMoney Down

NOPayments

NO Interest †

EXPIRES 7/31/2020

20% OFF*

Extra 5%
For Veterans & Seniors
+

910A 25th St. • In-Shop or Mobile • 360-293-8647

CALL US FIRST
We work with ALL insurance companies

CALL US FIRST
We work with ALL insurance companies
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Fiber department continues installations, plans ahead

Grant awarded to 
Housing Authority 

The Anacortes Hous-
ing Authority is one of 
10 local organizations 
to receive grant fund-
ing from Puget Sound 
Energy to invest in solar 
installations.

By using green power, 
the organization will be 
able to lower operating 
costs and reduce its use 
of fossil fuels for energy.

“If we can help these 
agencies add solar ener-

gy to their facilities, we 
can support their core 
mission by helping to 
reduce their costs and 
provide those savings to 
the families they serve 
with renewable energy,” 
said PSE Director of New 
Product Development 
Will Einstein.

Applications for the 
next round of funding are 
open until Sept. 4 at pse.
com/greenpowergrant.

By Monique Merrill
mmerrill@skagitpublishing.
com

Over 30 new custom-
ers have had the city’s 
f iber  opt i c  in ternet 
installed and are in ser-
vice this month, reported 
Administrative Services 
Director Emily Schuh at 
Monday’s virtual Ana-
cortes City Council meet-
ing.

The new customers 
brings the total to 246 
with a month revenue of 
$16,074 including the 15 
static IP customers.

“We’re getting so close 
in the central business 
district and Old Town of 

meeting our take rate of 
35%,” Schuh said. Both 
areas hover just above 
34% for the take rate, 
which reflects the num-
ber of customers signed 
up for service out of the 
total number possible in 
an area.

Designs are complete 
for the expansion areas 
to continue to bring 
customers into service. 
Those areas will connect 
aerial lines to the areas 
abutting the three pilot 
areas (Old Town, M Ave-
nue and the central busi-
ness district). Robinson 
Brothers Construction is 
contracted to begin work 
in late July.

The expanded areas 
will include about 1,300 
potential customers, and 
the fiber department 
hopes to sign 450 cus-
tomers up in service to 
meet the 35% take rate. 
As of now, 160 orders for 
those areas have been 
received.

The department is 
working with the Samish 
Indian Nation to bring 
four sites onto the GPON 
network and preparing a 
contract with Island Hos-
pital to lease dark fiber 
lines for a 31-month term.

Thinking ahead to the 
2021 budget year has had 
the department forecast-
ing revenue and consider-

ing different options for 
debt financing amid net-
work expansion.

“We’re looking at 
grants. We have a meet-
ing this week to look at 
a section 108 loan and 
looking at different ideas 
for funding, perhaps a 
line of credit,” Schuh said. 
Staff also are checking 
into different construc-
tion methods for expan-
sion areas as it transitions 
to primarily underground 
installations, she said. 
Soil surveys indicate that 
most of this underground 
work will not have to go 
through bedrock.

“We understand that 
we need to find ways to 

increase the rate of instal-
lations; it’s directly driven 
by the number of install-
ers we have available,” 
Schuh said, adding that 
additional staff might be 
needed to speed up that 
process.

City sanitation vehi-
cles have started to pro-
mote the service with 
large signs attached to 
the trucks.

No-contact installa-
tions have continued to 
be offered for new cus-
tomers, and installation 
crews follow state guide-
lines when doing in-
house installations, Schuh 
said.

Council member Ryan 

Walters asked about the 
revenue and expressed a 
desire to speed up instal-
lations in order to speed 
up the increase in reve-
nue to begin to pay for 
itself and pay back the 
“quasi-loan” taken out 
from the city.

“If we install sooner, 
we get revenue sooner, so 
if you’re gonna spend the 
money later it’s cheaper 
to spend the money now,” 
Walters said, and sug-
gested the department 
bring new limited-term 
employees on board.

“While a 35% take 
rate is our model, it’s cer-
tainly not the ceiling,” he 
said.

going fire chief really paid off for 
her,” Fire District Commissioner 
Franklin Crawford said July 14. 
“She’s so positive and upbeat; she’s 
a real top-shelf individual.”

Snell said she hopes her appoint-
ment shows young women and girls 
that doors are open to them in the 
fire service.

“If they have a vision, even if it’s 
to obtain a job that has tradition-
ally been held by men, they should 
go for it,” she said. “They shouldn’t 
think they can’t do it.”

Snell credits her success to her 
mentors, among them her Coast 
Guard commanding officer, her fel-
low sailors and her fellow firefight-
ers.

“My C.O. was amazing,” she 
said. “He never gave up on me. He 
believed in me when nobody else 
did. I would take on a position of 
responsibility and realize, ‘I can do 
this, I can do this.’ And I kept doing 
more and more and more … It just 
takes one person to believe in you 
and you can go so far.”

Snell has similar faith in her fire 
department. As full-time salaried 
chief, she leads a team of about 18 
volunteer firefighters and EMTs. 
She wants to add two more to the 

ranks, but that’s a challenge.
“I really want to keep the 

momentum going in the depart-
ment,” she said. “It’s extremely hard 
to keep volunteers — there are so 
many qualifications and require-
ments to keep up on and as a vol-
unteer department, our station in 
unmanned and most (firefighters 
and EMTs) have jobs. There’s not a 
lot money involved (in serving), but 
we don’t do it for the money.”

The Guemes Island Fire Hall 
is located at 6310 Guemes Island 
Road. Equipment includes a marine 
rescue boat, a fire engine, tanker, 
brush truck and an ambulance, Snell 
said.

When it comes to emergency 
response, seconds count on this fer-
ry-dependent island.

Snell and seven other person-
nel responded quickly by boat and 
ambulance to the north end of the 
island July 16 to help search for 
three people whose boat capsized. 
Joining in the rescue were a U.S. 
Coast Guard helicopter and rescue 
boat, the Skagit County Sheriff and 
Anacortes Fire Department. All 
three were rescued.

The island has no medical center; 
when there’s a medical emergen-
cy, EMTs must assess and stabilize 
patients for transfer to an Anacortes 
Fire Department ambulance — 
brought over on the Guemes Island 
ferry — for transport to Island Hos-
pital. There were two such late-night 
dispatches — called “med runs” in 
ferry service parlance — the eve-
ning of July 18 and one the follow-
ing day.

For firefighting, the department 
has an automatic aid agreement 
with Anacortes Fire and receives 
wildland fire assistance when need-
ed from the state Department of 
Natural Resources.

Snell’s son, Cole, a former junior 
firefighter visiting home from com-
mercial fishing in California, has full 
faith in his mom.

“I thought it was pretty cool,” he 
said of her appointment as chief. “I 
mean, I knew she was going to get 
the job.”

Chief
Continued from page A1
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olivia Snell shows a child how 
to operate a fire hose at a public 
event. 
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