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One of Brandan Raley’s favorite foods was ice cream. In honor of his 
birthday, family and friends celebrated Brandan by eating pizza and 
playing games.
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Brandan really loved foxes and even found out that one was living 
on his property a full two years before his dad, Jim Raley.
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Making sure everyone has fun: 
Family remembers Brandan Raley

CAMERON KAST
cameron@thereflector.com

Eleven-year-old Brandan 
Raley wanted everyone to have 
fun. 

Whether it was out in the 
backyard looking for animals or 
inside playing Minecraft with 
his friends, Brandan would con-
nect with those around him. 

“He wanted everyone to feel 
included and everyone to have 
fun,” Brandan’s father Jim Ra-
ley told The Reflector. “He also 
wanted to make sure everyone 
else had fun. He wanted to be a 
part of the equation and be in-
volved with a lot of people.” 

Earlier this month, Brandan 
died while on a youth outing in 
Hood River. 

Raley was on the trip with the 
Ridgefield Church of the Naza-
rene, a church one of his friends 
visited. The youth group decided 
to visit the well known and local 
“cool off spot” the Marina Beach 
sandbar. According to an arti-
cle written by Amy McCarty for 
the church, the sandbar gave way 
during the outing when a youth 
member stepped out onto what 
she called “a shelf of sand.” 

As more kids began to step 
off the shelf, it began to give way 
even more. After deputies re-
sponded, they found two people 
unaccounted for — 44-year-old 
youth pastor Andrew Inskeep and 
Brandan Raley. 

Raley was found shortly after 
and was taken to a nearby hos-
pital where he was pronounced 
dead. Search teams continued to 
look for Inskeep. His body was 
found by boaters on Thursday, 
Aug. 6. 

Brandan would have cel-
ebrated his 12th birthday on 
Tuesday, Aug. 11. Family and 
friends celebrated his life by do-
ing everything Brandan would 
want to do. Those celebrating 
visited the local Dutch Bros. 
Coffee for a birthday drink and 
ordered Brandan’s favorite piz-
za, pepperoni with olive. After 
dinner, the family sat down and 
played a couple of games. Jim 
said his Facebook page was 
flooded with pictures of people 
eating pizza and playing their 
favorite games. 

“That is what he would’ve 
wanted to do,” Brandan’s mother 
Kris Raley said. 

Playing games was one of 
Brandan’s favorite pastimes. 
Whether it was online play-
ing Minecraft, a popular game 
where people work together to 
build houses and survive, with 
his friends or sitting at the table 
with his family to play Settlers of 
Catan, Brandan enjoyed the time 
together. 

“I made an effort to play Mi-

necraft with him and his brother 
and sister every Sunday night,” 
Jim explained. “It was a neat time 
and we would do that for hours. 
It was really fun to experience 
our kids that way (because) it’s 
a game that isn’t about clearing 
levels and defeating bad guys, it’s 
just about being in an environ-
ment together.” 

Jim recalled a specific mem-
ory of a time he got lost in the 
expansive Minecraft world and 
Brandan and his brother came to 
save him, wherever he was. 

“I remember seeing them 
come over the hill swinging their 
swords coming to rescue their 
dad,” he said. 

Along with playing games, 
Brandan enjoyed the outdoors 
and would spend time on the fam-
ily’s property looking for wild an-
imals. His favorite animal was a 
fox, and Jim said Brandan found a 
fox on the property two full years 
before he did. 

“I gave him a book of animal 
tracks for the region and he found 
out about critters in the yard long 
before we did,” Jim said. “He paid 
really close attention.” 

According to Brandan’s par-
ents, he looked up to David from 
the Biblical story David and Go-
liath. Because Brandan was a lit-
tle short for his age, Kris said he 
related to David and his ability to 
be small and mighty but still be 
strong and courageous because of 
his faith. 

“He had a pure heart, loved 
with all his heart and gave the 
most amazing hugs,” Kris said. 

The family has already con-
ducted the funeral and memorials 
celebrating Brandan’s life. How-
ever, their church (Woodland 

Christian Church) has set up a 
fund to help offset the costs. Do-
nations can be made directly to 
the church or online at gofundme.
com/f/in-support-of-the-raley-
family. 

Clark County boy 
died along with  
youth pastor on 
church youth trip 

TITLE
INSURANCE
CLAIMS

MARK A. ERIKSON
Attorney at Law
(360) 696-1012

110 W. 13th St., Vancouver, WA 98660

CH
597159 db

Flat Fee
Consultations

Available

(360) 907-5696

CH
56

96
49

 d
b

CH
60

74
31

 d
b

Let’s get you where you want to go! Realtor®

Serving Battle 
Ground and all 
Clark County

WA Lic# 138219

A member of the 
franchise system of 
BHH Affiliates, LLC

$725,000 ML#: 20653764
22802 NE 176th Ave, Battle Ground

(503) 313-3135
kdoherty@bhhsnw.com

A move-in ready gem among the ferns and 
evergreens. Over 3,560 sq. ft. on 2.25 acres. 
Five minutes to downtown Battle Ground & 28 
mins to PDX! Private and quiet neighborhood!

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY
HomeServices

Northwest Real Estate

NEED TO MAKE A MOVE? KATHLEEN DOHERTY

Virtual Tour - kdoherty.bhhsnw.com/ListingDetails/22802-NE-176th-Ave-Battle-Ground-WA-98604-20653764
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Lisa Thompson 
NMLS# 492126
360.992.6240 
Lisa.Thompson@
HeritageBankNW.com

GET PRE-QUALIFIED 
FOR YOUR NEXT MOVE
We offer home loan options with great rates
Purchase | Refinance | FHA/VA/USDA | Custom Construction | Lot Loans

Rates, terms and conditions are subject to change and 
may vary based on creditworthiness, qualifications and 
collateral conditions. All loans subject to approval.

Member FDIC

Call or apply online today: HeritageBankNW.com | 866.374.7090
Pacific NW Best

Fish
Company

24415 N.E. 10th Ave.
Ridgefield, WA 98642

360-887-4268 
360-887-3501

www.pacificnwbest.com
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10% OFF in our
Retail Fish Market

or Café with coupon
Looking for Fresh Seafood?

Well look no further...
Pacific NW Best Fish offers
the Freshest, Wild-Seafood

under the sea!

Open 6 Days
a Week

10 am to 7 pm
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510 W. Main Street, Battle Ground  

TIRE & AUTO 
DICK’S

Monday-Friday 8-5 • Saturday 8-1
360-687-5131 • www.pointstire.com
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