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Court records show that 
funding recipients had other 
means, officials say they were 

still homeless and needed help

DON DASHIELL STEVE PARKER WES McCART

!e Stevens County Com-
missioners stand behind their 
contested expenditure of 
homelessness funds, but ac-
knowledge their delivery sys-
tem needs to change to correct 
"aws pointed out last year by 
the state auditor.

“We’re going to require 
contracts from now on,” said 
Commissioner Don Dashiell. 
“!at’s all the auditor asked 
us to do # he didn’t say we 
should go the penitentiary, 
which is where our prosecutor 
wants to see us.”

“We don’t feel like the audi-
tor’s report was intended to be 
punitive, just to point out that 
we need to do things di$erent-
ly,” said Commissioner Steve 
Parker. “We’ve never utilized 

contracts but we’ve required 
invoices to be submi%ed for 
payment # it’s not like we just 
say,  ‘Here’s the money # go 
do what you want.’” 

“If we’d had a contract for 
services, this would be a non-is-
sue,” said Commission Chair 
Wes McCart.

In February 2019, the state  
issued an accountability audit 
report that found the commis-
sion giving a Ke%le Falls couple 
$30,000 to move their house 
following a "ood was an “unal-
lowable gi& of public funds.” 

!e auditor’s o'ce also de-
termined that the state consti-
tution prohibited the county 
government from  “gi&ing” 
funds unless it was to the 
“poor and in(rm,” which pre-
cluded the county from giving 
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other side of the bridge. The Stevens County Commissioners paid contested expenditures from a homelessness fund for a house there to be relocated. 

COMMISSIONERS BACK DECISION 

Absentee defendant 
loses bid to toss trial

A Northport man learned that not showing up for your own 
trial doesn’t spare you jail time a&er the Washington State Ap-
peals Court tossed his case last week.

Tim Allen Loe, 47, lost his bid to have a 2018 jury trial de-
clared unconstitutional because he was not present to help 
present a defense.

He was represented by Oliver Ross Davis from the Wash-
ington Appellate Project. Stevens County Prosecutor Tim 
Rasmussen appointed Special Deputy Prosecutor Will Fergu-
son to argue the case in appeals court.

Ferguson had handled the ma%er at the trial court level be-
fore moving to Montana and was brought back to handle the 
appeal. 

A&er hearing both sides, justices determined that the trial 
court had adhered to procedural requirements and provided 
substantial evidence to support its (nding that Loe was volun-
tarily absent from his trial. 

RaeLynn Ricarte
Statesman-Examiner

See APPEAL, Page A2

&ąĂČÿĂĂû

-ûčûĂûĈĉ

Buy Any 4 Toyo Tires, get an Alignment for $50

We are a Weather Tech Dealer Trailer Services including Tires.
www.colvilletire.com
560 N Railroad • 684-4551

*parts extra see store for details

RIGHT TO REOPEN?
Local protesters feel stay home order infringes constitution

A large crowd of people 
gathered Friday afternoon 
along Oak Street in front of 
the Stevens County Court-
house to protest Gov. Jay 
Inslee’s stay home order 

to stop the spread of the 
COVID-19 virus that they 
view as a violation of civil 
liberties.

The signs carried by some 
of the 200 people in atten-
dance had strong messages 
for questions for Inslee and 
other supporters of busi-

ness and church shutdowns.
These included: “Why do 

the healthy have to be quar-
antined?” “Tyranny is op-
pressive government,” “We 
are all essential,” and “I pre-
fer dangerous infection over 
peaceful slavery.”

The rally was coordinat-

ed with peaceable assembly 
of citizens in Spokane and 
Olympia. News about the 
event was passed through 
the “We the People of Ste-
vens County” Facebook 
page.) 
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Protesters gather outside the Stevens County Courthouse in Colville to protest Washington Gov. Jay Inslee’s “Stay Home, Stay Safe” order last Friday. 
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$90,000 to Habitat and Pay It For-
ward, the nonpro(ts that helped 
build a home for a quadriplegic 
Ke%le Falls man.  

!e homelessness fund consists 
of fees that people pay when they 
record documents. State law out-
lines how the funds can be spent, 
which is primarily for services 
such as shelter and low-income 
housing programs. 

Stevens County will receive 
about $325,000 this year in 
homelessness funds and spend 
about $236,430. !ere is rough-
ly $800,000 in that account, said 
McCart. 

!e commission contends 
that both recipients of contested 
funds met the state’s de(nition of 
homelessness; one was essential-
ly “couch sur(ng” in his parents 
garage a&er a swimming accident 
le& him disabled. !e other, a cou-
ple, was living in their storage shed 
a&er erosion of the Ke%le River  
embankment under their house 
rendered it inhabitable. 

“!ese people were working 
hard to help themselves and I 
don’t feel like it was a foolish deci-
sion,” said Parker. 

“I would rather help people 
who are about to lose their home, 
or working to turn things around, 
than build a house for someone 
doing drugs and living on the 
streets,” said Dashiell.

Stevens County Prosecutor 
Tim Rasmussen strongly dis-
agrees with the commission’s take 
on the auditor’s (ndings. He (led 
a lawsuit in 2019 out of the be-
lief that public money had been 
wrongfully spent, and needed to 
be recovered.

“It is pre%y easy to be generous 
with other people’s money,” he 
said. 

Rasmussen said he serves the 
county as a whole, not just the 
commission. He said it has never 
been his intention to be adversari-
al with the elected body, but he has 
a duty to act on behalf of citizens 
when he believes there has been 
wrongdoing. 

He said, “It is my duty to recov-
er money that belongs to the tax-
payers of Stevens County.”

Rasmussen argues that both re-
cipients of public money had plac-
es to live and the (nancial means 
to improve their own housing sit-
uations.  

“Homelessness funds are to be 
used by state law for people who 
are economically destitute,” he 
said.

Moses Lake a%orney George 
Ahrend, hired by Rasmussen 
as special prosecutor to handle 
the suit,  asked Joseph and Alena 
Borharki, owners of the relocated 
home at 3733 Sand Creek Road, 
about their (nancial situation in a 
January deposition.

A deposition is a formal state-
ment taken under oath that can 
be used as evidence in the civil 

trial that will be heard by Spokane 
County Superior Court Judge 
Maryann Moreno once social dis-
tancing guidelines have been li&ed 
from court operations. 

Joseph is a union pipe(%er and 
he told Ahrend that he had quit 
working for three months to deal 
with the emergency situation on 
the Boharski’s 3.12 acre property 
a&er the county “red "agged” their 
house. 

He said the residence became 
uninhabitable following "ooding 
in the spring of 2018. !e house 
sat above the river, which under-
cut the embankment, collapsing 
the porch and threatening the en-
tire structure.

Although they found a compa-
ny to move the house back 150 
feet, Joseph said he, his wife, a 
family member and a few neigh-
bors built a new foundation and 
did all the  ground work for that to 
happen. 

During a period of about three 
months, the Boharskis were living 
in a shed with a porta-po%y for 
a bathroom and showering at a 
neighbor’s house.

“It could have been worse,” stat-
ed Joseph in the deposition. “If it 
was winter time, we would have 
really had a hard time.”

A&er learning that their insur-
ance wouldn’t cover the damage 
and trying unsuccessfully to get 
a home equity loan, Joseph said 
they took $75,000 out of a 401K 
retirement account to pay for the 
work on the property. 

“Was there anything le& a&er 
that?” asked Ahrend.

“Maybe about $20,000,” said 
Joseph. “But it wasn’t like a Roth; 
I got nailed with the penalties and 
(nes and everything.”

He said Alena also had a 401K 
of an undisclosed amount but he 
“wasn’t going to touch her money.”

Alena did not tell Ahrend how 
much money was in that 401K or 
the amount the couple had made 
o$ the sale  of property in Alaska a 
few years earlier.

“Did you have any equity in that 
house?” asked Ahrend.

“Yes,” answered Alena.
“Did you get any money from 

the sale?” asked Ahrend.
“Yes,” answered Alena.
“How much did you get?” asked 

Ahrend.
“See, that’s where I don’t think 

it’s any of your business,” said Ale-
na. 

She also told Ahrend that she 
didn’t know exactly how much 
money the couple now had in 
their savings account. 

!e Boharskis said their proper-
ty was visited by Parker, who then 
informed them that the county 
might be able to help out in the 
crisis. Alena later provided the 
commission with photos of the 
damage to the property for review. 

Initially, the commission’s plan 
was to pay the moving company 
the $30,000 for services rendered; 
but the Boharskis had already tak-
en care of that bill so they were re-
imbursed the funds. 

Joseph said the couple was pre-
pared to pay for the move them-
selves, but the county contribu-
tion enabled them to move back 
into the house much sooner. He 
estimated that the total cost to 
(x the house a&er the "ood was 
roughly $80,000.

Also deposed in January was 
Dennis Bras(eld, president of Pay 
It Forward, and Eric Weatherman, 
a former board member for the 
nonpro(t with a mission to help 
people with spinal cord injuries or 
similar disabilities. 

Bras(eld said the fully-auto-
mated home for Casey McKern 
in Ke%le Falls was already in the 
planning stages and  fundraising 
underway when the county made 
its (rst contribution in 2015. 

!e residence at 50 Avey Court 
was slated to be used by McKern 
and his caregiver, and also tempo-
rarily house people who needed 
to learn how to live and function 
in a wheelchair, and provide them 
with a place to stay while their 
own residences were being reno-
vated to accommodate a disability. 

“We consider them homeless 
because their # whether they 
own a home or not # living space 
is not livable nor can they access 
it,” stated Bras(eld in his depo-
sition. “So, if you can’t get your 
wheelchair in your house and 
you can’t maneuver through your 
house, how can you live in your 
house, is basically our logic.” 

He said McKern was living in 
the garage that his parents had 
retro(%ed and remodeled while 
construction was underway on 
the new residence.

Weatherman  said the Pay It 
Forward house was also a place 
where disabled people could 
come to hunt, shoot and experi-
ence the great outdoors. 

“So, essentially, when an ac-
cident or an injury happened to 
someone, we could take a lot of 
the unknowns or what ifs o$ the 
table by saying, ‘Come and stay 
with Casey, learn your new nor-
mal...’” he said. 

Habitat for Humanity #
Colville Valley Partners, which 
was working with Pay it Forward, 
requested $50,000 for the home 
in 2015. By 2017, when Pay It For-
ward requested another $50,000 
to cover (nishing costs, Habitat 
had pulled out of the project due 
to ongoing disputes about higher 
grade materials being used. !e  
4,000 square foot (with garage) 
home was tax valued at $460,000 
when (nished. 

McCart did not vote for the 
second round of funding, which 
ended up to be about $40,000, 
although he could not remem-
ber exactly why that decision was 
made. 

In depositions, all three com-
missioners said they never asked 
for documentation about the (-
nancial status of either recipient.

“I believe there are some con-
straints on what we can ask them,” 
said McCart. 

“We give money each year to the 
New Family Life Center to help 
homeless pregnant women and we 
don’t ask what their (nancial status 
is. We also give money to Rural 
Resources Community Action, 
which helps homeless people, and 
to the Warming Center, which pro-
vides shelter to people living on the 
streets during the winter, and we 
don’t ask for speci(cs about their 
(nances,” said Parker.

“We’ve partnered with Habitat 

before and never asked them to 
give us their (nancial records”, said 
Dashiell. “It’s been that way for 
years and our legal counsel # the 
county prosecutor # has never 
said anything about it.”

Rasmussen said he was never 
consulted about the three expen-
ditures, that he was alerted to the 
situation by former auditor Tim 
Gray and immediately felt the dis-
tribution of funds was not proper.

“When I found out what had 
happened, I called the state audi-
tor to ask if this was the proper use 
of homelessness money,” he said. 
“!ey said it raised red "ags and I 
should talk to the prosecutor’s as-
sociation and have my peers look 
at it. So I did and then I began to 
realize the seriousness of the situ-
ation.”

He said a short conversation 
took place with Parker, who asked 
immediately what the commis-
sion needed to do to (x the prob-
lem.

 “I did not know,” said Rasmus-
sen.

He said once the possibility that 
the commission’s actions could 
have been criminal was raised, he 
was advised by other prosecutors 
to quit talking to them about the 
issue.  He asked the state A%orney 
General’s o'ce to look into the le-
gality of their actions.

In the lawsuit, Rasmussen is 
seeking two years of each commis-
sioner’s surety bonds (coverage 
is $20,000 apiece per year) to re-
place the homelessness funds they 
dispersed.

He is also legally trying to block 
the commission from using tax-
payer dollars to hire a%orneys to 
represent them in the bond case, 
or any criminal case that might 
follow. 

McCart said if Rasmussen ob-
tains the bond payments, he and 
Commissioners Steve Parker and 
Don Dashiell will have their cover-
age revoked and be forced to step 
down from o'ce.

“!is is a precedent-se%ing 
case,” said McCart. He said elected 
o'cials across the state will think 
twice about serving if it can be 
proven they do not have immuni-
ty for good faith decisions and can 
be sued by anyone who disagrees 
with them. 

 !e commissioners believe 
Rasmussen’s goal is to remove 
them from o'ce.

McCart said the commission’s 
working relationship with the 
prosecutor began breaking down 
during the contentious months of 
Gray’s re-election bid. Rasmussen 
backed Gray and the commission 
backed his successor, Lori Larsen.

According to McCart, things 
worsened when the county pulled 
a voucher meant to reimburse 
Gray for slightly over $24,000 that 
he had personally paid to cover up 
a mistake. Rasmussen had signed 
o$ on a plan to give Gray back the 
money a&er the IRS forgave the 
penalties. 

However, the commission dis-
covered what had happened and 
referred the ma%er to the state 
auditor out of the belief that the 
payment could be unlawful. !at 
case is still pending.  

Rasmussen has appointed at-
torney Terry Williams of Tacoma 
as special deputy to represent the 
county in that case. 

County
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On the Record

Stevens County Prosecutor Tim Rasmussen 
believes the county commission has retaliated 
against him for (ling a lawsuit to recover home-
lessness funds spent on two private projects.

For example, he said Commissioner Steve 
Parker refused to support replacement of a depu-
ty prosecutor to handle hundreds of cases.

“District Court cannot function with one pros-
ecutor,” said Rasmussen.

!e deputy prosecutor position was vacated 
last year by Will Ferguson, who moved to Mon-
tana. 

Under the hiring freeze adopted by the com-
mission in 2008, a vacant position cannot be au-
tomatically (lled, it is subject to review and ap-
proval on a case-by-case basis. 

In June of 2019, Rasmussen approached the 
commission to request permission to hire some-
one to replace Ferguson. !at was several months 
a&er he (led a lawsuit to compel the commission 
to repay $121,000 in homelessness funds. (See 
related story, Page A1).

Commission Chair Wes McCart and Don 
Dashiell voted in favor of funding the vacant 
prosecutor position, but Parker did not. 

Instead, he chastised Rasmussen for spend-
ing his resources to sue the commission, which 
he said was not a “wise move,” according to the 
clerk's notes.

!e county does not record its meetings so 
Rasmussen requested a copy of the minutes, 
but Parker’s comments were not listed. He then 
asked for the clerk's notes, but was informed by 
the commission they were not public record.

Rasmussen obtained an opinion from the Mu-
nicipal Research and Services Center and the 
state A%orney General's O'ce that the notes 
taken at a public meeting by a county employee 
should be made available.

“!ey then demanded their own private lawyer 
to look into it,” said Rasmussen.

He obtained an a%orney to advise the com-
mission, and that individual gave them the same 
opinion. At that time, the commission turned 
over the notes. 

In January, depositions were taken by George 
Ahrend, the special prosecutor that Rasmussen 
has appointed to handle the lawsuit against the 
commission. 

He is seeking to have the elected o'cials re-
pay $90,000 spent to help two nonpro(ts build 
a home in Ke%le Falls for a disabled man, and to 
reimburse a couple for $30,000 spent to move 
their house away from an eroding embankment. 

Each commissioner was asked if Rasmussen 
was being retaliated against, and all three denied 
that was happening.

Parker was then asked by Ahrend, “Did you 
vote against replacing a deputy prosecutor who 
moved to another position?

“Yes,” he said.
“And what was your reason for voting against?” 

asked Ahrend.
“My belief is that # my belief is that some of 

the issues that emanate form the prosecutor's of-
(ce have to do with the prosecuting a%orney, Mr. 
Rasmussen, not personally handling cases. And it 
stems from a long-held belief that when you see 
issues that emanate from one department repeat-
edly, it means that there's not enough work going 
on there.”

“So, my decision # and we discussed it with 
Tim at the time, when he wondered why we vote 
against and discuss against # was it doesn't have 
anything to do with the case that's before us, but 
what I think would be an underlying cause and 
need for e'ciency coming out of the prosecu-
tor's o'ce, which would be him handling cases 
personally and having the full workload.”

Last week, Dashiell said he agreed with Parker 
on that assessment.

“Previous prosecutors handled cases, other 
prosecutors across the state handle cases. Our 
prosecutor does not,” he said. 

Rasmussen said he is elected by the people to 
provide public safety and he does that by review-
ing and assigning cases to deputy prosecutors. 
He said about 400 felonies are handled each year, 
and 1,800 misdemeanors.

“!at's as many felonies as were being (led 
two years ago,” he said. “I am not only hands-on 
with hundreds of cases a year, I have many other 
responsibilities in my o'ce. If I had a full dock-
et, where would I have time to do all these other 
things?

“!e commission wants to manage my o'ce 
but he doesn't understand what needs to be done 
or what we do.”

McCart categorically denied in his deposition 
and follow-up interview that there was any type 
of retaliation going on.

 Rasmussen claims that he did not receive the 
same $5,000 raise given this budget cycle to other 
department heads due to retaliation, but McCart 
said this is not true. 

He said none of the o'cials who also receive 
money from the state, such as judges and the pros-
ecutor, got a raise from the county.

“We only treated him di$erently because he 
was grouped di$erently,” said McCart.

In addition, he said Rasmussen did not request 
any more money for his salary in his department’s 
preliminary budget, which is what the commis-
sion uses to make funding decisions. 

“!ose are the numbers we work with, we 
don’t usually give more than they ask,” said Mc-
Cart. “!e prosecutor is trying to make this per-
sonal but it’s not.”

Rasmussen has also complained about being 
denied a nontaxable contribution to his health 
account, an option available to employees who 
do not use the county's health plan. McCart said 
the commission learned they were prohibited by 
federal rules from making the contribution to Ras-
mussen, among others. 

“We have been as professional as we can pos-
sibly be in the face of having these untruths told 
about us,” said McCart.

RaeLynn Ricarte
Statesman-Examiner

Inslee has prohibited large 
gatherings of people, but 
those at the rally said it was 
time to reopen society and the 
economy after weeks of isola-
tion and closures.) 

Gretchen Arguello and Tra-
cy Lang, both of Colville, were 
two of the organizers, saying 
they decided to act on behalf 
of families left without em-
ployment by Inslee’s response 
to the pandemic, and to busi-
nesses that are going bankrupt 
because they have been shut-
tered for almost two months.) 

“We are hoping that we 
can encourage others to take 
a stand, show that we can be 
responsible and not spread in-
fection and continue to live our 
lives. He can’t take us all down 
if we unite,” said Arguello.

“It’s about empowering peo-
ple,” said Lang.

They had letters available 
that people could sign to have 
sent to members of the Leg-
islature urging action to curb 
Inslee’s power.) 

Several struggling business 
owners were present, includ-
ing Angela Wethered, owner 
of Juanita’s Quick Stop near 
Northport. She has been un-
able to pay her bills with no 
customers coming in, and her 
family’s construction business 
also shut down.

“I bought my business in 
2014 for $750,000 and now 
it’s being repossessed,” said 
Wethered. “The way this was 
handled just snipped the last 
threat that we were able to 
hold on to.”

She said the closure is also 
affecting CMM Fuel, another 
family business that sells gaso-
line at her establishment.) 

“We will still have our con-
struction company but our 
dream is gone,” she said.

Also present was Eric and 
Stephani Smith, owners of 
Stephani’s Oak Street Grill in 
Colville. She said the abrupt 
closure of the restaurant 
forced them to throw food 
supplies away and eliminat-
ed their revenue. They are 
hoping to be able to return to 
business when the shutdown 
is over, but said that is going 
to depend on how reopening 
plays out.

“This is just the grossest er-
ror in judgment of all time,” 
said Eric in reference to more 
than 30 million people who 
have filed new unemployment 
claims across America since 
the shutdowns began in mid-
March.

Stephani believes Inslee 
should have used a regional 
approach for the closures in-
stead of shutting down North-
east Washington before there 
was even a recorded case of 
COVID-19.

“One size doesn’t fit all,” she 
said. 

As of Monday, Stevens 
County had nine reported cas-
es, Ferry County had one and 
Pend Oreille County hasdtwo, 
which many in the crowd said 
was not enough to warrant the 
measures taken by Inslee.

Angela Wint of Arden wore 
a mask to the protest because 
she has two autoimmune dis-
eases and other health condi-
tions that have made her more 
at risk for serious complica-
tions if she contracts the virus, 
which tends to go respiratory.

She decided to add her voice 
to the outcry out of the belief 
that it was time to reopen the 
economy.

“I love this community and 
I don’t want it to die,” she said. 
“I have friends struggling and 
it is just breaking my heart.”) 

Darcy Pruett, co-owner of 
Body & Sole Fitness Center 
and Colville Speed Clean Co-
Op, said all businesses needed 
to reopen on May 5 no matter 
what Inslee decreed.

Her business partner, Jim 
Meskan, described govern-
mental actions as “ a total 
overreach.”

“They don’t care about 
small businesses,” said Puett.) 

Meghan Kutchman of 
Colville brought her four 
children and husband to the 
protest. She homeschools and 
said the current situation has 
provided many lessons for her 
children about the importance 
of constitutional protections.

Her 12-year-old son, Logan, 

held a sign that said, “Free the 
People.” He said, “I think how 
this has all played out is not 
necessary.”

Stevens County Sheriff Brad 
Manke and Stevens County 
Commissioner Steve Park-
er stopped by the protest to 
speak with constituents.

“I think it’s fine,” said Man-
ke. “These people are peace-
ably exercising their constitu-
tional rights.”

Parker agreed.
“I think it’s great the peo-

ple are making their position 
known,” he said.) 

As the protest was under-
way, Inslee was announcing 
the extension of most restric-
tions until May 31 and then a 
phased reopening of business-
es and social functions, spaced 
a minimum of three weeks 
apart. 

The opening plan allows 
counties with a population of 
less than 75,000 and no cases 
occurring within the preced-
ing three weeks to May 4, the 
option to request a variance to 
reopen earlier than the rest of 
the state. 

Ferry and Pend Oreille 
counties met the preliminary 
criteria for that option.

Stevens County could apply 
for the variance if it has no new 
cases as of May 11. The health 
district will facilitate the vari-
ance and announced Monday 
that officials are completing a 
plan to demonstrate readiness 
in the health care system. 

Protest
Continued from Front Page
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Prosecutor seeks to eject commission
Stevens County Prose-

cutor Tim Rasmussen sent 
a letter to all department 
heads on Monday encour-
aging them to keep oper-
ations going without the 
commissioners at the helm.

He advised them to make 
decisions that they deemed 
necessary to fulfill their re-
spective duties, and to con-

sult with him about any le-
gal questions.

“The county has strug-
gled with difficult situa-
tions at other times and we 
have worked through them 
before. This is no different. 
We should all be assured 
that county business will 
proceed as it always has.

“We will get through this 
difficult time and become 
stronger as a result,” wrote 
Rasmussen. 

Later the same afternoon, 
he initiated a special form 
of legal action to have the 
court declare the commis-
sion offices vacant.

“Quo warranto” is the 
name of the filing that is 
used to resolve a dispute 
over whether a specific per-
son has the legal right to 
hold office. 

The two moves by Ras-
mussen are the latest de-
velopments in the lawsuit 

he filed in 2019 against 
Commissioners Wes Mc-
Cart, Steve Parker and Don 
Dashiell over their expendi-
ture of homelessness funds. 

Tensions are running 
high between the two fac-
tions with Rasmussen's an-
nouncement on Thursday 
that the commissioners had 
to vacate their offices. He 
said they could no longer 
legally serve after Spokane 
County Superior Court 

Judge Maryann Moreno 
signed a summary judgment 
that found them liable for 
unconstitutional gifting of 
$130,326 in public funds. 

Rasmussen said More-
no's decision triggered 
RCW 42.12.020, which lists 
eight reasons why an elec-
tive office should be vacat-
ed. Provision 8 applies in 
this case, said Rasmussen,  

RaeLynn Ricarte
Statesman-Examiner
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Judge rules that 
McCart, Dashiell 
and Parker 
are liable for 
unconstitutional 
gifts, prompting 
Rasmussen to 
declare they can 
no longer serve
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Residents of the Ferry County town re!ect on 
 Police Chief Loren Culp’s run for governor

It isn’t everyday that a tiny 
city in remote Northeastern  
Washington can boast of 

being home to a gubernatorial 
candidate, but Republic is now 
enjoying that bragging right.! 

“Sometimes even people 
in big cities need small town 
values and Loren represents 
those,” said Dorothy Dansel, 
whose son, Brian, served as a 
state senator and now works in 
the Trump administration.! 

She said standing strong 
for the values that have made 
America great " values embed-
ded in the U.S. Constitution " 
is just a way of life in Republic. 
She believes Police Chief Loren 
Culp’s outspoken support for 
those values helped him emerge 
from a pack of 35 contenders 
in the Aug. 4 primary, almost 
half Republican, to challenge 
incumbent Gov. Jay Inslee, a 

Democrat, in the Nov. 3 general 
election.

In Eastern Washington, Culp 
maintained a strong lead over 
Inslee in the primary, but those 
numbers were reversed when 
votes from the heavily populat-
ed western side of the state were 
tallied.! 

“Loren represents us well 
and I think people in big cities 
could benefit from the values 
he will bring to office,” said 
Dansel. “This is a new ballgame 
now and we are very proud of 
Loren.”

Of course, Republic Mayor 
Elbert Koontz and other resi-
dents are quick to say that they 
know Culp in a way that other 
Washington residents never 
will.

Koontz, who has served in 
the elected office off and on 
since 1999, remembers Culp’s 
grief at unexpectedly losing his 
first canine officer,!  Isko, a few 
years ago.

“Isko was an amazing drug 
dog and he never missed one 
test,” recalls Koontz. “Loren 
was taking him home on that 
day and Isko just fell over. He 
had some kind of a genetic de-
fect and ended up dying in Lo-
ren’s arms, and that was tough 
because Isko had become his 
buddy " they were together all 
of the time.”

Koontz said Culp’s friend, 
rocker Ted Nugent, posted 
about Republic’s loss of the 
dog on Facebook. Phoenix 
Protective Corporation out of 
Spokane responded to the post 
and paid for the town to get an-
other dog, this one named Kar-
ma. They also paid for Culp to 
receive specialized training for 
dog handlers in California and 
provided equipment that Kar-
ma would need.! 

Not everyone in Re-
public is thankful for the  

RaeLynn Ricarte
Statesman-Examiner

See CULP on Page A5
Republican candidate for Governor, Loren Culp, walks through Republic last week. 
Culp is the town’s police chief and strongly supported as a candidate in this region.
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Chewelah citizens rise concern over 
homeless encampment in city park

A number of citizen com-
plaints and concerns about a 
persistent homeless encamp-
ment in the city’s main park 
led the council to a lengthy 
discussion about the city’s 
options to address it and the 
legal challenges it may face 
as it goes down the path of 
enforcement. Public com-
mentors at last Wednesday’s 
council meeting on August 5 
urged the city to enforce ex-
isting nuisance ordinances to 
address the situation and to 
take a closer look at a federal 
district court ruling that ad-
dressed use of public proper-
ty by homeless people, while 
the city’s a#orney cautioned 
the council to be careful 
when listening to “armchair 
analyses” of the case ruling.

$e case, Martin v City of 
Boise, began in 2009 when 
six individuals %led a com-

plaint against the city of 
Boise a&er being cited for vi-
olating the city’s ordinances 
on camping and sleeping in 
public spaces, alleging that 
enforcement of the rules vi-
olated the 8th Amendment’s 
cruel and unusual punish-
ment clause. Eventually, the 
U.S. 9th Circuit Court of 
Appeals ruled in 2019 that 
homeless people cannot be 
punished for sleeping out-
side on public property in 
the absence of adequate al-
ternatives. Since then, the 
ruling has impacted cities 
within the 9th Circuit that 
are trying to solve homeless 
issues.

“$e decision is unwork-
able in practice and is already 
sowing confusion across the 
9th Circuit and tying the 
hands of cities that are being 
forced to suspend enforce-
ment of their public camping 
laws,” $eane Evangelis, Boi-
se’s a#orney, said in a state-

ment in 2019 a&er the ruling.
Chewelah resident Denece 

Caton kicked o' the public 
comments accusing the city 
management and council of 
fear-driven inaction that has 
led to an unsafe situation in 
the park.

“By your inaction, you’ve 
allowed the takeover of an 
entire corner of the park, the 
main restrooms, multiple 
picnic tables for continued 
24-7 personal use, fear of 
pre#y vicious dogs, walking 
on a public sidewalk, hijack-
ing parking spaces including 
the one they sit on and one 
on each side. You’re enabling 
these folks to continue living 
like this, not helping them 
help themselves. We’re fed 
up with the inaction. Your 
hands are not tied when it 
comes to Martin v Boise. 
$ousands of people pass or 
use this park for a rest stop,” 
Caton told the council.

“Is this the de%nition of a 

creative arts district, or the 
gateway to the Colville Na-
tional Forest, or a stopover 
to 49 Degrees North?” she 
asked.

Caton weighed in with her 
interpretation of the court 
ruling.

“I want to reiterate what 
the Ninth court ruling states, 
very well worded: ‘We in no 
way dictate to the city that 
it must allow anyone who 
wishes to sit, lie or sleep on 
the streets at any time and 
at any place. Only abso-
lute bans violate the eighth 
amendment.’ I think that’s 
a very important statement 
right there. $ere is no com-
plete ban. You have ordi-
nances in place; they’re not 
being enforced. You need to 
%nd some ordinances that 
work, that will alleviate this 
problem completely instead 
of brushing it under the rug 
and hoping it just goes away,” 

Brandon Hansen
Chewelah Independent

Ted Wishon, who has spent 30 years volunteering as ringman 
at the annual livestock auction, was in fine form on Saturday.

Courtesy  photo

FAT STOCK SALE
Grand champion and reserve grand 
champion photos on Page A8 See CHEWELAH on Page A9
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COMMUNITY

 You won’t see any greet-
ing cards celebrating it, and 
it’s not likely to be on your 
calendar, but in just a few 
weeks, National 401(k) Day 
will be observed. And this 
type of recognition may 
be warranted, too, because 
401(k) plans have become 
key building blocks for a 
big part of people’s lives "a 
comfortable retirement. 
Are you making the most of 
your 401(k)?

Of course, during the past 
few months, you may have 
had mixed feelings about 
your 401(k). After all, at the 

beginning of the coronavi-
rus, when the financial mar-
kets tumbled, the value of 
your account probably fell 
significantly, although it has 
likely regained some ground 
since the initial drop. 

Nonetheless, the recent 
market volatility and its 
short-term effects on your 
401(k) should not unduly 
influence your decisions 
about this important re-
tirement account. After all, 
a 401(k) is truly a long-
term vehicle, in every sense 
– you contribute to it for 
decades while you’re work-

ing, and you can draw on 
it, along with other sourc-
es of income, for decades 
during your retirement. 
Consequently, you’ll want 
to consistently review your 
account to ensure it is work-
ing hard for you. 

Here are a few sugges-
tions:

Get the match. At a mini-
mum, put enough into your 
401(k) to earn your em-
ployer’s matching contribu-
tion, if one is offered. While 
employers can set their 
own rules, a typical match 
is 50% of what you put in, 

up to 6% of your salary. So, 
if you don’t contribute the 
amount needed to earn the 
match, you are essentially 
“leaving money on the ta-
ble.”

Give yourself regular 
“raises.” Every time your 
salary goes up, increase 
your annual contributions. 
Most people typically don’t 
come anywhere near hit-
ting the maximum annual 
401(k) contribution limit 
(which, in 2020, is $19,500, 
or $26,000 for those 50 or 
older), and you might not, 
either, but try to put in as 

much as you can afford. 
Not only will you be build-
ing tax-deferred resources 
for retirement, but you’ll 

be giving yourself a big tax 
break.

— This column was written by 
Edward Jones for use by Ron Eck.

Get the most from your 401(k) plan to make retirement comfortable
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because it states that a va-
cancy shall occur: “When-
ever a judgment shall be ob-
tained against an incumbent 
for breach of the condition 
of his or her official bond.”

Rasmussen said Moreno's 
findings put the commis-
sion in violation of their 
oath to uphold the constitu-
tion and the pledge of their 
bond to lawfully and faith-
fully discharge their duties. 

“This not a happy day,” he 
said on Thursday morning, 
when Moreno's order was 
filed with the court. “But 
this day is a reassurance 
that the commissioners are 
being held accountable for 
illegal and unethical behav-
ior. The milestone of jus-
tice turns very closely but it 
grinds the grain very fine.”

Moreno signed the judg-
ment prepared by attorney, 
George Ahrend of Moses 
Lake, who was appointed 
as a special prosecutor by 
Rasmussen. She wrote “re-
jected” on the top of the 
judgment prepared by Todd 
Startzel of the Spokane firm 
of Kirkpatrick & Startzel, 
which represents the com-
mission.

However, Rasmussen has 
drawn fire from the com-
missioner's attorney for an-
nouncing that their offices 
have been vacated. Alison 
Turnbull from Kirkpartick 
& Startzel sent out a letter 
to the media on Friday de-
nouncing the prosecutor's 
claims and demanding that 
he rescind them.

Turnbull stated that 
Moreno signed an order on 
Aug. 19 that was not the fi-
nal judgment in the case.! 

“An order determining 
liability is not a judgment 

and is not 
a p p e a l -
able,” she 
wrote. 

She stat-
ed that 
s e v e r a l 
monetar y 
m a t t e r s 
still await-
ed resolution, which includ-
ed Rasmussen’s claim that 
the commissioner's owed 
interest on the $130,326 
they recently repaid, and his 
assertion that his attorney 
fees should be covered. 

Moreno has scheduled 
a hearing to decide those 
matters for Sept. 25 and 
Turnbull said that could 
lead to a final judgment at 
the local court level.

She said Rasmussen’s ac-
tions have revealed that his 
true motive in the suit has 
been to subvert the will 
of voters by removing the 
commissioners from office.

“This case has shown 
that Prosecutor Rasmusen 
is pursuing a personal ven-
detta and not interested in 
justice or the interests of the 
people of Stevens County,” 
wrote Turnbull in her letter. 
“Prosecutor Rasmusen is 
using the threat of criminal 
prosecution to forward this 
agenda, and doing so when 
the law clearly does not al-
low him to do so.”

Rasmussen points to a 
unanimous Supreme Court 
decision last May in the 
Christopher Denny vs. the 
City of Richland case as the 
basis for his argument to 
move ahead with removal of 
the commissioners.

In that case, Denney, 
a firefighter, argued that 
Richland had violated pub-
lic records law by withhold-
ing two investigative com-
plaints he had made about 
on-the-job harassment and 
discrimination. 

Both parties filed cross 
motions for summary judg-

ment, as 
was done 
in the 
S t e v e n s 
C o u n t y 
case, said 
R a s m u s -
sen.

The tri-
al court 
granted the city 's judgment 
against Denney, which in-
cluded a $200 monetary 
award. He appealed the de-
cision more than 30 days af-
ter the summary judgment 
order was signed out of the 
belief the month-long time-
line started when the final 
judgment was filed, which 
was much later.

Denney's appeal was dis-
missed by the court of ap-
peals because it did not fol-
low the proper timeline. He 
then moved for discretion-
ary review by the Washing-
ton Supreme Court, which 
found that a summary judg-
ment order can constitute 
a final judgment, thereby 
starting the 30-day appeal 
deadline. 

“The commissioners 
argue that the order on 
summary judgment is not 
a judgment because there 
remains attorney fees and 
costs, and they try and use 
this basis to refuse to recog-
nize the vacancy of their of-
fices,” said Rasmussen. “But 
there is a judgment. It is a 
good judgment. It is a final 
judgment.”

Included with Turnbull's 
Aug. 24 letter was a claim by 
Commissioner Dashiell that 
Rasmussen had instructed 
Sheriff Brad Manke to ar-
rest all three commissioners 
if they returned to work.

Dashiell said that Man-
ke told him that he would 
refuse to comply with that 
order. 

“It is clear that Prosecutor 
Rasmussen’s goal is to sub-
vert the will of the voters 
and remove the duly elected 

c o m m i s -
s i o n e r s 
by using 
this bond 
action in-
stead of a 
recall pe-
tition that 
is specif-
ically de-
signed to remove public of-
ficers from office,” Turnbull 
wrote.

However, Manke signed 
a declaration on Monday 
that termed the report by 
Dashiell as “inaccurate.” 

“The Stevens County 
Prosecutor, Tim Rasmus-
sen, has never directed me 
to do anything,” he stated. 

Manke wrote that he 
stopped by the commis-
sioner’s office on Aug. 14 to 
give them a copy of an email 
memorandum from the Mu-
nicipal Research Services 
Center addressing the effect 
of a judgment in the case, 
but no one was there.

Dashiell later came by the 
sheriff ’s office to pick up 
the memo and was told that 
it would be Manke’s respon-
sibility to cut off the com-
missioners’ access to coun-
ty assets and equipment, 
as well as payroll, if a judg-
ment against their bond was 
ordered.

“I told Mr. Dashiell at that 
time that I would not take 
any action without a court 
order,” stated Manke. 

Rasmussen chose to initi-
ate the lawsuit after obtain-
ing a state auditor’s finding 
in 2019 that three payments 
made out of the homeless-
ness fund were “unallow-
able gifts” to private parties.

Between 2015 and 2018, 
the commissioners dis-
tributed funds to a couple 
whose home over the Ket-
tle River had been rendered 
inhabitable by flooding and 
two nonprofit organizations 
that built a transitional 
home for a Kettle Falls man 

with spi-
nal cord 
i n j u r i e s 
that could 
be used as 
transition-
al housing 
for oth-
ers with 
l i fe-a l ter-
ing disabilities. 

Rasmussen said at that 
time that the commission 
had not consulted him be-
fore taking action.

 The commission argued 
that their relationship with 
Rasmussen had deteriorat-
ed enough by that time that 
they no longer trusted him.

Commissioner Parker 
said last week the findings of 
the state auditor about the 
expenditures was not puni-
tive, and included recom-
mendations to avoid future 
problems, including: estab-
lishing a process to inform 
citizens of the availability 
of the funds to ensure equal 
access; establishing a pro-
cess and criteria for applica-
tion and approval of fund-
ing; consulting with legal 
counsel before approving 
expenditures; and ensuring 
their homeless housing plan 
allowed the expenditures.

“How did we even get 
here?” Parker asked. “We 
were trying to help people 
who were displaced and 
there was no intent to do 
anything wrong.”

McCart and Dashiell 
were unable to be reached 
for comment.

The commissioners’ le-
gal team asked Moreno to 
dismiss the suit once they 
had repaid the funds.She 
declined that request.

The three commissioners 
are Republican, so the party 
will submit three names for 
each position to Gov. Jay In-
slee to choose replacements 
from, if Rasmussen prevails.

Mitch Short, chair of the 
Stevens County Republi-

cans, said no action will be 
taken until there is some 
type of notification that 
provides clear direction. 

“We are just in a holding 
pattern right now,” he said.

If the offices are vacated, 
Short said the party will ad-
vertise for people to submit 
names of those with a Re-
publican affiliation for con-
sideration. 

Precinct committee offi-
cers from each district will 
then choose finalists to 
send on to Inslee.. He will 
appoint two new commis-
sioners and they will ap-
point the third.

It is unknown if McCart, 
who is running for re-elec-
tion, will encounter prob-
lems getting another bond 
if the one he has now is for-
feit.

The bonds are a form 
of insurance policy that 
pays governments a fixed 
amount when decisions are 
made that incur liability. 

Rasmussen said the cur-
rent case is unprecedented 
in modern history. He said 
the last time an entire board 
was ousted was in 1939 
when the Whatcom County 
Commissioners were found 
to have illegally sold two 
country-owned rock crush-
ers to a private citizen. 

The state Supreme Court 
upheld that decision in 
1940, ruling that the va-
cancy of the county seats 
should take effect imme-
diately, regardless of any 
pending legal appeal. 

Rasmussen said regular 
expenses will be taken care 
of by county department 
heads during the period of 
vacancy. 

He said new financial pro-
posals and budget amend-
ments will have to wait until 
there is a new commission 
in place, which he anticipat-
ed taking a few weeks due to 
the unusual circumstances 
in Stevens County. 

County
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It has been 12 years since 
Tanner Pehl, 20, was one of 
two victims in a double ho-
micide, and not letting him 
be forgotten remains very 
important to his mother, 
Laurie Pehl Jennings.

Toward that end, she 
wrote a book called The 
Plant and the Hippo about 
teen issues and the murder 
of her son that was pub-
lished in 2018. The book is 
available in both print and 
Kindle editions on Amazon 
or Barnes and Noble, and at 
Fogle Pump and Supply and 
Super One in Colville. 

Jennings said the audio 
version of the book is in the 
works and should be avail-
able later this year.

In a summary of her book 
that was published in the  
Huckleberry Press, Jennings 
said when people ask what 
they can do for her, she tells 
them, “Remember him; 
please don’t forget him.”

The name of the book 
was chosen from a memo-
ry that she journaled about 
in the dark days after Tan-
ner , a graduate of Colville 
High School, was stabbed 
to death in a Spokane res-
idence that the murderer  
then set on fire.

Following the grisly dis-
covery of his body and that 
of a friend, Jennings said 

she had a breakdown and 
was heavily medicated in 
the psychiatric ward of Sa-
cred Heart Hospital. She 
remembered the moment 
when Tanner brought home 
a Mother’s Day gift for her, 
a plant with a hippo figurine 
as a decoration.

Once home, Jennings de-
cided to tell the story of her 
family’s tragedy from the 
perspective of the plant and 
hippo, a recounting of how 
they saw Tanner’s down-
falls and his triumphs " 
and how they perceived his   
horrific death.

Her writing style from the 
unique point of view earned 
Jennings a five-star review 
from reader Sheri Reeves on 
Amazon: “My heart breaks 
knowing that this is a true sto-
ry, and what a wonderful way 
to tell it! Telling this account 
from the viewpoint of a house-
plant is pure genius. I felt as if 
I was there, too, peeking into 
the lives of Laurie, Tanner, 
and everyone who came into 
their home and their lives. 
The people I met are real and 
I feel as if I know them. 

“This story touched on so 
many very important topics; 
mental illness, drug abuse, the 
trials teens face, love and loss. 
Amazing , beautiful, awful, 
and horrifying all in turn. I 
highly recommend this book 
to anyone who has experi-
enced a devastating loss or 
knows someone who has.

“Though not too many of us 
can identify with the murder 
of a child, everyone will be 
able to identify with some of 
the topics The Plant And The 
Hippo touches on.”

Another top review was 
given by reader Jason An-
derson: “This book was 
hands down amazing. I’m an 
avid reader and I can assure 
you this book will be one I 
read over and over and over 
again. The point of view was 
something I have never seen 

before(amazing and new to 
say the least). the story was 
emotional the whole way 
through. 

“For a first time author 
this book was amazingly well 
written. It flowed very well 
and the transitions were fan-
tastic. I was never bored while 
reading this book. I finished 
it in two and a half hours. I 
highly recommend this book 
to everyone! Hands down a 
must read.”

During the past two years, 

Jennings has done numer-
ous book signings in west-
ern Washington and was 
also asked to speak at a high 
school assembly because 
her book related to many 
teen issues, including de-
pression, young love, safety 
in meeting “new friends,” 
unconditional mother’s 
love, grieving, and climbing 
out of “rabbit holes.” 

Tanner’s death occurred 
on Feb. 28, 2008. His body 
and that of his friend, Sarah 
Clark, 18, were found in a 
burning house at 512 East 
Elm. 

Authorities quickly deter-
mined that both victims had 
died of homicidal violence 
and not fire. Detectives lat-
er arrested Justin Crenshaw, 
who had a romantic interest 
in Clark, after matching his 
fingerprints to a bloody one 
left at the scene. 

He was a recovering her-
oin addict who came to 
Spokane from Las Vegas, 
Nevada, to reunite with this 
sister and start a new life, 
according to media reports.

In 2010, Crenshaw, was 
sentenced to life without 
parole for two counts of ag-
gravated first-degree mur-
der. 

During the trial, his attor-
ney argued that Crenshaw 
suffered from an alcohol 
disorder that made him a 
violent person when he 
drank. 

In her book, Jennings 
talks of Tanner’s battle to 
change his life direction 
from the perspective of the 
hippo: “With Tanner, my 
emotions can go in a million 
directions in one split second. 
I wanted him to get caught. 
I wanted her to figure it out. 
I wanted him to hurt from 
this so he might stop doing it. 
I wanted her to hurt enough 
that she would get mad. And 
yet, at that moment, for some 
reason, my heart was aching 
for him enough that with just 
a look in his eyes, I suddenly 
wanted to hug him. I loved 
him so.” 

One reader said Jennings’ 
honesty in sharing her re-
al-life scenario was extreme-
ly touching.

“She didn’t make her son 
the perfect kid, nor her the 
perfect mother, but instead 
shared the real struggles. It 
made it honest and lets us 
love him for the imperfect kid 
he was, the kind we all have.”

Tanner was the youngest 
son of Jennings and Dave 
Pehl, manager at Fogle 
Pump, who lives in Colville. 
Jennings now resides in 
Raymond.

Their surviving children, 
Cameron, Katie and Matt, 
all graduates of Colville 
High School, now live in the 
Spokane area.

Jennings can be reached 
by email at kaykaytoo@hot-
mail.com. 

A unique look at a mother’s loss

Photo courtesy of Laurie Jennings
Tanner Pehl and his mother, Laurie Jennings, are shown on a fun 
day together. She has written a book about his death in 2008. 
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County is in limbo until judge acts
Spokane Superior Court 

Judge Maryann Moreno, 
who has been presiding 
over the county's homeless-
ness fund dispute, will hear 
arguments in a special legal 
action to decide whether 
the three commissioners 
can still hold their elected 

offices. George Ahrend, the 
attorney for Stevens County 
Prosecutor Tim Rasmussen, 
filed the “quo warranto” ac-
tion against Commissioners 
Wes McCart, Don Dashiell 
and Steve Parker last week.

That action is used to 
resolve a dispute about  
whether a specific person 
has the legal right to remain  
in office. 

Rasmussen said a quo 
warranto challenge is usual-
ly expedited, with a 20-day 
time frame for an answer. 

Through Ahrend, he has 
asked Moreno to impose a 
temporary restraining order 
that prevents Parker, McCa-
rt and Dashiell from con-
ducting county business or 
returning to their offices.

Rasmussen wants the 

restraining order in place 
until the quo warranto deci-
sion has been made. 

Commissioner Steve 
Parker said it’s an “affront” 
to the people that the gov-
ernment leaders they elect-
ed are now unable to fulfill 
their duties. He said many 
projects and programs are 
now stalled, including the 
award of $1 million or more 

of federal stimulus dollars 
to businesses that are strug-
gling due to Gov. Jay Inslee’s 
mandates to stop spread of 
the COVID-19 virus. 

 The economic shutdown 
has left many retailers and 
service providers on the 
edge of closure, so it is vital 
to get CARES Act funding 

RaeLynn Ricarte
Statesman-Examiner
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Spokane judge 
asked to consider 
two actions to bar 
commissioners 
from returning to 
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Although Backyard 
Market didn’t open 
officially until April, 

seeds of inspiration for the 
produce store have been 
planted for many years.

Bill and Kathryn Kemp 
have owned and operated 
the Picture Peddler in Elk 

since 2003. The property 
has two buildings on the 
main section, with a house 
in the back. 

In 2013, the residence 
was bought by Travis Ly-
man; a few years later, Bill 
Kemp tried vegetables from 
Lyman’s small garden. 

Noticing the difference 
in taste from grocery store 
produce and recognizing 

the community’s need for 
fresh food options, a small 
farm was started in 2019. 
The business began prelim-
inarily as the “Produce Ped-
dler,” before opening under 
the new name four months 
ago.

One of the buildings on 
the property has been home 

Editor’s note: This is the 
second of a multi-week series 
to highlight community 
members 
who serve 
others, but 
may not get 
the recog-
nition they 
deserve. If 
you would like to nominate 
someone to be featured, email 
editor@statesmanexaminer.

Michael Brock
Deer Park Tribune

Seeds of inspiration

See MARKET, Page A5

A Red Admiral butterfly enjoys a perch on some flowers at a wildlife area east of Loon Lake.
Photo by Taylor Newquist

Bikers gear up for 
annual 9/11 ride

See RIDE on Page A2

Wellpinit man pleads 
guilty to attempted 

assault by strangulation

A Wellpinit man plead-
ed guilty in Stevens Coun-
ty Superior Court last 
week to second-degree at-
tempted assault by stran-
gulation of a long-time 
female friend who refused 
to have sex with him. 

Duane Comeslast, 42, 
was sternly lectured by 
Judge Patrick Monasmith 
at the Aug. 25 hearing for 
referring to his abuse as 
“negligence.”

The victim in the case 
sustained bruises and lac-
erations to her face that 
caused her left eye to be 
nearly swollen shut, ac-
cording to court reports.

She also had bruising 
on her left calf and on 
the front of her left an-
kle, as well as both sides 
of her right bicep. Police 
took photos of several red 
scratches on her neck and 
chest and a dime-sized 
bruise on her throat. 

“Our lives are based on 
choices and the judgments 
people make on us are 
about choices ! and the 
choices you’ve made seem 
very poor,” Monasmith 
told Comeslast prior to 
sentencing him to about 
47 months in prison. 

The judge took um-

brage with Comeslast’s 
statement that he took re-
sponsibility for his actions 
after learning that the de-
fendant had 19 children 
by nine different woman 
that he was not financially 
supporting.

“To suggest you’ve 
taken responsibility for 
anything seems to be far-
fetched,” said Monasmith.

Comeslast is also facing 
federal charges after be-
ing arrested last year for 
cyber stalking a juvenile, 
according to information 
released in court.

Stevens County Depu-
ty Prosecutor Kyle Treece 
told Monasmith that 
Comeslast was looking 
at 51-60 months if found 
guilty of that crime, but 
he did not know if the po-
tential sentence would run 
concurrently or consec-
utively with the county’s 
sentence.

“This is the beginning 
of the process to close the 
two cases out,” said de-
fense attorney Tim Trag-
eser, who practices out of 
Spokane. “I’m glad we’re 
finally finishing this and 
moving forward.” 

Treece told Monasmith 
that Comeslast was 
originally charged  with 

RaeLynn Ricarte
Statesman-Examiner
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RaeLynn Ricarte photo
Tracy Brechbiel, left, and John Horton hold new flag. 

It has been 19 years since terrorist attacks on 
the East Coast by Islamic extremists killed near-
ly 3,000 Americans ! and three area veterans 
groups are providing a way for people to pay 
their respects.

The annual 9/11 Memorial Ride is being 
hosted this year by American Legion Post 9 in 
Spokane, in partnership with Post 47 in Colville 
and Post 54 in Chewelah. 

“It is important to remember the  emergency  
responders who answered the call on that 
tragic day, as well as the sacrifices made by  

RaeLynn Ricarte
Statesman-Examiner

Michael Brock photo
Travis Lyman, left, Bill Kemp and Seth Walser. Lyman and Kemp started the Produce Peddler last year; this April, they opened under a 
new name—Backyard Market—with Walser as manager.

RUSTLERS
GULCH
WILDLIFE AREA

SEE PAGE B1
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Corrections

In last week’s article 
about how Republic cit-
izens view police chief 
Loren Culp’s gubernato-
rial candidacy, it was in-
correctly stated that his 
wife was “Joy,” who is his 
sister-in-law, instead of 
“Barbara.” In the interest 
of not having Culp ac-
cused of polygamy by the 
opposition campaign, 
the Statesman hastens to 
set the record straight. 
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Ride
Continued from Front Page

The Northeast Tri Coun-
ty Health District saw an 
uptick of COVID-19 cases 
after Fourth of July gather-
ing and are concerned about 
potential spread of the virus 
during the Labor Day week-
end.

“The message to carry 
forward is that people need 
to keep gatherings small 
and social distance,” Matt 
Schanz, administrator of 
the health district, told the 
Colville city council last 
week.

He said frequent hand-
washing and sanitizing sur-
faces in public places also 
needed to continue, as did 
wearing face coverings in 
public. 

He said health officials 
were diligent about contract 
tracing to find out where 
an infection had originated 
and to test anyone who had 
been exposed.

“Our goal is to keep that 
virus in a box,” said Schanz. 

As of press time Monday, 
there were 124 confirmed 

positive COVID-19 cases in 
Stevens County, 25 in Fer-
ry County and 55 in Pend 
Oreille County, for a total 
of 204 cases. There has been 
one death to date  and that 
occurred in Stevens County.

The first case among the 
homeless population had 
recently been found, said 
Schanz. 

The rate of new cases 
per 100,000 of population 
is 54.9 in Stevens County, 
which Schanz said does not 
meet the goal of 25 cases 
per 100,000. 

Overall, Schanz said 
Washington as a whole was 
seeing a “plateau” in new 
cases, which was a hopeful 
sign that guidelines to re-
duce spread of COVID-19 
were working.

“I've got just a glimmer of 
good news,” he said, point-
ing out that Washington's 
rate of new cases, at 48 per 
100,000, was well below the 
national average of 98 per 
100,000. 

“Washington, as a whole, 
is headed in the right direc-
tion,” he said. “To us, that 
speaks to how successful we 

can be in controlling spread 
of the virus.” 

On Monday, the state re-
ported  that 1,473,245 tests 
had been given, which re-
sulted in 74,635 confirmed 
cases. There have been 
1,915 deaths and 6,763 hos-
pitalizations. 

Schanz said if more 
testing was done and the 
numbers of new cases still 
continued to decline, that 
would indicate the crisis 
was coming to an end. How-
ever, that is not what is oc-
curring at the moment, so 
he urged caution in people 
resuming regular activities.

It is likely that there will 
be another surge of cases 
in school settings where 
students are meeting with 
teachers. He also saw the 
potential for more cases 
when migrant workers be-
gan working in apples or-
chards. 

“We are trying to make 
sure they all have adequate 
protections,” he said. “I 
think the conditions we 
have in Colville are really 
good. People know each 
other and how to work with 

each other.” 
He said the health district 

was also collaborating with 
potential childcare provid-
ers, such as churches,  to 
try to fill the gap created 
by having students learn-
ing from home, which was 
difficult for some working 
parents. 

It was important to get 
workplace protocols in 
place, said Schanz, because 
the regular cold and flu sea-
son are coming. He said the 
health district was available 
to meet with employers to 
go over these options and 
make recommendations.

It has been a struggle 
to keep up with all the de-
mands on the district staff, 
he said, but there had been 
positive news on that front. 
He said the state appears 
poised to allocate $60 mil-
lion in federal stimulus 
funds to assist health dis-
tricts in smaller population 
centers that have not re-
ceived direct payments.

Plus, he said it looked as 
though another $124 mil-
lion could be disbursed to  
counties and cities across 

Washington, providing an-
other infusion of funding. 

Councilor Anne Lawson 
told Schanz that she was be-
ing told by constituents that 
masks and social distancing 
were not effective and were 
actually causing harm.

“I find that I am so dumb-
founded by that point of 
view, I'm unable to re-
spond,” she said.

Schanz said he could pro-
vide resources showing the 
benefits of all the measures 
mandated by Gov. Jay Inslee 
in minimizing transmission 
of the disease.

He said the virus is spread 
by respiratory droplets so 
masks can contain the po-
tential spread. He said six 
feet of distance is the min-
imum space that people 
should be apart to avoid 
spreading droplets to oth-
ers. For that reason, he said 
Inslee had limited the size 
of groups.  “This virus likes 
to be in gatherings,” said 
Schanz.

For more information, 
call the health district at 
509-684-1301 or visit www.
netchd.org. 

NETCHD warns of holiday COVID uptick 
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military families afterward,” 
said John Horton, an Army 
veteran and event organizer 
from Post 47. 

About 90 American Le-
gion Riders and other bik-
ers will gather at 8 p.m. 
on Saturday, Sept. 12, in 
the parking lot of Super 1 
Foods in Colville, said Tra-
cy Brechbiel, an Air Force 
veteran who is president of 
the Legion Riders group in 
Colville.

“There is a saying that, 

'’Those who cannot remem-
ber the past are doomed to 
repeat it,’ so we need to nev-
er forget,” he said. 

Bikers will take off from 
Super 1 at 9:11 a.m. and 
travel east to Main Street 
where they invite people 
to pay their respects to the 
fallen by bringing flags to 
wave as they pass. The en-
tourage turns onto Haw-
thorne Street and then rides 
east to Silke Road and north 
to Highway 20. There is a 
scheduled stop at Beaver 
Lodge for a short ceremony 
and refreshments before the 
group journeys to Cusick 
and then turns right onto 
West Calispel Road and 

then Flowery Trail Road 
into Chewelah.

A lunch prepared by Post 
54 will be waiting for the 
travelers, who can then ride 
with Post 9 back to Lone 
Wolf Harley-Davidson in 
Spokane, which is the end 
of the line.

The memorial ride takes 
place each year on the Sat-
urday closest to 9/11 so 
more people can partici-
pate. Those who want to 
join the ride can show up 
and enjoy donated donuts 
and coffee before the group 
takes off, said Horton. 

However, if they wish 
to contribute $25 to Tues-
day's Children to help the 

families of 9/11 victims, 
they can receive a T-shirt 
to commemorate the ride. 
All proceeds go to the 
charitable organization. 
To pre-register, contact Ron 
Shoonover at schoondog@
gmail.com.

This year, the ride guards, 
who block off intersections 
so the group can travel safe-
ly through intersections will 
be displaying a new flag.

Brechbiel said the flags 
for the six guards denote the 
importance of remembering 
the single deadliest terrorist 
attack in history and the 
single deadliest incident for 
firefighter and law enforce-
ment in the history of the 

United States. 
On Sept. 11, 2001, 343 

firefighters were killed try-
ing to save lives at the Twin 
Towers in lower Manhattan, 
New York, and 72 law en-
forcement officials fell. 

The U.S. and its allies 
went to war in the Middle 
East following the attacks, 
and there have been 2,372 
troop deaths in Afghanistan 
and about 1,600 civilian 
contractors have been killed 
.Another 20,320 troops 
have been wounded. 

In Iraq, the U.S. has lost 
4,424 troops and 31,952 
have been wounded. 

Active duty troops remain 
in both countries. 

distributed as quickly as 
possible, he said. 

Money not used by the 
end of October returns  to 
the U.S. Department of the 
Treasury, so time is of the 
essence to get decisions 
made and the funds out the 
door, said Parker.

“This lawsuit has been 
going on for a year and  half 
and we have been conduct-
ing business for the people 
all that time, so it’s astound-
ing that the prosecutor has 
now decided that we have to 
be out of office before the 
judge has even finished de-
ciding matters in this case,” 
he said. 

“These actions by the 
prosecutor show his vin-
dictiveness. You can’t tell 
me this is all in the name of 
justice. What he is doing is 
harmful, it is  creating chaos 
in the county’s functions.”

Rasmussen said after 
Moreno ruled two weeks 
ago that the commissioners 
and their bonding company 
were liable for unconstitu-
tional gifting of $130,326 
in public funds, state law 
requires their offices to be 
vacated.

Moreno will decide on 
Sept. 25 whether the com-
missioners should pay inter-
est on the money they have 
since repaid to the county, 
as well as Ahrend’s attorney 

fees. She has already ruled 
that the commissioners 
cannot use public funds to 
cover the fees they pay to 
Kirkpatrick and Startzel, 
the Spokane firm represent-
ing them. 

Rasmussen said people 
tend to align themselves 
with  one party or the oth-
er when something like this 
happens, but the case has 
gone beyond the point of 
personalities. He said More-
no’s ruling established that 
something illegal had oc-
curred and his subsequent 
actions are what the law 
now requires. 

“In all this, the truth 
about what this is all about 
sometimes gets obscured,” 
he said. “It is not about per-
sonalities or motives. 

“This is about the illegal 
gifting of public money by 
corrupt officials to private 
entities. It about violations 
of the law and the consti-
tution. It is about holding 
people accountable for their 
conduct. It is about wheth-
er or not anyone is above 
the law. The wheels of jus-
tice turn slowly but they do 

keep turning.”
 The commissioners’ legal 

team has taken the stance 
that Moreno’s latest ruling 
is not the final judgment 
in the case, so Rasmussen 
should take no action until 
after the next hearing.

“We are being threatened 
with a gross misdemean-
or penalty if we return to 
work, but this case is still 
ongoing !  there are still a 
lot of things to be decided,” 
said Parker. “I know it has 
been the prosecutor’s intent 
to get us out of office all 
along, but he is moving too 
soon to get there. How can 
causing this level of chaos 
be justice?”

Last week, Rasmussen 
sent a letter to all depart-
ment heads encouraging 
them to keep operations 
going without the commis-
sioners at the helm.

He advised them to make 
decisions that they deemed 
necessary to fulfill their re-
spective duties, and to con-
sult with him about any le-
gal questions. 

Rasmussen also sent 
the commissioners a no-

tice that Moreno’s decision 
about the unconstitutional 
gifts had triggered RCW 
42.12.020, which lists eight 
reasons why an elective of-
fice should be vacated. Pro-
vision 8 applies in this case, 
he said, because it states 
that a vacancy shall occur; 
“Whenever a judgment 
shall be obtained against an 
incumbent for breach of the 
condition of his or her offi-
cial bond.” 

Rasmussen said he had 
not choice but to after it 
was determined that the 
commissioners had violat-
ed their oath to uphold the 
constitution and the pledge 
of their bond to lawful-
ly and faithfully discharge 
their duties. 

He points to a unanimous 
state Supreme Court deci-
sion last May as the basis 
for his argument to move 
ahead with the removal of 

the commissioners. 
The case of Christopher 

Denney versus the city of 
Richland shows that a sum-
mary judgment, such as the 
one Moreno signed against 
the commission, can consti-
tute a final judgment, said 
Rasmussen.

He said the current case 
is unprecedented in mod-
ern history. He said the last 
time an entire board was 
removed was in 1939 when 
the Whatcom County Com-
missioners were found to 
have acted illegally.

Rasmussen filed the law-
suit to recover three expen-
ditures from the county’s 
homelessness funds be-
tween 2015 and 2018. He 
took action after the state 
auditor  determined the  ex-
penditure of $130,326 on 
two private projects was not 
allowable by state law or the 
constitution. 

County
Continued from Front Page
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Spokane Superior Court Judge 

Maryann Moreno granted a tem-
porary restraining order last week 
that prevents the Stevens County 
Commissioners from showing up 
at the office or otherwise con-
ducting business.

She said the decision about 

whether to permanently vacate 
the officers of Wes McCart, Steve 
Parker and Don Dashiell will be 
made at a hearing on Friday, Sept. 
25, when a couple of money mat-
ters will  also be decided.

“I tend to believe the event that 
tripped the vacancies was finding 
an unconstitutional gifting of pub-
lic funds because that violated the 
bonds,” she said of her ruling in 
late August. 

Surety bonds are a type of insur-
ance to protect taxpayers against 
liability from decisions made by 
government leaders. Without 
them, elected officials cannot 
serve. 

The commissioners, through 
their attorney Alison Turnbull 
from the Spokane firm of Kirkpat-
rick & Startzel, argued that their  
elected offices were not vacated 
because there had been no final 

decisions in the case, which would 
be appealable.

“If there’s been no judgment 
entered, there’s no basis for a re-
straining order and they have full 
authority to do their job,” said 
Turnbull. 

Moreno  said she was granting 
the restraining order so the busi-
ness of Stevens County citizens 

Commissioner calls 
case a ‘virtual 
beheading,’ but 
prosecutor says 
judge is delivering 
justice for illegal 
gifting of funds

RaeLynn Ricarte
Statesman-Examiner

See COUNTY, Page A2

Photo by RaeLynn Ricarte
A log truck driver was cited for 15 violations after the second trailer of the rig dumped a load of logs at Country Chevrolet Buick. See full story, Page A4.

Second local 
virus death 
reported 

RaeLynn Ricarte
Statesman-Examiner

Washington Gov. Jay Ins-
lee drew fire from guberna-
torial challenger Loren Culp 
for refusing to face off in a 
televised debate and has fi-
nally agreed to participate if 
they are in separate rooms.

The debate will be broad-
cast from 8 to 9 p.m. on 
Wednesday, Oct. 7, at the 
Olympia headquarters of 
TVW, the state’s govern-
ment affairs channel. It will 
air statewide on major TV 
outlets. 

“It’s not really a debate, it’s 
more like a Zoom meeting,” 
said Culp, who wanted Ins-
lee in the same room, which 
he said could be done safely 
with social distancing mea-
sures. 

Inslee, a Democrat, indi-
cated he did not want to be 
in the same space with his 
Republican challenger be-
cause Culp doesn’t wear a 
face mask. The governor has 
criticized Culp for holding 
large rallies across the state 
in which many participants 
do not wear masks or stand 
at least 6-feet apart. 

The Washington Demo-
cratic Party has portrayed 
Culp as “dangerous and irre-
sponsible on public health.” 

Culp contends that Inslee 
should constitutionally have 
advised his constituents 
about the health issues asso-
ciated with the COVID-19 
virus and then let them ex-
ercise their right as free peo-
ple to choose how to best 
protect their families. 

“I am not anti-mask, I 

wear one when I go into a 
business that requires them,” 
said Culp. “I just don’t be-
lieve that it’s the governor’s 
role to tell people what to 
wear and what not to wear. 
If we are to remain free we 
can’t allow one person to de-
cide whether or not we have 
civil rights.”

When it appeared that 
Inslee would not agree to a 
debate, Culp worked with 
supporters to get messag-
es out that highlighted the 
differences between the two 
camps on a Culp for Gover-
nor channel on YouTube.

He points out that Inslee 
operates with an “arrogant” 
double standard, which in-
cludes his stance on face 
masks. 

In June, the governor in-
voked his First Amendment 

right to not wear a mask at 
a press conference. He has 
also supported large un-
masked groups gathering to 
protest police brutality and 
racial injustice, and then 
condemned people gather-
ing to protest his unilateral 
edicts.

“He pretends that be-
ing in the same room with 

me !even if we are 50 feet 
apart ! will just be too 
dangerous, but we all know 
that’s not the real reason,” 
said Culp. “He doesn’t want 
to be confronted in person 
about his endless abuse of 
emergency powers that have 
destroyed businesses and 
devastated our economy.”

The debate pits Culp, who 

is the police chief of Repub-
lic in Ferry County and a 
first-time candidate, against 
Inslee, a two-term governor 
and former congressman 
who has spent much of his 
life as a politician. 

Moderators will deter-
mine what questions are 
asked, said Culp, and will 

Culp, Inslee face o! in 
televised Oct. 7 debate
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Stevens County has had a second 
death from COVID-19 and health 
district officials reported Monday 
that  new eight cases emerged over the 
weekend in two counties.

The Northeast Tri County Health 
District did not provide information 
about where the person who died of 
COVID-19 resided. The news release 
said only that the patient had been 
hospitalized and there had been a de-
lay in reporting the death to verify that 
it was caused by the virus. 

“This saddening news is a sobering 
reminder that the effects of the virus 
are not the same for everyone and 
not everyone will recover,” wrote the 
health district. “By doing our part and 
taking necessary precautions, we can 
help protect our family, friends and 
loved ones.”

Staff at the health district offered 
their heartfelt condolences to the fam-
ily and friends of the person who was 
lost to the disease. 

Over the weekend, the health  

See HEALTH, Page A9
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The following rulings 
were handed down last 
week by Stevens County 
District Court Judge Gina 
Tveit:

• Dallas M. Garner, $443 
fine, one day jail and 12 
months probation for Neg-
ligent Driving in the first 
degree.

• Jennifer L. Cole, $558 
fine, six months supervised 
probation for Criminal 
Trespass in the second de-
gree.

• Karla R. Judd, $43 fine, 
six days iail converted to 
community service for Igni-
tion Interlock-Tamper.

• Jason A. Wood, $763 
fine, 12 months supervised 
probation for Assault in the 
fourth degree. 

• James Pratt, $1,595 
fine, five days jail converted 
to community service, 24 
months supervised proba-
tion for Reckless Driving.

• Brandon Johnston, 
$1,290 fine, one day jail, 24 
months supervised proba-
tion for Negligent Driving 
in the first degree.

•Matthew Hamilton, 
$1,111 fine, restitution, six 
days jail converted to com-
munity service, 24 months 
supervised probation for 
Driving Under the Influ-
ence.

• Donovan Bray, $493 
fine, 120 days jail for No 
Contact Order Violation. 
Also,  $508 fine, 120 Days 
jail, no contact order viola-
tion.

• Jade L. Wynn, $843 
fine, one day jail converted 
to community service, 12 
months supervised proba-
tion for Negligent Driving 
in the first degree.

• Michael Vogan, $843 
fine, one day jail converted 
to community service, 12 

months supervised proba-
tion for Negligent Driving 
in the first degree.

• Mickeal C. Schell, $293 
fine, one day jail converted 
to community service for 

Operating Vehicle without 
Interlock Device.

• Stacey J. Baker, $1,093 
fine, one day jail, 12 months 
supervised probation for 
Negligent Driving in the 

first degree.
• Mathew R. Parlet, $58 

fine, 30 days jail, for Assault 
n the fourth degree, Resist-
ing Arrest and Obstruct ion 
of a police officer. 
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be in a separate studio than 
he or Inslee. The candi-
dates will be isolated in 
separate offices on another 
floor, which they can access 
through separate entrances.

“We are in an unprec-
edented moment and, to 
ensure a safe and responsi-
ble debate, the Washington 
State Debate Coalition pre-
sented this format and our 
campaign agreed to it,” said 
Inslee campaign spokesman 
James Singer in a recent me-
dia report.

During the debate, Culp 
said all cameras will be re-
mote controlled and time 
cues will be displayed elec-
tronically, meaning no staff 
or guests will be in the room 
with the candidates.

All staging will be com-
pleted at least four hours 
before the candidates arrive, 

and the studio and offices 
will be sanitized with an al-
cohol-based sanitizer prior 
to, and after, each event.

“At least we won’t be in 
HAZMAT suits,” said Culp.

The WSDC was founded 
by the Seattle CityClub in 
2016 as a coalition of media 
outlets and educational and 
other institutions to sponsor 
debates for major statewide 
political races.

Culp said the group is 
supposed to be nonpartisan 
but he is prepared for the 
deck to be stacked on the 
liberal side. He views the 
U.S. and state constitutions 
as his guide and said that 
he won’t enforce or com-
ply with laws that violate 
those principles. For that 
reason, he was the first law 
enforcement official in the 
state to publicly declare that 
he would not enforce gun 
control laws brought by the 
passage of Initiative 1639 in 
2018.

“Hopefully the questions 
are substantive,” he said. 
“We need to discuss when 
Inslee’s emergency powers 
expire, and why he has been 
mostly silent on lawbreak-
ing by violent Antifa thugs.

“We need to talk about his 
push for gun control in light 
of the fact that Democrats 
are moving to defund po-
lice departments and people 
are growing more and more 
worried about their ability 
to protect their families.”

Culp said the debate 
also needs to discuss the 
financial crisis in the state 
budget that was created by 
Inslee’s mandates, and how 
law-abiding business owners 
are being sanctioned or driv-
en into bankruptcy for de-
fying his directives to feed 
their families. 

“These widespread shut-
downs are a destructive 
overreach of governmental 
authority,” he said. 

What is almost certain 

to be discussed, said Culp, 
is Inslee’s stated belief that 
the wildfires plaguing the 
Northwest are caused by 
climate change, which was 
the cornerstone of his failed 
presidential candidacy in 
2019 and remains a big fo-
cus of his public service. 

A couple weeks ago, Ins-
lee said Culp, who believes 
the fires are caused by for-
est mismanagement, should 
“wake up and smell the ros-
es” because “the wages of 
not following the science 
are loss.” 

“I do not deny that the 
climate changes,” said Culp. 
“But we do need to take a 
scientific look at why these 
catastrophic fires are mostly 
occurring on public lands 
that are filled overstocked 
and diseased stands of trees 
and not on private timber 
land.

“This state is on fire be-
cause of mismanagement 
and Inslee doesn’t get a free 

pass by blaming it on cli-
mate change. Even liberal 
Hilary Franz, commission-
er of public lands, has been 
asking for more money to 
clean up forests but Demo-
crats in the legislature and 
Inslee haven’t given it.” 

He said likely voters who 
are undecided about how to 
mark ballots in the Nov. 3 
general election should take 
time to watch the debate be-
cause it will showcase two 
differing ideologies. 

“Well, there is one plus ! 
we are not even going to be 
in the same room so Inslee 
is unlikely to offer me an ap-
ple,” joked Culp.

He was referencing the 
governor unknowingly 
bringing apples infected 
with maggot larvae from the 
executive garden in Olym-
pia to fire ravished commu-
nities in Eastern Washing-
ton.  In the state, bringing a 
homegrown apple from west 
to east is a misdemeanor, al-
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could resume.
“This is not an everyday 

occurrence,” she said. 
In fact, only one other 

case exists in Washington 
where an entire elected 
board was removed from 
office. That situation oc-
curred in 1939 in Whatcom 
County after the commis-
sion was found to have act-
ed illegally.

Moreno signed the re-
straining order requested 
by George Ahrend, a Moses 
Lake attorney by Stevens 
County Prosecutor Tim 
Rasmussen to handle the 
case. 

He wanted the temporary 
order in place to resolve the 
issue until the case wrapped 
up so federal stimulus dol-
lars could be disbursed to 
area businesses and other 
business conducted. 

He said if the commis-
sioners made decisions 
while their right to office 
was in dispute, it could 
result in later challenges 
about whether or not they 
had the authority to act. 

“It's a privilege to serve, 
not a right,” he said. “Vacan-
cy is a matter of public pol-
icy when an official violates 
the office.”

He reiterated that state 
law required the commis-
sioner offices to be vacated 
when Moreno found them 
liable for misspending tax-
payer dollars. 

After the judge issued the 
restraining order, Rasmus-
sen said county employees 
were advised that the com-
missioners could no lon-
ger enter the courthouse 
or their offices across the 
street. Nor could they ac-
cess to the county's email 
or phone systems, or draw 
a paycheck ! until further 
order of the court. 

If the commissioners try 
to return to work, they can 
be cited for a gross misde-
meanor, according to Ras-
mussen. 

“What happened here 
proves the principle that 
no one is above the law and 
people can be held account-
able no matter who they 
are,” he said.

Also to be decided Fri-
day is Ahrend's request that 
the commissioners cover 
all or part of his attorney 
fees and pay interest on the 
$130,000 in homelessness 
funds that they have already 
repaid. 

Moreno has ruled that the 
commissioners cannot use 
public funds to pay their 
own legal costs.

The lawsuit was brought 
by Rasmussen against the 
commissioners after they 

made three payments to 
two private projects out of 
the homelessness fund be-
tween 2015 and 2018.

That fund is the county’s 
share of fees paid, such as 
for a title, and is to be used 
to get people off the street 
and into transitional or per-
manent housing. 

The commissioners con-
tend that the private parties 
they assisted were displaced 
from permanent housing 
and met the definition of 
homeless. 

The state auditor dis-
agreed and determined the 
expenditures were unallow-
able gifts of funds. 

When the results of 
the Sept. 15 hearing were 
reported on the States-
man-Examiner's Facebook 
page, Dashiell posted the 
following comment: “The 
virtual beheading is almost 
complete.

“The prosecutor has 
achieved his goal through 
an illegitimate action which 
was never in order for an au-
dit finding that was against 
Stevens County, not against 
the Commissioners. 

“The judge is convicting 
us for a crime we were nev-
er charged with. Hope the 
county does not suffer yet 
again for his personal, hate-
ful actions.”

Rasmussen said he did 
not understand what was 
“illegitimate” about a civil 

lawsuit because it is a mech-
anism afforded all citizens 
to seek justice.

“The state auditor and 
now the judge have said that 
what the commissioners 
did was not constitutionally 
correct,” he said. 

“The law and the consti-
tution matter; those are the 
rules we live by. By those 
rules, you cannot gift public 
funds to private individuals.

“When elected officials 
abuse the power given them, 
the same law that gave them 
authority and power when 
they were elected removes 
that authority and power, 
and removes them from of-
fice. 

“The fact that Mr. 
Dashiell won't accept that 
law reveals the thinking that 
got them into this problem 
in the first place.

“The judge has removed 
from them the power to act 
as commissioners because 
they did not respect the 
law.”

McCart, a Republican, 
is seeking re-election to 
his Position 1 Seat and 
trounced his Democratic 
opponent, Michael Bell, in 
the Aug. 4 primary. 

Because the situation is 
unprecedented, is unknown 
whether McCart will be 
able to get a new bond to 
serve if he is re-elected in 
the Nov. 3 primary.

Parker lost his re-election 

bid to Position 3 in the pri-
mary and would have left 
his office at the end of the 
year. 

Facing off for Parker’s po-
sition in the Nov, 3 general 
election is Greg Young, a 
Republican, and Malcolm 
Friedman, who claims no 
political affiliation.

Dashiell was re-elected in 
2018 and still has two years 
remaining in Position 2.

The Stevens County Re-
publican Party is standing 
by to select three names 
for each position if Moreno 
decides on Friday that the 
commissioners cannot re-
turn to office. Those names 
will be turned over to Gov. 
Jay Inslee, who will appoint 
two individuals, who will 
select the third. 

Two of the appointees 
will step down at the end of 
the year to allow the win-
ners of the election to take 
over. 

A special election will be 
held next year for Dashiell's 
post, if vacated.

“This has been a long, 
difficult and expensive pro-
cess, but defending free-
doms, enforcing laws and 
thereby seeking justice is 
never easy or cheap. ” said 
Rasmussen.

“I have been doing my 
job by defending freedom; 
the freedom of the people 
to have leaders who will re-
spect and follow the law.” 

District Court
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Photo by Taylor Newquist
Fritz the misbehaving elf, scouts out town from atop Colville Mountain. He’ll be up to no good in the coming weeks so stay tuned for reports of his antics.
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Anthony Jones, 36, of Kettle Falls 
pleaded guilty last week to third-de-
gree assault, which wrapped up the 
summer shooting case tied to his wife's 
extramarital affair.

“This is the west, but it's not the 
Wild West, so picking up a weapon is 
not the way to resolve a conflict,” said 
Stevens County Prosecutor Tim Ras-
mussen of the incident.

He agreed to the plea deal because 
the circumstances of the case would 
have made it difficult to get a jury con-
viction for first-degree attempted mur-
der, the original charge against Jones. 

Jones told investigators that he did 
not intend to shoot the male victim in 
the left thigh during their altercation 
on July 10; that he had been aiming 
away from him.  

His wife could have claimed spousal 
immunity under the law and, so,  could 
not be called against him as a witness, 
which added another complication to 
the case. 

“I think, punishment wise, since he 
has been in jail several months, he is  
getting what he deserves,” said Ras-
mussen. 

Man pleads 
guilty in 

‘Wild West’ 
shooting

RaeLynn Ricarte
Statesman-Examiner
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Inslee orders 
second state 
shutdown

With the number of positive 
COVID-19 cases on the rise again in 
the state and country, Washington 
Gov. Jay Inslee announced a series of 
statewide restrictions on Sunday that 
will remain in effect until Dec. 14.

“We’re facing a third wave that is 
trending to be more dangerous than 
any we have seen before,” he said 
during the press conference.

“Inaction here is not an option. We 
have to take bold, decisive action and 
we are doing that today.”

On Saturday, a record 2,286 positive 
COVID-19 cases were reported in the 
state, while average daily cases have 
doubled in the last two weeks.
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John Wayne aficionado given gift

Dr. Robert Gumm has been described as 
the “Alex Trebek of John Wayne movies,” so 
a group of community members who wanted 
to thank him for his work on behalf of area 
veterans had no trouble deciding on a gift.

On Veterans Day, Gumm was awarded a 
Winchester Model 94 John Wayne Com-
memorative Lever Action Carbine by a 
group of community members who wanted 
to thank him for his service to veterans. 

Gumm had been lured by his wife, Carrie, 
to Brown Boyz Ohana Eatery after the Nov. 
11 ceremony at the courthouse with the 
promise of a hot and delicious lunch with 
family. They were accompanied by their 
daughters, Joelle Gregersen, Aubrey Ste-
phens and Natalie Gumm, and two grand-
children. 

When they arrived at the restaurant, a 
small group was waiting to greet Bob, who 
said his wife never gave even one clue that 
anything unusual was going on. 

“I can't believe you guys surprised me like 
that,” he said, greeting the friends and veter-
ans who had assembled for the impromptu 
ceremony.

Included in the group was state Sen. Shel-
ley Short and her husband, Mitch, who 
chairs the Stevens County Republican Party, 
state Rep. Jacquelin Maycumber and Stevens 

County Commissioner Wes McCart.
Maycumber said Gumm's hard work was 

paying off with military families getting the 
compensation and benefits that they de-
served. He was hired in January as the Veter-
ans Service Officer for Stevens, Ferry, Pend 

Oreille and Lincoln counties.
Without that assistance, Maycumber said 

statistics show that about 24% of veterans do 
not receive the services they have earned.

RaeLynn Ricarte photo
Bob Gumm, veteran service officer for Stevens, Ferry, Pend Oreille and Lincoln counties, is presented 
with a Winchester Model 94 John Wayne Commemorative Lever Action Carbine by son-in-law Matt 
Stephens during a surprise party in his honor on Veterans Day. 

RaeLynn Ricarte
Statesman-Examiner
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Dr. Bob Gumm receives a commemorative ri!e in a surprise move to thank him for service to vets

Burrows chosen for county seat
Washington Gov. Jay Inslee has 

appointed Chewelah Police Chief 
Mark Burrows to fill the District 2 
seat on the Stevens County Com-
mission.

“Serving the citizens of Wash-
ington is a real privilege and I hope 
you find this to be a rewarding ex-

perience,” wrote Inslee in a Nov. 13 
letter to Burrows. “Thank you for 
your willingness to join me in serv-
ing the people of Washington, and 
congratulation on your appoint-
ment.” 

Burrows, , 56, has been in law en-
forcement for 30 years and said he 
threw his name in the hat for con-
sideration because he was ready for 
a new challenge. 

“Life has some funny twists and 
turns,” he said of becoming a polit-
ical figure in his next career. 

Inslee did not name anyone to 
the District 3 seat because Greg 
Young, supervisor of the local jail, 
was elected on Nov. 3 to fill that 
position. 

He, Burrows and Wes McCart, 
who just won a third term in office, 
will be sworn in and, because of the 

special circumstances, take office 
on Nov. 23, the day the election is 
certified.

The Stevens County Republi-
cans had, as required by law, sent 
two lists of three nominees for 
each district to Inslee on Nov. 12. 
The governor was tasked with ap-
pointing one individual for each 

Chewelah Police Chief 
Mark Burrows has 
been appointed by Gov. 
UÁű�HĢŉěää�őĩ�ƈěě�őĂä�
vacated District 2 seat 
on the Stevens County 
Commission. He takes 
ĩƆÚä�ĩĢ�aĩŪ͕�̖̕

RaeLynn Ricarte
Statesman-Examiner
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Michael Brock
Deer Park Tribune



Nov. 9, 2020 A4Statesman-Examiner

BUSINESS

It’s almost Thanksgiv-
ing. And although 2020 
may have been a difficult 
year for you, as it has been 
for many people, you can 
probably still find things 
for which you can be 
thankful – such as your 
family. How can you show 
your appreciation for your 
loved ones?

Here are a few sugges-
tions: 

• Invest in your chil-
dren’s future. If you have 
young children ! or even 
grandchildren ! one of 
the greatest gifts you can 
give them is the gift of ed-
ucation. You may want to 
consider contributing to a 
higher education funding 
vehicle.

• Be generous. Do you 
have older children, just 
starting out in life? If so, 
they could well use a fi-
nancial gift to help pay off 
student loans, buy a car 
or even make a down pay-
ment on a home. 

You can give up to 
$15,000 per year, per re-
cipient, without incurring 
gift taxes. 

Of course, you don’t 
have to give cash – you 
might want to consider 
presenting your children 
with shares of stock in 
companies they like. 

• Review your insurance 
coverage. If you weren’t 
around, it would leave 
some gaping holes – fi-
nancial and otherwise – 
in the lives of your family 
members. That’s why it’s 
essential you maintain ad-
equate life insurance. Your 
employer might offer a 
group plan, but it may not 
be sufficient to meet your 
needs. 

There’s no magic for-
mula for determining the 
right amount of coverage, 
so you’ll have to consider 
a variety of factors: your 
age, spouse’s income, 
number of children and 
so on. 

Also, you may want to 
consider disability insur-
ance ! if you were un-

able to work for a while, it 
could cause a real problem 
for your family’s finances.

• Preserve your finan-
cial independence. When 
your children are young, 
you take care of them. But 
you certainly don’t want 
them to have to do the 
same for you ! so it’s es-
sential you maintain your 
financial independence 
throughout your life. 

You can do this in at 
least a couple of ways. 
First, consider investing 
regularly in your 401(k), 
IRA and other retirement 
accounts. 

The greater your re-
sources during your retire-
ment years, the less you 
may ever need to count on 
your family. 

And second, you may 
want to protect yourself 
from the devastating costs 
of long-term care, such as 
an extended nursing home 
stay.

A financial professional 
can suggest a strategy to 
help you cope with these 
expenses.   

• Create an estate plan. 
To leave a legacy to your 
family, you don’t have to 
be wealthy !but you do 
need a comprehensive es-
tate plan. 

You’ll have to think 
through a lot of questions, 
such as: Have I named 
beneficiaries for all my as-
sets? How much do I want 
to leave to each person? 
Do I need to go beyond a 
simple will to establish an 
arrangement such as a liv-
ing trust? 

For help in answering all 
these issues, you’ll want to 
work with an attorney.

By making these moves, 
you can show your loved 
ones, in a tangible way, 
how much you value them 
! and that can help you 
keep the spirit of Thanks-
giving alive all year long.  

— This article was written by 
Edward Jones for use by Ron Eck, 
ORFDO�ȦQDQFLDO�DGYLVRU�

Ideas for thanking 
your family
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All Weather Guys
Thomas Carpenter, left, and Kimo Morrison keep an eye on the barbecue outside Brown Boyz Ohana Eatery where teriyaki beef was being 
grilled, despite snowfall and cold temperatures. Morrison and his wife Nicole own the Hawaiian-style restaurant at 576 N. Wynne St., 
in Colville, and Carpenter is co-owner of the Copper Bowl, which is currently closed due to Gov. Jay Inslee’s restrictions on business 
operations to reduce spread of the COVID-19 virus.

district within a month. The 
two officials he chose were 
then supposed to select the 
commissioner for District 1. 
McCart topped the Repub-
lican list for that district as 
did Burrows for District 2 
and Young for District 3. 

However, because an elec-
tion had just taken place, In-
slee selected only Burrows, 
who replaces Don Dashiell. 
Because Dashiell had two 
years left on his four-year 
term, a special election for 
that district will take place 
next year. 

“The public sets high 
professional and ethical 
standards for those in pub-
lic office, and if we want 
to maintain their trust and 
support, we just always 
meet or exceed those stan-
dards,” wrote Inslee to Bur-
rows. 

“This means we serve to 
the highest of ethical prin-

ciples and place the public’s 
interest above any personal 
or private interest.”

The three commission 
seats were vacated following 
a late August ruling by Spo-
kane Superior Court Judge 
Maryann Moreno that they 
had wrongfully gifted pub-
lic funds to two private 
housing projects.

That judgment violated 
the bonds they needed to 
continue serving. 

The local Republican 
Party was then tasked with 
finding replacements. A 
conference was held in Oc-
tober to interview candi-
dates and vote on the nomi-
nees for each district.

An interim commission 
of county elected officials, 
chaired by Stevens Coun-
ty Sheriff Brad Manke, was 
given permission by Inslee 
to handle budgetary and op-
erational concerns until the 
new board was ready to roll.

“We’re glad the governor 
filled the one position but it 
would have been nice if he 
had just named Greg as well 

so they could have chosen 
Wes and we could have had 
an active commission this 
week,” said Mitch Short, 
chair of the local Republi-
can Party. 

Burrows said he has nev-
er held a public office be-
fore so he will be on a steep 
learning curve for the first 
months in office. 

“I don’t know enough 
about all the particulars to 
really say much about what 
to expect,” he said. 

Burrows said a good 
working relationship with 
Manke and other law en-
forcement officials will help 
him stay abreast of public 
safety needs.

Like Young and McCart, 
Burrows believes that the 
aging county jail needs to be 
replaced, but said he needs 
to further research the mat-
ter before suggesting how 
that be done.

He grew up in a ranch-
ing and farming family and 
held a logging job before 
entering law enforcement 
in 1991. He sees the agri-

cultural and timber indus-
tries as important economic 
drivers in the county that 
need to be supported.

“Those things will be of 
particular interest to me,” 
he said. 

Burrows has overseen a 
police department with five  
officers and staff, and a ca-
nine officer named “Rebel.” 

He and his wife, Lavonne, 
have been married 37 years 
and have three grown sons, 
two in Alaska and one in Se-
attle. They have six grand-
children and one on the 
way.

Burrows is an Air Force 
veteran who served as a 
weapons specialist on ad-
vanced fighter aircraft. He 
said it is also important for 
the county to do whatever it 
can to take care of its mili-
tary families.

He has budget experience 
and has worked on improv-
ing departmental cohesive-
ness and morale, as well as 
efficiency ! all of which he 
believes will be beneficial in 
his new role. 

“We are today in a more 
dangerous position than 
we were in March when our 
first stay-at-home order was 
issued,” Inslee said. 

“Due to the combination 
of the extent of this virus ! 
which is now throughout 
the state and the nation ! 
and because of the situation 
we are heading into [with] 
the winter months.”

If left unchecked, he add-
ed, the virus will result in 
overburdened hospitals, 
prolonged economic devas-
tation and an untold num-
ber of deaths. 

It will also prevent “peo-
ple from receiving routine 
but necessary medical treat-
ment because of the stresses 
our hospitals will be under.”

The governor said Wash-
ington was “largely success-
ful relative to other states” 
in the spring because it act-
ed early and had the bene-
fit of the warmer summer 
months, when more events 
are held outdoors. 

He referred to the indoors 
as the virus’s “home arena.”

“The time has come to re-
instate some of the restric-
tions on activities statewide 
to preserve our wellbeing 

and to save lives,” Inslee 
said. 

“Now, the choices we are 
announcing today are not 
easy ones, I can tell you 
that. But I do believe they 
are the right choices given 
the threat that we face.”

Most of the restrictions 
went into effect last Mon-
day evening, while the 
restaurant modifications 
took effect at 12:01 a.m. to-
day, Nov. 18.

 Exempt from the new re-
strictions are all K-12/high-
er education, health care 
and childcare, which will 
continue following current 
guidance.

According to the guid-
ance page for the proclama-
tion, found on Gov. Inslee’s 
website, “From midnight 
on Monday, November 16 
through Monday, Dec. 14, 
all counties in Washington 
rollback to the restrictions 
outlined below.”

Indoor social gath-
erings: Prohibited with 
anyone from outside your 
household, unless they (a) 
quarantine for 14 days be-
fore the gathering; or (b) 
quarantine for seven days 
before the gathering and re-
ceive a negative COVID-19 
result less than 48 hours be-
fore the gathering.

Outdoor social gather-
ings: Limited to five people 

from outside your house-
hold.

In-store retail (includ-
ing grocery stores): Lim-
ited to 25% indoor capacity. 
Common seating areas and 
indoor food courts must 
close.

Restaurants/Bars: In-
door dine-in service is 
closed for restaurants and 
bars. To-go orders and out-
door seating is still allowed, 
however table size is limited 
to five people.

Fitness facilities and 
gyms: Indoor operations 
are closed. Outdoor fitness 
classes are still allowed, but 

may not exceed five people 
from outside your house-
hold as they are considered 
outdoor social gatherings.

Religious Services: Lim-
ited to 25% indoor occu-
pancy limits, OR less than 
200 people, whichever is 
fewer. 

According to the release: 
Congregation members/
attendees must wear facial 
coverings at all times and 
congregation singing is pro-
hibited. 

No choir, band, or ensem-
ble shall perform during the 
service. 

Vocal or instrumental so-

loists are permitted to per-
form, and vocal soloists may 
have a single accompanist. 

Outdoor services must 
follow the Outdoor Dining 
Guidance, applicable to the 
structure or facility.”

Professional Services: 
Close offices to the public 
if possible/mandate em-
ployees to work from home 
when possible. Offices that 
remain open are limited to 
25% indoor capacity.

Personal Services: This 
includes cosmetologists, 
cosmetology testing, hair 
stylists, barbers, estheti-
cians, master estheticians, 
manicurists, nail salon 
workers, electrologists, per-
manent makeup artists, tan-
ning salons, and tattoo art-
ists. These establishments 
are limited to 25% indoor 
capacity.

Weddings and Funerals: 
Ceremonies are allowed, 
but are limited to 30 people. 
Indoor receptions, wakes or 
similar gatherings in con-
junction with such ceremo-
nies are prohibited.

Long-term Care Facili-
ties: Outdoor visits are al-
lowed. Indoor visits are not 
allowed, however excep-
tions for an essential sup-
port person or end-of-life 
care are permitted.

Youth and Adult Sport-
ing Activities: Indoor ac-

tivities as well as all contests 
and games are not allowed. 

Outdoor activities are 
limited to only intra-team 
practices, as long as all 
coaches, volunteers and ath-
letes wear facial coverings.

Bowling centers: Indoor 
service is closed.

Movie theaters: Closed 
for indoor service. Drive-in 
movie theaters are still al-
lowed.

Museums/Zoos/Aquar-
iums: Closed for indoor 
service.

Real Estate: Open hous-
es are prohibited.

Miscellaneous venues: 
These include convention/
conference centers, desig-
nated meeting spaces in a 
hotel, events centers, fair-
grounds, sporting arenas, 
nonprofit establishment, or 
a substantially similar ven-
ue). 

All retail activities and 
business meetings at any 
of these venues are strictly 
prohibited. 

Only professional train-
ing and testing that cannot 
be performed remotely, as 
well as all court and judicial 
branch-related proceedings, 
are allowed.

Occupancy in each meet-
ing room is limited to 25 
percent of indoor occu-
pancy limits or 100 people, 
whichever is fewer.
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Five arrested in Newport homicide case
Statesman-Examiner

"e Pend Oreille County 
Sheri# ’s O$ce and Newport 
City Police recently made  
%ve arrests in connection 
with a homicide investigation 
related to the disappearance 

and death of Jason Fox, 19, of 
Newport.

Riley Hillestad, Ma&hew 
Raddatz-Freeman, Claude 
Merri& and Kevin Belding 
have all been arrested and 
charged with %rst degree mur-
der and %rst degree kidnap-

ping. Sean Bellah has been  
charged with providing false 
or misleading statements.

Fox was reported missing 
on Sept. 16 and his remains 
were found on Oct. 4. A med-
ical examiner determined the 
cause of death to be blunt 

force trauma to the head. 
"e investigation is still un-

derway and the Pend Oreille 
Sheri# ’s O$ce has declined 
to provide further details. 

Fox’s family has public stat-
ed they believe he was killed 
because he was bisexual. 


