
By JEFF CLEMENS
For the Observer

It’s been almost 13 years since 
the Great Gale of 2007 ravaged 
the coastal Pacific Northwest with 
strong winds, punishing rainfall, and 
left some residents in the dark for 
days. Uncertainty remains, but the 
region is currently in the bullseye for 
a similarly strong wind storm later 
this week.

The storm is associated with 
severe tropical storm Atsani that 
hammered part of the northern Phil-

ippines on Nov. 6.
Current forecast models have the 

storm arriving late in the evening 
on Nov. 13, bringing strong winds, 
large coastal waves and heavy rain-
fall. It is expected to have a low pres-
sure between 968 and 973 millibars, 
nearing the 952 millibars reading 
from 2007.

“It’s going to put us into a unique 
situation, because we know it’s 
going to be stormy, and we know 
it’s going to be fairly widespread,” 
Pacific County Emergency Man-
agement Agency Director Scott 
McDougall said. “We know we are 
going to have significant issues with 
big swells. In conjunction with the 
high surf, we are going to see a fairly 
significant tidal anomaly.”   

Tidal flooding is possible in Ray-
mond and on beach approaches. 

People should expect dangerous 
conditions on beaches. 

“There is considerable uncer-
tainty regarding this storm, so let’s 
wait until Wednesday before getting 
our hopes up,” University of Wash-
ington meteorologist Cliff Mass said 
Nov. 9. “This is a very difficult fore-
cast depending on getting not only 
the intensity of the storm right, but 
its exact path.”

Mass said low-pressure system’s 
intensity “would be associated with 
very strong winds (50-70 mph at 
least) plus big waves.”

The National Weather Service 
in Portland said Tuesday in a spe-
cial statement there is growing con-
fidence about impacts that could 
last a punishing two days, includ-

ing widespread power outages due
to fallen trees and other debris. Resi-
dents are urged to begin preparations
now ahead of the storm and to have
enough food, water and other neces-
sities in case the power goes out.

“This is potentially a significant
storm event, but [it’s still early] and
the models aren’t in enough agree-
ment to say specifically [what]
is going to happen,” McDougall
said. “I sent out an email to county
employees suggesting [since] many
people are going to have the day off
on Wednesday that it’s an excellent
opportunity … to make it a day of
preparation.”

Visit www.weather.gov/portland
for forecast updates, which will be
shared at www.chinookobserver.com.
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By BRANDON CLINE
Chinook Observer

SOUTH BEND — The U.S. 
encountered its most grim phase of 
the covid-19 pandemic last week, 
as case counts soared and the coun-
try surpassed 10 million confirmed 
cases of the virus. The same can be 
said of Pacific County, as 37 new 
cases were announced over the past 
week and the first known workplace 
outbreak in the county since the 

pandemic began eight months ago.
At least 12 workers at an uniden-

tified seafood processing plant 
in the county have tested posi-
tive for covid-19. These cases of 
workplace-related exposure to the 
virus were announced on Nov. 6, 
when the Pacific County Health 
and Human Services Department 
announced 28 newly confirmed 
cases, by far the most new cases the 
department has announced in just a 
single day.

In response to the sea-
food-worker outbreak, the county 
health department held two test-
ing events in both north and south 

county last week for the plant’s 
employees, according to Stepha-
nie Michael, health manager for the 
Pacific County Health and Human 
Services Department. Michael said 
the department is currently working 
through the company’s safety plan 
to ensure it is in compliance with 
required safety practices.

New cases piling up

Along with the workers of the 
processing plant who tested posi-
tive for covid-19, an additional 28 
newly confirmed cases were also 

County hit by 1st workplace outbreak
Record-high 37 cases 
reported in past week

CANVA/TOWNNEWS.COM CONTENT EXCHANGE

Over 51 million people worldwide have contracted the novel coronavirus as of 

Nov. 10, according to the Johns Hopkins Coronavirus Resource Center. Nearly 

1.3 million have died.

NOVEMBER’S COAST RIVER
BUSINESS JOURNAL VISITS
GEARHART CRANBERRY FARM

By BRANDON CLINE
Chinook Observer

SOUTH BEND — Voters 
blessed the Pacific County Board
of Commissioners status quo last
week, as a pair of incumbents
were reelected to their seats for
another four years.

Frank Wolfe, the two-term
Democratic incumbent for the
commission’s peninsula-based
seat, fended off a challenge
from Libertarian candidate Dan
Driscoll to win a third term in
office. With just a handful of bal-
lots left to count, according to the
Pacific County Auditor’s Office,
Wolfe leads Driscoll by a mar-
gin of about 2.7% — 50.8% to
48.1%, or 347 votes.

In a letter to the editor pub-
lished in this week’s issue of the
Observer, Wolfe thanked those
who supported his campaign and
said he hopes he won’t often dis-
appoint voters during his upcom-
ing term.

“We are truly all in this
together, and together we can
make a difference,” Wolfe said.

In the other seat on the
county commission up for elec-
tion, Republican incumbent Lisa
Olsen defeated Democratic chal-
lenger Darrell Moudry to secure
a second term on the board.
Olsen leads Moudry by a mar-
gin of roughly 9.4% — 54.6% to
45.2%, or 1,266 votes.

In a statement to the Observer,

By LUKE WHITTAKER
Chinook Observer

NASELLE — A promising future 
is under construction at the 
Naselle Fish Hatchery.

The initial part of a three-phase over-
haul at the facility is expected to reach the 
finish line later this week with completion 
of new sediment ponds.

“It’s the first major rebuild,” said 
Naselle Fish Hatchery Specialist John 
Larson as he observed construction on 
Nov. 9. “On Thursday [Nov. 12] we’re 
supposed to do tie-ins where all of our 
water is flowing here. We’re getting close 
to phase 1 being finalized.”

Long-needed work
The ambitious Naselle Hatchery rebuild 

started around June, Larson said. It was the 
beginning of things to come for the aging 
hatchery first constructed in 1979. The new 
upgrades will allow the facility to operate 
more efficiently while fixing the problems 
that have plagued it in the past.

“The new facility will have more avail-
able rearing space,” he said. “We’ll be 
able to spread the fish out throughout the 
summer and give them less stress which 
should help them with disease issues with 
the warm water we’ve experienced here on 
the Naselle.”

Battling warm-water issues during the 
summer months has been an on-going 

problem.
“Below 60 degrees is ideal,” Larson 

said. We’ve been experiencing highs in the 
upper 70s and low-water temps in the mid-
60s, which is less than ideal.”

Fluctuating water temperatures impact 
species differently.

“The coho and steelhead were 
impacted most because they’re here all 
summer,” he said. “They’re in the hatch-
ery about 18 months. The Chinook and 
the chum are just here a short time, so 
they don’t struggle with the water temps. 
The Chinook struggle with it when they 
return.”

Voters 
retain 
veteran 
county 
leaders
Hickey ousts 
incumbent
in PUD race

See Election, Page A8

See Covid, Page A7

Winds rivaling Great Gale of 2007 possible Friday

NWS

A potent storm system packing a low 

pressure 960 hPa — an intensity usually 

confined to the Gulf of Alaska — is 

expected to be in our vicinity this Friday.

Hatching 21st century plans:
Naselle facility stepping up for salmon

LUKE WHITTAKER

Fish Hatchery Specialist 4 John Larson, stands next to the aging infrastructure inside the pump house on Monday, Nov. 9 at the Naselle Hatchery. 

The pump house, constructed in 1979, is planned to be replaced as part of phase 2 of the hatchery overall.
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Ruth Forder
OCEAN PARK — Ruth 

Forder, of Ocean Park, Wash., 
died on Nov. 4, 2020 at the 
age of 79. Arrangements are 
by Penttila’s Chapel by The 
Sea, Long Beach.

Patricia Grotting
ILWACO — On Oct. 

30, 2020, Patricia Grotting, 
77, died in Ilwaco, Wash. 
Arrangements are by Pent-
tila’s Chapel by The Sea, 
Long Beach.

PORTLAND — Mrs. 
Mary Louise Simonelli, 
105, died Oct. 22, 2020 in 
Portland, Oregon. Mary 
Louise was born Feb. 14, 
1915, in Portland. Her par-
ents were Harold and Lou-
ise (Emmons) 
Smith. She gradu-
ated from Frank-
lin High School 
in Seattle in 1933. 
Mary Lou was 
the granddaugh-
ter of one of the 
original founders 
of Ocean Park, 
Washington.

Mary Lou 
is survived by her sons, 
Kim (and wife Judy) Sim-
onelli and Noel (and partner 
Donna) Simonelli. She is 
also survived by her cousin, 
Margaret Lusk Framm of 
California, two nieces, one 
nephew, many grandchil-
dren and great-grandchil-
dren. She is preceded in 
death by her loving hus-
band Romeo (Si) Sim-
onelli; her brother Amedee 
Mellier Smith Sr. (and wife 
Audrey); and her sister Vir-
ginia Smith Keeler.

She and Romeo (Si) 
Simonelli was married in 
1941 in Raleigh, North Car-
olina while Si was further-
ing his education and train-
ing with the Navy.

She was a proud mother 
and Navy wife. Taking her 
role as a mother seriously 
she surrounded her chil-
dren with love and fam-
ily while her husband was 
deployed in both WWII and 
the Korean War. When they 
were stationed in Hawaii, 
she took her role as an offi-
cer’s wife seriously, and was 
known for hosting many 
dinner parties, welcoming 
all and making many mem-

ories along the way.
After retiring from the 

Navy, Si worked for Boe-
ing and they settled in Bel-
levue, Washington. After 
her husband retired from 
Boeing, they became snow-

birds wintering in 
Arizona and sum-
mering in Ocean 
Park. While liv-
ing in Arizona 
she became an art 
docent at a local 
museum and was 
an avid hiker. She 
enjoyed history, 
whether it was her 
own family gene-

alogy or American History.
When her husband 

passed away, she moved 
to Willamette View Retire-
ment Community in Port-
land where she would often 
be found taking classes 
that inspired her or volun-
teering in their library. She 
often would say that the 
day she died is the day she 
would stop learning, inspir-
ing many family members 
to follow their dreams and 
passions. She enjoyed visit-
ing her home in Ocean Park 
and traveling which allowed 
her to take many cruises 
with friends. Two cruises 
she spoke fondest of was a 
historical cruise up the Mis-
sissippi River and the other 
one was to see the glaciers 
in Alaska. She enjoyed clam 
digging, long walks on the 
beach, reading, and enjoy-
ing family time.

A private burial and cel-
ebration for Mary Lou’s 
life will be scheduled at a 
later date at the cemetery 
in Ocean Park, Washing-
ton. Additional stories and 
condolences may be shared 
at www.crowncreamation-
burial.com.

DEATH NOTICES

Mary Lou Simonelli
OBITUARY

announced by the county 
health department over the 
past week.

Four of those cases were 
announced in the morning 
on Nov. 10, just before the 
Observer’s print deadline. 
An additional eight cases 
have been deemed as proba-
ble and are awaiting further 
confirmation.

The new cases vary by a 
slew of metrics, including 
age, gender and how the indi-
viduals were believed to be 
exposed to the virus. Of the 
33 new cases:

• Ten of the individuals 
are age 20 or younger; one is 
between 20 and 30; eight are 
between 30 and 40; seven are 
between 40 and 50; four are 
between 50 and 60; four are 
between 60 and 70; and three 
are between 70 and 80.

• Nineteen of the individ-
uals are females and 18 are 

males.
• Thirteen of the cases 

are linked to workplace 
exposure; 11 are linked to 
a positive household case, 
including some cases that 
are connected to the work-
place exposure cases; five 
are linked to out-of-county 
travel; two are linked to holi-
day parties; two are linked to 
social interactions; two are 
undetermined at this time; 
one is linked to a medical 
screening; and one is linked 
to an out-of-county visitor.

So far, according to 
Michael, none of the individ-
uals that comprise the new 
batch of cases have required 
hospitalization as of Nov. 9. 
Pacific County has had eight 
hospitalizations and three 
deaths attributed to the coro-
navirus since the beginning 
of the pandemic.

With 42 cases currently 
active and being monitored 
by public health nurses, 
Pacific County’s total count 
has risen to 159 cases. Some 

72 cases, 45% of the overall 
total, have come since Oct. 1 
alone.

On Nov. 6, Wahkiakum 
County announced its 12th 
covid-19 case. The indi-
vidual is in self-quarantine 
and is symptomatic. Clat-
sop County has recorded 293 
cases since March, of whom 
243 have recovered, one was 
hospitalized and the others 
are convalescing at home.

As of Nov. 9, Washington 
state had 118,570 confirmed 
covid-19 infections, includ-
ing 2,460 deaths and 9,031 
hospitalizations.

Vaccine trial results 
promising

On Nov. 9, the pharma-
ceutical company Pfizer 
announced that a corona-
virus vaccine it has devel-
oped with German biotech-
nology firm BioNTech was 
deemed to be more than 90% 
effective at protecting peo-
ple from the virus, according 
to an interim analysis of the 
vaccine’s ongoing trial.

The positive news means 
that the companies could 
apply for an emergency appli-
cation from the Food and 
Drug Administration after 
the third week of November, 
following the conclusion of 
the 44,000-person trial that 
could come as soon as later 
this month. The FDA review 
of the trial’s data is expected 
to take a few weeks, and if all 
goes well the vaccine could 
have initial doses ready by 

next month, perhaps enough
for 25 million people.

These initial doses will
likely be available only to
select groups, such as health
care workers and people
at high-risk of developing
severe complications if they
contract the virus. The com-
panies hope that they can
produce enough doses for
up to 650 million people in
2021. Several other compa-
nies are also in late-stage tri-
als with their coronavirus
vaccines.

In Washington, the state
Department of Health has
been working on a covid-
19 vaccine distribution plan
since late summer. Earlier
this month, the state opened
enrollment for its Covid-19
Vaccination Program, which
coordinates health care pro-
viders’ enrollment into the
federal vaccination program.

An interim version of the
state’s vaccine distribution
plan was released in Octo-
ber, following a request from
the Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention for states
to release preliminary plans.
The state’s plan emphasized
its priority of ensuring equi-
table distribution of the vac-
cine when it becomes avail-
able, and identifies health
care workers, high-risk first
responders, long-term care
facility residents and people
at risk of developing a severe
case of the virus as those who
could be the first in the state
to receive a vaccine.

Covid
Continued from Page A1

Let there be water

Harnessing water from 
nearby Crusher Creek and 
the Naselle River is essen-
tial for the hatchery, and the 
addition of new sediment 
settling ponds will provide 
water with less sediment 
and a better overall environ-
ment for raising salmon.

“We didn’t used to have 
the ability to settle river 
water,” Larson said. “Com-
ing into the pump house it 
went into the old distribu-
tion box before being fed 
out to the ponds. With the 
rebuild before we put it 
into the distribution box, 
we can run it through a set-
tling pond, thus settling a 
lot of heavy material before 
it gets into the pond. It will 
decrease the load on vacu-
uming and dirty water flow-
ing to the fish. We can also 
then muck it out of there 
during the clean time with a 
tractor, which is a whole lot 
better than vacuuming all of 
the sediment out.”

A new pipeline will pull 

about the same amount of 
water.

“We don’t want to exceed 
our water right of 15 CFS 
(Cubic feet per second) and 
50 CFF from the Naselle,” 
Larson said.

From ponds to 
raceways

The current half-acre 
rectangle-shaped ponds will 
be replaced with more effi-
cient and contemporary 

‘raceways,’ Larson said.
Over the years, soil set-

tling and shifting has caused 
the aging half-acre ponds 
to sag in spots and split at 
some seams. Dead spots 
were throughout, all issues 
that will be addressed with 
the new raceway design.

“In the new facility, we’ll 
replace the three half-acre 
ponds with smaller 10x100 
raceways. We’ll have 30 
10x100 raceways and four 

20x200 raceways,” Larson
said.

“We’ll have more
usable rearing space,” he
said. “They’re narrow and
straight, so that way the
water flows through them
better. The problem with
the half-acres is there are a
lot of dead spots. It was the 
technology of the late 70s.”

The new ponds are antic-
ipated to help reduce a bac-
terial disease that has deci-
mated that hatchery.

“One of our big strug-
gles in our big ponds is bot-
ulism. In the 10x100’s we 
shouldn’t have that prob-
lem,” he said. “We’ll be
able to keep the fish health-
ier which should improve
our return.”

Having more space for
fish in the summer will
reduce stress and produce a
stronger overall stock, Lar-
son said.

“I’m most excited about
producing a higher-quality
fish that has an even higher
survival rate. If we can have
less problems in the sum-
mer, I think we can produce 
a better product with better
returns,” he said.

Hatchery
Continued from Page A1

LUKE WHITTAKER

Heavy equipment operators work Monday, Nov. 9 at the Naselle 

Hatchery. Phase one of the hatchery rebuild is anticipated to 

conclude this week.
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
Please check to see if services are offered via Zoom, or Facebook, or other options.

Stay connected! Please be sure to reach out to your church family and friends if you are in need.

NASELLE

CHINOOK AND PENINSULA

ASTORIA

EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH OF CHINOOK ELCA
Worship Sundays, 11AM. ALL Backgrounds are Welcome – 
no need to be Lutheran! Please join us as we seek to do God’s 
work with/for the community and world in Christ’s name. 
(360)777-8416; 767 Hwy 101, Chinook. God cares for You!

FAMILY WORSHIP CENTER
A Bible based Christian Church of the Assemblies of God in 
Ocean Park now with 2 options for Sunday services! Please 
join us for Sunday worship at 11:00 am either on Facebook 
Live (search for Family Worship Center Ocean Park) OR in-
person in our sanitized sanctuary with Pastor Don and Pastor 
Brenda. We are conveniently located near the Ocean Park Fire 
Dept. at 26310 Ridge Ave. Do you need gently used clothing 
or linens for you family? Tabitha’s Closet, a free clothing 
ministry, is open every 3rd Saturday from noon to 2:00 pm.  
For more information, please call (360) 777-3717, or check 
out our website at http://www.FamilyWorshipCenterOP.com 
or email PastorDon@FamiyWorshipCenterOP.com.

LIGHTHOUSE OF GLORY
Pastor Coty A. Grote. Sunday: Morning Worship and children’s 
church at 10:00 a.m.; evening praise gathering at 6:30 p.m.; 
Tuesday nights 7pm Bible study. Ministering to the sick at 
every available service. Hwy. 101 at Cherry Street, Chinook.  
777-8373.

NEW BEGINNINGS FELLOWSHIP
Sunday Morning Worship at 11:00 a.m. (Potluck meal the 
third Sunday of each month) and Wednesday evening Bible 
Study at 6 p.m. Come and join us. Everyone is welcome! Ev-
eryone deserves a New Beginning. 2711 252nd Street, Ocean 
Park. For more information call Don Williams at 360-244-2940. 
Check our our Facebook page “New Beginning Fellowship.”

OCEAN BEACH CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP
Ocean Beach Christian Fellowship is a body of believers 
desiring to know the Lord Jesus Christ and to make Him 
known.  Join us this Sunday at 9 am or 10:30 am for Bible 
based, Christ centered teaching. Learn about God’s gracious 
love for you. Guitar led, contemporary Christian worship. 
Children’s ministry also available. After service fellowship 
meals twice a month. Midweek service at 7 PM on Thursdays. 
We are located in Seaview at 1311 37th Pl. Contact us at 
360-642-1344 or www.oceanbeachfellowship.org. 
We are a Calvary Chapel fellowship.

DESTINY FRIENDS CHURCH
Destiny Friends Church (Evangelical Quaker) is open and en-
gaged in safe worship practices...complete with masks and social 
distancing! Laughter. Prayer. Bible. Friendship. Our service begins 
at 6 pm on MONDAYS at the Long Beach Grange Hall, Lower 
Level. All are welcome, casual attire, friendly atmosphere. For 
more information, contact Dan Burns at: 503-440-5387, visit our 
website at: www.destinyfriendschhurch.org , or check out our 
Facebook page at: www.facebook.com/destinyfriendschurch

OCEAN BEACH PRESBYTERIAN
A church with a warm welcome, a growing faith in Jesus 
Christ, and a purpose to serve.  Sunday worship begins 
at 11:00 a.m., via Zoom.  A link for the Zoom gathering, 
followed by a virtual coffee hour, is available by contacting 
Ocean Beach Presbyterian Church on Facebook Messenger.  
Messages can also be left for Pastor Greg Ikehara-Martin by 
telephone at 360-642-3115.

OCEAN PARK COMMUNITY CHURCH
OPCC, founded in 1947, is a Bible-believing fellowship; you 
are invited to join us, as we celebrate our risen Savior and 
Lord, Jesus Christ. 268th & Vernon/Box 247. Ocean Park, WA. 
SUN. Bible class 9:45 a.m. Morning Worship 11:00 a.m. MON. 
Ladies Bible Study 10 a.m. TUES. Men of the Cross 7:00 a.m.  
Other home groups: For info call (360)-665-4548.
 Village Missionary-Pastor, Marty Cole

OCEAN PARK LUTHERAN CHURCH, ELCA
24002 U St., Ocean Park, WA 98640. 360-665-6344. 
 All are welcome to worship Sundays online @ 9:30a.m. Join 
us at www.oceanparklutheran.org
We are also celebrating drive-thru communion on Sundays 
from 10:30-11:30 a.m. 
“Practicing the love of Christ, we open our doors (in creative 
ways) to nourish, clothe and shelter all of God’s children.”

LOWER COLUMBIA WORSHIP GROUP QUAKERS
QUAKER MEETING - Every Sunday morning at 11:00 a.m., 
the Lower Columbia Worship Group gathers for unpro-
grammed worship at the Ilwaco Community Center, 158 
First Avenue North, Ilwaco. We are affiliated with North 
Pacific Yearly Meeting of the Religious Society of Friends. 
Visit our website www.lowercolumbiaquakers.org for more 
information or contact us at lowercolumbiaquakers@gmail.
com. All are welcome here.

PACIFIC BIBLE CHURCH
We broadcast our service live on Facebook at 10:30 AM.
Come join us for practical Bible teaching, contemporary 
worship music, and a great family atmosphere. We are 
a non-demoninational family church located on the hill 
across from Black Lake in Ilwaco near the hospital. We have 
a youth group from 6:30 PM to 8:30 PM on Wednesday 
nights for 5th through 12th grade students. We have a 
church bus so if you need a ride please call the church 
office. Come experience the love of God at Pacific Bible 
Church! We are located in Ilwaco, WA at 501 N Hwy 101 
(501 1st Ave N). Call 360-642-4844 for more information. 
pacbible.org 

PENINSULA BAPTIST CHURCH
Located one mile south of Ocean Park at: 23802 Pacific 
Highway 103. Join us Sunday Mornings at 10 AM for a 
relaxed worship gathering centered on the good news 
of Jesus. Check out our Sunday adult and children’s live 
streamed services at 10 AM on Facebook & YouTube. 
Information on adult Bible studies and other small groups 
are available by calling the church office at 360-665-5050. 
Check out our website: www.peninsulabaptist.church for 
information and resources.

PENINSULA CHURCH OF CHRIST
Sunday Morning Worship at 10:30 a.m. Call us for informa-
tion on midweek Bible study. Come and join us and learn 
more about Christ and His love for us. 7709 Sandridge Rd., 
Long Beach. For more information please call 642-7036 or 
642-2114. www.peninsulachurchofchrist.com

PENINSULA CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE
A body of believers who love God, love others, and proclaim 
Christ! Sunday worship is at 9:15 AM and 10:45 AM. Services 
also on Facebook and YouTube. Visit www.peninsulanaz-
arene.org for more information. Women’s Bible Study on 
Tuesdays at 1:00 PM and General Bible Study on Wednesday 
at 6:30 PM. We are following CDC/Health Department 
guidelines for COVID: masks are required. Located at 1301 
Pacific Ave North, Long Beach, WA 98631. 360-642-4520. 
Pastor Fred & Pastor Karen Humber 

ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH, LCMS
Sunday Service, temporary start time is 8:45 a.m. 
Peninsula Church Center, 5000 “N” Place, Seaview. For 
addtional information stjohnseaview.org or please call 
congregation office 360-642-3115 

ST. MARY PARISH
We are a multicultural community, one with the Roman Catholic 
Church, united in worship, in love and service. Friday Mass: 9 am  

Adoration/Reconciliation: 5 pm Saturday Mass: 9 am • Mass: 5 pm 
Please call to register for Mass 360-642-2002 or email
st.maryseaview@gmail.com. We are located at 48th & Pacific Hwy. 
Seaview, WA.  Priest Administrator FR. Zevier H Arockiam, H.G.N. 
(Herald of Good News) www.stmarysv. org, 360-642- 2002,
st.maryseaview@gmail.com

ST. PETER’S EPISCOPAL
Worship and Celebrate God’s Love with us! Receive God’s 
Word and Holy Communion each Sunday at 9 a.m. We are 
God’s family, welcoming everyone home. Come as you are 
... Leave different. Serving you, the Rev. Richard Loop, Vicar. 
See you Sunday at the Peninsula Church Center, 5000 ‘N’ 
Place, Seaview.  642-3115. www.stpetersseaview.org

NASELLE ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Located at 278 Knappton Road
Pastor Kyle Higginbotham. Sunday School begins at 
10a.m.; Sunday morning worship at 11a.m.;  Youth 
Ministries on Tuesdays at 7 p.m.  For more information 
call (360)484-3747. 

NASELLE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH ELCA
Worship Sundays, 9AM. ALL Backgrounds are Welcome - 
no need to be Lutheran! Please join us as we seek to do 
God’s work with/for the community and world in Christ’s 
name. (360)484-3826; 308 Old Knappton Rd, Naselle. 
God cares for You!

PACIFIC UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST 
FELLOWSHIP OF ASTORIA
11/15 Rev. Denise Cawley. 
Is God Transgender? 
Gender identity, pronouns and a continuum of gender 
are topics on our minds as we explore renewing our 
Welcoming Congregation status. While these might seem 
like newer concepts, they are old ideas. The fluid gender of 
God in ancient literature and within our own human phys-
iology. How do other belief systems look at gender and 
how do we hold information that is new to us while also 
welcoming people of many gender identities into our spir-
itual homes? How does care of our gender non-binary and 
transgender UU’s reflect our dedication to justice, equity 
and compassion? Zoom Links are sent out to members in 
the Monday newsletter and again on Sunday mornings. 
Alternate:  join.zoom.us Meeting ID and Password: 
available from president@pacuuf.org.
To join by telephone, call 1 253 215 8782 or 1 301 715 
8592  Meeting ID and password obtained by joining 
our email list.
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By PATRICK WEBB
For the Observer

Sometimes the world’s most vulnerable 
critters need a helping hand from a guard-
ian angel.

Meet Annie Allenback.
The Long Beach woman leaped into 

action when she learned of a family of baby 
bunnies that had lost their mother in a dog 
attack.

The U.S. Coast Guard veteran, who has 
worked in myriad fields since leaving the 
service years ago, drew on her experience 
running goat and cow dairies to bottle-feed 
them and nurture them back to health.

At a time when the world continues to be 
turned upside down by the pandemic, and 
the nation divided 
by the election, 
the positive news 
brought the com-
munity together as 
the rescue and its 
aftermath played 
out on the Friends 
of the Long Beach 
Peninsula Face-
book group’s web 
page.

The page, care-
fully adminis-
tered by Penin-
sula resident Frank 
Lehn, intention-
ally focuses on the 
positive.

People reading 
the posts the past 
couple of weeks 
had some fun. Sandi 
George labeled Allenback a “bunny angel.” 
Cortne Stricker added that the rabbits were, 
“adorable. You are such a good person with 
a very big heart.”

“What a fine bunny momma you are!” 
posted Kathy Lueker Pearson as she thanked 
Allenback for posting regular online 
updates. “They’re so cute.”

Allenback prefers to stay out of the lime-
light, although she was an emotional guest 
speaker describing her PTSD experiences 
exactly a year ago when the Long Beach 
community marked Veterans Day at an 
event hosted by the American Legion and 
the Elks Lodge.

But for this occasion, she was happy to 
recount her role.

The first major biography of 
Julia Butler Hansen, the legend-
ary congresswoman from Cath-
lamet, has been published by 
Legacy Washington, the oral his-
tory program of the Office of the 
Secretary of State.

“Julia Butler Hansen, A trail-
blazing Washington politician,” 
was written by John C. Hughes, 
Legacy Washington’s chief his-
torian. Hughes became a reporter 

for The Aberdeen Daily World 
in 1966 as Hansen was poised 
to become the most powerful 
woman in Congress. The first 
female chairman of a House 
appropriations subcommit-
tee, she controlled billion-dol-
lar budgets. Her purview was the 
Department of the Interior and 
Related Agencies, including the 
U.S. Forest Service, the Fish & 
Wildlife Service, the Bureau of 

Indian Affairs and the Bureau of 
Land Management.

“In the 1960s, three Washing-
ton politicians were household 
names: ‘Scoop,’ ‘Maggie’ and 
Julia,’ ” Hughes writes. “The two 
U.S. senators — Henry M. Jack-
son and Warren G. Magnuson — 
had known Julia since their days 
together as Young Democrats in 
the 1930s. In the beginning, I 
always called her ‘Mrs. Hansen,’ 
but after a few years she said, 
‘Call me Julia. Everyone else 
does!’ That was absolutely true in 
the sprawling 3rd Congressional 

District filled with loggers, mill 
workers and fishermen.” Colum-
nists and editorial writers dubbed 
her “The Duchess of Cath-
lamet,” “The Sage of Wahkiakum 
County,” “The Little Old Lady in 
Logging Boots” and “Mrs. High-
ways.” At one point, her district 
stretched from the Strait of Juan 
de Fuca to the Columbia, and 
from the Pacific to the Cascades. 
“She was a get-things-done Dem-
ocrat even Republicans could 
vote for.”

By LUKE WHITTAKER
Chinook Observer

Part 2 in a series

NASELLE — The Naselle Hatch-
ery has been “making salmon” for 
decades but has never before been 

so much at the forefront of rearing Chinook 
salmon popular with humans and orcas alike.

“We raise 1.2 million normal-time coho, 
200,000 late-time coho, 5 million Chinook, 
500,000 chum and 75,000 steelhead,” Naselle 
Fish Hatchery Specialist John Larson recently 
said. “Five years ago we were only releasing 
800,000 Chinook. Four years ago it jumped 
up to 2.5 million. And now we’re releasing 
5 million. It’s different in the fact that in my 
career I’ve only seen decreases, so it’s been 
refreshing to see some increases.”

The coho return has been exceptional on 
Willapa waterways this fall, including the 
Naselle — something of a surprise compared 
to most other recent years when returns hav-
en’t been so abundant.

“It was really good. We did well in our 
returns compared to the rest of the state. We 
only got 4.5 million Chinook [eggs] but we 
got all of our coho and chum,” Larson said. 
“We got well over 20,000 adult coho back 
to hatchery. We’ve seen as high as 43,000 in 
2014, but this has been the second best year.”

“We just wrapped up surplussing coho,” he 
said.

Larson and other hatchery staff are being 
exceptionally careful to avoid catching covid, 

Legacy Washington celebrates 
legendary Cathlamet congresswoman

THE HANSON FAMILY COLLECTION

Remarkable state and federal 

lawmaker Julia Butler Hansen, of 

Cathlamet, worked with Sid Snyder

of Long Beach to win approval for 

the Astoria-Megler Bridge. The cover

photo shows Hansen with State Sen. 

Bob Bailey, her district aide, at the

dedication of the bridge in 1966.

Long Beach 

Cute critters’ story 
came along right 
when we needed it

PHOTO COURTESY ANNIE 

ALLENBACK

Such cuteness was the 

talk of Facebook on the 

Long Beach Peninsula 

Friends page as Annie 

Allenback kept her 

online audience up to 

date with details of the 

rescued bunnies.

PHOTO COURTESY ANNIE ALLENBACK

In the early days of the rescue, the rabbits’ fur 

stood up and did not have that silky, healthy feel. 

Some kitten replacement milk helped them gain 

body weight.

LUKE WHITTAKER

Chinook salmon eggs are processed through a Van Gaalen egg sorter at the 

Naselle hatchery. Any misshapen or undersized eggs are separated with 

the machine.

MAKING SALMON

See Salmon, Page B4

LUKE WHITTAKER

ABOVE: A technician walks along the weir to clear debris at the Naselle hatchery during the coho run in late September. The weir directs 

salmon into the hatchery from the Naselle River. Coho returns this fall far exceeded early predictions. The hatchery is playing a significant 

role in producing more Chinook salmon, the preferred prey of endangered orcas and a high-value catch for fishermen. TOP: Marc Solano, 

Naselle hatchery technician, sorts Chinook salmon eggs. Chinook production in Naselle has ramped up in recent years from less than 1 

million to 5 million currently.

See Biography, Page B8

See Bunnies, Page B8
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something that would seri-
ously impact salmon pro-
duction at a crucial stage. 
Public visits to state hatch-
eries are banned for now, 
but WDFW made cautious 
arrangements for a local 
reporter.

Aiding orcas

Attention at the Naselle 
Hatchery has largely turned 
to picking Chinook eggs in 
recent days, this year’s iter-
ation of an intense state and 
federal effort to produce 
more of the Pacific North-
west’s most iconic salmon.

One of four hatcheries 
operated in Pacific County 
by the Washington Depart-
ment of Fish and Wildlife, 
Naselle is a crucial part of 
efforts to enhance survival 
chances for Southern Resi-
dent Killer Whales. Making 
their home along Washing-
ton’s outer coast and Puget 
Sound, only 74 of these orcas 
remained in 2018 when Gov. 
Jay Inslee issued an execu-
tive order aimed at improv-
ing their chances. After 
recent deaths and births, 
their population remains at 
74, according to the Center 
for Whale Research.

“It’s difficult to imagine 
a Washington without orcas 
or salmon. These species are 
part of the cultural identity, 
fishing economy and tour-
ism industry of our region. 
But both Washington’s 
Southern Resident orcas and 
Chinook salmon are facing a 
dismal fate,” the governor’s 
office said in 2018.

In addition to major 
spending on improving nat-
ural spawning conditions 
for Chinook, investments in 
state hatcheries “can play an 
important role in increasing 
prey abundance for Southern 
Resident orcas in the near 
term (three to 10 years) as 
increasing natural Chinook 

stocks will take more time,” 
according to a state policy 
brief from January 2019.

Nearly $12 million in 
operating funds and $75.7 
million in capital invest-
ments were provided for the 
state hatchery system. The 
2018 budget directed $8 
million for Naselle facility 
upgrades.

Paying off

These investments are 
starting to pay off, in the 
form of more adult Chinook 
returning to the hatchery 
with their eggs. This in turn 
should mean more salmon 
in the ocean for orcas and 
fishermen.

“We’re now picking 
eggs. We had a nice big 
take of Chinook eggs run-
ning through a Van Gaalen 
egg sorter,” Larson said. The 
sorter divides fish eggs by 
size.

There are four full-time 
staff and three temporary 
employees helping handle 
the load.

“Right now they’re pick-
ing eggs. Up until this point 
the eggs are very sensitive 
— if you touched them you 
would kill them, but once 
they get to where they have 
an eye they can bounce 
around a little without hurt-
ing them,” Larson said.

The machine automat-
ically sorts those that are 
misshapen or too small and 
counts the remainder. The 
pink-colored eggs are then 
hand inspected for their sig-
nature black speck, signify-
ing eye development. Any 
discolored or underdevel-
oped eggs are removed.

“The bad ones are white,” 
Larson said, adding that they 
suffered some egg loss this 
season likely from warm 
water.

The eggs are then 
weighed and quantified 
using a specific per-pound 
formula.

“This gives us our best 
enumeration until they go 
into the clipping trailer; 
every fish gets clipped,” 
Larson said.

The eggs will hatch in 
about 10 days, then will start 
being fed about four weeks 
later.

Pipeline issues 
plagued hatchery

Jimmy Carter was pres-
ident and “Rocky II” was 
gracing movie screens when 
the Naselle Hatchery was 
constructed in 1979. A little 
more than 40 years later, it’s 
evident that time and erosion 
have taken a toll on the facil-
ity and surrounding struc-
tures. Roofs sag and pond 
walls pull apart from the 
shifting soil. But it’s what’s 
underground that’s posed the 
biggest problem.

“One of the things we’re 
plagued with is our aging 
pipeline. It’s had a couple of 
leaks and our ponds have set-
tled so they actually kind of 
flow uphill now. When you 
turn the water off, you have 
puddles of fish that can’t get 
out. A lot of infrastructure 
has aged and shifted,” Lar-
son said. “If you look at our 
pump house, the roof sags 
where it’s settled.”

The Trans-Atlantic Pipe-
line, built between 1973 and 
1975 to carry oil roughly 
800 miles across Alaska, 
impacted the Naselle Hatch-
ery project occurring over 
the same period thousands 
of miles away.

“The hatchery was built 
in 1979. The pipe that they 
had available was poor. All 
the good pipe was going to 
the Alaskan Pipeline,” Lar-
son said. “It was an inferior, 
thin steel — and just wasn’t 
very good.”

The new pipeline is 
32-inch diameter high-den-
sity polyethylene that will 
stretch approximately 2,500 
feet from Crusher Creek.

“That was one of our 
big challenges, the way 
they do HDPE pipe,” said 
WDFW Construction Proj-
ect Coordinator Steven Har-
rington. “It has to fused in 
sections. They welded it in 
100-to-200-foot sections and 
then snaked it underneath all 
the existing utilities.”

Laying the new pipeline 
was among the most ambi-
tious and expensive under-
takings of the first phase of 
Naselle upgrades.

“That’s where a lot of the 
money was spent,” Larson 
said.

Securing parts amid the 
ongoing covid crisis, par-
ticularly fittings and valves, 
has been among the biggest 
hurdles, Harrington said.

Now and then

Common practices in 
salmon management have 
changed significantly from 
the 1970s, among the big-
gest is clipping fins to bet-
ter monitor hatchery fish  
stocks.

“One of the big changes is 
that all of our fish are marked 
with the adipose fin clip,” 
Larson said. The clipped fin 
lets fishermen know the Chi-
nook they’ve hooked is from 
a hatchery and can be kept. 

Naturally spawned salmon 
fins are intact.

“We used to be able to 
put 3 million Chinook in 
this pond right out of the 
incubation room, feed them 
and release them,” he said. 
“Now we have to start them, 
get them out of the pond 
into a marking trailer to take 
their fin off before they go to 
another pond. It’s important 
for the fisheries to be able 
to have mark-selective fish-
eries to harvest the hatchery 
fish while preserving those 
with natural origin.”

Near disasters

One of the first signs that 
changes were needed at the 
hatchery occurred nearly a 
decade ago, before Larson 
started.

“There was a fish loss 
in 2011 when the pipeline 
broke down by the adult 
pond,” he said. “They had to 
truck all the fish off in order 
to fix that leak. That was 
kind of the beginning.”

The ongoing threat of 
power failure persists, espe-
cially with an unreliable 
generator from 1979.

“It goes out frequently,” 
he said. “A couple summers 
ago we had the power go out 
and the generator not func-

tion, but just by the skin of 
our teeth we kept the fish 
alive.”

As recently as a few 
weeks ago, they had to rely 
on the back-up generator 
when they lost power for 
five hours.

Power outages in the 
summer often stem from a 
particular spot.

“A lot of times, it’s the 
in-ground wire on North 
Valley Road — it’s aging. 
We typically lose power in 
the summertime because the 
ground dries out and pulls 
the insulation back,” Larson 
said.

Final phases

Construction crews broke 
ground on phase one of the 
project around June and 
were anticipated to finish 
last week.

Phase two will involve 
construction of a new pump 
house, intake and weir, adult 
ladder and abatement pond.

Phase three will include 
new adult ponds and an 
incubation room.

“We’re just nearing 30% 
for phase two right now. 
We’re working on getting 
a design sent to gather our 
needed permits,” Larson 
said.

Salmon: ‘We had a nice big take of Chinook eggs’
Continued from Page B1

LUKE WHITTAKER

Shon McEneny, Naselle hatchery technician, sorts Chinook salmon eggs on Monday, Nov. 9. Technicians observe the eggs for proper color and eye development.

ILWACO
    Marie Powell Gallery
    Luisa Mack Gallery

OCEAN PARK
    Bay Avenue Gallery
    Eric Wiegardt 

       Art Trail 
             Guide

DON NISBETT 
ART GALLERY  
Open 11am - 4pm Daily, closed Tuesday.
Appointments for individual shopping 
available between the hours of  
10-11 and 3-4. 
Call to schedule: 360-642-8831 
167 Howerton Way, Ilwaco

(360) 642-8831 

Your local artist! Don Nisbett 
is known for his original, 
whimsical and colorful paintings 
depicting local scenes. Subjects include 
local wildlife, crab, fish,  mermaids and 
more. Nisbett also does commissioned 
paintings and portraits, including beach 
houses, boats, pets, cars, etc. Original 
art also available on cards, magnets, 
prints, hand painted glassware and 
other gift items available. A fun and 
affordable place to shop along the 
waterfront at the Port of Ilwaco. 
 

BAY AVENUE 
GALLERY 
Please visit our Facebook page or our 
website at bayavenuegallery.com
1406 Bay Avenue, Ocean Park, 
(360) 665-5200
New Temporary hours
Thursday - Sunday 10-4 PM

Masks & Social Distancing Required

Sue Raymond, Owner/Artist.  Bay 
Avenue Gallery’s goal is to exhibit 
unique works by local artists. This is a 
place that is usually filled with artists, 
exciting ideas and creative energy.
New, exciting art comes in almost every 
day. This is a great chance to take 
home some artwork. Whether you are a 
peninsula local with an interest in art, or 
a visitor to Ocean Park, please visit us 
and see some great local talent!

 

LUISA MACK 
JEWELRY & ART 
177 Howerton Way 
SE Suite 4, Ilwaco 
(360) 244 3732 
luisamack.com

Hours: Appointment Only. 

With the studio doors closed to the 
public, my website www.luisamack.
com will be updated regularly with new 
designs! I’m creating new silver jewelry 
and have lots of bright colorful stones 
just waiting to be set in a ring, pendant 
or earrings. Let me know if you want to 
create a piece together!
Please take a look at my website and 
sign up for my newsletter to receive 
exclusive offers!
Thank you for your support in these 
uncertain times.
Stay healthy,  
Luisa 
 

MARIE POWELL 
GALLERY  
177 Howerton Way, Ilwaco

(360) 244-0800 • marie-powell.com

Open Saturdays 11am-4pm through 

end of December.

Free shipping for phone, email orders 

Original one-of-a-kind fine art pieces
by Marie Powell are featured in this
waterfront gallery at the picturesque
Port of Ilwaco, Washington. Monotypes,
mixed media paintings, oils, pastels,
acrylics, original notecards. There is
always something new and fresh to 
see at the Gallery. Beach Baskets 
by Susan Spence, Pottery by David 
Campiche. 

WIEGARDT STUDIO 
GALLERY
2607 Bay Ave., Ocean Park,  

(360) 665-5976 • ericwiegardt.com 

Fall/winter hours: 

Thursday-Saturday 11am-4pm. 

Visit Eric Wiegardt in his studio and 
gallery and get the unique opportunity 
to see where he creates his watercolor 
masterpieces. Eric is nationally and 
internationally known for his bold 
and loose painting style. Find original 
watercolors, high quality prints, books, 
brushes and more. Custom framing 
available. 
New Online Mentoring Classes for aspiring 
watercolor artists wanting to learn through 
live demos, instructions and feedback. 
Mentoring is the best way to improve 
painting skills and the most efficient and 
effective way to learn Composition. Sign 
up today on our website or give us a call!
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