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JEFFERSON COUNTY

Above, Sparky, from the art exhibit honoring the “Read to Rover” program’s 10th anniversay, by Christie Johnson. Below, other portraits in the series by Kim Pratt; Shailah,
Otis, and Shawnigan. Images courtesy of Julie Read

Fur sure

First-time artist honors dedicated Read to Rover volunteers
BRENNAN LABRIE
SPECIAL TO THE LEADER
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isitors to Port Townsend’s
Elevated Ice Cream Co. in
the next two months will be
greeted by the faces of 23 dogs.
And not just any dogs. The series of
portraits currently lining the shop’s
walls celebrates the dedicated volunteers of Chimacum Creek Primary
School’s “Read to Rover” program, as
well as the life of one of the artists, for
whom this series was a labor of love.
The art show is the culmination of a three-year project
by Kim Pratt, the school-based coordinator of Chimacum
Creek’s Read to Rover program for the past 11 years. As the
program neared its 10th anniversary in 2018, Pratt wanted
to honor the dedicated four legged volunteers of the Rover
program, and their humans who visit the school once a
week to help ﬁrst- and second-graders learn to read.

And what better way to honor the volunteers, she ﬁgured, than to paint portraits of all the dogs and surprise
their owners with them at the program’s 10th anniversary
celebration?
There was just one thing she had to do to achieve this
goal of hers: Learn how to paint.
She started by enrolling in the “Paint a Pet” class offered
by Julie Read at the Port Townsend School of the Arts.

Pratt shared her goal of painting over
20 dogs in one year with Read, who
cautioned her of the challenge that lay
ahead.
Read explained that even ﬁnishing
one painting can be “frustrating, heartbreaking and taxing on your brain,” and
that her style of “photorealism,” with
its attention to minute details and its
complicated techniques, can bring even
more challenges.
“Therefore, when Kim revealed her
dream to paint all these dogs in the
Rover program, I thought to myself,
‘Well, let’s see if you can make it through just the ﬁrst
one,’” Read said in a press release.
Pratt, however, was up for the challenge and quickly set
to work on her ﬁrst portrait. Before long, she completed it
and was eager to start on the next one.
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