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CORONAVIRUS REACHES THE U.S.

MAN FROM
EVERETT

1ST COVID CASE

CORONAVIRUS EFFECTS

The first case in the country is
reported in Washington state. A
man in his 30s from Snohomish
County, who had traveled to
Wuhan, China, was hospitalized
at Providence Regional Medical
Center
Everett
with
the
coronavirus in January. He had no
symptoms on his flight or when
he arrived at Seattle-Tacoma
International Airport on Jan. 15,
2020, but he contacted doctors
on Jan. 19 when he developed a
fever and cough. The man had no
known underlying medical issues
and he recovered.

COMMUNITY EVENTS
CANCELLED

COVID-19

GOV. JAY INSLEE

Chinatown-International District (CID) restaurants report
precipitous drops in business due to fear and people avoiding
the CID due to coronavirus concerns.
Chinese family associations canceled Lunar New Year
celebrations.
Gov. Jay Inslee announced a two-week closure of restaurants,
bars.
Inslee issues Stay Home, Stay Healthy order.
Major events like the Cherry Blossom Festival went virtual.
Dragon Fest was canceled.
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Nue Seattle is located on Capitol Hill.
They currently offer a diverse menu for
take-out, delivery, and outdoor seating.

Chris Cvetkovich, co-owner of Nue,
has rebuilt their website to respond to
challenges from the COVID-19 pandemic.

■

Uyên Nguyễn, co-owner of Nue
in Capitol Hill, has personally
delivered thousands of meals to
Seattle's healthcare workers.

Capitol Hill restaurant
pairs with overseas
author to feed Seattle’s
frontline workers
By Kai Curry
NORTHWEST ASIAN
WEEKLY
“The initiative reminds me of the
Vietnamese proverb ‘Một cây làm
chẳng nên non, ba cây chụm lại nên
hòn núi cao’—A single tree can't
make a hill, but three trees together
turn into a high mountain,” said
Vietnamese author Quế Mai Phan
Nguyễn on why she was inspired
to join the cause of supporting
frontline healthcare workers in
Seattle. Currently in Indonesia,
the writer has paired with local
Vietnamese business owner, Uyên
Nguyễn, to spur on a fundraiser
Uyên and her restaurant, Nue, have
been doing since the COVID-19
pandemic hit.
“We started with this passion
for our community and also
for bringing cultures together,”

explained Uyên, on how she and
her husband, Chris Cvetkovich,
decided to open a restaurant that
would bring diverse menu items
to Seattle. But she could also
be talking about their efforts to
help healthcare workers during
this challenging year by feeding
them with Nue’s delicious meals,
thanks to their own hard work and
donations from the community.
Now, Quế Mai has donated a
signed copy of her award-winning
book, The Mountains Sing, as a
prize to be given away to someone
who donates to the food drive
initiative between now and Jan. 15.
“When the pandemic happened,
restaurants were forced to close.
Many small businesses went
bankrupt. Rather than complaining
or giving up, Uyên and Chris
see NUE on 8
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BLM PROTESTS SPILL INTO THE CID
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MARILYN STRICKLAND
ELECTED TO CONGRESS
She
became
the
first Black person to
represent Washington
state at the federal level,
and the first Korean
American woman in
its 230-year history.
Strickland was the
mayor of Tacoma and
most recently served
as the president and
CEO of the Seattle
Metropolitan Chamber
of Commerce.

What started as a peaceful protest against police brutality
at Hing Hay Park in late May later turned into chaos when
a splinter group of rioters smashed or vandalized windows
and destroyed property along Jackson Street. Seattle
Public Utilities paid for the materials and crew to board up
close to 200 storefronts.

ENG SUEY SUN PLAZA FIRE
CID TURNS INTO AN ART GALLERY

After the protests, businesses and Seattle Public Utilities boarded up storefronts. Days later,
more than 100 artists and volunteers gathered in the CID, to paint murals on these storefronts,
creating something beautiful out of unfortunate events.

A fire destroyed the Eng Suey Sun
Plaza in June. The structure housed
11 businesses, including the Eng Family Association Headquarters, Kin On
Home Care, Sweet & Fresh Bakery, a
chiropractor’s office, Shen & Company accounting firm, Suey Sing Tong,
Chinese United Association, Hengda
Dance Academy & Northwest Wushu,
Hoover Law Firm, True North Land
Surveying Co., Waters Academy, and
Greenland Inc.
Seattle fire investigators do not
believe the fire was intentionally set.
The estimated loss was $2.5 million.

BELLEVUE COLLEGE FIRINGS
In March, Bellevue College fired
its president, Dr. Jerry Weber, and VP
of Advancement, Dr. Gayle Barge,
following outrage over an altered
mural of the Japanese American
incarceration.
A reference to anti-Japanese
agitation by Eastside businessmen in
the accompanying artist description
was whited out.

CYRUS HABIB
LEAVES JOB AS WA’S
LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR
Lt. Governor Cyrus Habib
announced in March that he would
not seek re-election, and instead join
the Jesuits, a religious order of the
Catholic Church known formally
as the Society of Jesus. The
son of Iranian immigrants,
Habib was the first and only
Iranian American elected
to statewide office in the
country.

SCHOOL RENAMED IN AL SUGIYAMA’S HONOR
South Lake High School changed its name
to the Alan T. Sugiyama High School at South
Lake.
The school is for students facing challenges,
such as substance abuse and teen pregnancy,
that might make it more difficult for them to
complete their education.
Sugiyama, the first Asian American on the
Seattle School Board in the 1990s, devoted
his life to giving people “second chances” as
citizens. He died after a battle with cancer in
January 2017.

GARY LOCKE NAMED AS INTERIM
BELLEVUE COLLEGE PRESIDENT
Gary Locke was selected in May as
Bellevue College’s interim president in a
unanimous vote. The previous president
was removed over the defacement of
a mural of the Japanese American
incarceration.

