It’s that time of year again: Steller’s Jays gather around the “Great Pumpkin,”
just in time for the Halloween season. Check out Halloween holiday events
and activities on A-11. Photo by Sally M. Harris/www.sallyharrisphotos.com
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Sequim schools superintendent, SHS principal on leave
Former Port Angeles superintendent steps in as interim
BY MICHAEL DASHIELL
Sequim Gazette

Two Sequim school district administrators — superintendent
Dr. Rob Clark and Sequim High
principal Shawn Langston — were
placed on leave last week pending
the outcome of separate complaints.
No details about either complaint
have been released.
Sequim School District officials
announced Clark was on paid leave
Thursday afternoon, Oct. 22; Langston was placed on leave the following
day.
Jane Pryne, former Port Angeles

School District superintendent, was
named interim superintendent late
last week; her first day was Monday,
Oct. 26.
Both complaint investigations are
being handled internally through
the district’s human resources
department as well as risk management staff, Pryne said; neither investigation involves law enforcement.
Clark and Langston are the second
and third Sequim School District administrators this school year to go on
leave after Shelley Jefferson, Helen
Haller Elementary assistant principal, went on leave this summer. An
investigation remains open with the

City council selects
former Calif. fire chief
for vacated position

CLARK

LANGSTON

Lummi Nation Police Department
into allegations that she and her
husband Francis allegedly abused an
unnamed foster child.
There are no other staff members
placed on leave, Pryne said.

“We will move forward and get
through this stronger than when we
went into this,” Pryne said.
Sequim School Board president
Brandino Gibson declined to give
further details about the complaint
against Clark or the party/parties
involved making the complaint.
“This was a legal action that was
taken to protect all the parties,” he
said in a Thursday interview.
School district staff and school
board directors were notified as well,
district officials said.
In a note to Sequim school staff,
Gibson urged staff to “refrain from
speculation regarding the details
surrounding this decision.”
Gibson wrote, “As the Super-

intendent, Dr. Clark is deserving
of respect, not rumor. This action
is for the protection of all parties
involved.”
On Thursday, Gibson said staff
were evaluating who would be leading day-to-day operations, noting
that “the Sequim School District
will continue to lean on the leadership of the district’s cabinet who will
keep Sequim School District moving
forward on mission.”
On Friday, Gibson said Pryne
would step in to Clark’s role for the
interim.
Gibson said Sequim staff sought
advice from Olympic Educational

See LEAVE, A-7

Sequim’s median home
price reaches all-time high

BY MATTHEW NASH

Agents expect trend to continue

Sequim Gazette

Sequim city councilors appointed retired California fire
chief Keith Larkin, 64, to the open council seat at Monday
night’s virtual council meeting in a contested but quiet
3-2 vote.
“I’m really honored to serve,” Larkin said
in a phone interview.
“I haven’t held a position like this in the
past. It’s a bit exciting and apprehensive at
the same time. There’s a lot to learn.”
A full-time Sequim resident for two-plus
years, Larkin was nominated by Mayor
LARKIN
William Armacost, who along with Sarah
Kincaid and Mike Pence voted to appoint Larkin to the
vacant seat.
Deputy Mayor Tom Ferrell and councilor Dennis Smith
voted against the nomination, while councilor Brandon
Janisse abstained because he said he knows Larkin
through a property matter.
A motion and vote came before any other nominations
were made.
City Clerk Sara McMillon said the city’s council guidelines did not cite a specific process for choosing an appointee in regardsto simple versus super-majority vote, so
a motion and vote sufficed.
Councilors did not discuss Larkin’s nomination before
voting.
They met in an executive session on Oct. 12 after interviewing the six candidates in virtual calls and opted
prior to the session to delay a decision two weeks because
of the number of candidates and amount of information
to consider.

BY MATTHEW NASH
Sequim Gazette

While the leaves are falling,
Sequim’s real estate prices appear to be going up.
Sequim’s third quarter saw
the “highest median price on
record” and “steepest quarter
over quarter in over 15 years,”
according to Michael McAleer,
president of the Sequim Association of Realtors, in his
third quarter Sequim Real
Estate Report.

That’s about a 12 percent
increase, to about $440,000,
from the second quarter’s approximate $387,000 median
sale price.
Despite the higher prices,
the number of homes available was the lowest in 15
years for a third quarter at 190
with 108 pending or under
contract.
Tom Blore, a real estate Despite the COVID-19 pandemic, new home construction
agent with Peter Black Real continues throughout Sequim, including the Solana develop-

See REAL ESTATE, A-12

ment off of Simdars Road. Photo by Melanie Arrington/www.
mel-media.com
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Selection
Councilors selected Larkin from six candidates to fill
Troy Tenneson’s city council seat after Tenneson resigned

See COUNCILOR, A-12
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Erik Evans of Port Angeles entertains a small gathering at River Run Farm in Sequim on Oct. 14. Evans started performing short Scottish bagpipe performances, mostly in Port Angeles and some in Sequim, since the COVID-19 pandemic
struck earlier this year. Going under the moniker Parking Lot Pipers, Evans is occasionally joined by one or two other
musicians —including Dr. Tom McCurdy — as they entertain people in parking lots at various venues where people
listen for a few minutes and go about their day. “People seem to like it so I’m going to continue to play,” Evans said
last week. Evans is available, as his business card notes, for “weddings, funerals, divorces and other special occasions.” See www.facebook.com/parkinglotpiper. Sequim Gazette photo by Michael Dashiell

