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Musings – on the editor’s mind
– ken stern
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• LETTERS •

(Continued on Page 8)

La Conner Weekly News
An adjudicated Skagit County
Newspaper. Published every
Wednesday in La Conner, WA
Subscriptions
• Skagit County: $45
   Print & Online: $55
• Out of County: $55
   Print & Online: $65
• Online only:     $40
Member of
Washington
Newspapers
Publisher’s 
Association

Ken Stern, Publisher & Editor
editor@laconnernews.com

Continuing the tradition of weekly
publishing in La Conner since 1878

The Weekly News sits on the original
homelands of the Coastal Salish peoples

La Conner News Publishing Co., LLC
119 N. Third St., La Conner, WA 98257
USPS 363-550
360-466-3315 • Fax: 360-466-1195
www.laconnerweeklynews.com
Postmaster:
Send change of address to:
La Conner Weekly News
PO Box 1465, La Conner, WA 98257Copyright ©2020

Michelle Havist, General Manager
michelle@laconnernews.com
Bill Reynolds, News Editor
news@laconnernews.com
Cindy Vest, Production Manager
production@laconnernews.com

Eileen Engelstad, Community Calendar Editor,
Proofreader
Rick Shorten, Special Projects

Contributors:
Anne Basye, Judy Booth, Robin Carneen, Nancy
Crowell, Don Coyote, Mel Damski, MaryRose Denton, 
John Doyle, Janna Gage, Bob Hamblin, Ollie Iversen, 
Katie Kramer, Bobbi Krebs-McMullen, Patricia Paul, 
Brad Reynolds, Claire Swedberg.

PAGE 2 • LA CONNER WEEKLY NEWS • JANUARY 22, 2020

KERN 

FUNERAL 
HOME 

RECEPTION ROOM 
MOUNT VERNON CEMETERY 

MOUNT VERNON CREMATORY 
 

MOUNT VERNON 
336-2153 

 

"Since 1913" 

La Conner Weekly News
An adjudicated Skagit County
Newspaper. Published every
Wednesday in La Conner, WA
Subscriptions
• Skagit County: $45
   Print & Online: $55
• Out of County: $55
   Print & Online: $65
• Online only:     $40
Member of
Washington
Newspapers
Publisher’s 
Association

Ken Stern, Publisher & Editor
editor@laconnernews.com

Continuing the tradition of weekly
publishing in La Conner since 1878

Sandy Stokes and Cindy Vest
Publishers, 2007 - 2017

La Conner News Publishing Co., LLC
119 N. Third St., La Conner, WA 98257
USPS 363-550
360-466-3315 • Fax: 360-466-1195
www.laconnerweeklynews.com
Postmaster:
Send change of address to:
La Conner Weekly News
PO Box 1465, La Conner, WA 98257Copyright ©2020

Michelle Havist, General Manager
michelle@laconnernews.com
Cindy Vest, Production Manager
production@laconnernews.com
Eileen Engelstad, Community Calendar Editor,
Proofreader
Rick Shorten, Special Projects
Christina Stephens, Advertising
christina@laconnernews.com

Contributors: 
Judy Booth, Robin Carneen, Nancy Crowell, Don Coyote, 
Mel Damski, MaryRose Denton, John Doyle,
Janna Gage, Bob Hamblin, Ollie Iversen, Katie
Kramer, Bobbi Krebs-McMullen, Joy Neal, Patricia 
Paul, Bill Reynolds, Brad Reynolds, Janet Saunders

LETTER POLICY
Please write! Letters up to 
350 words are welcome as 
are longer analyses and 
statements. Write a 450 word 
guest column.
Letters must be typed. Emailed 
files preferred.
Deadline: 5 p.m. Sunday for 
next issue.
Include your name, address and 
phone number for verification.
Letters are edited for civility, 
clarity and style.
Send to:
editor@laconnernews.com

• OBITUARY •

• OBITUARY •

Editorial – 

Their impeachment
and our Constitution

TIMOTHY LEE FISHER
Timothy Lee Fisher, born 

March 7, 1966 in Anaheim, Cal-
ifornia passed away in his home 
in Sedro Woolley, on January 13, 
2020.

Tim spent most of his life in 
Southern California and Las Ve-
gas.

He spent most of his life being 
a creative soul and trying his hand 
by opening several business-
es from landscaping, retail gift 
shops and fl ipping houses.

He moved to Skagit Valley in 
2016 with his partner Pat Ball 
and they opened The Slider Cafe 
when he fell in love with La Con-
ner.

He was happiest meeting and 
taking care of many guests that 
with his wit, charm and snarky-
ness, turned them into regulars 
and friends.

He is loved and will be missed 
by many. RIP Tim.

BOYD W. ZIMMERMAN
Boyd W. Zimmerman passed 

away Saturday, January 11, 2020 
at home surrounded by his fami-
ly. He was born in Noonan, North 
Dakota to Edgar and Stella (Kjos) 
Zimmerman on October 14, 
1930. The family moved to La 
Conner in 1936. Boyd graduated 
from La Conner High School in 
1949. Shortly after graduation he 
married Donna Green, in 1951. 
They were married for sixty-eight 
years. Donna preceded him in 
death in 2019.

Boyd began working at Zim-
merman’s Service Station in 
1949. He worked with his Dad 
until his Dad retired, at which 
time he purchased the station in 
1966 and worked until his retire-
ment in 1992.

Boyd is survived by his two 
children, Bob and wife Joni Zim-
merman of Mount Vernon and 
Susan Harris and husband Don 
of Shelton, WA. Boyd is also sur-
vived by four grandchildren and 
four great grandchildren; Brad-
ley Zimmerman, wife Candace 
and daughter, Madison; Marcie 
Roland, husband, Brandon and 
daughters, Payton and Anorah; 
Shannon Olivas and husband, 
Tony and son, Alijah; and Craig 
Zimmerman and wife, Amy. Boyd 
loved his grandchildren and great 
grandchildren. He loved to have 
them come visit and always had 
a piece of candy ready for them.

Boyd enjoyed gardening, crab-
bing, and clam digging. He also 
enjoyed feeding and watching the 
birds, which was his favorite pas-
time in his later years.

Boyd was a member of the La 
Conner Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment for thirty years and served 
as the chief from 1962-1969.

A family celebration of his life 
will be held at a later date.

Memorials in memory of Boyd 
may be made to the La Conner 
Volunteer Firemen’s Association, 
P.O. Box 400, La Conner, WA 
98257 or Hospice of the North-
west, 227 Freew ay Drive, Suite 
A, Mount Vernon, WA 98273.

You may off er your condolenc-
es and share memories of Boyd’s 
family online at www.kernfuner-
alhome.com.

Arrangements are under the 
care of Kern Funeral home of 
Mount Vernon.

By Brian Cladoosby
Dear Friends and Neighbors –
I am pleased to be able to share a few thoughts about the 

current activities of the Swinomish Tribe.
Swinomish has grown in the past 20 years from approxi-

mately 500 to 1,000 tribal citizens. Our governing body, the 
Swinomish Senate, continues to be committed to improving 
the lives and well-being of our tribal members by providing 
the very best governmental services we can, including health 
and social programs, aff ordable housing, fi nancial services, 
cultural programs, education (from early childhood through 
higher education), job placement, economic development, 
environmental programs and natural resource protection. Our 
economic ventures support much of this work, while the jobs 
we create make us one of the largest employers in the Skagit 
Valley.

At this time, I want to focus on just one area of consid-
erable attention for the Swinomish Tribe in 2020: housing. 
Like other governments, Swinomish continues to invest in 
housing options for our growing population. For over 45 years 
federal government housing programs required materials and 
architectural designs that do not fi t our environmental condi-
tions or way of life. For instance, a few years ago our tribal 
environmental air program discovered that much of our tribal 
housing had a serious black mold problem, causing dangerous 
health conditions for our community members. Our Senators 
responded quickly to ensure the health of our citizens.

With the growth of our community and limitations on 
federal funding, we have had to take it upon ourselves to fi ll 
the housing needs of our tribal community. We built necessary 
infrastructure and assessed our diverse housing needs. Over 
the past few years the Senate has invested tribal revenues into 
drug and alcohol-free, single-family homes. The Swinomish 
Housing Authority is developing aff ordable housing intended 
to accommodate more individual family units, people with 
physical disabilities, recovery homes and housing for single 
adults. The Swinomish Tribe is deeply committed to providing 
safe, aff ordable and local housing for all of its members.

Swinomish is a small tribe, but even so we are responsible 
for all government services, just as the local, county, state and 
federal governments are. We must invest our limited resourc-
es prudently. We have invested to build long term fi nancial 
stability and have partnered with other governments and 
organizations to address situations that range from the opioid 
and addiction epidemic, early education and higher education, 
infrastructure expansion and jobs, as well as health and dental 
care for tribal and non-tribal citizens.

Our Tribal Senate is mindful that our tribal citizens have the 
same needs, hopes and dreams as all communities throughout 
the world. We want our families and our homes to be healthy. 
We want high-quality education for our children and loving 
care for our elders. We want safe neighborhoods and a clean 
environment. We want to preserve our traditions, culture, lan-
guage and our way of life. As a community we work together 
to sustain our values and further our hopes and dreams for 
generations to come.

Thank you for taking a few minutes to learn more about the 
Swinomish Tribe and the work of our government. We look 
forward to working together with all of our friends and neigh-
bors to ensure that this beautiful place we call home continues 
to thrive.
Brian Cladoos by
Kel Kahlt Soot
Chairman

State of the Tribe — 

Dreams, hopes, needs and
programs at Swinomish

The drama playing out in the other Washington – the third 
impeachment trial in our nation’s history, though the second 
in 20 years – is being done for us, by our elected representa-
tives. When the House of Representatives impeached President 
Trump in December, one person in our congressional district, 
U.S. Rep. Rick Larsen, voted. Larsen determined the president 
was not fi t to hold offi  ce. Larsen judged that Trump’s disdain for 
the concept of citizenship through his trash talking against four 
women congressional representatives was a high crime against 
the Constitution.

Now it is the turn of U.S. Senators Maria Cantwell and Patty 
Murray. They have the obligation to sit as impartial jurors, hear-
ing the two charges of impeachment brought by the House. They 
will vote to convict or acquit based on the evidence they hear.

We have, besides high drama, a civics lesson. Our offi  cials 
elected to federal offi  ce have responsibilities. We, the people, 
as citizens, also have responsibilities. We are obligated to pay 
attention, not only to our federal representatives, including Pres-
ident Trump, but also to the process.

This is a time of crisis. Now, as in every crisis, we have to each 
decide what it means to be a nation. Is the Constitution a game, 
with the rules twisted to the goal of winning? If we are patriots 
and decide the House process was a sham while defending a 
president who has not followed the rules, what does that mean 
for the Constitution and all of us who follow the rules?

If we are patriots and do not adhere to the Constitution, what 
are we patriotic about? What foundation do we protect as pa-
triots if we are standing on a shredded document? What is our 
future if we have stomped on our founders’ words?

The Declaration of Independence’s fi rst paragraph ends with 
“a decent respect to the opinions of mankind requires that they 
should declare the causes which impel them to the separation.” 
“They” are the Founding Fathers and they are telling the world 
that they are compelled to make their case before all “the pow-
ers of the Earth.” In today’s vernacular, they were putting their 
cards on the table.

Much more than impeachment, the current moment is a test of 
our Constitution and therefore our country. Decry the Democrats 
as partisan and rushed, but they have crossed their “t-s” and 
dotted their “i-s.” You might not like the Democrats’ intent, but 
they are playing by the Constitution’s rules.

Bluster, bullying and stonewalling are poker game tactics. Our 
Founding Fathers did not create our collective future around a 
poker table. 

Calling the process a sham is not a good response. Not sub-
mitting documents or witnesses dishonors the process. Worse, 
that response creates an article of impeachment, for obstruction 
of Congress. That strategy earned Richard Nixon the same im-
peachment charge.

The president and his allies do not help their cause, not in this 
present moment, not in history and not for any attempt to build a 
bridge toward being together as a common culture and toward 
we, the people.

I am not from Missouri, but show me. If the process is a sham, 
respond to the articles of impeachment. Lay out in detail the 
ways President Trump did not abuse power. Make the case that 
he did not obstruct Congress.

The president and his allies call the impeachment process 
rigged. Now the Senate trial smells in its own right. This is no 
high road, but a short cut avoiding the issue. Yes, President 
Trump is innocent until proven guilty, but he has to address the 
charge that he abused power and explain why his denying doc-
uments and witnesses is not obstruction of Congress. Claiming 
the evidence is partisan is not a defense of the actions showing 
abuse of power.

All sides must meet on the fi eld of the Constitution.
This is not about the Democratic versus the Republican Par-

ties. It is not about the President versus the House. The Presi-
dent, the House and the Senate must advance and defend their 
positions based on the Constitution. If the President has not 
abused the powers of his offi  ce, he has to make his case. Calling 
the case weak does not address the evidence.

Until mid-July 1974, three weeks before his resignation, barely 
a majority of the American public were on the side of Nixon’s 
removal from offi  ce. Hard evidence brought his presidency to 
an end.

Conversely, if President Trump is innocent, bring forth the hard 
evidence that will pave his way to reelection.

If the Republican majority in the Senate rushes to judgement, 
they will forever taint the Trump presidency. They will not have 
acquitted him fairly. A rushed trial smells of a rump trial. It will 
not make re-election easier but will weigh the president and his 
candidacy down as people wonder if the only thing the president 
succeeded at was stacking the deck, bullying Republican sena-
tors. No, if senators protect the president, it leaves us citizens to 
wonder about his honor and the senators’ honor as well.

Equally, in 2020 or 20 years from now with perfect hindsight 
our children and history will wonder where our sacred honor lies.

                                                                                 – ken stern

Got stuff just 
hanging around 

the house? 
Make some quick cash 

and SELL IT IN THE LWN! 

Got stuff just hanging around 
the house? 

Make some quick cash 
& sell it in the La Conner Weekly News! 

See Letters on Page 6LA CONNER TOWN
COUNCIL AGENDA
Tues., Jan. 28 - 6 p.m.

1. Call to Order
2. Pledge of Allegiance
3. Public Comments
4. Presentations
5. Consent Agenda
6. Reports
7. Unfi nished Business
  a. Ordinance - Amend
      2020 Budget
8. New Business
  a. Interlocal Agreement -
      Skagit County TPA
  b. Agreement - Frontline
      Cleaning
  c. Agreement - Andrea’s
      Cleaning
  d. 2020 Tribal Sewer Rates
9. Mayor Roundtable
10. Executive Session

This weekend marks the 244th anniversary of our declaring 
our independence, when, as Lincoln said at Gettysburg, “our fa-
thers brought forth on this continent, a new nation, conceived in 
Liberty, and dedicated to the proposition that all men are created 
equal.”

This is the perfect moment to consider binding up our nation’s 
wounds, as he also wrote, in his second inaugural address.

Our nation. Our wounds. Our defense. It is us, plural. We are 
both citizens and patriots together. Patriots defend us, the peo-
ple, our country. That is we, together, whether it is the commu-
nity of La Conner, the state of Washington or the entire United 
States.

Everyone is a citizen. That comes with obligations and respon-
sibilities, but the only enforcement is internal. Each of us is guid-
ed by ethics and shaped by our environment and education.

We are citizens together, but each citizen decides how to inter-
act with her neighbors and participate in the community. Attend-
ing meetings, speaking in public, writing letters, voting, these are 
all icing on the cake of community that make it denser, richer, 
tastier and more vibrant for others as well as oneself. All of these 
are necessary, but none are mandatory.

Citizenship’s responsibilities are all voluntary. That is the 
wonderful, frustrating miracle of democracy. We trust, and thus 
depend on each other. Yet anyone has the freedom to absent 
herself. But individualism does not mean disregarding the gover-
nor’s public health directive. That is neither freedom nor choice. 
That is chaos. It is the non-choice of shouting fi re in a crowded 
theatre. Anyone making that choice can destroy lives, literally.

Some, calling themselves patriots, are eager to do what they 
want, freedom for themselves. That confuses patriotism with 
narcissism, a love of oneself and, in the dictionary defi nition, a 
lack of empathy.

Samuel Johnson, a wise Englishman who observed his coun-
try carefully 250 years ago, found that “patriotism is the last ref-
uge of a scoundrel.” When one fails to make a solid case, he 
makes a show of wrapping himself in the fl ag.

But true patriots defend their fellow citizens. Patriots protect 
the community. Love of country is not the bluster to do what you 
please. That is immaturity. Real patriots defend their neighbors. 
Today, in the midst of a pandemic that has killed 125,000 of their 
fellow citizens and is growing in size daily, arguing for the free-
dom to spit out breath that may contain a virus that has no cure 
is no public health policy at all.

Public health departments and professionals exist to protect 
the community. They are another breed of fi rst responders. They 
defend the young and old, the most vulnerable among us. The 
very nature of their work is patriotic.

They are preaching the gospel that the fi rst line of defense of 
our citizens and country is mask wearing.

By defi nition, patriots sacrifi ce for their neighbors. If wearing a 
mask is bad for your image or fogs your glasses or makes you 
claustrophobic, or worse, you feel you can’t breathe, the patriotic 
thing to do is suck it up and march on. It is because of your fellow 
citizens that you act patriotically. 

Anyone who is not sacrifi cing for their fellow citizens and the 
safety and health of their country to ensure the glory of its future 
is not much of a patriot.

Our time tries men’s souls, as Thomas Paine wrote in “The 
Crisis” in the early, dark days of the Revolutionary War, continu-
ing: “The summer soldier and the sunshine patriot will, in this 
crisis, shrink from the service of his country; but he that stands 
by it now, deserves the love and thanks of man and woman.”

The struggle today is to mask up – that and keep six feet of 
distance and keep from mixing with more than fi ve people a 
week who are not members of your household.

Those are our marching orders, as critical as any given to any 
soldiers at any time.

I have received the best third 
year anniversary gift ever from 
the people around the country 
embracing the Black Lives Mat-
ter movement: Hope. This sur-
prise gift welled up inside of me 
recently, completely unexpected, 
as I refl ected on fi nishing my 
third year as owner of the Week-
ly News. What are the important 
nuggets that I have mined since 
July 2017 when I started here? 
What have I experienced and 
learned?

Turns out that the lesson is life-
long, not from La Conner at all. 
That happens sometimes.

My version of the last 50-plus 
years of life in these United States 
is that it has been a bumpy ride 
at best. If a highpoint was landing 
on the moon in 1969, that bright 
shining moment is sandwiched 
between a lot of – sorry folks – 
wars, riots, chaos and an econom-
ic prosperity for some that has not 
lifted all boats but has sunk many 
small craft.

For decades I have marked the 
loss of any sense of hope as 1968, 
the year of assassinations and ri-
ots. Killed were Martin Luther 
King, Jr. and Bobby Kennedy. 
The Democratic convention in 
Chicago brought cops into the 
streets and Richard Nixon was 
elected president while George 
Wallace won fi ve southern states.

All that happened just as the 
movie version of The Beatles 
“Yellow Submarine” appeared. 
“Yellow Submarine” was the last 
anthem of innocence. What a sil-
ly tune, and a cartoon movie, too: 
“We all live in a yellow subma-
rine, yellow submarine, yellow 
submarine.” What did it mean? 
What did it matter? In a time of 
innocence and hope, meaning 
wasn’t always fi rst, or needed.

By Patricia Bonacic (aka the DONALDoppelganger)
Dear Mel and Ken, 

I am writing in response to your respective editorials printed 
about me in the La Conner Weekly News last week. The newspa-
per had evidentially been used to wrap up shrimp, and other such 
fi sh, and was mailed to a White House aide for his birthday. He 
brought it to the attention of Jared who then immediately direct-
ed it to me. It stinks to high heaven, let me tell you!

I have never heard of La Conner but, judging from your ad-
vice and analysis of my presidency, I am seriously considering 
sending in my armed troops to knock a few heads together, once 
they have cleaned up The CHOP Erogenous Zone in Seattle. 
Meanwhile let me set you straight on a few things so you begin 
to appreciate the greatness and quantum intelligence of my presi-
dency: the likes of which have never been seen in this country, in 
the history of the world, or in other worlds and galaxies soon to 
be exploited by my Trump Space Force, of which I am the Com-
mander in Chief, Supreme Leader, AND Starfl eet Admiral!

Let me cut to the chase, because I learned from the best! From 
a man who has no fear, no boundaries, no conscience, no scru-
ples … none other than Mitch McConnell, OF COURSE! His 
disdain for the truth, the cutthroat way he wields power in the 
Senate and Republican Party, and his obvious contempt for the 
fi rst Black president of the United States was a master class of 
self-obsession in the midst of the second greatest recession this 
country has known! 

While countless Americans were losing their homes, jobs 
and life savings, to say nothing of the imminent collapse of the 
American economy, Mitch showed up night after night on televi-
sion determined to thwart President Obama’s eff orts in this time 
of crisis at every turn. He never compromised, regardless of how 
the citizens suff ered, because he was out to get his man whatever 
the cost! 

Mitch McConnell had a dream and so do I! Neither of us were 
asleep at the hull! All of those angry, blue collar Americans, left 
devastated and adrift after the recession, needed someone to 
look up to. While Obama was kept busy fending off  Mitch, and 
his Republican posse, I seized my chance. This was my kind of 
opportunity: just call me an opportunistic farmer ready to reap a 
harvest of discontent, division and self-pity. 

World-wide pandemic? What is that to Mitch and me? Mitch 
will retire even wealthier for his wife’s ties to China and their 
successful business dealings with that country. My kids are 
running the family businesses – often traveling on the taxpayer’s 
dime, including bodyguards and security. 

Oh, and Mel – I appreciate you are there for me, but I have 
important friends in high places. Foreign places! They like the 
way I do business. I like the way I do business. I like the way 
they and I do business. We do business together very well – 
probably better than anyone has ever done business before. We 
will continue to do business because my people are behind me – 
marching in lockstep, with their hands held high in salute just the 
way I like it. 

The only way I will lose this election is if the voting system is 
rigged so only mail in and paper ballots are used – oh, and EV-
ERY CITIZEN WILL NEED TO SUPPORT THE ELECTION 
PROCESS AND TURN OUT TO VOTE! 

As they say in Russia: “Do svidaniya i udachi” – goodbye and 
good luck!

The President
Patricia Bonacic is a La Conner resident who misses the integ-

rity and resilience of the Obama Administration.  She fi nds this 
especially notable in light of the personal and political adversity 
faced by President Obama while in offi  ce.

A citizen’s view —

What Would POTUS Say?
A Rebuttal

Rain in the Skagit River watershed and high river fl ow has halted 
Drainage and Irrigation District 15’s McLean Road drainage pipe con-
struction project for at least two weeks, said Steve Elde, a District 15 
commissioner, Monday. Elde reported the river fl owing at 26,000 to 
30,000 cubic feet per second, raising the water table.

The return to work depends on river fl ow, Elde said. July 13 is the 
earliest project start date. 

The project, east of Avon Allen Road on the south side of McLean 
Road, replaces 2,500 feet of early 1900s drainage pipe going west to 
Penn Road. Completion will be by July’s end, depending on weather.

No McLean Road construction till mid-July

Biden also dodged draft
Mel Damski is pleading for 

President Trump to resign be-
cause he knows that is the only 
way Sleepy Joe could win. Can 
you imagine if he did resign and 
we were stuck with a President 
Biden, who can’t put a coherent 
sentence together, sniff s young 
women and girl’s hair and sup-
ports the Democrat mayors who 
are letting mobs ravage our cities 
and who has a son who reaps mil-
lions because of daddy’s political 
infl uence? And, yes, Joe avoided 
the draft by claiming he has asth-
ma. Funny but I have not noticed 
him ever having trouble breath-
ing. Oh, wait, maybe hair sniffi  ng 
helps his asthma.

Here is a quote from the net on 
how his asthma gave him trou-
bles: He was six feet tall and had 
an athlete’s build. He played foot-
ball in high school and was active 
in sports throughout college. He 
spent one summer as a lifeguard 
at a local pool. But after he gradu-
ated college in the spring of 1968 
and became eligible for the draft 
and – possibly – combat duty in 
Vietnam, he received a diagnosis 
that let him avoid military ser-
vice. No, not bone spurs. Asthma.
Mike Morrell
La Conner

Suzanne Woodard for
LD 10 Rep

The COVID-19 pandemic has 
exposed the injustices and in-
equalities that have plagued our 
society and our state for far too 
long. Too often, our state repre-
sentatives in Olympia have not 
placed people fi rst. Our health 
and safety should be a priori-
ty; working people should have 
livable wages; strong education 
must be the foundation of life 
and work; transportation ought 
to meet the demands of our 21st 
century economy; and sustainable 
farms, forests, and fi sheries will 
create sustainable jobs. 

Now is the time to elect people 
like us to represent our needs in 
Olympia. Suzanne Woodard is 
that kind of leader. A neonatal 
nurse for three decades in the 
north Puget Sound, and now a 
specialized newborn services ed-
ucator, Suzanne understands how 
critical well-trained health care 
workers are, especially in rural 
areas like ours. A union leader, 
and the daughter of union work-
ers, she knows the value of labor 
and how important it is to create 
and sustain well-paying jobs. A 
long-time advocate for health and 
labor, she knows all too well how 
some legislators put the needs of 
corporations above the priorities 
of our families. 

Suzanne will put people fi rst! 
As our representative, Suzanne 
Woodard will be an unyielding 
advocate for our health, deliver-
ing needed reforms and invest-
ments that will ensure no one has 
to choose between a prescription 
or a bill. She will build on the 
work already in progress to assist 
those with mental and behavioral 
health issues and tackle the real 
problem of under-housing across 
our communities. 

Suzanne will stand up for our 
rural schools, ensuring they are 
allocated the resources needed 
for our children’s success, while 
also championing the need for af-
fordable childcare. For our health, 
and the health of our local econ-
omy, she will develop and enact 
legislation that will ensure the 
sustainability of our environment 
and maintain our quality of life 
that is so dependent on fi shing, 
recreation and tourism. 

Now is the time for a healthy 
change. Now is the time to elect 
Suzanne Woodard as our next 
state representative for the 10th 
LD.
Albert Ondo
Oak Harbor


